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PREFACE. 


I deem myself happy in having attempted to. collect: the | 
materials for-this book. Of the Conventions of the people 
` that have recently been held in :thé séceding States on 
the great question of dissolving the Union, there does not 
seem to have. been any serious effort made, in any except 
Alabama, to preserve the Debates. It is, therefore, my 
agreeable fortune, not only to be able to set an example of 
diligence to the sister States, but to combine, in an au- 
thentic record for future ages, both the acts of the PATRIOTS 
of Alabama, and the fervent words by which they were mu- 
tually animated in the discharge.of their great duties. 

- The stirring times through which we have just passed, and 
the startling events which have distinguished the day, were 
all calculated to excite the intellectual energies to the most’ 
vigorous exertion; and whatever of eloquence or wisdom 
was in the possession of any citizen, may be fairly supposed © 
to have been called into exercise. ‘The destinies of a great 
Natiow and the Liberties of the people were involved in the 
issues ; and while the Past was to be measured by the states- 
man’s Philosophy, it was as well the duty of Wisdom to lift 
' the veil of the uncertain Future. Here was a field for the 
most sublime labor; and while I will not run the hazard of 
' raising the expectation of the reader, by allowing him to 
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look into this book for those magnificient outbursts of elo- 
quence that dazzle, bewilder and persuade, yet I may safe- 
ly promise a forensic treat, in a vast variety of speeches 
which breathe the genuine spirit of wisdom, animated by the 
liveliest touches of indignant patriotism. 
. The reader may rely upon the perfect authenticity of the 
historical parts of the book, and upon the accuracy of the 
speeches as to the sentiments uttéred and the positions as- 
sumed by the speakers on the points arising in debate; for 
almost eyery speech in the volume, of any . ‘considerable 
length or importance, has been submitted :to the inspection 
or revision of the speaker ; and where this has been imprac- 
ticable, and the notes confused or uncertain, the speeches 
have been omitted entirely,,as I haye been unwilling to as- 
sume the responsibility of publishing a sentiment in the 
‘name of another, ‘on a great question, where the smallest 
doubt existed as to its accuracy. 
In the speeches reported from my own notes, I have en- 
deavored to adhere as nearly as possible to the language of 
the speaker; but to preserve the idea and sense has been my 
paramount design. I have attempted but little ornament 
either in language or metaphor ; so that I have no fears that 
every debater will recognize his own speech as genuine, 
both in sentiment and language, although condensed and 
abridged. 
Some portions of this golit will appear almost romantic. 
The scenes of the Eleventh of J anuary, when the Convention 
was deliberating on the final passage of: ‘the Ordinance of Se- 
cession, wére extremely touching.. The MINORITY rose to the 
‘heights of moral sublimity as they surrendered their long 
` cherished opinions for the sake F unity at home. The sur- 

render was graceful and unrestrained : without humiliation . 
on the one hand, or dominant hauteur on the other. The 
speeches on this occasion were uttered in husky tones, and 
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in the midst of emotions that could not be suppressed, and 
which, indeed, there was no effort to disguise. These and 
other scenes which appear in the Journal-and Debates, will 
show the impartial enquirer, that every member of the Con-. 
vention was deeply impressed with his.responsibility. Solem- 
nity prevailed in every phase’ of the proceedings. In the 
debates’ of six weeks, on the most exciting topics, but few un- 
kind words were uttered. Forensic invective, so character- 
istic of legislative’ assemblies, was lost'in devotion to the 
public good, and scarcely a jar of personal bitterness disturb- 
ed the harmony of ithe’ deliberations. = ia 

‘While I claim nothing for myself, but duc aed for the 
diligence and labor wich I have employed in collecting. and 
combining these materials, yet I feel proud in submitting - 
this Book to the Public, for I am conscious of thus supply- 
ing a link in. the History of Ages, and a chapter in ene LIFE 
of LIBERTY. 


EXPLANATION. 


It must be noticed that this book does not pretend to give the entire debates 
ofthe Convention. This could hardly be expected in a volume of this size, 
since a‘single day’s debate, if given in full, would fill fifty—perhaps‘an hyn- | 
dred pages. My object has been to preserve the political features of the đe- 
bates; and hence I have not,attempted, as/a.g general rule, to- ‘give the discus- 
sions on the ordinary subjects of ieaislation: Many of the ablest speeches 
delivered in the Convention were upon the changes in the Constitution ot the 
State, not touching the political necessities of the new condition of things 
These speeches must be lost, however much they were worthy of preserva- 
. tion. 


The Appendix contains the Reporrs of the Commissioners appointed by 
Governor Moore to the slave-holding States. These Reports are able docu- 
inents, and will explain themselves. Whatever the object of the appoint- 
ment of these Commissioners may have been, the documents themselves he- 


come historical, and must live in the annals of the Revolution. 
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_ANTRODUCTION—HISTORICAL. 


_ Ow. the 24th day of February, 1860, the Alabama Legislature , 
adopted the following Joint Resolutions, with great unanimity— `. 
there being but two dissenting voices: toe 
‘Wuereas, anti-slavery agitation persistently continued in the 
non-slaveholding States `of this Union, formore than a third of a . 
century, marked at every stage of its progress‘by contempt for ` 
the obligations of law-and the sanctity. of compacts, evincing a 
deadly -hostility to the rights and institutions of the Southern 
people, and a’ settled purpose to effect their overthrow even by 
the subversion of the Constitution, and at the hazard of violence 
and bloodshed; and whereas, a sectional party calling itself Repub- 
lican, committed alike by its own acts-and’ antecedents, and the 
public avowals and secret machinations of its leaders tothe exe- 
cution of these atrocious designs, has acquired’ the ascendency in 
neatly every Northern State, andhopes by success in the approach- 
ing Presidential election to seize the Government itself; and where- 
as, to permit such seizure by those whose unmistakable aim. is to 
pervert its whole machinery to the destruction of a portion'of itè 
members would ‘be an act of suicidal folly and madness; almost 
without a parallel in, history ; and whereas, the General Assembly: 
of Alabama, representing a people loyally devoted to the Unions 
the Constitution, but scorning the Union which ` fanaticism would 
erect upon its ruins, deem it their-solemn duty to provide in ad- 
vance the meaus by whichthey may escape such peril and dishonor, 
‘and devise new securities for perpetuating the blessings of liberty’ 
to themselves and their posterity; therefore, : 
- I. Be it resolved, That. upon the happening of the contingeney 
contemplated in the foregoing Preamble, namely, the election of 
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a President advocating the principles and action of the party ir 
the Northern States calling itself the Republican Party, it shal- 
be the duty of the Governor, and he is hereby required, forthwith 
to issue his Proclamation, calling upon the qualified voters of this 
State to assemble on Monday not more than forty days after the 
dAte of said Proclamation, at the several places of voting in their 
respective counties, to elect delegates to a Convention of the State, 
to consider; determine and do whatever in the opinion of said 
Convention, the rights, interests, and honor of the State of Ala- 
bama requires to be done ‘for their protection. 

2. Be it further resolved, That said Convention shall assemble 
at the State Capitol on the second Monday following said election. 

3. Beit further resolved, That itshall be the duty of the Governor 
as soon as possible to issue writs of election to the Sheriffs of the 
several counties, commanding them to Hold an election on the said 
Monday sodesignated bythe Governor, as provided for in these 
Joint Resolutions, for the choosing of as many delegates-from each 
county to said Convention as thd several counties shall be entitled 
ta members-in the House of Representatives of the Generdl Assem- 
bly ; ‘and said election shall be held ‘at the usual places.of voting 
in the respective counties, and the polls shall be opened under the ` 
rules and regulationsnow governing the election of members to the 
General Assembly of this State, and said election shall be govern- 
ed in all respects: by the laws then in existence, regulating the elee- 
tion of members to the. House of Represéntatives of the General, 
_ Assembly, and the persons elected thereat as delegates, shall. be 
returned in like manner, and the pay, both mileage and per diem, 
of the delegates to said Convention, and the several officers thereof, 
shall be the same as that fixed by law for the members and offi- 
cers of said House of Representatives. - 

5. Be it further resolved, That copies of the foregoing Preamble 
and Resolutions be forwarded by the Governor as scon as possible 
to our Senators and Representatives: in Congress, and to eaeh. of 
the Governors of our sister States of the South. 


ee 


The following Resolutions, adopted at the same session, will 
serve still further to show the spirit that animated the Legisla- 
ture of Alabama: | 2 Í 
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Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of Alabama in response 
to the Resolutions of South Carolina. 


Ist, Beit resolved, That the State of Alabama, fally concuring 
with the State of South Carolina, in affirming the riglit of any State 
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to secede from. the conféderaey, whenever in her own judgment 
such a step: is demanded by the honor, interests and safety of: her 
people, is not unmindfaf of” the fact that the assaults upon the in- 
stitution of slavery, and upon the rights and equality of the South- 
ern States, unceasingly continued with increasing, violence and in 
new, and more alarming forms, may constrain her to ‘a Pejuctanp: 
but early éxercise of that invaluable right. i 


Qd, Be it further resolved, That in the absence of any prepara- 
tion for a systematic co-operation of the, Southern States, in resist- 
ing the aggressions of their enémies, Alabama, acting for herself, 
has solemnly.declared that under no circumstances. will she: submis 
to the foul domination of a sectional Northern party, has provided: 
for the call of a Convention in the event of the triumph of sucha: 
faction in the approaching Presidential election, and to maintain 

‘the position thus deliberately assumed, has appropriated the sum 
_ of $200,000 for the military contingencies which such a-course may 
finvolve., 
8d, Be it further resolved, That the State of Alabama having 
| ‘endeavor ed to prepare for the. exigencies of, the-future, has not ' 

deemed it ‘necessary to propose a meeting of Deputies from the 
slave-holding States, but anxiously desiring their codperation in 
à struggle which perils all they hold most dear; hereby pledges 
~- herself to a cordial participation in any ahd every effort, which in 
her judgment will protect the common safety, advance ‘the com- 
mon interest, and serve the common cause. 


4th, Beit further resolved, That should a.Convention of Depu- 
ties from the Slave-holding States assemble at any time before 
the meeting of the next General Assembly, for the purposes and 
ander the authority indicated ‘by the resolutions of- the State of 
South Carolina, the Governor of this State be, andhe is hereby 
authorized, to appoint one deputy from each Congressional Dis- 
trict, and two from. the State at large, to represent the State of 

- Alabama in such Convention.. - 


ot 


— 
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‘Upon the election of Mr. Lincoln: to-the Pr A the Gov- 
ernor, in pursuance of the foregoing Resolutions, called a Con- 
vention of the People of Alabama, to ineet im the city of Mont- ` 
gomery, on the.7th day of January, 1861. Fhe following Cor- 
RESPONDENCE is worthy of preservation as a. part of ane history 
of the times: 
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MONTGOMERY, Nov. 12, 1860. 
To his:Excellency A. B. Moors: 7 


- Sir-—At a meeting of citizens of several counties of the State, 
held at this place on Saturday, the 10th inst., the undersigned were 
appointed a Committee to confer with your Excellency, and ascer- 
tain the construction put by you on the Joint Resolutions of our 
last Legislature, for the call of a Convention of the people of the 
State. “What i is desired from you are, your views as to the time 
when you are authorized to issue your Proclamation for the call of 
that Convention, whether upon the election of Electors by the peo- 
ple ` of the several States, or when those Electors cast their vote for 
President ; and also, if it be consistent with your ideas of public 
duty, that you would inform us when that Proclamation will be 
issued, and upon what day you will order the election of Delegates 
to that Convention. 

: These are questions of deep interest to the people of the State, 
anil it is deemed of great, moment that your views on those ques- 
tions shouldbe known, if you havecome to a determination about 
them. Your answer, we hope, will be given at an early day, with 
per.nission for its publication. 


' Very respectfully, 

J. A. ELMORE, ‘Montgomery county. 
J. D. PHELAN, 

E. W. PETTUS, Dallas county. 
_N, H.R. DAWSON, 0 
. B. CLARK, Greene county. 

. E. CLARKE, Marengo county. 
W. BAINE, Lowndes, county. 
E CLEMENTS, i l 
.G. GILCHRIST, j j 

. ROBINSON, “ s 

. D. KING, Perry county. 

. FRAZIER, Jackson county. 

. L. YANCEY, Montgomery county. 
H. CLAYTON, oe 

. B. DUVAL, s i 
. J. JUDGE, s 5 
: GOLDTHWAITE, aa i 
. H. WATTS, s i 
F. RICE, E n 
T. LOMAX, ġ ans 
M. A. BALDWIN, “ í 
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Exsovutive DEPARTMENT, ` 
Montgomery, Nov. 14, 1860. 


Gentiemen :-I have received your letter of the 12th inst., ask- 
ing for my construction of “the Joint Resolutions of. our last 
Eegislature, for the call of the Convention of the people of the 
State.” You particularly desire to. know when I consider myself 
authorized to issue my Proclamation for the call-of a Convention 

_— whether upon the election of Electors by the people of the 
several States, or when said Electors cast their votes for President.” 

-You also ask me to inform you, if consistent with my ideas of 
public duty, “ when-that Proclamation will be issued, and upon 
what day you [1} will order the election for the delegates to the 
Convention.” = 2, ee o 

- I fully agree with you, that “these are questions.of deep interest 

to thé people of the State,” and haying, after mature deliberation, - 
determined, upon;my course in regard to them, and not considering 
it inconsistent with my public duty to communicate that determi- 

, nation to ‘you, with leave to publish it, E smhesitatingly do so.— 
The intense interest and feeling which pervade the public mind, 
make it not only proper, but my duty. : Sa 

After’ stating a long list of aggressions in the preamble to the- 
Joint Resolutions referred to, the first resolution provides “that 
upon the happening of the contingency contemplated in the fore- 
going preamble, viz: the election of a President advocating’ the 
principles. and action of the party in the Northern States; calling 
itself the Republican party, it shall be the duty of the’Governor, 

- anë hetis hereby required forthwith to issue his proclamation,” &c. 

- The Constitution of the United States points out the mode «f 
electing a President, and directs that “each State shall appoint, in 
such manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a number of 
electors, equal to the whole number of Senators and Representa- 

` tives to which the State may be entitled in Congress.” See Art. 
2,81. l l 

A 12, $1, of Amendments to'the Constitution, provides that 
the Electors shall meet in. their respective States, and vote by 
ballot for President and Vice President.” Under these provisions 
of the Constitution, the people of the several States vote for elec- 
tors and these electors vote for President. It isclear‘to my. mind 
that a candidate for the Presidency cannot constitutionally be elect- 
ed until a majority of the electors have cast their votes for him. 

My: Proclamation will not, therefore, be issued until that vote is. 
east on the fifth day of December next. [regret that this delay 
must occur, as the circumstances which surround us make prompt. 
and decided action necessary. There can be no doubt that a large: 


4 . SHISTORY AND DEBATES OF 


majority of the electorial vote will be given to Mr. Lincoln, and 
in view of the certainty of'- his election, I have determined to is- 
sue my Proclamation immediately after that vote is cast. I shall 
appoint Monday, the 24th day of December next, for the election 
. of delegates to the Convention: The Convention will meet on - 
Monday; the 7th day of Januaty next. ` 


-Theday forthe clection of delégatés has been designated in ad- 
vance of the issuance of the Proclamation in order that the minds 
of the people may at once be directed to the subject, and that the 
several counties may have ample time to select candidates to rep- 
resent them. Each voter of the State should immediately con- 
sider the importance of the vote he is to cast. Constitutional 
rights, personal security, and the honor of the State are all involv- 
ed. He must decide, on the 24th December, the great and vital 
question of submission to an Abolition Adiinistration, or of se- 

cession ‘from the Union. -This ‘will be“ grave and ‘momentous 
` issué for: the decision of the people. To, decide ‘it correctly, they 
should imderstand all the facts and' circumstantes of the case be-. 
fore’ them. `: It may not be .improper or unprofitable for me to 
recite a few of them. 


Who is Mr. Lincoln, whose election is now baod question ? 2 
He is the head of a great sectional party calling itself Republican: 
a party whose leading object is the destruction of the institution of 
slavery as it exists in the. slaveholding States.. Their most dis- 
‘tingilished leaders, in and out of Congress, have. publicly and 
boldly proclaimed this to be théfr intention and unalterable de- _ 
determination. Their newspapers are filled. with similar declara- 
tions. Are they in earnest? Let their past acts speak for them. 

Nearly every one of the non-slaveholding States have been for 
years under the control of the Black Republicans. A large ma- 
jority of these States have nullified the fugitive slave law, and 
have successfully resisted its execution. They: have’ enacted pe- 
. nal statutes, punishing, by fine and imprisonment in the peniten- 
tiary, persons who may pursue and arrest fugitive slaves in said 
State. They have by law, under heavy penalties, prohibited any 
person from aiding the 6wner to ‘arrest his fugitive slave, and 
have denied us the use of their prisons to secure our slaves until 
they can ‘be removed from the State. They have robbed the 
South of slaves worth millions of dollars, and have rendered ut- ` 
terly ineffectual the only law passed by. Congress to protect this 
species of property.. They haveinvaded the State of Virginia, arm- 
ed her slaves ‘with deadly weapons, murdered: her citizens, and 
seized the United. States Armory at Harper’s Ferry. They have 
sent emissaries into the State of’. Texas, who burned-many towns, 
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and furnished the’ slaves with deadly. poison for the p purpose of 
~ destroying their owners. 


All’ these things have ‘heen effected, either by T unconstitu 
tional legislation of free States, or by combinations of individuals. - 
These facts prove that they are not only in earnest and intent up- - 
on accomplishing their wicked purposes, but have done alt that 
local legislation and individual efforts could: effect." 


Knowing that, their efforts could only be partially cee 
without the aid of the Federal Government, they for years have 
struggled to get control of thé Legislative and Executive Depart- 
-ments thereof. “They have néw. succeeded, by large: majorities,-in 
all the non-slaveholding States except New Jersey, ‚and perhaps 
California and Oregon, ii electing Mr. Linċóln; who-is pledged 
to” carry out the principles of ‘the party that elected him. The 
eourse of events show clearly that this party »vill,-in a short time, 
have.a ‘majority in both branches of Congress. ‘Tt will then Bein 
their power tọ change the complexion of the ‘Supreme Court sods 


' to make it harmonize with Congress and the Presidènt: When | 


tnat party get possession of all the Departments. of ‘Government, 
with the purse and the sword,.he must be blind indeed. who doés 
not sce that slavery will be abolisked in the District: of: Columbia, 
in the dock-yards.and arsenals, and. wherever.the Federal Govern- 
ment has jurisdiction. e f 

. Tt will be excludéd -from the Territories, and other free States 
will j in hot haste be adiitted’into the Union, until they- have.a 
majority to alter the Constitution, Then slavery will be abolish: . 
ed by law in the States, and the “irrépressible conflict” will end; 
for we are notified that it shall never cease, until “the foot of the 
slave shall cease to tread the soil of the United, States.” ’ - The state 
of society that must exist in the Southern States, with ‘four mil- 
lions ‘of free negroes and:their increase; turned loose upon them, 
I will not discuss—it is too horrible-to contemplate. a 

I have only noticed such of the acts‘of the Republican party 
as I deem necessary to show that they are in earnest, and.deter- - 
mined to.carry out-theit publicly avowed intentions—and: “tò show 
that théir suceess.has been such as should not fail to eréate the 
deepest concern for the honor and’ safety-of the Southern, Statési— 
Noy, in view of the past and our prospecta for the -future, what 
ought awe.to dot- What do-wisdoim and prudence dictate ?— 
What do: ‘honor and. safety require ‘at. our-hands? 

I know that the answer that I shall. give to these’ questions may 
Subject me to sevére criticism by those’ who do: niot view: ‘these 
“matters as I do; but foelinig conscious of. the. corrrectness of my 
conclusions, and the ‘purity of my motives, I will not shrink from 
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responsibilities in the emergency which presents itself, It would 
be criminal “in those entrusted with State sovereignty” not to 
speak out and warn.the people of the encroachments that have 
been made, and are about to be made upon. them, with the conse- 
quences that must. follow. i 

In full view, and, I trust, -a just appreciation of all my obliga- 
tions and responsibilities, officially and personally, to my God, 
my State, and the Federal Government, I solemnly declare it to 
be my opinion, that the-only hope of future security, for Alabama 
ahd the other slaveholding States, is secession from the Union.— 
I deplore the necessity for coming to sueh a. conclusion. It has 
been forced upon me, and those who agree.with me, by a wicked 
and perverse party, fatally bent upon the destruction of an insti- 
tution vital to the Southern States—a party: whose constitutional 
rights we have never disturbed, and who should be our friends ; 
yet they: hate us without a cause. . : 

Should Alabama secede from the Union, as I, think she ought, 
the responsibility, in the eyes of all just men, will-not rest upon 
her, but upon those who. have. driven her. in self-defence, to as-. 
sume that position. . a ' l 

Has Alabama the right peacefully to withdraw from the Union, 
without subjecting herself to any rightful authority of the Feder- 
al Government to coerce her into the Union? ` Of her right to do 
so, I have no doubt. She is a Sovereign State, and retains every 
right and power not delegated to the Federal Government in the 
written Constitution. .That Government has no powers, except 
such as are delegated in the Constitution, or such as are necessary 
to carry. these powers into execution. The Federal Government 
was established for the protection, and not.for destruction or inju- 
ry of Constitutional rights. A.Sovereign Statė has a right to 
judge of the wrongs or injuries that may be done her, and to de- 
termine upon the mode and measures of redress. The Black 
Republican party has for years continued to make aggressions 
upon the slaveholding States, under. the forms of law, 
and in every manner that fanaticism could devise, and have now 
gained strength and position, which threaten, not only the’ des- 
truction of the institution of, slavery, but must degrade and ruin 
the slaveholding. States, if not resisted. , May not these States 
turn.aside from the impending danger, ‘without criminality? If 
they have not this right, then we are the slaves of our worst-ené- 
mies. “The wise man foreseéth the evil and turneth aside.” A 
wise State should not do less. ee 

If Alabama should withdraw from the Union, she would not” 
be guilty of treason, even if a Sovereign State could commit 
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treason. The Constitution says: ‘ Treason against the United 
States shall consist only. in levying war’ against them, or in ad- 
- hering to their enemies, giving them aid-and comfort.” The Fed- 
eral Government has the right to use its military power “to exe- 
eute the laws of the Union, surpress insurrections, and repel inva- 
sions.” If a State withdraws- from the Union, the Federal Goy- 
ernment has no power, under the Constitution, to use the military 
force against her, for there is no law to enforce the submission of 
a sovereign State, nor would such a withdrawal be either an insur- 
‘rection or ån- invasion.. We should remember that Alabama 
- must act and decide.the great question of resistance or- subrnission, 
for herself. No other State has the right or power to decide for 
her. She may, and should, consult with the other slaveholding 
States to secure concert of action, but still, she must decide the 
question -for herself, and coéperate afterwards, - 

The contemplated Convention will not be the place for the tim- 


` id or the rash. It should be composed of men of wisdom and.ex- , 


perience—men who have the capacity: to detérmine what the hòn- 
or of thé State and the security of her people demand; and 
patriotisin and moral courage sufficient to carry out ‘the dictates 
of their honest judgments. 


What will the intelligent. and patriotic people of Aban Jo = 


in the impending crisis? Judging of the future by. the past, I be- 
lieve they will prove themselves equal to the present, or.any fu- 
ture emergency, and never will consent to affiliate with, or submit 
to be governed by a party who entertains the most deadly hostili- 


ty towards them and their institution of slavery. They are loy- . 


al and.true to the Union, but never will consent to remain degraded 
` members of it. 
Very respectfully, your obd’t serv’t, 


A.B. MOORE. 
The following is a copy of the Podan issued by the 
Governor : 
` PROCLAMATION. 
Executive DEPARTMENT, ` 
a Montgomery, Ala., Dec. 6, 1861. i 


Wurnzas, the following Joint Resolutions were passed at the 
last session of the General Assembly of the State of Alabama, 
tovat 

[Reciting the Resolutions on page 9.] 
Now, I, A. Moors, Governor of the State of Aiea i 


vir tue of, the power v ested in me by the foregoing resolutions, and 
2 
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in obedience.thereto, do hereby proclaim: and make ‘known to the 
people of Alabama, that the cohtingency: contemplated “in said 
Preamble and Resolutions has happened in the election of Abra- 
harn Liricoln to the Presidency. of the United’ States. The quali- 
fied voters of the several counties of the State are, ‘therefore, 
hereby called upon to assemble.at the several places of voting in 
their respective counties, on Monday, the 24th December, 1860, 
to elect delegates to a Convention of the State of Alabama, to be 
held: at the capitol in the city of Montgomery, on Monday, the 
Yth day of. J anuary next, to “consider determine and do whatev- 
er, in the opinion of said Convention, the rights, interests and hon- 
or of the State of Alabama require to ‘pe done for their protection.” _ 
In testimony whereof, I have heretinto set my hand and caused 
IL. S] the Great Seal ‘of the State.to be affixed in the city of 
Montgomery, this 6th day of December, A. D. 1860. 
Br the Governor, : A. B. MOORE. 
a We AEE DN of State. 
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FIRST DaY. | 

: Ox the 7th January, 1861, the. Convention assembled in the 
city of Montgomery, ih the’ Hall of the, House of Representatives l 
ofthe State Capitol. It.i is a'remarkable fact, that, of the one hun- 
dred Delegates of which the Conv ention; was constituted, not one 

was absent, This was owing, doubtless, to the great anxiety, on 

-the part of the Délegates, to participate in the earliest proceed- 
ings ; and also,'I apprehend, to the ‘doubt that existed, ,previous . 
to “the organization, as tọ whether the ‘straight- Secession party* 
or the Coéperation party was in the majority. On the Sunday 
night before the Convention niet, each party seriously claimed the ` 
ascendancy ; ; but before the hour fer- organizing the Convention, 
it was conceded. that the Secession party was the stronger. 

Great precaution had been taken in advance, to secure an har- 
monious organization; and for this purpose it had. been agreed, 
at first, that one member of each party, to be. designated before - 
the meeting, should approach: ‘the desk, call tle Convention to 
order and nominate a ternporary Presideht ; ‘but the Codperation 
party, convinced, by having accurately meastired their strength, 
- that they were ina minority, deemed it proper to yield the or- 
ganization of the Convention to the majority ; ; of which fact the 
; latter were duly advised. ` 

On motion of the Hon. H. G. Humphries, the Hon. William 
S. Phillips, of Dallas, was called to the Chair, ás temporary Pres- 
‘ident; and A. G. Horn, of Mobilé, and S. D. Brewer, of Mont- 
gomery, were appointed temporary Secretaries. 


+ 
ps 
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Mr. Yanesy offered the following Resolutions, which were 
ynanimously adopted : 


Resolved, Ist. That the proceedings ae the Convention be ` 


opened with prayer, and that the Rev. Dr. Manly be invited to 
‘perform this service to-day. 

Resolved, 2d. That the President of the Convention be re- 
quested to invite some Clergyman to open the Convention with 
prayer each successive day of the session. 

The Convention was then opened with prayer by Rev. Basil 
Manly, formerly President of the University of Alabama. 


PRAYER. 


Ameti Father, Maker of Heaven and Earth; King eternal, 
immortal, invisible : the only Wise God! We adore Thee, for 
‘Thou ‘art God, and besides Thee there is none else ; -our Fathers’ 
Ged, and our God! . We thank Thee’ that Thou “hast made us 
men, endowed with reason, conscience and speech—capable of 
knowing, loving and serving Thee! We thank Thee for Thy Son, 
the Lord Jesus : ‘Christ, our only Mediator and Redeemer! We 
thank Thee’ for Thy word of truth, our guide to eternal life. We 
thank Thee for civil government, ruling in Thy fear; and we 
‘especially thank Thee that Thou didst reserve this fair portion of 
the earth so long undiscovered, unpolluted with the wars and the 
crimes of the old world—that Thou mightest here establish a free 
government and a pure religion. -© We thank Thec that Thou hast 
allotted us our heritage here, ‘and hast brought us upon it at such 
a time as this. We thank Thee for all the hallowed memories 
connected with the establishment of the independence of the Colo- 
nies, and their sovereignty as States, and with the formation and 
maintenance of our government, which we had devoutly hoped 
might-last, unperverted and incorr Sears as long as the sun and 
moon endure. 

Oh, our. Father! we have striven as an integral part of this 
great "Republic, faithfully. to keep our solernn covenants in the 
Constitution of our country ; and our conscience doth not accuse 
us of having failed to sustain our part in the civil eompact. Lord 
of all the families of the earth! we appeal to Ture to protect us 
in the land Thou hast given us, the Institutions Thou hast estab- 
lished, the rights Thou hast bestowed! And now, in our troubles, 
besetting us like great.waters round. about, WE, Thy. dependent 
children, humbly entreat Thy fatherly notice and care. Grant to 
Thy servants now assembled, as the direct représentatives of the 
people of this State, all needful grace and wisdom for their pecu- 
liar and great responsibilities at this momentous crisis! Give 
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them a clear sue gaa a their duties, as the embodiment of the 
people; impart to them’ an enlightened, mature and sanctified 
judgment i in forming every conclusion; a steady, Heaven-directed _ 
purpose and will in ‘attaining every right ¢ end! „Save them from 
the disturbing influences of € error, of passion, prejudice and timidi- 
ty—from divided and conflicting counsels; give them one mind 
and one’ way, and let that be “the mind of Christ! If, Thou 
seest them ready 'to go wrong; interpose Thy heavenly guidance 
and restraint; if slow and reluctant to execute what duty : and safe- 
ty require, quicken and urge them forward! Let patient enqui- 
ry and candor pervade every discussion; let calm, comprehensive. 
and sober wisdom shape every measure, and direct.every yote; 
let all things be done in Thy fear, and with a just regard to their 
whole duty toward God and toward man! Preserve them all in 
health, in purity, in peace; and cause that their session may pro- 
mote the maintenance of equal : rights, of civil freedom and good 
government; may promote the ‘welfare of man, and the glory of 
Thy name! We ask all through Jesus Christ, our Lord: Amen! 
` The Convention consisted ‘of one hundred Delegates, : ech of 
whom being present, ‘approached ‘the Clerk's desk, as his county 


was called, and ‘enrolled his name. a 
NAMES OF THE DELEGATES AS ENROLLED.. 
From the county of : 


Autauga—Geor ge Rives. 

Barbour—John Coshran, Alpheus Baker, J. S. M. Daniel. 

Baldwix—Jos. Silver. . . 

. Bibb—James W. Crawford. 

Llount—John S. Brasher, W: M. Edwards. 

Butler—Samuėl J. Bolling, Joh McPherson. s 

Calhoun—Daniel T. Ryan, John M. Crook, G. C. Vr iele 

Chambers—J. F. Dowdell, Wm. H. Barnes: 

Cherokee—Henry C. Sanford, Wm. L: W mita J ohi: Potter, 
Johu P; Ralls. 

Choctaw—S. E. Catterlin, A. J..Curtis. 

Clark—O. 8. Jewett. 

Aojffee—G. T. Yelverton. 

Conechu—John Green. 

Coosé—George Taylor, John B. Leonard, Albert Crum pler; 

Covington—Dewitt C. Davis. 

Dallas—John T. Morgan, Wm. S. Phillips. 

Dale——D. B. Creech, Jamies- McKinnie. . 

DeKalb—Wm. Ò. Winston, John Franklin. 


t% 
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Fayette—B. W. Wilson, E. P. Jones. 
Franklin—Jobn A. Steele, R. S. Watkins.. 
Greene—James D. Webb, Thos. Hi. Herndon. 
Henry—Hastings E. Owens, Thomas T. Smith. 
Jackson—John R. Coffey, Wim As Hood, J ohn P.. J upborake: 
Jefferson—Wm, S. Earnest. 
Lauderdale—S. C. Posey, H. C. Jones. 
Laurence—D. P. Lewis, James S. Clarke.. 
Limestone—ZJ.. P. Coman, Thos, J. McClellan. 
Loundes—James S; Williamson; Jas. G. Gilchrist. 
Macon—Samuel Henderson, ©. R. Blue, J. M. Foster- 
Madison—Nich. Davis, Jere. Clemens. . 
Marshall—aA. C. Beard, James L. Sheffield. 
Marengo—W. E. Clarke. 
Marion—Lang. C. Allen, W, Steadham. 
Molile—John Bragg, George A. Ketchum, E- S. Dargan. 
H. &. Humphries. : 
Monroe—Lyman Gibbons. - i 
Montgomery—W m. L. Yancey, Thos. H. Watts. 
, Morgan—Jonathan Ford. ; 
Perry—W m. M. Brooks, J. E. Baily. 
Pickens—Lewis M. Stone, W. H. Davis. 
Pike—Eli W. Starke, Ji eremiah A. Henderson, A. P} Love. 
Randolph—H. M:.Gay, George Forrester, R. J. Wood. 
Russell—R. O. Howard, B. H. Baker. 
Shelby—Geo. D. Shortridge, J. M. McClanahan. 
St. Clair—John W. Inzer. 
Sunypter—A. A. Coleman, 
Talladega—N. D. Johnson, A. R. ree M. G. Slaughter- 
Tallapoosa—A. Kimball, M. J. Bulger, T. J. Russelt. 
Tuscaloosa—R. Jemison, Jr., W. R. Smith. 
Walker—Robert Guttery. - 
` Washington—James G. Hawkins..’ 
Wilecox—F. R. Beck. 
Winston—C. C. Sheets: 


As the Delegates from the county of Montgomery, Hon. Wm. 
'L: Yancey and Hon. T. H. Watts, approached the desk to enroll 
their names, there were some demonstrations of applause in the 
gallery; whereupon’ Mr. Morgan offered the following Resolu- 
tion: 

That the E of this Convention will absteir from ap- 


plause on all occasions; and that all demonstrations of* applause 
in the galleries or lobby shall be strictly prohibited. 


x 


— 
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Mr. Morean said: 


Mr. President—t sympathise fully with ties sentiment that im- 
pels the Delegates on this floor; and the people in. the galleries, 
to. indulge in démonstrations. of applause, but I deprecate the -ef 
fect of this excitement upon our deliberations.- I have respect for 
the occasion, and F feel assured that the best way to evince: my 
feeling is by a dignified and respectful course of discussion and 
deliberation. I have respect for the Convention and desire to see 
it respected by others. If every speaker .on'this floor is to be 
openly and loudly applauded or condemned, as‘his opmions may 
meet with popular favor or rebuke, we shall have much, to regret 
before we close our labors here. , 

I take this early opportimity to offer a.resolution on n this sub- 
ject, and to strike at the evil when it first begins to display itself 
im a compliment to our most distinguished friends, who have just 
enrolled their names. 


The Convention then proceeded to the election of a permanent | 
President. Mr. Beck nominated Wm, M. Brooks, of Perry ;— 

Mr. Davis, of Madison, nominated: ‘Robert J emison, J r., of Tus 
ealoosa. : 

In casting up the vote, it d that Mr. Brooks had receiv- 
ed 53 votes; Mr. J emison, 45. This was the entire vote, and was- 
a test of the relative strength of parties—there being, including 
Mr. Brooks, fifty-four who favored immediate secession, and forty- 
six, including Mr. Jemison, who were in favor of- consulting and 
codperating with the other slave-holding States: f 

Mr. Brooks was declared: duly elected; and Messrs. Bragg 
Winston and Humphries were appointed to wait upon him, by 
whom he was conducted to the Chair. ` He delivered an appropri- - 
ate address, and assumed tlie duties of his office. 

Wm. H. Fowler, óf Tuscaloosa, was elected Secretary; Frank. 
L. Smith, of Montgomery, „was elected assistant Serreta ry, and 
Robert H. Wy n elected, Door-keeper. po t 

The President laid before the Conyention. the credentials*, of 


H 


l re Credentials of the Committe: from South Carolina. 


THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA: 


WHEREAS, Andrew P. Calhoun has been duly elected By a vote Py the Cog- 
vention of the people or the State of South Carolina, to act as@ Commissioner 
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the Hon. Andrew P. Calhoun, as a Commissioner from the State 
-of South Carolina. On motion ‘of Mr. -Yancey, it was _ . 


' Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to wait up- 
on the Hon. Andrew P. Calhoun, Commissioner from the State 
of South Carolina, and request him to address the Convention at 
such time as he may designate, and. that-he be invited to.take a 
seat within the bar.of the Convention. — 


Messrs.- ‘Yancey, Webb and Davis, of Madison, were appointed. 


On motion, by Mz. Cocuray, it was 


Resolved, That the Governor of the State be requested to com- 
municate to this Convention ‘any information he may have respect- 
‘ing the condition of the country. 


4 perean 


RESOLUTION, OF RESISTANCE, 


: The first debate | in ithe Convention ‘arose upon the following 
Resolutions, offered by Mr. Waaruer: . 


Wuerzas, the only bond of union between the ‘several States 
is the Constitution of the United States; and Wuerzas, that Con- 
stitution has been violazed, both by the Government of the United 
States, and by a majority ‘of the Northern States, in their separate 
legislative action, denying to the people of the Southern States 
their Constitutional rights; 

And Wurreas, a sectional party, known as the Black Repub- 
lican Party, has, in the recent. election, elected Ábraham Lincoln 
to the office. of President; and Hannibal Hamlin to the office of 
Vice-President of these United States, upon the avowed principle 

that the Constitution of the’ United States does not recognise prop- 


tothe Convention of the people of the State of Alabama, and the said people 
‘of the State of South Carolina, has ordered the Governor of said State to 
commission the said Andrew P. Calhoun, Novo, therefore, L do hereby com- 
mission you, the said Andrew P. Calhoun, to act as a Commissioner from the 
State of South Carolina, in Convention assembled, to the State of Alabama, 
in Convention assembled, to conter upon the subjects entrusted to your 
charge. 

Witness, His Excellency, Francis W. Pickens, Governor and Commander- 
in-Chief ot said State, this first day of January, in the year of our Lord, One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-one, and the Highty-fifth year of the "Sov- 
ereignty and Independence o of the State of South Carglina. 

[Seal of State.] i ae JAMES A. DUFFAS,- 

By the Covernor. ‘ "+ Deputy Secretary State 
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erty in slaves, and that the. Government should prevent its exten- 
sion into the’éommon Territories of the United States, and that 
the power of the Government should be so exercised that slavery, 
in time, should be exterminated > a ae ae 

There fore, be it Resolved, by the people of Alabama, in solemn 
Convention assembled, That these ucts.and designs constitute-such - 
a violation-of the compact, between the several States, as absolves 
. the people of Alabama from all obligation to continue to support 
a Government of the United States, to be administered upon such 
principles, and that the people of Alabama will not submit to be 
parties to the inauguration and administration of Abraham Lin- 
coln as President, and Hannibal Hamlin as Vice President of the 
United States of America: : . 


On submitting the Resolutions, Mr. Wuatey said: , 


Mr. President—I offer these Resolutions for the purpose, in the 
outset, to ascertain the sense:of this body upon the question of © 
submission or resistance to Lincoln’s Administration. It is known- 
that there are different-opinions entertained by members of this 
Convention ;' matty have been elected as straight-out secessionists, 
others as. codperationists, and -among the codperationists. there - 
is a diversity of opinion. Some are for codperating with the 
entire South; others for a coöperation with the Cotton States, and 
likely some are willing to céoperate with a majority of the Got- 
ton States. . It is said, there are some in this body who-are for 
absolute submission; I trust though, these suspicions ‘are not true, 
and that we shall-present an undivided front, in antagonism to the . 
Black Republican AE noah In the language of the Joint 
. Resolutions, of the last session of our Legislature, let -us assert 
that, “ Alabama, acting for herself, has solemnly déclared that, 
under no circumstances wiil she submit to the foul domination. of 
a sectional Northern party.” Idesire, therefore, to ascertain, defi- 
nitely, the sense of this body, upon the question of submission or 
resistance. If we shall determine for resistance, as nd doubt we 
= oen the next step will be, what kind of resistance shall we 
offer £ : l l 5 


ij 


Mr. Smırrta, of Tuscaloosa: 


. Mr. President—I do not object, so much to the resolutions 
themselves, as to the reasons assigned by the gentleman, [Mr. 
Whatley,] for their introduction. ` It is proclaimed that this is in- 
tended as a test; the testastosubmission! ‘The,intimation is un- 
generous, ‘It inconsistent withthe desires of harmony and -con- 


L 
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ciliation that have been openly expressed here by all parties. Te 
is an injudicious beginning of our deliberations. It is true, that it 
has been ascertained by the elections which have just been had’ 
hete, that we are a minority. I am of that minority ; but I do 
not associate with submissionists!. There is- not one in our com- 
pany. We scorn the prospective | Black Republican rule as much 
as the gentleman from alee [Mr. Whatley,] or any of” his 
friends, 


There is, in the gentleman’s speech, besides the uidisguised Cx- 
pression of suspicion, the appearance of a desire to stir up ene- 
mies, instead of. a desire to harmonize friends. If this is the 
harmony you preach and practice, you will have nothing in this- 
Convention but the most unpleasant scenes of stubborn, sullen, 
and unyielding antagonism. All good men should deprecate that. 


The leading sentiments of the resolutions I endorse. I am per- 
fectly willing to express a determination to resist a Black Repub- 
lican Administration; but I may not choose to vote for this long 
string of.resolutions. Present a naked question of resistance to 
Black Republican rule, and: you: will doubtless receive a‘ unani- 
mous vote in favor of it, But do not’ so interlard it with gener- 
alities and political abstractions that we shall be forced to reject 
the good on account of its too close association with the evil.. I 
object particularly to make.an intimation that I would oppose by 
‘force the inauguration of Lincoln. I would not have anything to 
do with that in any way. I deprecate the idea of intimating to 
the people, even remotely, that the laws ought not to be respected. 

if gentlemen are earnest in their wishes to procure here, and at 
this time, an emphatic expression of resistance, I have no dowbt 
that the resolutions can be so amended as to meet the cordial sup- 
port of all of us. 

I am not willing to say, as does this resolution, that the sepa- 
rate aetion of any State has absolved Alabama from all obliga- 
tion to continue to support the Government of the United States.. 
A State may violate the Constitution and. still the General Gov- 
ernment may not be at fault. ; 

Let the resolutions be amended—stripped of their verbiage, so 
as to present the single question of resistance, pacen: in its true 
position, and I will support them.. 


Mr. Posey said: 
He opposed the resofutions, because the first recital in the 


preamble places resistance to Mr. Lincoln’s Administration upon 
the: aggreSsions- of the’ Federal Government, as well as those of , 
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the Northern States. The last. charge is true; the first is not 
true. There have been no aggressions on the part of the ‘Federal 
Government; there has been an omission, it may "be, in some 
instances, to- execute the Fugitive Slave law, which: we well know 
proceeded froma the hatred of Northern Abolitionists to-that law. 
The aggressions of which we have just cause to complain, have 


. been made by tke people in some of the Northern States, and by 
the Personal Liberty Bills of thirteen of these States... “They Have 


violated the Constitution of the United States, i in these unconsti- 
tutional enactments. 


Mr. Posey admitted the South could not submit to the princi 
ples presented in the Chicago Platform. Resistance to the-issues 
made up in that Platform was forced upon the people ‘of this 
State. They .had no other alternative placed before them in the 
Chicago Creed, but exclusion from the Territories of the United 
States, with the ultimate extinction of.slay very.as the consequence 
of such exclusion and injustice, or resistance to any enon 


_ of the Government upon such’ principles. 


These resolutions indicate, clearly, one mode of, resistatice A 
This is, not expressed, but the fair construction is, that separate 
State secession is the kind of resistance pledged by these resolu- 
tions; when it is well known that the coéperationists in this Con- 
vention have declared their opposition. to the principles. of the 
Black Republican party, and their determination to resist a Gov- 
ernment administered upon their policy; but their plan of resist- 
ance is not by separate State action. We intend to resist. It is 
not our. purpose to: submit to the doctrines asserted at Chicago ;- 
but our resistance is based upon consultation, and in. unity of ac- 


tion, with the other slave States. 


If we vote for these resolutions, in their present shape, we shall 
have committed ourselves to separate State action, to which the 
coéperationists in, this body stand opposed, for the reason, We 
greatly prefer another mode of resistance, considered by us to be 
safer for the country, and not less effectual in asserting and main- 
eine all our just rights. - 


Mr. Yarar said: = 

` Mr. Pr -ésident—I favor the passage of these resolutions.’ That 
they are a test—ascertaining whether there are any. submission- 
ists or not in this body, is no objection to them in my ‘mind. It 
is ‘said they. are offensive because it is atest.: They ought not to- 
be offensive; in my opinion, to any. Delegate whois not in favor 
of submitting to Lincolp’s Aŭmjnistration. That there are such 
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here, I am unwilling to believe, and I desire -that the-world shall 
know there are none such, if such is the fact; whilé at the same 
time, if there are any, I desire to know it, and the Convention 
should ‘know it. 


‘It has been said that.this resolution will create discord amongst 
us—and is not conciliatory. It can only justly be so considered 
by those opposed to all resistance to the Black Republican pow- 
er. -I, for‘one, have no desire to conciliate persons occupying 
such position. - I wish here, and elsewhere, to antagonise them. 


The resolutions are designed, in my apprehension, to lay a 
basis for our future action. If we are;as I hope we shall be, uni- 
ted in favor of these resolutions, there can ‘be but little difficulty 
in our taking some action, which will be agreeable to us all. If, 
however, there shall be any here opposed to these resolutions, 
we cannot have united action. : 

It will be observed, that the resolutions are ‘carefully wada 
and framed. They do not designate the modé of resistance.— 
They offend no man’s opinion upon the question of .secession or 
revolution. They do not discriminate in favor of separate, or of 
codperative State action. They simply discriminate between 
those who are willing to continue the Union upon the principles 
of the Black Republican party, and-those who are willing to resist: 
them, and to dissolve the Union rather than see the Government 
administered upon those principles. ; 

With all who can vote for these resolutions, I can confer, and 
hope to come to a common conclusion. ‘With those who shall 
vote against them, I have neither feeling or principle in common. 


e 


Mr. CLEMENS said: 


Mr. President—I. object to this resolution, not so much on ac- 
count of its ‘terms, as on account of the av owed motives which 
prompted its intr oduction. ` The gentleman from Calhoun tells us 
that he desires to ascertain whether there is ‘any one here who-is 
willing to submit to a Black Republican Administration, and he 
proposes this resolution as a fest. Now, sir, the pr oposition to 
make a test on such a subject, necessarily implies suspicion, and 
suspicion is always more or less offensive., If, therefore, the-gen- 
tleman is a correct exponent of the wishes and feelings of the ma- 
jority—if that is the temper in which we of the minority are to 
be met, I give them warning that our session is likely to’ be a 
stormy one. We may be persuaded to go a long ways. We 
cannot be driven an inch.in any direction, and the attempt to do 
it will not only result in failure, but must produce a state of things 
whose consequences I will not picture. 
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I came here, Mr. President, rightly appreciating, as I think, the 
difficulties before us, and prepared to do all that ought to be done 
to promote harmony" among our.own people. I see very plainly 
that a time is coming when our very existence as an independent 
people will materially depend upon’a cordial union among our- 
selves. I am no believer in peaceable secession. I know“it to be 
impossible. No liquid but blood has ever filled the baptismal 
fount of nations. The rule is without an exception, and he has 
read the book of human’ nature to little purpose who expects to 
see a nation born except in convulsions, or christened at any ‘alter 
but that of the God of battles, So thinking, and so believing, I 
have felt that it was the duty of a patriot to conciliate—not to in- 
fluence; to:-keep constantly before his eyes. the one great duty of 
reconciling conflicting ‘opinions, and smoothing away. existing aš- 
perities. “Such, I am Sure, is the general: feeling of my party 
‘friends. But we are-men, with all the frailties of men; and the 
‘ avowal of insulting suspicions—the intrdduction.of test resolutions, 
and similar aggravating annoyances,’ will be certain to end in’ 
scenes alike discreditable to this. body, and injurious to the best 
interests of the State. 

I do not acknowledge that the gentleman from Calhoun is pre- 
pared to go any farther than I am, in resistance to Black Repub- 
lican domination. There ‘is no.danger to be incurred in such a 
cause, so great that I will shrink from sharing it-with him. - There 
is no extremity of resistance he can propose, in which I will not 
join him, provided it-promises to be effectual; but I do not con- 
cede his right, or the right of any man, to make a test for me.-— 
No man shall make it ; “and if his purpose be to ascertain the real 
sense. of this Convention, -tipon the subject-matter of his resolution. 
I tell him that, he has adopted the wrong course, and his effort will 
d i in failure.’ For one, I shall take the responsibility of voting 

- My belief is, that there are forty-five others who will do the 
same thing, and what then becomes’ of his ‘test? He would be 
very unwilling, I iraagine, to let the impression go abroad that 
there are forty-six members of this Convention in favor of sub- 
mitting to the rule of a Black Republican President, elected up- 
on a Black Republican platform;: and yet, sir, I see nothing 
more that he is likely to accomplish. , 

I shall make no proposition, to amend.. I shall not seek to 
_ evade a direct vote by any parliamentary: expedient. `I ani ready 
to record my name upon the resolution as it stands. I shall vote 
no, and leave the consequences to take care of themselves. 

Mr, WritiaMson said : 


_ The resolutions under consideration are eliciting more discus- 
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sion than I expected, since all, so far as I-am-informed, are 
agreed that Alabama cannot, and will not, submit to the Admin- 
istration of Lincoln and Hamlin. The resolutions affirm nothing 
more. If there are any here who think otherwise, let them come 
out like. men and. say so. ‘This would make an issue, and relieve 
them from the. disagreeable task of resorting to parliamentary 
subterfuges, for the purpose of escaping discussion, and avoiding 
a direct vote on the main question. When I first heard the reso- 
lutions read from the Secretary’s desk, I flattered myself, they 
would be unanimously adopted without debate. “1 still flatter 
myself that the objections are to the verbiage and not to the.ques 
tion involved. If so, I hope gentlemen will at once point out the 
word or words. If opposed to the resolutions, let them state the 
grounds of their objections, and offer amendments indicating the 
desired change. I deém it important to adopt the resolutions 
forthwith ; consequently am prepared to accommodate gentlemen 
‘by voting for any amendment not incompatible. with the meaning 
and spirit of the resolutions, as they now stand. 


Mr. Wuattey said: 


Mr, President—Gentlemen of this body have misapprehended 
my object in offering the resolutions at this early day of eur ses- 
sion. The resolutions are not offered to throw a fire-brand inte 
the deliberations of this body. -I imagine, gentlemen representing 
the sovereign people of Alabama, are ready, even now, to take po- 
sition upon this subject. We are misrepresented at home and 
abroad. Weare represented North as submissiuvnists. Even in 
this city, different public prints represent-us in different ways, and 
particularly in the Northern portion of our 6wn State are our po- 
sitions misrepresented. I desire, sir, that these misrepresenta- 
tions may be speedily corrected, and that even during this day 
the telegraphic wires may transmit the glad intelligence abroad, 


that Alabama will never submit to a Black Republican Adminis- 
tration. ae 


This discussion was continued, with much animation,.a consid- 
erable time, and the resolution was so amended as to: satisfy all 
parties, and was passed unanimously, in the following shape :_ 


Resolved, By the people of Alabama, in Convention assembled” 
That the State of Alabama cannot, and will not, swbmit to the. 
Administration of Lincoln and Hamlin ‘as President and: Vice 
President of the United States, upon the principles referred to in 
the preamble. a 
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January 8th.—Mr. Yancey, from the Committee te wait on the 
' Hon. Andrew P. Calhoun, Commissioner from South Carolina, 
reported that the Committee had performed that duty, and that 
Mr. Calhoun was ready to address the Convention.at such time as 
it should desire. 
On motion by Mr. Jones, of Lauderdale, it was 


Resolved, That the Hon: A. P. Calhoun, Commissioner from 
South. Carolina to the State of Alabama, be requested to -address 
the Convention at this time, and make such communications às he 
may desire. ; l . l A 


Mr. Calhoun: was. then’ introduced, and addressed the Conven- 
dion, ip: substance, as follows: T 
a BS ca . r ! x 
Mr. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN OF THE CONVENTION: > 


It is one of the most agreeable incidents of my, life that the 
Convention of the people of South Carolina—my native State— 
should have elected me a Commissioner to the State of Alabama, 
for'many years my adopted one. South Corolina could doubtless 
have sent aw abler son to represent her, but she could not have 
sent one whose heart was filled with more kindness and attach- 
ment, or one who would extend the hand of fellowship with great- 
er sincerity orregard. It was during the many years I sojourned 
among you, I learnt how to appreciate the intelligence and ener- 
gy of your citizens, and how properly to estimate the vast and 
varied resources of your State: a State second to but one as 4 cotton 
producer ; to none in mineral wealth, especially in coal and iron ; 
so potent to the world, either in the mission of peace or war: a 
State that instructed her Governor to eall a Convention in the 
event of the election of a Black-Republican for the présumed pur- 
pose of meeting the great issue: To such a State, South Carolina 
would -willingly have assigned the position of leadership in the 
great drama of évents that are pressing to.a rapid solution. But 
by a combination of accidéntal causes, the initiation of the contest 
devolved upon South Carolina. The Governor of South Carolina 
called an extra session of the Legislature to‘elect Electors to cast 
the Presidential vote of that State, Continuing in session for a 
few days, the election.of a Black Republican or sectional candidate, 
was declared; and feeling that submission would be both degreda- 
tion and annihilation, she called a Convention forthwith of the 
people to assemble on the 17th of December. At once the State 
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firedup. [t was an up-heaving of the people. No leader or lead- 
ers could have resisted it, or stemmed its impetuosity. The wave 
of public opinion swept over the lower, the middle, and leaped 
into the recess of the mountain districts. The result was, the Con- 
vention assembled with unprecedented unanimity. Some time 
was lost in consequence of a loathsome epidemic raging in Colum- - 
bia, that forced the Convention: to adjourn to Charleston. On the 
19th a cheeri ing voice from Alabama was heard. Your esteemed 
Commissioner, t who so ably represented your State, and was so ac- 
ceptable to the one to which he was ‘accredited, presented a tele- 
gram from your patriotic and popular Governor, that carried an 
electric thrill through every heart—“ tell the Convention to listen 
to no proposition of compromise or delay.” The next day, the 
20th, came the Ordinance annulling the compact which South 
Carolina þad entered into in 1788 with twelve other sover eign 
States, and resuming all delegated power, she became a free, sov- 
vreign, and indepehdent.commonwealth, At this point, the accu- 
mulated aggressions of the third of a century fell like shackles at 
her feet, and free, disinthralled, regenerated, she stood before her 
devoted “people like the genius of Liberty, beckoning them on to 
the performance of their duty. 

The argument closes here so far as Federal aggressions in 
South Carolina are concerned. But may we not pause in rever- 
ence and admiration before the vast monument built up by 
Southern genius and eloquence, in defending and warning a pur- 
secuted section of the measured approach of despotism, and that, 
too, in the face of the frowns and. blandishments of power; and 
there were some who, braving the imprecations of the enemy, 
and the importunities of friends, persisted in performing their 
sacred.duty to their section at all and every sacrifice. 

In obedience to instructions, I now present a certified copy of 
An Ordinance” to dissolve the Union betwéen the State of South 
Carolina and other States, united with her-under the compact 
entitled the “Constitution of: the United Statss.of America.” I 
am also instructed to invite your coéperation with South Carolina 
in the formation of a Southern Confederacy, and to submit the 
Federal Constitution as the basis of a provisional government.— 
That instrument, with the Southern construction given’ to it, 
would be safe until it, or one, could be deliberately amended and 
perfected. The exigency requires for the present, prompt and effi- 
cient action, and for this.purpose I am instructed to invite your 
State to meet her in-Convention at the earliest practicable day. 


* Hon. John A. Elmore, of Montgoniery, Commissioner from Alabama 
to “South Carolina. 
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' Mr. C. proceeded to say that, before he left Clhärleston,the Com- 
missionérs to the several States, in a meeting, had determined to 
suggest the first. Monday in February, the 3d. He said he had 
heard Montgomery: suggested, but was not authorized to say any- 
thing on that point himself. Mr. C, herepresented the Report-and 
. Resolutions from the Committee on “ Relations with slaveholding 
States, providing for Commissioners to such States,” and read the 
Resolutions: appended to the report, which he then submitted to 
the Convention. He also submitted “The address of the people 
of South Carolina; assembled in Convention, to the people of the 
slaveholding States,” and then proceeded: That no better illus- 
tration of the insidious approach and consummation of despotism 
can be found in history, than the progress of the Government of 
the United States to ‘consolidation and the usurpation of every 
vestige of State sovereignty. Even the mask that covered its ag- 
= gressions is now dropped, and it is making war and striking at in- 
dependent States that warmed it into-life. Beitso. The day of 
endurance is past. ‘The government of the United States will 
stand out in history a mock and reproach to every friend’ of free- 
dom or free institutions. We are in the midst of events, and 
enacting them, that will effect the condition, not only of ourselves 
but the world, -for weal or woe. In South Carolina, we feel the 
justice of our cause: we will defend our State to the last extremi- 
ty, be the consequences what they may. A common.cause unites 
Alabama and South Carolina and the other cotton States. “An 
Union at the earliest day between them will guarantee success— . 
We cannot be conquered ;> bit united, we will hurl defiance ‘at 
our assailants. The flag of Independence and. resistance is unfurl- 
ed in my State from the mountains to the sea-board. Old and 
young rally to its standard with the determination, if the attempt 
is made to coerce us, that we will “die freemen rather than live 
slaves.” 


Mr. Calhoun then laid before the Convention sundry documents, 
connected with his mission, which will be found in another part 
of this volume. l i 


` This History would not be complete if it were to conceal the 
great excitemént that prevailed in the Convention, and the deep 
interest that every mémber felt in-passing events. Telegraphic 
dispatches were frequently received and read, and seived the pur- 
pose of keeping up the animation.. o 
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On.this day Mr. Watts placed the following dispatches- before 
the Convention: 


BÝ TELEGRAPH FROM WASHINGTON, JANUARY 7, 1861. 


“The Republicans in the House, to-day, refused to consider the 
border State compromise—complimented Maj. Anderson, and 
pledged to sustain -the President.” ` 

MOORE & CLOPTON. 


TELEGRAPH FROM RICHMOND TO'GOV. MOORE. 


“Legislature passed, by one hundred and twelve (112) to.five (5), 
to resist any attempt to coerce a:seceding State, by all the means 
in ker power. What has your Convention done ? ? Gọ out prompt- 
ly and all will be right.” 3 å. FE HOPKINS, 

ee . FE. M. GILMER.. 

The Governor serit up the following Message, in answer. to the 
resolution of yesterday : 


Montgomery, Ala., Jan.’ 8, 1861. 
GENTLÈMEN OF THE CONVENTION : 


‘Jn obedience to the resolution adopted by the Convention ‘yes- 
terday, requiring me to communicate any information I may have 
respecting the condition of the country, I herewith transmit such 
information as is in my posséssion, touching the public interests, 
and a ‘brief statement of my acts in regard: thereto, and the rea- 
sons therefor. All of which are respectfully submitted to the con- 
sideration of the Convention. 

Very respectfully, 


-Execurive DEPARTMENT, | 


A. B. MOORE. 


X 


The General Assembly at its last session passed unanimously, 
‘ with two exceptions, resolutions requiring the Governor, in the 
event of the election of a Black Republican; to order elections to 
be held for delegates to a Convention of the State. The contin- 
gency contemplated having occurred, making it necessary for me 
- to call a Convention, writs of election were issued immediately 
after the votes of the electorial college were cast. It was my opin- 
ion that, under the peculiur phraseolog ay of the resolutions, Iwas 
not authorized to order elections upon the casting of the popular 
vote. I, therefore, determined not to do so. 

As the slaveholding States havea cémmon interest in the insti- 
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tution; of slavery, and must be common sufferérs in its overthrow, 
I deemed: it proper, and it appeared to be the general sentiment of 
the people, that Alabama should consult and advise with the-other 
slaveholding States, sò far as practicable, as ta what is best to 
be done to protect their interest. and honor in the impending crisis.. 
And seeing that the Conventions of South Carolina and Florida - 
would: probably‘ act. before the Convention of Alabama assem- 
bled, and’ that the Legislatures of some-of the States would meet, | 
and might adjourn without calling Conventions, prior to the meet- 
ing of our Convention, and thus the opportunity of conferring 
with them upon the great and vital questions on which you are 
called to act—l determined to appoint Commissioziers‘to all the 
slaveholding States. After appointing them to those States whose 
Conventions and Legislatures were to meet in advance of the Ala- 
bama Convention, it was suggested by wise counselors, that if 1 


- did not make similar appointments to the other Southern States, 


Nee neat eel 


it would seem to be, making an invidioys distinction, which was 
not intended. Being convinced that it might be so'tonsidered, I 
then determined to appoint Commissioners to all the slaveholding 
States, and made the following eppointments : s3 


A. E. Hopkins and Fy M: Gilmer, Commissioners to Virginia. 
John A. Elmore, Commissioner to South Carolina: 


£ 


-. L W. Garrott and-Robert H. Smith, Commissioners to North 


Carolina. . 
J. L. M. Curry, Commissioner to Maryland. 
David Clopton, Commissioner.to Delaware. 

`S. F. Hale, Commissioner to Kentucky. 
William Cooper, Commissioner to Missouri. - 
L. P. Walker, Commissioner to Tennessee. 
David Hubbard, Commissioner to Arkansas. 
John A. Winston; Commissioner to Louisiana. 
J. M. Calhoun, Commissioner to Texas. ` 
E. C. Bullock, Commissioner to Florida. 
John Gill Shorter, Commissioner to Georgia. 
E. W. Pettus, Commissioner to Mississippi. < 


All these gehtlemen aré well kiiowni to the people of Alabama, 
and distinguished for their’ability, integrity and patriotism. The 
following is a-copy of the-commission to each of them, in sub- 
stances | : 7 ‘ie St 

". Executive DEPARTMENT, ; 

o a . ‘Montgomery, Ala., Dec., 1860. 

Wuerzas, the election of Abraham Lincoln, a Black Republi- 
can, to the Presidency of the United States, by a purely sectional 
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vote, and by. a party whose leading and publicly avowed object is 
the destruction of-the institution of slavery as it exists in the 
slaveholdingStates, is an.acçomplished fact; and whereas, the suc- 
cess of said party, and the power which it now has, and soon will 
acquire, greatly endanger the peace, interests, security and honor 
of the slaveholding States, and make it necessary that prompt and 
effective measures should. be adopted to avoid the evils which 
must result from a Republican administration of the Federal Go- 
vernment; and as the interest dnd destiny of the slaveholding 
States are the same, they must naturally sympathize with each 
other; they, ther efor e, so far as may be practicable, should: con- 
sult and advise together as to what ‘is best to Be done to protect 
their mutual interest and honor. 

Now, therefore, in consideration of the premises, I, Gun B. 
‘Moore, Governor of the: ‘State of Alabama, by- virtue of the gen- 
eral powers in nie vested, do hereby constitute and appoint Col. 
John A. Elmore, a citizen of said State, a Commissioner to the 
sdvereign State of South Carolina, ‘to ‘consillt and advise with his 
‘Excellency, Gov. Wm. H. Gist, and the members of the Conven- 
tion to, be assembled in said State on thé 17th day of December, 
inst., as to what is best to be done to protect the rights, interests 
- and honor of the slaveholding States, and to report the result of 
such corisultation in time to enable me to communicate the same 
to the Convention of the State of Alabama, to be held on the 7th 
day of January next. 

In testimony whereof Ihave hereunto signed my name, and cau- 
[L.S] sed the Great Seal of the State to be affixed, in the city 

'~ of Montgomery, this —— day of December, A. D. 1860. 

=: A. B. MOORE. 


I herewith transmit to you the reports, so far as they have been 
received, and will lay before the Convention any others that may 
be made, immediately on their receipt. I trust that my course in 
the appointment of these Commissioners will meet the approba- 
tion of the Convention. 

Having satisfactory evidence to bélieve ce Alabama would 
Withdraw from the present Union, I considered it my duty to take 
such steps as would enable the Convention and Legislature to pro- 
vide the means of putting the State in-a condition to protect and 
defend her citizens, in the event of her secession. 

' Knowing that the Treasury was not provided with funds suffi- 
cient for the purpose—that bonds, at sucha crisis; could not be 
sold out of the State, except at a great sacrifice, and believing that, 
at such a time, additional ‘taxation upon the people, should be a- 
voided, if: possible, I determined to take the responsibility of re- 
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questing the banks to suspend specie, payments, for the purpose 
of retaining their specie to aid the State, provided it should be- 
come necessary. With this view, I addressed a letter to each of 
the banks,'a copy of ‘which will be found in the following address 
to the people of Alabama, published on the —— day of Decem- 
ber, 1860.. I refer the Convention to’ this’address for a full state- 
ment of. the reasons which induced my action in this matter: 


Executive DEPARTMENT, — fo 
l Montgomery, Ala., Dec. 17, 1860. f ~ 
To rae PEOPLE or ALABAMA: 0 'o Soo 

. Strong appeals have been made to me, by many citizens from. 
different sections of the State, to convene the Legislature for the 
` purpose of: providing. the ways and means of protecting the in- 
terests,and honor of.the State in tlie impending crisis; and for the 
further purpose of authorising the. banks to suspend specie pay- 
‘mints, to: enable 'them-to furhish greater facilities for moving the 
cotton. crop, and thus relieve, to some extent, the embarrassed : 
condition of the ‘cotton market, and the people. These appeals 

were madé by those; whose opinions are entitled to the highest’ 
respect, and, are disconnected witk’ the banks, either:as directors: . 
or stockholders. After giving to the subject the fullest considera- 
tion, and viewing it in all its bearings, I determined not to con- 
vene the Legislature, for réasons which I will now give. 

I did not doubt, and do not now, that.the Convention, to meet 
on the 7th January; will-determine that Alabama shall withdraw 
from the presént Union, at an early. day. 

Should this contingency occur, it will be necessary forthwith to 
convene the Legislature to provide. for whatevér the action of the 
Convention may render. necessary, in the way of legislation..— 
The imposition upon the State of the expenses of the Convention, 
and two-extra session of the Legislature at this time, when econo- 
my is a matter of the highest consideration, ought to be avoided, if 
it could bedoneconsistently with the public interests. If the Leg- 
gislature could anticipate the. action of the Convention, and pro- 
vide. for it, it would supersede the necessity of convening, after 
the Convention shall have acted ; but this would be impossible, ` 

It was my opinion, that if I-issued a proclamation. calling an 
extra session of the Legislature, every one would believe that the 
object, in part, was to authorize the banks to suspend specie, pay- 
ments. ` This would have caused an immediate run upon them, 
and would, in’a great measure, have exhausted their specie, and 
thus rendered them unable to aid the State in her emergency, òr 
relieve. the-people. = San eee oo ge tae * oe 
It appeared: to me, that these difficulties. could be avoided, by” 
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the banks and myself assuming responsibilities, which never should 
be done under any. other circumstances. ‘I considered if a matter 
of the utmost importance that the specie, in the vaults of the 
banks, should be kept there, so far as it could be done, in order 
fo aid the State-in providing the means to sustain herself in the 
approaching crisis. It would be inexpedient, at such a time, to 
tax the people, and State bonds could not now be sold, except ata 
great sacrifice. I considered it the duty of banks, upon whom 
extraordinary privileges had been conferred, to come to the aid of 
the State in her hour of need, and therefore. determined to request 
‘them, at the same time, to suspend specie payments, and retain 
their specie for the benefit and security of the State, so far as 
might be necessary. 

‘In. this way, a run upon the banks wauld be avoided, and .they 
would remain in a condition to relieve the State from immediate- 
ly taxing her people, or selling bonds at a heavy discount; and 
render unnecessary an extra session of the Legislature, before the 
mesting of the Convention. $ 

: Fhe extensión ‘of relief to the on in selling their’ cotton 
crops would follow as an incident. «In consideration of the 
premises, ł addressed to each of the banks a letter, of wuch the 
oeng iE is a copy *, i 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ) 
Montgomery, Ala., Dec. 4, 1860. 
To THE PRESIDENT AND DIRECTORS OF. ae l ; 
CENTRAL BANK OF ALABAMA, MONTGOMERY, ALA: 


- GENTLEMEN :—The peculiar and extraordinary state of public 
affairs and the interest of the State, make it a matter of State ne- 
cessity to retain in the vaults of the banks all the. gold and silver 
in their possession. 

From present prospects, there can scarcely be a doubt that Ala- 
bama will secede from the Union before the 4th day of March 
next. Should that contingeney ocewr, it will be necessary for the 
State to raise not less than a million of, dollars in specie, or its 
equivalent. Under the circumstances which surround us, we 
could not sell State bonds, either in the North or in Europe, ex- 
cept at .a ruinous. discount ;; and it would be inexpedient to tax 
the people immediately for that purpose. Hew, then, can the 
State secure the money, that may be necessary, in her emergency ? 

But one practicable plan now presents itself to my mind, and 
that is to call upon the banks of the State to come to our aid. The 
course of events; and the suspension of the South Carolina and 
Georgia banks, will create more or less uneasiness in the minds of 
pill-holders, ‘and will induce many of them to draw the specie 


i 


ps 
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from the banks to the extent of the notes: they may hold, and thus 
render the banks unable to aid‘the.State, as. they otherwise could 
do. ` eg : -i i l ; 

I am strongly urged, from various parts of the State, to convene 
the Legislature, for the purpose of authorizing the banks to sus- 


pend specie payments, and thus enable them to retain their-specie’ 


‘for the purposes suggested. 
I have ¥eflegted much and anxiously upon the subject. - T am 


satisfied, were I to convene the Legislature for the purpose stated, `- 


that it would produce a run. on the banks, and in a great measure 
exhaust their speeie and defeat, the object I haye-in view. 

: With the view, then,-of enabling the banks to retain their spe- 
cie for the purpose aforesaid, I deem it my duty, under the tir- 
eircumstances, to advise and -request:them to suspend, all at the 
same time. T DE oe i 

„The high.and patriotic motives which would. induce the aet, 
would sustain the banks and me. ~ There ean be no doubt that the 
. Convention and Legislature, soon to meet, will sustain and legal-. 


. > 


ize the act: Twill sanction it; and will institute no proceedings , 


, against them’ and in my message to the Legislature and Conven- 
tion will urge them to sanction the act, which.I am sure they will 
jo.” aa h 

If need be, after the suspension, I will write an address‘to the 
people of the State, stating the faets and circumstances under 
whieh the step was taken. Iam satisfied that the banks are in 

. a sound ‘eondition, and can maintain it through the present. crisis ; 

but it will render them unable to give the State thas aid she will 


need. ; 


‘ I have written similar letters to all the banks.- ~The contents of - 


this communication are réspectfully submitted to your considera-. 
tion. ` Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
d: A.-B. MOORE. 


At my suggestion ‘and request, asd for the purposes stated in 
my letter, the Commereial Bank at Selma, the Central Bank: at 
Montgomery, and the Hastern Bank at Eufaula, suspended this 
day.-’ Itis due to those banks that I should say (being advised of 
their condition) that they are able -to-sustain themselves through 
the crisis, and ‘that they -have taken this important step with the 
high and patriotic motive of sustaining the State, as shown by the 
response of each of, them to my letter. Their letters‘are filed in 
my office, and would-have been published but for the length they 
would give this communieation. - l i a : 


There is no- necessity for any depreciation in their notes, as 


` there can be no question of-their solvency. 
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The circumstances under which they ‘have suspended, should re- 
lieve them from any censure. ‘If censure is‘ to fall upon any 
one, it should be upon me, and [ rely for my justification upon 
the manifest propriety and necessity of the act, as well as the mo- 
tives which induced it. The Bank of Mobile, and the Southern 
Bank of Alabama -decline to suspend, ‘but patriotically pledge 
themselves -to raise their proportion of the: amount suggested in 
my letter, should there be a necessity for it. These two ; banks be- 
ing located in Mobile, can procure specie and exchange with more 
facility than the banks in the interior, and are not so liable to be 
prejudiced by the suspended banks-of South Carolina and Geor- © 
gia. Hence their ability to aid the State without suspending 
specie payments. 

The Northern Bank at Huntsville, also declines to suspend, on 
account of peculiar circumstances which surround it. 

I have now briefly stated the circumstances and facts, connect- 
ed with the suspension of three of our banks, in accordance with 
the promise contained in my, letter, and hope they will be satisfac- 
tory to the enlightened and patriotic people of Alabaina, for whose 
‘benefit this great: responsibility has been assumed, . 

. i ` A. B. MOORE. 

I am authorized to say that the banks are prepared to loan the 
State their proportionate share.of one, million dollars, should her 
necessities require it. 

‘Phe Convention is aware that | have had Fort Morgan, Fort 

Gaines, and Mount Vernon, occupied by the troops of Alabama.— 
My reasons for this important step are briefly and plainly set forth 
im the ‘following letter to the President. of the United States, as 
soon as I -was officially manors that the Forts and Arsenal had 
been occupied: l 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Montgomery, y Ala:, Jan. 4, 1861. j 
To His E EXCELLENCY JAMES BUCHANAN, 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES : 


Srk :—In a spirit of. frankness, I hasten to inform you by letter 
that, by my order, Fort Morgan and Fort Gaines and the United 
States Arsenal at Mount Vernon, were, on yesterday peaceably: 
occupied, and are. now held by the troops of the State of Alabama. 
That this act on my part may not be misunderstood by the Govern- 
ment of the United States, I, proceed to state the motives which 
have induced it, and the reasons which justify it, and also the 
course of conduct with yiee I design to follow that act. 


THE CONVENTION OF ALABAMA. 4} 


. A Convention of. the people of this State will, in pursuance of | 
previously enacted Jaw, assemble on .the 7th inst. I was fully | 
convinced, by the evidences -which I had, that that Convention 
“would, atan early day, in the exercise of an authority which, in 
my judgement, of right belongs to it,. withdraw the. State of Ala- - 
bama from the Government of the United States, and place it in 
the attitude .of a separate: and independent. power. Being thus 
convinced, I deemed it my duty to take every precantionary step 
to make the secession of the State peaceful, and prevent detriment 
to her people. While entertaining such a conviction as to my du- 
ty, I received such information as left me but little, if any, room 
to doubt that the Government of the United States, anticipating 
the secession of ‘Alabama, and preparing to maintain its authority 
within this State by force, even to the shedding of blood and the 
.sacrifice of the lives of the people, was about to reinforcé those 
Forts, and put a guard over the Arsenal. Having that informa- 
tion, it was but an dct of self-defence, and the plainest dictate of 
prudence to anticipate and guard against the contemplated move- 
ment’ of the.authorities of the General Government. .: Apprecia- 
ting, as I am suteyou do, the courage ard spirit of our people, you 
must be sensible that no attempt at ‘the ‘coercion ‘of the State, or ' 
at the.enforcement by military power of the authority of the Unit-. 
ed States within its jurisdiction, in contravention of the ordinance 
of secession, can be effectual unless our utmost capacity for resist- 
ance. can ‘be exhausted.’ It-.would have been. an‘ unwise policy, 
suicidal in its character, to have permitted the Government of the 
United States to have made undisturbed preparation, within this ` 
State, to enforce, by war and bloodshed, an authority which it is 
_the fixed purpose, of the people of the State to resist to the utmost 
of their power. A -policy, so’ manifestly unwise, would probably . 
have beén overruled by an éxcited. ànd- discontented people, and 
popular violence might have accomplished that, which has been 
.done by the State much more appropriately arid much more consis- 
tently with the prospect ofpeacé, and the interests of the parties 
concerned. Š i oe ai 
‘The purpose with which my order was given and has been exe- 
cuted, was to avoid, and not to provoke, hostilities between the 
‘State and Federal Government. There is no object, save the tion- 
or and dignity of my State, which is by me so ardently desired as 
the preservation of amicable relations between this State and the 
Government of the United States. That the secession of the 
State, made necessary by the conduct of others, may be peaceful, 
A hd prayer, as well as the prayer of every patriotic man in the, 
ate. os : f i = 


+ 


4 


r 
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An inventory: of the property in the Forts and- Arsedal has 
been ordered, and the strictest care will be taken to prevent the 
injury or destruction of it, while - peaceable relations: continue to 

exist, as-I trust they will. The Forts and. Arsenal will be held 
-by my order, only för the precautionary purpose for which they 
were taken, and subject to the control -of the Convention of the 
people to assemble on the 7th inst. 
With distinguished consideration, 
Tam your obedient servant, 


A. B. MOORE. 


The Forts and Arsenal will be held subject to such instructions 
and directions as the Convention may think proper to give. Strict 
orders have been given the officers in command at the places men- 
toned, to take an inventory of the arms and ammunition, : and pub- 
lie stores, and see tliat all are protected and preserved. 

I am fully aware that, in all I have done in régard to de mat- 
„ters herein communicated, "Ihave taken great responsibilities — 
For my, justification, I rely’ upon the propriety and necessity of the 
course I have taken, and apon the wisdom and patriotism of. the 
©.nvehtion and people of Alabama. In this great and trying cri- 
sis, I have done all [ could do to prepare the State for any emer- 
gencies that might occur. The great and responsible duty of pro- 
tecting the rights, interests.and honor of Alabama, is now imposed 
on the Convention ; ; and I do not doubt that her present proud 
‘and high positiom will be maintained. May the God of Wisdom 
and Justice guide you in your counsels. 

l l _ MOORE. 


The President laid; bite the Convention the Silo wag tele 
graphic dispatches, from the Hon. ‘Edmund W. Pettis, Commia- 
sioner from Alabama to Mississippi; and from the Hon. E. C. 
Bullock, Commissioner from Alabama to Florida: 

t Jackson, Miss., Jan. %—* A resolution has been passed to 
raise a Committee of fifteen to draft the ordinance of secession.’ 


E. W. Perrus. 


“ The Gonpeutzon met at twelve (12. > Mr. Barry is President. 


The State will probably secede to-morrow or next day.” 
E. W. Perrvs.. 


“ Tallahassee, Fla. Jii 7 —Convention, by vote of one hun- 
dred and sixty-two (162) to five (5,) adopted resolutions in favor 
of immediate secession. Committee Apples to prepare ordi- 
nance of secession.” . C. Butiocr. 
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PROPOSED SECRET. SESSIONS. 


When Mr.:Calhoun addressed the Convention to- day, ‘there was 
applause i in the-galleries and lobby, and in the, Convention. It 
seemed difficult, to restrain this, disposition ; and the President in- 
‘timated that the galleries would have te be cleared if ordér was not 
observed. - This led to a discussion, and the following propositions : 


Mr.J EMISON introduced resolutions as follows : i gp 


` Resolved, Ist. That all the deliberations of this Convention shall 
be held with closed doors, and in secret, unless, otherwise directed 
by the Convention. 

Resolved, 2d. That on a inotion to open the doors of the Con- 
vention, there shall be no debate unless by consent of two- thirds of 
the Convention. 

Resolved, 3d., That those persons invited within the bar of the 
Convention shall not be excluded from the secret sessions, unless 
so ordered: by the Convention. à i 

Resolved, 4th. That an‘ obligation of strict secrecy, in regard to 
the’ secret deliberations of ‘this: Convention, is imposed upon all 
members: and. persons invited within the bar, an the officers of 
this Convention. — - 

. Resolved, 5th. That the lobby be set apart for de use ol E the, 


ladies, while we are in open session, 


Mr. BAgER, of Russell, sowed to strike out the first eia 
and insert the following: — `’ 


. Resolved, That whenever this ‘Convention -shall deem it neces- 
sary to hold a secret séssion, it may be done on motion and a ma- 
jority vote of the Convention, and thereupon the Door-keeper shall 
clear the lobby and galleries, and that no debate shall be had on: 
a motion to go into. Secret session. i 


Mer. Yancey said : 

That he was in favor ` of secret sessions on | certain. qüestions. 
The: proposition of the gentleman. from Tuscaloosa [Mr. Jemi- 
son,] however, was not such as wholly met his approval, ` That 
proposition makes sccret session the rule, and open session the 
exception. He would reverse it, and make open session the rule, 
and secret ‘session the exception., “Whenever any matter came 
ùp, which it would be policy to consider in secret session, Ít would | 
he easy to move to close the: doors. 


a 
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It was a matter, however, of ‘but ‘little real moment, which way 
it was decided, and he would: vote for the resolutions of the gentle- 
man from Tuscaloosa, [Mr. Jemison, | rather than not have se- 
eret SeSsions..- . 


Mr. Poser said: : 


That he would prefer to confer upon the President the power 
+o order the doors to be closed, when in his judgment it was prop- 
er to go into secret, session ; this would remove another objection 
which has been urged against closing thé doors upon motion by 
the vote of the majority.of the Convention; that is, the necessity 
of revealing to the house’ the subject-matter which required secre- 
oy in deliber ation, and thus defeat the sole ob} ect of sitting with 

losed doors. 

The President of the Convention’ must know the nature of every 
dispatch and message, from the Governor; in a word, the chair 
will know what is the character of all subjects demanding the de- 
liberations of this body, and in his judgment and sound discretion 
the Convention may safely confide. 


That there are questions of very grave importance, which pru- 
lence and the public safety-alike require, should not yet bemade pub- 
lic, Mr. P. admitted to be true ; at the same time, he was unwilling 
to ‘adopt the rule of secret session, ‘and open doors the exception, 
for the reason that much of the business of the Convention may 
not be of that delicate complexion, requiring closed doors for its 
vonsideration. 

` The demonstrations inthe galleries, Mr. P: admitted, were im- 
proper; but he thought such indiscretions would not be repeated; 
and he was unwilling to exclude from the:galleries so many of our 
fellow-citizens, who, in common with the members of this Conven- 
tion, were so deeply interested in its deliberations. © ` 


AR. WILLIAMSON said : 


Asa general rule, applause in the lobby -and 1 galleries should - 
not be tolerated ; but regardless of rules, there are times when 
“ out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” This, 
str, is an occasion, which, in my’ judgment, justifies a departure 
froin that rule. I have no doubt but that Alabama will respond 
in thunder tones to the noble sentiments expressed by the gallant 
Chrolinian accredited to our State, for the purpose of notifying -us 
officially of the secession of South Carolina from the-United States. : 
In the course of ‘his remarks, he informed us, that she was induc: 
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ed to take-the step, believing it to be essential to the vindication 
of her rights and honor, against; a dominant sectional party, bent. 
upori the destruction of the whole South. This, sir, many. of. us 
believe; and when told that her sons, from the mountains to the 
sea-shore, had determined to strike, if need -be solitary and alone, 
in defence of Liberty, it was'quite natural for those who feel deep- 
ly, and anxious, at once to unite with them in repelling insult and 
injury, to give expression to their feelings. Iam sure, butfor the 
deference and respect entertained-for this body, the air would have 
been rent with a wild shout of approval, instead of the almost ena- 
dible hunv of applause from the lobby and galleries: ona 


-` - Mr. Crark, of Laurence, said r Abo, . te ae. 4 
. If the design of such demonstrations is to influence the deliber- 
ations of.the Gonvention, they will: prove, no doubt, utterly fruit. . 
less; and therefore, if: there were no other objections, I would be 
in favor‘of permitting gentlemen to amuse themselves ad libitum, 
' by hand-clapping, foot-stamping, big-smiles, or in any other man- 
` ner, which their. singular appetite for noise might' prefer. There , 
arë other reasons, however,-why this clamor from outside places 
. should be suppressed. Inthe midst-of' the confusion it is impossi- 
ble to hear; besides, it tends naturally to disturb the harmony ‘of 
our counsels, and is wholly inconsistent with that. calm, sober and. 
reflecting mind which should characterize ah oecasion.so solemn 
and impressive. . That we are enacting a drama for history is ab- 
solutely- certain; whether-it is a tragedy or a farce will transpire 
hereafter.” Therefore, unless the galleries ‘shall be .immediately. 
cleared, the Convention should certainly. adjourn to the Theatre, 
where the-dramatis persone will not only have fuller sweep. to 
play “fantastic tricks,” but.applause from an.enraptured auditory 
-will be.entirely proper. a mare . 


Mr. Morgay said: 


Mr. President—I have before expressed my opinion that the 
order of this body: should: be preserved against all efforts to dis- 
“turb it.. So: far, we have found it impossible to preserve proper 
order, arid the result has been that we are unable even to compre- - 
hend much that has been ‘said by members of the Convention 
Allusion has been made by some gentleman to the fact. that- we 
represent the-people,; and that the people, have a right :to - witness 
‘our deliberations. | am yery fond of the people, but I have al 
ways. found that. the best’ recommendation a seryant can bring to 


| 
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his master i is, that he has done his duty, not with eye service. The 
impossibility of repressing applause with the feet has been referred 
to ‘by some gentleman. [ regret this, for while I admit that the 
earnest and elevated thoughts which have just. been uttered by the 


_ distinguished Commissioner from South Carolina have fallen upon 


my heart with unusual power, I thought the occasion, the presence, 
and the greatname which he has inherited, and lived to honor, would 
have moved us to a deeper and purer tone of feeling, and a more 
appropriate mode of expression. 


I love that sort of patriotism which glows in the bur ning cheek 
and glisters in the falling tear; which ‘brings our manhood up to 
the ‘willing endurance of great suffeirng for the cause of right and 
justice. if approve it more than I do that zeal which rattles off 
rounds of applause with the feet and with caries upon the floor. 
The: best reasons can be shown for the adoption of the resolitions 
of the gentleman from Tuscaloosa. lt will remove from this 


~- chamber the hot impulse which moves the-people to demand the 


immediate-passage of the Ordinance of Secession. Every argu- 
ment must be heard on both sides, and we must take counsel to- 
gether. ‘No mari can render me a’ better service than to keep me 
in check until my judgment ¢an fully approve a measure which 
every emotion of my nature urges me to’ adopt. Tam now pre- 
pared for Secession, fully prepared, and anxious to hasten the mo- 
ment of deliverance.. But I must not go alone, while others, wisér 
than myself, may ask me to delay until they are prepared to go 
with me, or until.their reason admonishes them that they ‘cannot 
go. I speak in reference to the people of our own State. I would, 
at least, listen respectfully until I should be convinced that longer 
delay” would be useless of dangerous. 


We cannot debate the question pr operly in open Convention, 
Connected with the question of Secession there are many facts 
which, for reasons of public policy, ought not now to be stated. 
No Convention of the cliaracter of that now sitting here has con- 
ducted all its deliberations openly. No skillful General or pru- 
dent Diplomat would opén the secrets of: his counsels to the ear 
of his adversary or enemy. Why should we do so? Are we in 
a more secure position than our fathers were when the Congress, 
at- Philadelphia, was sitting with clòsed doors and promulgating 
resolves and laws under the veil of secrecy to the people of the 
Colonies? : Make secret sessions the. rule ahd open sessions the 
exception, and the people will not be continually excited with 
telegrams to the effect that the Convention has gone into secret 
session. The people are not-afraid of their representatives here. 
They have no fear that an American will ever attempt to estab- 
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lish another. Star Chamber. If we trust them as implicitly as they 
trust us, we will need no explanation of our opinion that their in- 
terests are, to be promoted by our sitting with closed doors. 
a ' - : . a 

Mr. Dowvz tt said: i ee j 
Mr, President—Two propositions. are before the Convention, 
The one by the gentleman from Tuscaloosa [Mr. Jemison, } eġ- 
tablishes the rule of secret sessions, open doors the exception. 
The substitute offered by the gentleman from Russell, [ Mr. Fpa- 
ker;] would-establish the rule of public sessions, closed doors-éhe 
exception. -I shall certainly support the latter proposition. uate 
will be but little necessity and very few occasions for- going fato 
secret session. We shall have nothing to. conceal from ourjown _ 
people ; all our discussions on subjects in which they-are vitally 
interested should be public—these will be numerous. Let/ them 
chear, and lét the country know as,speedily as possible, the temper - 
and principles of this body, We speak for the people and thepeo- - 
ple should hear our voice, and fill its, volume with the great cho- , 
rus of accord and ‘approbation. I am willing to admit that, in the ` 
` progress of our deliberations, some subjects will arise connected - 
with our safety and defence demanding secrecy and ‘dispatch.. We 
can anticipate such occasions, and on motion go into secret session. 
About the propriety of this no. body will dispute. We are con- 
tending against a wily and an unscrupulous eneyny. From him 
[ would conceal all that we do. We-despair of‘changing his mad 
policy by appeals to his reason, and we are unwilling to notify 
him of defensive plans which his wicked ingexiuity-might forestall 
or defeat. Open always to friends—show rothing to an enemy. 
Let them find-out our plans in their development. and execution. 
When secret sessions are demanded all will see the necessity, and 
there will be no difficulty in closing the doors at any time. - But 
let our deliberations as far as possible ‘be open; be public. Of 
- our cause We are not ashamed: we speak to the world in behalf 
of our great cause, and we know that Æ response of approbation 
will come up from true and patriotic’ hearts every where. For- 
these-reasons I shall vote for the substitute, and T trust that. the 
Convention will adopt ite. / 


` Mr. BAxeEr, of Russell, addyessed the Convention, briefly, im 
favor of his substitute, admitting’ the propriety of closing the doors- 
on appropriate occasions, as it might become necessary tò discuss. 
certain questions, when expediency and the public good demand 
secrecy. But, asa general râle, he thought that the doors should: 


Blow “nag, $ 


, 48 HISTORY AND DEBATES OF 


remain open. The desire of the people to listen to our discussions 
-must be great indeed, if we are to judge by the manifestations of 
interest which we see around us. ‘This desire should be gratified, 
as far as prudence and a just regard to the public interest ‘should 
allow. - Not only have the people a great desire to -hear and see 
what is going on in this body, but they have the right to hear and 
so see; and this right should not be abrided, except from positive 
necessity. And the people have not only the right to see and 
te hear, but they are at least to be excused, if, now and then, under 
a feeling of rapture, which may sometimes be uncontrollable, they 
should give utterance to their feelings in such demonstrations as 
we have witnessed to-day. He was not able at all times to control 
his own feelin gs, and he was willing to judge others by himself. 


Ma. JONES, of Lauderdale, said ; 


L oncur with the gentleman from Russell, [ Mr. Baker,] ir in most 

of the remarks he, has- ‘just submitted to the. Convention. Like 
him, T believe, that on all proper occasions: the people should be 
admitted to the galleries to witness the’ action of their representa- 
hives. : 
In times like ias when the publi¢ aaa is deeply moved by 
passing events—when ‘expectation is on tip-toe to catch every re- 
port in reference to the action of this body, armed as it is, with 
powers full and ample to tear down in an hour the Government 
under which we were born—it is not to be presumed that the peo- 
ple, interested alike with us in the great drama now being enacted, 
should be spectators unmoved by the peuumente “expressed on this 
floor. 

But, sir, there ara bounds ‘beyond which the exhibition of 
this feeling’ should no: g0. 

The boisterous manifestation of applause or dissatisfaction is in- 
compatible alike with the dignity of this body and the calm and 
thorough investigation of the momentous issues intrusted to us. 

The $ gentleman : fróm Russell says, “This ‘applause should not be 
suppresed j”? ji hesays, “That when men feel deeply they must speak 
out,” — that, it is eustomaty in his section for persons when they 
go to church and get happy to shout as loud; and as much as they 
please, and no one dares object.” To all this I agree. I will, how- 
ever, suggest, that the great Methodist Church, of which I am an 
outside pillar, consider this as one of our -reser ved rights, and yet, 
we limit the. enjoyment of this privilege to our own churches} we 
are always quiet-when in the house of our Presbyterian or Episco- 
pal friends. Nor is this me prope ouse for the manifestation of 
popular applause. - 
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Mk. Barer, of Russell, said: 


He was very glad to leart that his friend from Lauderdale was 
a member of the church. He had known hima long time and had 
never suspected it.before; he had recently met ‘him at ohe ortwo 
places where members were not expected. - 


Mr. Jones rejoined: 


As my friend. from Russell is--an old member, I should like 
for him to explain how.he met me there without being there him- 
self. I assure him that I am-not yet a member, but. when I do 
join, I fear I shall meet my friend fromi Russell but Se doni for I 
intend to keep out of en company. 


-This discussion was continued, ‘with anal animation, when Mr. 
Baker’s substitute was lost, and the Convention’ resolved to sit, as 
a general rule, pa closed doors.. 


r 


: SECRET SESSION." 


Mr. Watts presented ‘thé following dispatches received at Moni- 
gomerý, Jan. 8,.1861, by telegraph from Richmond. 


To Gov. A. B. Moore: 
Our friends here think the immediate secession of ovens not 


postponed to any future time, would exercise a favorable, perhaps 
controlling effect on the Seces sion of Virginia. 


F: M: GILMER, JR., 
N F. HOPKINS. a 


Beal at Montgomery, Jan. 8th, 1861, by telegraph from 
Pensacola. 


To T. H. Warts : a 
See Major Chase. Send us five hundred : men immediately. Let 
us know. © > l "A EK. MAXWELL. 
E B. A. PERRY. | 


“Received at Montgomery. Jan. 8th, 1861, by Gii from 
Mobile, Ala. : 


To Gov. A. B. Moons : 

"Shall United States armed vessels: be TER to enter harbor? 7 

If so, shall they be fired on and destroyed ? ? > Specific instructions . 

wanted. They should not enter, else our forts haye no protection. 
G. B. DUVAL. 


~ 
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Mr. Yancey moved that a eommittee of o one be appointed to 
mri with the-Governor, and get any information he may haye in 
relation to the Florida Forts. ` Adopted, and Mr. Ketchum ap- 
pointed. - 


` Mr. KETCHUM ilum and. reported seii has the Gov- 
ernor would make a communication as soon as it could be prepared. — 


' TROOPS TO BE = FLORIDA. 
Mr. Cocurax introduced the folg ing resolutions : 


Resolved, That the Governor of this State is requested and 
authorized to take such steps, and employ such measures, as in his 
judgment may be necessary to protect the interest of the people of 
Alabama ; and that his action in taking temporary possession of 
the forts and arsenals within the borders of Alabama is approved.. 

Resolved, 2d, That to enable the Governor to carry out the ob- 
jects of the pteceding resolution, the sum of ten thousand dollars 
“is hereby: appropriated and placed at his disposal... 


"Mr. :YANCEY moved ` ‘to strike outrall after the word“ Resolved,” 
and insert: 


` That the Governor of this State- be instructed to accept the ser- 
` vices of five hundred Volunteers, to be placdd u under orders of the 

Governor of Florida, with a view to the taking possession of the 
forts at Pensacola, for the purpose of protecting the State of Ala- 
bama from invasion and coercion, during the deliberations of this 
Convention upon the question of resuming the sovereign powers of 
the State of Alabama ; and for this purpose, ten thousand dollars pe 
appropriated out of funds in the Treasury. 


The andae was accepted, as was also the follows amend- 
ment offered by Mr. DARGAN : 


Resolved, That the citizens of this State who havé volunteered 
for the defence ‘thereof, or who may volunteer as soldiers under 
the authority of our ‘sister slaveholding States for their defence 
against any ‘hostile or. coercing power, shall be protected by the 
power of this State, against any proceeding which may be insti- 
tuted against them by the- Government of the United States on 
-that acconnt. . 


+ 


Mr. "CLEMENS said: That he doubted the. power ee in the 
resolution toappropriate money. But he did not regard that as im- 
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portant He was not satisfied that-thére was any real necessity for 
the passage of the resolution at all. If there was an emergency, he 
would’ not pause to inquire: into smaller matters. But if the 


resolution. was pressed, without further information, he should be 


constrained to vote against it. 
ka 3 . 


Mr. COCHRAN, after’ earnestly.urging immediate’action on the, 


resolutions, continued : 


There is: no necessity, for delay, no-wisdom in delay, but great 
folly. \Here-is an appeal from the Executive of a neighboring 
State, urgently requesting our aid. The Convention of the peo- 
ple of Florida is now in session. . They must be permitted to delib- 
erate in peace. It would be unjust in us, under the circumstan- 
ces, to pause for further information. To doubt the existence of 
the'necessity for this aid, as requested by Florida, would be an in- 

_ dignity to that State, If the aid is to be granted, let it be grant- 
ed at once. -One day’s delay, and.all may be lost. In emergencies, 
such as those which now surround us, all success depends pon 


the rapidity of our movements. “ Secrecy in, council and celerity’ - 


- in war,” is an axiom built upon the experience of ages. We haye 
adopted the one—let, us carry-out'the other. Let us act now, and 
act promptly. EE E E - T 


Mr. KIMBAL said : 


Mr. President—I am unable toisee or appreciate the necessity 


of the great haste of the gentleman from Barbour, [Mr. Cochran, | 


to send troops to Florida. I have not been apprized of any set- 
tled purpose on the part of the authorities at Washington, to wage - 
immediate war on the South. . The reverse to my mind seems con- . 
clusive. The telegraphic dispatches, on whieh gentlemen rely for- 


the necessity of sich precipitation, are uncertain, because of the 
great excitement in the public mind., In this sort of preparation, 
I-see, as [ think, motives in this matter that should not be brought 
into the consideration of this Convention, I fear, sir, there is too 
great anxiéty to precipitate the country into hostilities. This 
thirst is replete with-danger. None can see the end and-dire con- 
“sequences of the first blow. I entreat gentlemen to look circum- 


fe 


spectly to these warnings. The people of’ Alabama are not yet 


freed from the burdens of taxation, heavy and long continued. 
It certainly would'be ruinous again to be visited with another— 
perhaps a more onerous one.. If this thing must come, let the peo- 
ple of Alabama know thatit has not been the result of precipitan- 
ey or the reeklessness of this Convention. Place not the censure 
at our door; ` ` = 
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Subsequent events; I predict, Mr. President, will show, the falla- 
cy of sending 500. troops.to take Pensacola, at an expense. from 
the treasury of Alabama, . This unnecessary. aggression ‘on ‘our 
part, will not strengthen, our cause in public “estimation. We 
should look to that “public opinion as the sheet anchor of. our 
Southern cause. Therefore; Mr. President, we should coolly and 
patiently wait for the troubling of the waters. We are not now 
in actual war; why then exhaust our treasury, and cool the ardor 
of our soldiers, by quartering them in the sickly regions of Florida ; 
when there is no necessity for it? 


Mr. KIMBALL moved to refer the resolutions to the’ Gites 
of thirteen. ` 


a 


E pendency of this motion, a communication was re- _ 


— ceived from the Governor, which was ate 


E 


' EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
ara! Sth, 1861. 
Hon: Wie: M. Brooxs, 


President of the Convention of the ‘State of Alabama : 
In reply to a verbal communication from the body over’ which 
you preside, made by one of its members, I make the following 
statement. “My information in regard to Pensacola is, that Gov- 
rnor Perry, of Florida, has informed me by dispatch, that he has 
l eer the Forts to be occupied by the troops of Florida, and asks 
aid from Alabama. The force at his command in West Florida is 
small, and not sufficient to take and maintain the Forts. Troops 
from ‘Alabama could reach the point, before the troops of Middle 
“and East Florida,’ This fact, with the importance of .the position 
‘to Alabama, as well as to. “Florida, induces him to make the re- 


“quest, as I am informed. ‘It is beliéved at Washington, in South 


Carolina and Georgia, as I'am advised from high sources, that it 
is not only the policy of the Federal Government to coerce the se- 
ceding States, but as soon as possible to put herself in position by re- 
inforeing all the Forts in the States where secession is expected. 
I need not suggest the danger to Florida and Alabama that must 
result from permitting a strong force to get „possession, of these 
Forts. 
_ With sentiments-of high consideration and respect, 


A.B. MOORE. | 
“Mr. Watts E e 


I think there is necessity and propriety i in adopting. ie ae 


t 
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tions at once. -The Governor of Florida may have, and no doubt 
has, assumed responsibilities similar to those assumed by our own 
Executive. Forts and munitions of war may have passed into the 
possession of the State of Florida, which should be, and must be 
retained. Not only are the interests of Florida involved in the pro- - 
position, but also the interests of. Aldbama. “We are here for the 
purpose of deliberating on. the gravest questions which have ever 
been presented to us. -Every icine to invasidn ought to be 
guarded. . 


. MR. SMITH, of Tuscaloosa, said : ooa ; 


Mr. President—The proposition before the Convention involves 


many grave and important questions. The resolution contemplates 


an act of war; the assembling of troops to, aid one of the States,in_ 


some fancied or real, difficulty with: the Federal Government ; and 
thus involves the more serious question of Treason against. the 
United-States. It seems to me that an hour is not sufficient time to 
devote to the investigation of such a proposition. - ee? 
But, as' there ‘eto bs no delay granted; I cannot permit the rès- 
olution. to go to a final vote without expressing, in brief, my objec- 
tions to it. i 2 Ne oF 
. First, There is no emergency requiring so extraordinary a move- 
ment, so far as we are. advised, If gentlemen propose to do an 
act, remarkable in itself, and even revolutionary in a military 
sense, it is- incumbent on them-to show the necessity... .There is 
no necessity, and the answer to our demands for evidence of the 
emergency is, simply, the Governor of Florida requests it. 
It will be observed too, that the substitute offered by the gen- 
tleman from Montgomery, changes completely the original resolution, 
and presents a new design; that is, that the troops are not so much 
for the aid of the Governor of Florida, as to protect this Conven- 
tion against invasion during its deliberations ! f se 
Now, sir, I ask, is there the slightest apprehension in the mind 
of any’ member here, that this Convention will"be invaded during 
its deliberations? Yet, that is now the ground upon which the 
resolution is urged! Is there not something specious in this ? 
Again, sir, I oppose the proposition because it seeks to en- 
large and extend the powers of the Executive. I hold, that, until 


the act of secession‘is consummated, we have no such sovereign pow- _ 


er as énables or authorises us to disturb, in any way, any of the 
various departments of the State Government, as already lodged 
by the Constitution’ in particular’ hands.” The Constitution - has 
defined and limited the duties and powers of the Governor of Ala- 
bama. We havenot, as yet, the authority to enlarge or extend, or re- 
strict those powers. 


+ 


t 
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Again, the proposition contemplates an act of actual hostility to 
the General Government, 


THE PRESIDENT : 


The Chair would remind the gentlemen from Tuscaloosa, that 


the motion now pending, to refer the resolution to a Committee, 
does not allow a discussion upon the merits of the resolution. 


Mr. Warrs asked leave to withdraw his motion to refer to a 
Committee of seven. Objection was made, and Mr. CocHRAN 
moved that Mr, Watts have, leave- to withdraw his motion, ween 
was carried, and the motion was withdrawn. 


Mr. J ONES, of Lauderdale, said : 


He hoped the discussion would be closed and the vate ialen on 
,? this question to-day. The minority had opposed the ‘passage’ of 
the resolution under discussion:from a deep. sense of their consti- 
tutional obligations to keep the peace of the country, and to lend . 
their aid‘to thé-passage of no hasty ‘measures that may lead to 
bloodshed, and thereby close the way to a peaceful solution of the 
questions that divide the two great sections of this Government. 

Having done.this, whatever muy be the result, we will stand ac- 
quitted by the record of responsibility or ‘blame. But he was un- 
willing to go farther and take all responsibility from the majority 
by obstructing the legitimate course of legislation. , 

They assert, that, by the passage of this resolution, they can 
take peaceful possession of the Forts at: Pensacola—secure the 
South from invasion from that quarter, and thereby prevent Ala- 
bama from becoming the “ cock pit” in the coming conflict-between | 
the North and South. 

This, if true, is a consummation ot EE importance. to every 
citizen of Alabama. 

The. majority say, that unless this resolution is passed to-day, it 
will be useless—that every hour of delay tends to render’ it so. 
Why, then; postpone until all prospect of good will be destroyed, 


and only evil result? The majority were anxious to assume this re- - 


- sponsibility; and if they could secure‘ our people from i invasion, and 
prevent our fields from being desolated by hostile armies, he was 


ready to sustain their action and’ applaud their foresight and cour-’ 


age. He believed: that this move would end in a waste of time 
and money, yet, he saw no propriety in delay which would insure 
. that result: He askéd, therefore, that the vote might be taken 
now. ef 


l 
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_The yote- was taken upon ‘the first resolution, and it was adopted. 


by 52. to 45, ordered to be engrossed by the. Secretary and sent . 


forthwith to the Governor. l 


: On motion of Mr. Jemrson, the sland resolntion; [Mr. Dar- i 


gan’s amendment, }] was ordeřed to be referred to a select comrhittee 
of five to be appointed by the President. : 


And the Convention adjourned until to- “morrow, 100 clock, A.M. 


JAN UARY NINTH—THIRD DAY--SECRET SESSION. 
 On.motion of Mr. COCHRAN, Hon. H. L. BENNING, of Georgia; 
was invited to a-seat within the bar of the Convention. | 


. Mr. Suonmipes ee the following zesoln non, which- was 
adopted : : : ' ; 


Resolved, That the: Hon. Janus L. Poda and Hon. Ji. ii 


URRY be requested to communicate to the Convention, in writing, . 


any facts or information which may he in their possession touch- 


ing the action of Congress, and the purposes of the Black Repub- 


lican party, which will, in their opinion, tend to aid this body-in 
its deliberations. 3 
Mz, Davis, of Madison, affered the idee resolution : 


Resolved, That whatever Ordinance this Convention may adopt 
in its final action, contemplating or providing for a severance of 


the State of Alabama from the Federal Government, ought to be . 


- submitted to the people. for ratification or rejection. 


=- MR. COCHRAN ` moved to lay the resolution on the table, but 
withdrew it; at the request of Mr. BAKER, -of Russell, for HPE 
tion ; and Mr. Baker renewed the motion. 


T i ayes and noes were called for, and resulted, ayes 58 noes 46. 


Those. who voted in the affirmative are—Messrs. President, Baily, | 


. Baker, of Russell, Baker, of Barbour, Barnes, Beck, Blue, Bolling, 
Bragg, Catterling, Clark of Marengo, Cochran, Coleman, Craw- 
ford, Creech, Crook, Curtis, Daniel, Dargan, Davis, of Covington, 
Davis, of. Pickens, Dowdell, Foster, Gibbons, Gilchrist, Hawkins, 
‘Henderson, of Macon, Henderson, of Pike, ‘Herndon, Howard, 
Humphries, Jewett, Ketchum, Love, McClanahan, McPherson, 
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McKinnie, 1 Morgan, Owens, Phillips, Rives, Ryan, Shortridge, 
Silver, Smith, ‘of Henry, Starke, Stone, va Webb, Whatley, 
_ Williamson, Yancey, Yelverton—53. 


Those who voted in the negative are—Messrs. Allen, Banay 
Beard, ‘Brasher, Bulger, Clarke, of Lawrence, Coffey, Coman, 
Crumpler, Davis, of Madison, Earnest, Edwards, Ford, Forrester, 
Franklin, Gay, Green, Guttery, Hood, Inzer, Jemison, Jones,. of 
Fayette, Jones, of Lauderdale, Jchnson, Kimball, Leonard, Lewis, 
McClellan, Posey, Potter, Russell, Ralls, Sanford, Sheets, Sheffield, 
Smith, of Tuscaloosa, Slaughter, Stedham, Steele, Taylor, Timber- 
lake, Watkins, Whitlock, “Wilson, Winston and Wood—46. 


Mr. Clemens absent and not voting. 


Mr. Earnest moved to take from the table the reports from 
Commissioner’ -to the slaveholding States, as communicated by 
-the Governor. Carried.. 


Mr. BAKER, of Russell, ‘moved to go into ‘open session. 


_ Mr. DowpEL moved an amendment, ‘that when this Convention 
is in open session, the flag of Alabama ‘shall be raised from the 
Capitol. The amendment was accepted, the motion adopted, and 
the doors of the Convention opened. 


OPEN SESSION. 


Mr. BULGER introduced the following preamble and resolu- 


tions, which, on his motion, were peed to the Committee of 
Thirteen : 


Wuereas, Anti-Slavery agitation, persistently continued in the 
non- slaveholding States of this Union for a long series of years, 
and in the late election was triumphant in the election of a Presi- 
dent who sympathises with the enemies of Domestic, or African 
slavery, thereby rendering our property and our institutions inse- 
cure; and 

WHERÉAS; wo have been summoned osothier: in Convention to 
“ consider, determine and to do whatever, in the opinion of the said 
Convention, the rights, interest and honor of the State of Ala- 
bama require to be done for their protection ;” 

And, Wuereas, This Convention, taking into consideration 
the actual situation of the country, as well as reflecting on 
the alarming circumstances by which we are surrounded, cam no. 
longer doubt that the crisis is arrived, at which the consery- 
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ative men of the United States are to decide the ‘solemn. 
question, whether they will, by wise and. magnanimous efforts, se- 
cure and perpetuate the blessings of a Union consecrated by the 
common blood: of our fathers; or whether, by giving way to un- 
manly jealousies and prejudices, or to’ partial and transitory inter- 
ests, they will renounce the auspicious blessings, prepared for them | 
by their Revolutionary fathers, and furnish to the enemies-of free 
- government an eventual triumph ; - 

And, WHEREAS, The same noble and extended policy, and the . 
same paternal and affectionate sentiments which originally deter- 
mined the citizens of the independent colonies to form a con- 
federation, and the people of..the States, afterwards, to form a more- 
perfect Union, cannot but be felt with equal force now, as motives 
to, lay aside-every inferior consideration, and to concur in such 
further provisions as may be found necessary to secure.every sec-, 
tion of our vast country in all their just rights, and throw around 
the weaker -portion (the Southern States,) such guarantees as will 
‘;make them to rest ‘securely in the Union, and ‘restore peace and 


f 


quiet to-the, country ; TR : ; ae 
‘Therefore, be it Resolved, That! separate State secession,.in the! 
‘present emergency, is unwise and impolitic; and'Alabama will not 
secede without first making an effort to secure the codperation of 
the Southern States. ms 

Resolved, 2d, That the Convention invite each of the South- 
ern (Slaveholding) States to meet the State of Alabama in a Con- 
vention of Delegates, equal in number to the several. Representa- 
tives in the Congress of the United States, at ' on the 
day of for the purpose of consideration and agreement as to 
the wrongs that we suffer in the Union, and the dangers that we ' 
are threatened with; and to determine what relief we will demand 
for the present, and security for the future; and ‘what remedy we 
will apply if our just demands are not complied with. 

Kesolved, 3d,- That the President of this Convention be request- 
ed to forward ‘forthwith, by the most speedy conveyance, a copy 
of this preamble and resolutions to the Governors of the several 
Southern States, with a request that they give them such, direc- 
tion as will be most likely to secure the ‘object desired, to wit: 
The coöperation of all the Southern States, in securing their rights 
in the Union, or establishing their independence out of it.. 


AID TO'THE SECEDING STATES AGAINST COERCION. 
‘Mr. CoLEMAN introduced the following resolution : l 


Resolved by a people of thè State of Alabama in Convention 
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assembled, That they pledge the power of this State, to aid in 
resisting any attempt upon the part of the United States of Ameri- 
ca to coerce any of the seceding States. oo l 
Mr. Davis, of Madison, moved to refer the resolution to the 
Committee of Thirteen: ae . l É 


MR. BEcK said : 


He saw no necessity’for a reference; he thought the resolution 
ought to be passed, and passed promptly. The cause of South - 
Carolina was the cause of Alabama; indeed, of the whole South ; 
but particularly were the States that contemplated secession, -in- 
terested in sustaining each other. Alabama cannot stand by and 
see force used Against a seceding State. It would, continued Mr. . 
Beck, be the policy of the Federal Government to conquer the 
States in detail. ‘They must; therefore, sustain each other. This mat- 
ter was well understood in Virginia, who, though she had taken no 
step towards secession, had already, through her Legislature, re- 
solved almost unanimously, that she: would resist, by force, any 
attempt to coerce a seceding State. We owed it to ourselves and 
to the position we now occupy, not to be behind Virginia in giv- 
ing prompt expression to our determination to stand by and uphold 
the.seceding States in their efforts to resist Black Republican rule. 


Mr. JOHNSON said: . 


Mr. President—The , last sessions of this body having been 
held in secret, forbids an allusion in detail to ‘its action, and hence, 
cogent reasons which might otherwise be, offered in favor of a ref- 
erence of this motion, are precluded. a 

Without expressing any opinion as to the policy embodied in 
the resolution, I think it would be, under the’ circumstances, -dis- 
courteous to the minority to press it upon them at this time; and 
particularly, as it would haye the effect of placing them in a false 
position before the country. I hope, therefore, the resolution will 
be referred to the Committee of Thirteen. - E . 

Mr. STONE said: © - E ' ! 

Mr. Presıident—I fully concur with the gentleman from Mont- 
gomery, [Mr. Yancey,] in ‘the propriety of immediately passing 
the resolution now under consideration. All the powers of the 
State of Alabama should be pledged to aid in:resisting any at- _ 
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tempt to coerce a seceding State back into the Union. Sir, the 
Souther States recognize the right of secession. - It constitutes 
the. very essence of State sovereignty, and is inseparable from it. 
A State is the best and sole judge of her own grievances, and as 
a. party to the Federal compact must, herself, decide in-the lastre- ` 
sort “as well of the infraction as of the made and measure of re- 
dress.” _ If, in her sovereign capacity, she determines ‘to resume 
her independence, can we, who have a common interest in the pro- 
tection of this right, look éalmly.on and see her invaded by Fed- 
eral soldiers? ‘Sir, the Convention which framed our Constitution 
expressly refused to grant to the General Government the power 
to. employ force against a State. The States came into the Union. . 
“ free, sovereign and independent.” ‘They have never parted with 
their freedom of sovereignty. They established:'a Government tó. 
act as ‘their, agent; and now, to permit ‘that agent to employ force 
_ against the States would be to sanction the grossest usurpation. It 
would be converting the- Government into‘a despotism. Sir, the 
Union was" never intended to be preserved by force. . The fact 
. that the power to ‘employ force against a State was refused in the- ` 
- Convention which framed the Constitution, proves that those who- 
. constructed our Government knew that it could not be maintained: 
by force, Of what value would the Union be, if the States compos- 
ing it had to be reduced to obedience by the strong’armr of milita- 
ry power? The permanence and security of our Government de- 
pend alone upon the’principle of common affection and common: 
interest. Force is the last argument of kings, and cannot keep 
these States together. If then, we recognize the right of secession, . 
and intend to maintain that right against any power that may re- 
sist its exercise, why not so declare by passing this resolution ? 
This course will give encouragement to our Southern sisters It 
-will give strength to the- Southern cause. It'may securo peace. 
If the Government at Washington .is informed that ‘the coercive 
- policy with which South Carolina is now threatened will be resist- 
ed,.and that the first Federal gún fired against Charleston will 
summon: to the field every Southern man who can bear arms, it: 
may ‘produce a peaceful solution of the pending difficulties. If it 
should not, then the responsibility will rest alone upon our assail- 
ants. All-we can now do is to warn them against the madness of 
attempting coercion. We wish-peace—we do not intend to pro- 
voke war—we shall act on the defensive. But if war is forced. 
upon us, our enemies should know, thatthe Southern States, whose 
rights, whose honor, and whose independence are alike at stake, 
intend to stand side by side in the’ contest, prepared to make com- 
mon cause and to meet one common fate. ` es 


$ 
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Mr. EARNEST said: 


_ Mr. President—I baye aal the aoi of the. Hon. gen- 
tleman from Sumter, and anxiously listened to the arguments of 
the friends of the measure with the object, if I could, to vote- for 
the resolution. 

I am not. prepared to P the action of our Governor, or of. 
the patriotic gentlemen for whose benefits the resolution i8, intro; 
duced.’ In fact, from the force of circumstances with which they 
‘were surrounded, I must say that I commend their actions, ‘for if 
they have erred, it has been’ on the side of their country. Ì ful- 
ly recognize the doctrine, that a sovereign State, acting in her sov- 
éreign ‘capacity, can withdraw or secede ‘from the Union; ; and that, 
after that, any. acts she orher citizens may do, to protect her- rights 
or to defend her independence, even to bloody war, is not and can- 
not be treason! But the State must act in her sovereign capacity ; 
no other act, by any body or ‘individuals, can withdraw her from 
the Union or relieve her citizens from the laws of treason, if overt 
acts are ‘committed by the citizen or the State against the General 
Government. Entertaining these views of, Constitutional rights 
and individual rights, I am estopped from voting for the resolution. 
The Hon. gentleman from Montgomery, [ Mr.. Yancey, ] has made an 
ingenious argument, an appeal to members on this floor, predicated . 
on the resolution of the Virginia Legislature., I reply to the Hon. 
gentleman, by saying, that resolutions are harmless things when not 
connected by overt acts. Such’ was the case of the Virginia resolu- 
tion. But very far from that is our situation. This resolution is intro- 
‘duced to cover acts of hostility—acts that amount, unexplained, 
not to a declaration of war only, but to war itself. Hence, to vote 
_ for the resolution is only to subject us to the penalties of tréason, 
without aiding those for whosé benefit those resolutions are intra- 
duced. I confess, Mr. President, that since we -met here, my 
mind, as to, expediency, has undergone’ a great change. And 
while I cannot vote for the ordinance of secession, I believe that 
there is a majority of this Convention that will, pass the ordinance, 
and thereby sever our allegiance from the General Government.— 
That being done, my‘allegiance is due alone to the State of Ala- 
- bama, and in me she shall find no laggard or luke-warm friend,— 
As my allegiance is now due. to the United States, I can do no 
act inconsistent with.that relation. No one regrets more than I 
do, the Constitutional barrier that prevents me from voting for the 
resolution. I have already intimated that the course of our Gov- 
ernor, and the patriotism of .our volunteers find no condemnation 
in me, but. as, peace measures I approve them as eminently wise 
and prudential. 


of 
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Mr. Morgan said: . mS : me ots 

Mr: President—The resolutions adopted on the first day of this 
session, by the unanimous voteof the Convention, leaves us no. 
alternative but resistance to the attempt to place the United 
States under the Government of the Black Républican party. I 
entertain no doubt that this resistance will be accomplished by 
the withdrawal of this State from the Union. But the question is 
still open as to the mode of resistance. It does not follow, from _ 
the adoption of the Resolution of the gentleman from Sumter, 
that we are confined to any special mode of resistance, or resist- 
ance at a particular time. But this does follow: that no seceding- 
State should be coerced or conquered, whether we remain in the 
Union and fight abolitionists and abolitionism, or whether we with- 
draw. À ~ 

The question is not debateable, whether blood should be shed 
in a Southern State, with impunity, by a people whom we consid- 
er as oppressors. . The people of Alabama have asserted,-in their 
written Constitution, under: which they were admitted into the 
Union, as a State, that “all political power is inherent in the peo- 
ple, and all free governments are founded on their authority, and 
instituted for their benefit, and, therefore, they have at all Limes 
an inalienable and indefeasible right to alter, reform-or abolish 
their form of government in stich manner as they’ may think ex- . 
pedient.” . l l T a 

If we had thought of confining this declaration alone to the peo- 
ple of Alabama, or had intended to deny its application to every 
other State ‘of the Union, we should have entered that Union not 
as the equals, but as the superiors of the other States in political. 
rights. We have not been guilty of such arrogance. Upon our 
own doctrines, then, the people of South Carolina are fally justi- 
fied in. “altering or abolishing their form of government.” But 
I am persuaded that I need not go into an argument to establish 
the right of South Carolina to secede, as a predicate for the clear 
duty of Alabama to aid’ her in her defence against hostile fleets or 
armies. Weare one people, and can never'be dissevered. Eve- l 
ry interest and sympathy that can unite two peoples are wrought 
into the golden chain by which we are bound together. The se- 
cession of South Carolina will naturally, and, in time, inevitably, 
lead to the secessió of Alabama. But if our secession is forthe 
time retarded or prevented by an unmatured course oni our part, 
still our hearts, our interests, our duty, will force us to declare 
that all the power .and resources of. men and means within’ the 
control of Alabama, are pledged to the defence of every seceding 
State against coercion by the United States Government. - 
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If we are unable to withdraw from the Union, we will beable 
to assist the cause of justice and free government. In the Union 
or out of it, a war upon South Carolina is a war upon Alabama. 
We will so accept the issue when it is needed, and let us now pre- 
pare for it. We may force a war upon South Carolina by refus- 
ing to align ourselves with. her. We may refuse to shelter her 
until her enemy will cease to fear her power of resistance. We 
may invite war by our hesitancy, at the moment when decisive ac- 
tion would secure peace; butwe cannot see the blood of her sons 
shed in a conflict for right, and against oppression, and refuse to 
open our veins in her cause. | 


The effect of the resolution is, that South Carolina may recruit 
her armies in Alabama, and that our treasury shall stand ópen to 
her demands so long as she shall need the: means of defence and 
protection. Sir, you cannot shut the treasury against her. You 
may close the door, but the treasure will flow with accelerated 
freedom from the pockets of the people: No amy could be 
placed along our borders to prevent our soldiery from swarm- 
ing to thestandard of the’ Palmetto. The mothers of our coun- 
try would be the recruiting sergeants for South Carolina, and the 
fathers would curse:those children who should hesitate to spring 
to their guns in her defence. There can be no-valid reason why 
we should not at once assume this attitude, and announce our Res- 
olution. The argument of precipitancy is constantly employed to 
check every movemeut in this direction: Some persons may be 
inclined to summary and decided steps, but this is not precipi- 
tancy. It is a sound calculation, deliberately made, that there 
is more to be lost than there.is to be gained by delay. This posi- 
tion is true beyond question. The Northern States are hastily 
pledging themselves to contribute men and money to aid them in 
coercing the seceding States. Perhaps their haste in making:the 
pledge will stand in singular contrast with their haste not to ful- 
fil the promises. But whether they would badger us, or wheth- 
er they are in solemn earnest, we should attribute to them at least 
a respectable inclination to do as they promise. This is a matter 
that will not admit of delay. If we remain-in the Union we will 
act upon the principles of the resolution under discussion. If we 
withdraw, we should lose the happy moment to give our evi- 
‘dence of our magnanimity. unless we pass the resolution now.— 
After we are out of the Union, we might have many reasons for - 
adepting. such a resolve, in which we would not be wholly disinter- 
ted. _ : 

It has fallen from the lips of a friend of secession, in the course 
of this debate, that he would rather secede to-day with a majority 
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of one,’ than to wait until next Saturday and secede with a large 
majority: I fully appreciate and applaud-the zeal which prompt- 
ed this declaration, but I take occasion-to dissent entirely from 
the- position assumed. -I would -prefer to delay the secession of 
Alabama one month, or until some new danger. should appear. to 
follow. from delay, and go out with twenty. majority, than to go 
out to-day with one majority. I cannot distrust the position of 
the delegates opposed to me in opinion, aS to the time and man- 
` ner of: secession, until F am forced to do so. They. have all dec- 
lared for resistance. ‘There is no submissionist, amongst them, 
if their votes are any evidence of their opinions. Moreover, this 
State is divided in policy by a geographical line: no line divides 
‘us on the point of duty and honor. I wish to erase that line: 
and we will see no more of it after we have withdrawn from the 
Union, unless we grave it upon the map with our own-hands.— 
The people of the mountains have been represented as being very 
decided in their opinion on the questions of the time and manner 
of secession. I do not doubt it. It was my fortune fo be raised 
amongst the people of the mountains, and I can bear- witness 
that they are an earnest and brave people. > But love. of country 
is with them a religious sentiment. The, State has many, perils 
to encounter yet, and-you will. find that, in her greatest agony, 
she will repose faithfully upon the hearts of these people. They 
will never deceive the State. These men will pour like.torrents 
into the army—the best and bravest of men. I wish to hold 
free counsel with these delegates on this floor, and am determin- 
ed, if this is not the case, the fault shall not be.mine. If they 
want time to consider, to debate, to hear from their people, they 
must have time. ` If ‘they. want time to betray. me into submis- 
sion; they shall not be deceived in me, but I shall be grossly de- 
ceived in my estimate of them, But, sir, there is no evil spirit 
of deception here, and I allude to it only to repel the idea. 

Let us pass the resolution, and’ our enemies will, at least, form’ 
correct opinions of -our,condition and sentiments. ana 


_ Mr. Jemison said: 


Mr. President—\ see no necéssity for immediate action upon 
-the resolution, ' We have no reliable information on which to act. 
[Hon. Mr. Dowdell read a dispatch, saying hostilities had eom- 
menced, &c.] - Yes, we have various telegrams, the authenticity 
and reliability of which seem to be confided in, and are fully satis- 
factory to gentlemen of the majority. But-as for myself, bemg no 
. Wire-workér, and having nothing to do with the working of wires 


+ 
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iw these’ days of telegraphic information, I am disposed to ques- 
tion the authenticity. of much of what we hear.. The aims are made 
to tell whatever is most appropriate for effect. They keep the 
public mind in a continued ’state of excitement; and, for whatever 
matter under consideration here, we have a telegram sùited to the . 
occasion. Whatever is wanting in argument is supplied by tele- 
graph. Jf we will not be redsoned into a measure, we must be 
frightened into it: We are kept by these ready and continued ru- 
mors ina state of excitement and alarm, that in a good degrec 
prevents considerate and wise counsels. ` I was brought up, Mr. 
President, on the Indian frontiers where we were subject to frequent 
inroads and attacks from hostile parties. By common conseht 
and general understanding, my father’s house was the place of ren- 
dezvous in cases of alarm: We had no telegraphs in those days, 
yet we were not without news-mongers, who delighted in getting up 
a sensation. Hence we had very-many alarms. I am reminded, 
by the excitements frequently caused amongst us by telegrams, 
of a scene that occurred during these border alarms, when I 
was quite a boy. At a dead -hour of a beautiful moonlight 
night, the slumbers of the family were:broken by’a general in- 
gathering of the neighbors. They came in all manner of. style : 
some’dressed, some half-dressed, and some searcely dressed at all. 
Everything was excitement and confusion. This person was kill- 
ed—that family massacred ; not one left to'tell the details of the 
horrid and heart rending tragedy. At length, two of the party, 
somewhat intredulous, determined to visit the scenes of reported 
slaughter. . The first place visited was where a negro woman was 
reported as killed, who was found so dead asleep that she was not 
aware she had‘been left alone on the place. The next, was where 
the husband had abandoned an invalid and bed-ridden wife, whom 
he reported as killed. They found her also, but suffering all the 
anticipated horrors of the tomahawk and scalping knife.. The next 
and last place visited was where the whole family was reported as 
butchered ; there all was quiet and safe, the family -had heard noth- 
ing of their danger, and were rejoiced: they had escaped the indis- 
criminate massacre allotted to them by Madam Rumor. [Here 
the gentleman from Chambers remarked, that-the dispatch he had 
read stated, the firing of guns had been heard.] Yes, Mr. Presi- 
dent, so. was firing of guns heard im the case I have related. With 
others of my. father’s hands, I had that day been engaged in firing 
dead hickory trees, in a second year’s new ground, to burn, them 
‘down and buri them out of the way. When.the alarm was start- 
ed these trees had just got intoa fair way of falling! The excited 
and alarmed people supposed they heard the firing by platoons. 


THE CONVENTION, OF ALABAMA. 65 


I would not be understood to say there is no, danger of hostili- 
ties between State ‘and Féderal troops ; -but I do intend to say, I 
believe that the prospect of immediate collision is magnified ; that 
the aid of the wires has been evoked to operate on.our prejudices 
and our fears. J am therefore in favor of the reference. I am not 
disposed.to be hurried—-see tto-reason for hasty action. ` A refer- 
ence is moré likely to result in harmonious as well as prudent ac- 
tion, ` as a 

Mr. Jones, of Lauderdale, said: - i 
. He’ was sorry the géntleman from Sumter had introduced tliese 
resolutions; they could lead to no practical good,.and would. only 
consume, the time: ofthe Convention. :in.‘useless discussion. He 
was placed in a position of great delicacy, and hoped the resolutions, 
would- be referred. to the proper committee and not be pressed’ toa 
vote now. `` os i . 


. There was no necessity-for the hot haste manifested by the gen- 
tlemen of the majority. There is no hostile army battering at the 
gates of Charleston—no invading foe desecrates her soil. There 
is no voice*from that quarter. demanding: our aidi—there.is no 
money wanted, no mynitions of war needed, no ‘soldiers asked: 
The resolutions are-at best, butan empty profession—a meaning- 
less tender of what is not expected to be performed. Why, then, 
cannot gentlemen wait? Wait at least; until to-morrow, whén it 
is morally certain that the Ordinance of Secession will be passed, 
andthe members of this Cénvention absolved by the sovereign 
authority of Alabama from their allegianc to the Federal Govern- 
ment. .Until:the State so absolved: him, he could not and. would 
not vote for resolutions proposing to declare war on the Gavern- 
ment of the United States. He had in‘both ends ofthis Capitol, 
and at sundry other. places, solemnly sworn'to support „the Consti- 
tution of the United States. He knew'that others thought differ- 
‘eritly-on this subject, he only spoke for himself. Each one‘muast 
act according to his own conscience. . But whilst this State con- 
tinued: a member of: the Uniot-he would not-vote for resolutions 
which propose directly-or indirectly to bring about a‘collision be 
tween this State and the Federalauthorities. The gentleman from 
Montgomery had said that “(when we shall have seceded, a resolution 
tendering aid to other seceding States will- be considered as ask- 
- ing; rather than offering; aid.” He could not see that offering aid 
to-day and seceding to-morrow, before: notice of the offer could 
reach the ears of our sister States; will afford any very over-powering 
proof of our disinterestedness. He would say, in conclusion, that 
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he felt assured that when the soil of South Carolina, or any South- 
, ern State, is invaded to subvert her institutions or- subjugate her 
people, the men of the South will move to arms as by one common 
impulse to repel the invader. And when this dire necessity shall 
arise, he hoped to.be behind no gentleman on this floor in vindi- 
eating the honor and defending the soil of the ı section to which he 
belon ged. 
i 


Mr. YELVERTON said : 

wl 

Mr. 3 Presidlent—While I advocate the reference in a spirit of 
cone iliation, I surrender nothing. T need not appeal to the mem- 
bers oa this floor with whom I have been associated to -bear evi- 
dence of my devotion to the principles enunciated in the excel- 
dent resolution under consideration. Sir, I take it for granted 
that I amas’ well understood and as strongly defined on all the 
~ questions connected with immediate separate State action—prompt 
` secession—as any other gentleman of -this Convention. 

‘This resolution has the approval of my heart; it commends itself 
to: the.calm.and: manly ¢onsideration of exery niember, with a force 
of ‘truth and reason, which seems,to me to be irresistible. 

The agsurances‘we have from honorable gentlemen of the'minor- 
. ity, that the reference is sought only with the great patriotic view 
. of understanding the resolution, and understanding each other, 
and thus to enable them to vote with us, for the resolution, is an 
appeal all powerful to me. 

I hold, Mr. President, that it would be exceedingly disgraceful 
to our gallant State, to have a single vote cast against this resolu“ 
tion; and if I did not go for this ‘reference with the assurances I’ 
have, I should feel myself to that extent responsible for that dis- 
grace. Then, I appeal tó gentléinen who are already. prepared to. 
vote for the resolution, and, as the delay will be but temporary 
and the result not doubtful, to vote for the reference, that our 
friends of the minority may. "have no cause of. complaint, and that 
the resolution may be adopted unanimously. . | 

I have the honor to be a member of the Committee of Thirteen. 
I know ‘the material of which it is composed. | I think I hazard 
nothing in saying that an unanimous report in favor of the reko- 
lution would follow stich a reference. 


‘Mr. SMITH, of Tuscaloosa, said : ° 

Mr. President —I am ready to vote upon the’ ‘resolution now, £0 
far aš I am concerned. It contains but the expression ‘of a sènti- 
ment that I heartily endorse. I.know of no feeling more agreeable 
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than that which prompts a generous heart to offer assistance to a 
friend in' danger. There is no feeling more pleasant—except, per- 
haps, it be the gratitude that ‘accepts such assurance, But in 
order that this pleasure’should be perfect, it ig necessary-that, this 
assurance should be made with the whole heart; there must be no 
deteption. . Now, sir, some of the gentlemen who are known here 
to be,in the minority, and with whom I have-the honor to act, re- 
quest a day’s delay—or the reference of the resolution to a Com- 
mittee, in order that they may have'an opportunity to examine 
it, expressing ‘at the same time a desire to vote for it. This re- 
“quest you are about to'refuse! a ae 
Sir, what will be the inevitable’ result’ of your. disposition to 
press the-minority to immediate and final action upon such resolu- 
tions, without giving them the usual legislative delay for reflec- 


‘tioi? The attempt to force your ‘measure upon us must result in . 


this: that you will pass this resolution and others of no less im- 
portance, by.a meagre majority of six or eight votes; (for that is 
the majority by which you elected your President.) Do you wish 
to do this? ` Would you not prefer that this resolution particularly 


should receive all ‘the votes here? .I-am satisfied that-if this reso- 


_lution is referred to a Committee, as proposed: by the gentleman 
from Madison, [Mr. Davis,] and as acquiesced in by’ the’ mover of 
it, [Mr. Coleman, ] so that a day’s delay may be had upon it for te- 
flection and examination, it will be adopted by this Convention 
without a dissenting voice.  ., . z: CAORAN 8 

“An assurance, by a bare majority of this Convention, of aid 
to be given by. the State of Alabama, would be considercd by South 
Carolina almost as an insult. She might be delighted at first to 

- hear and receivé such an assurance; but when she learned the fact 
that the resolution had been adopted by æ bare majority, she would 
be inspired ‘with, disgust; andshe would swell with indignation, if it 
should appear, (as it may, upona calm and thorough examination, and 
a comparison of the facts and figures) that the’minority here were 
really the representatives of a majority of thé sovereigns of this 


State. ~[Here there was some conversation—in questions. by Mr. . 


Morgan and Mr, Yancey—as to Mr. Smith’s source of information 
upon the popular vote of*the State.] I receive my information 
. from fables in the public prints +I do not assert them to'be true; but 
I believe that a popular majority óf the State is represented here 
by the minority. cs : eo 
- But that is not now material. If you press this resolution now, 
you will pass it by a meagre majority ;` and so soon as South Car- 


olina is advised of this disagreeable fact, she. will consider your . 


‘promises as unreal; she will exclaim: Poor Alabama! she sent 


- 
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us an apple with gold on its outside, but with .ashes on its cote-— 


“ Dead sea fruits that tempt the oye 
*But turn to ashes on the lip.” 

I havé ‘the greatest respect ‘for South Carolina; her sons are ` 
gallant, hér statesmen are wise, her clime is genial, "her history is 
great, her’ aspirations are sublime, “She is to be revered for one 
thing, if for nothing else: she. hag given‘to this age a Demos- 
thenes; that is her “immortality—may it-not be her last and her 
greatest glory. ` And because I respect her, I would deal with her 
in a way not,to deceive—not to disappoint. her. I would gratify 
her, and at the same time satisfy myself. ` 

Sir, we of the minority ask of the majority but thè ordinary 
civilities of parliamentary decorum; time to deliberate and exam- 
ine. We claim that our errors are errors of the- head, and we 
concede tò others what we claim for qursélves. , If there be here 
a sincere desire to cultivate kindly relations, and: to harmonize -on 
the great, questions upon which we are now called to act, this dis- 
positión on ‘the part of the ‘majority ‘to press upori us measures to ' 
final action upon 'an hour’s notice, must be abandoned. You may 
have the power to do as you please; but indiscreet haste wil} nei- 
ther promote the popularity of’ your measures, nor convihee the 
public that you are right. ` oad 

I can but admire the wise and. deliberative tbne in Palin the 
gentleman from Coffee, [Mr. Yélverton,;] has just expressed himself 
on this subject. Yielding nothing of the ardency of his opinions, 
he yet sees no hair in a day’s delay. ‘A week’s delay,” in the 
patriotic language of the gentleman from: Montgomery, [Mr. 
Watts,] “would be cheerfully yielded by him, for the sake of-a 
unanimous vote in favor of the resolution.” ` 

For my partt, T wish the resolution adopted; and I am satisfied, 
sir,. that on to-morrow it would be passed unanimously, and I sin- 
cerely hope that it will be referred. ; . 


- MR: YAncEy saa: 


Mr. President—The gentleman from iaboalniss has sneering- 
ly said, that it will be but poor consolation to South Carolina, when 
we ténder the promise to aid her against coercion by the General 
Government, by a meagre majority- rof one. I think, sir, I under- 

stand the allusion. It is useless to disguise, the fact, that in some 
portions of the State there is disapprobation towards our action ; 
and, I venture to tell the gentleman from Tuscaloosa, that when 
that Ordinance shall be passed, even if it-be by the meagre majori- 
ty of one, it will represent the fullness, and the power, and the 
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. majesty of the sovereign people of Alabama. When it shall be 
the supréme organic law of the people of Alabama, the State upon 
that question will know no majority or minority among her people, 
but will expect’ and demand, and secure’ unlimited and unques- 
‘tioned obedience to that Ordinance. If gentlemen imagine, or in- 
dulge the hope, that there will bé opposition to that expressed will 
of the people, I tell them that it will not- be from. any.portion of 
the people of Alabama, but from the enemies of the people of Ala- 
bama. Thé State is’a unit in its sovereignty ; < the people of the 
State constitutes a unit in allegiance to its high decrees. If there 
shall be found any who shall daré oppose it, “they will not be of 
the people ; they will not be of a minority or majority ofthe peo- 
ple, as some choose to call them. “They must throw off the char- 
acter of citizenship in this State, and assume a new character in 
accordance with their new position. . It is useless, Mr. President, 
to disguise the true character of things: with soft words. Men, who 
shall, after the passage of this Ordinance, dissolving the union of- 
Alabama with theother States of this Confederacy, dare array them- 

. selyes against the State, will" then become the enemies of the 
State. There is a law of Treason, defining treason against the 
State ; and, those who shall dare oppose the action.of Alabama, 
when ‘she: assumes :her independence of -the Union, will become- 
třajtors=-rebels against its authority, : and will be dealt with as 
such. Sir, in such-an event, ‘the nomenclature of the Revolution 

* of 1776 will have to be revived. The friends of the country were 

: then called Whigs, and the enemies of the colonies were called To- 
‘wies. And I have no doubt that, however they may be aided by 
abolition forces, the God of Battles and Liberty. will give us the 

victory over the unnatural alliance, as was done, under: similar cir- 
cumstances, in the Revolution. 

In this great contest there are but. two sides—a Northern and a 
Southern ; and when our Ordinance of Secéssion shall be passed, 
the citizens of the State will ally themselves with the South. The 
misguided, deluded, wicked men in our midst, if any ‘such there 
be, who shall oppose it, will bein alignment with the abolition 
power of the Federal Government, and ‘as our safety demands, 
must. be ‘looked upon and dealt with as public enemies. 


The above is a very brief report of Mr. YANCEY’S “speech ‘on - 
this occasion. It is here inserted from the “ Montgomery Mail,” . 
and issupposed to have beén drawn up, so far, by. Mr.’ Yancey himself. 
The speech as delivered, occupied nearly half an hour ;-was utter- 

. ed with great veliemence; and embraced many topics not here re- 
ported. It threw the Convention into the highest excitement, 
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Mr. Warts said, [in substance :] 


Mr. President —I regret exceedingly the tone of the speech just: 


made by my colleague [Mr. Yancey.| - This is.no time for the ex- 
hibition of feeling or for the utterance of denunciations. The 
minority have simply asked a parliamentary courtesy, which ought 
not to be denied ; especially, as there is no emergency calling for 
immediate ‘action on the resolution. It is extremely desirable that 
this resolution. should be passed unanimously; and I earnestly 
hope that the motion to refer it may prevail; and, I believe, that 
on to-morrow, it’can, and will be passed by a majority of One 
Hundred—all the votes of this Convention. 


[Mr. Warts retained the floor some considerable time, seeming 
to have been actuated by a desire to mollify the feeling, and quiet 
the excitement that prevailed in the Convention. ] 

- ‘4 a: ` 


MR. JEMISON said ; 


Mr. Président—I had not: intended to'say more upon the reso- 


Intion undet consideration; but E éannot permiti to pass in’ silence, 
the extraordinary and unprovoked remarks of the gentleman from 
Montgomery, [Mr. Yancey.] I say unprovoked, for they. were 
wholly uncalled for by any thing that fell from either my colleague 
or myself. The gentleman charges me with having spoken of his 
native State, South Carolina, with levity—slightingly. Ihave done 
no such thing. I have never spoken of that gallant State slight- 


ingly. Ihave differed with her leading politicians, but I have not’ 


spoken disrespectfully of them, or their State. I can differ with 
men upon measures of policy, and yet believe them honest and pa- 
triotic. ` But, sir, nothing was said by me as to the State of South 
Carolina, her politicians, or her policy. I spoke only of the- dis- 
patches, or telegrams, that have been‘poured in upon us in such 
profusion, upon every subject and every occasion. Some of them, 
it is true, were from the gentleman’s native State; some from oth- 
er States—they came from all quarters. -They came so thick and 
fast, they seemed like snow-flakes, to fall from the clouds. Of 
these telegrams, but without singling out those from any particu- 


lar State or locality, I did speak with levity and incredulity. I. 


spoke as I thought, as I felt, and as I believe, but without disre- 
spect to any State, individual or class. oes 
The gentleman from Montgomery has made the remarks of my- 
self and colleague, the text or‘rather the pretext of reading for 
the benefit of ourselves and the minority of this Convention, a 
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long, and very racy, and: pointed commentary upon the law of 
Treason. -He tells.us the. political nomenclature of “76” will be 
réyived ; that parties-will be known and distinguished as of yore, 
by the‘names of Whig and Tory; that in times past the friends . 
of. the country were known as’ Whigs, and-its enemies as Tories. 
He tells us further, that there is such an‘ offence as Treason, and 
reminds us that though the Ordinance of Secession may pass by 
a majority of a single vote,.that those who shall not submit to it 
are guilty of the crime of treason, and must, and will be punished. ` 
as traitors. a e : ee 1 aey 
For whom and by what authority does the gentleman speak ? 
He speaks in the plural. In all frankness, said he, “we speak thus, 
we tell our opponents,” &e. Are we to understand him as speaking 
for himself alone; or does he speak as the organ of the’ majority 
party in this Convention, of whom he is the acknowledged leader?.- 
L cannot believe that he has spoken the.sentiments of the majori-. 
ty, or any member of it but himself. I cannot think such senti- 
ments, are entertained by any-other member of this Convention.. 
. I had. not expécted:to ‘hear‘such sentiments from any “quarter. 
They are‘-unmerited—they :are uncalled ‘for and unprovoked. by’ 
any: thing that has been uttered by my colleague or myself, or by 
any other-member of the minority ; they are unjust; they are un- 
becoming any geritleman on this floor. [Hon. Mr. Yancey rose, - 
and the President called Mr. J. to order, whereupon he took his | 
seat. There was much confusion at this moment, and Mr. Yan- 
cey, also, was called to order by the President.] After order was 
restored, Mr. J. proceeded. Mr. President, when I took upon 
myself the duties of a delegate to this Convention, it was - with 
a full knowledge and proper appreciation of all its difficulties 
and responsibilities. I took my seat here with a fixed and firm 
resolution, not only to preserve the courtesies of debate, but to 
‘cultivate friendly intercourse and relations with each and every 
ohe, but to encourage calm.and friendly discussion; to keep down ` 
every crimination or recrimination by pouring oil upon the troubled 
waters. My most earnest desire has been to‘see good feeling and 
harmony preside over our deliberations; that whenever we-should 
take final action, that all should cordially and cheerfully unite in 
support of that action. This has been my most ardent desire— 
this my most settled determination. From this determination 
‘and from this purpose, I cannot be driven by any ill-timed or un- 
merited remarks, come from what source they may. But, sir, when ` 
the great leader of the majority shall call the minority party tories, 
~ shall denounce us as traitors and pronounce against us. a tradior’s 
doom, were I to pass it in silence, the world would properly consider- 
me worthy of the denunciation and. the doom. aan 
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[Here Mr. Yancey rose to explain. He said his remarks were 
not applicable to, or intended for, the minority of this.Convention; 
they were intended for those in certain portions ofthe State, where 
it was said the Ordinance of Secession, if passed, would be resisted. ] 


Mr. JEMISON continued : 


. I am glad, Mr. President, to hear the gentleman disclaim any | 
imputation of disloyalty to the minority-in this Convention.’ But 
has he bettered it by transferring it to the great-popular masses in 
certain sections of the State where-there is strong opposition to 
the Ordinance of Secession, and where it is said it will be resist- 
ed? Will the gentleman go into those sections of the State and 
hang all who are opposed to Secession? Will he hang them by. 
families, by neighborhoods, by towns, by counties, by Congression- 
al Districts? Who, sir, will give the bloody order? Who will be 
your executioner? Is this the spirit of Southern chivalry? . Are 
these the sentiments of the boasted champions of Southern Rights? 
Arė these to be the first fruits of a Southern ‘Republic? Ah! is 
this the bloody charity of a party who seeks ‘to deliver our own 
beloved:sunny South from the galling yoke of a fanatical and puri- 
tanical abolition majority? What a commentary on the charity of 
‘party majorities! The history of the reign of Terror furnishes not 
a parallel to the bloody’picture shadowed forth in the remarks of 
the gentleman. T envy him not its contemplation. ‘ For the inter- 
est of our common country, I. would drop the curtain over the 
scene; and palsied be the hand that ever attempts to lift it. 

. After the explanation and disclaimer of the gentleman [Mr. 
Yancey, | it is due to him, and to myself, that [should say—which 
J do-with great pleasure—that the particular remark of mine to 
which he excepts, was intended to illustrate my notions of parlia- 
mentary decorum, ‘and not to apply to him individually, = 


Mr.. Davis, of Madison, said: 


Mr. President—I cannot allow this-occasion to pass without say- 
ing a word in reply to what -has fallen from the gentleman 
from Montgomery, [Mr.- Yancey.] Under other circumstances, 
his remarks might pass unnoticed; but I feel that I owe it to those 
I represent, at least, correctly to state the’ position which they 
hold, upon the question so unexpectédly brought before this body. 
I claim; sir, to know -their views, and’ I say fo this Convention 
that they have not intended to resist its action, when in conformity 
to the wishes of the people of the State. . The question with them, 
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sir, is: does thé Convention represent the popular will ofthe State? - 
If it does,.they will stand by it; no matter what its decision may _ 


be. Now, sir, I need scarcely.say that the act of this: Convention 


will not be conclusive in this matter. And why? Because, as ev- | 


ery one knows, the popular vote of this State may be one way ; the 
Convention another, and this resulting from the manner in which 
it was called, by. those who are guilty of an usurpation of power. 
In short, Mr. President, the sovereignty of this body is denied, 
-and its action will be sustained or resisted, as the popular will may 
be reflected through it. 


` The gentleman from Montgomery, [Mr. Yancey,] asserts upon 


the authority of a newspaper statement, the vote to be one way; 
the gentlenian from Tuscaloosa, [Mr. Smith,] upon like authority, 
claims it to be another. I submit, sir, that in deciding a. question 
of such moment, the proof on either side, is unsatisfactory. The 
people of the State will so regard it. We have the means in our 
hands of ascertaining their will, by submitting our action for their 


_ ratification or rejection; and should a course so manifestly just, . 


be refused, a Committee of. this Body, with the: evidence at the 
door, can: arrive at a satisfactory. conclusion. In either, eyent, I 
__ pledge those E represent to stand by the'éxpressed will of the peo- 
ple. J repeat, that I know this to be the position of my constitu- 


ents, and such, so far as my knowledge extends, is the position’ 


of the people in North Alabama. 


` 


Mr. YANCEy + CA 
i sS o 
I said nothing about the people in North Alabama. 


Mr. DAvIs: 


~- 


© No sir, you did not, but it is very well understood by évery 


member on this floor to whom ‘your remarks were applicable. | If ` 


_ it should turn out that the popular vote is against the Act of Scces- 
sion, should it pass, I tell you, sir, that I believe. it will and ought 
to be resisted. The minority of the people of this State ought 
not to-control the majority. . But we are told that this is a repre- 
sentative Government—not a pure Democracy, and in this form 
minorities may rule. If our State Government be representative 
in this sense, who made.it so? The people who, in Convention, 
framed its Constitution and organic-law. They set it on foot, and 
` whilst it moves in the orbit which they prescribed, grant that it 
18 representative, and has the’ feature which is claimed. Seces- 
sion, however, destroys that Constitution, and the people are muz- 


$: 
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‘gled in this Convention by a Legislature, which’ derived its exist- 
ence from the instrument to be destroyed. But I do not propose 
to discuss this matter. Judging from the speech of the gentleman 
from Montgomery, [Mr. Yancey,]| that is not the mode in which 
it will be decided. We are told, sir, by him, that resistance to 
the action of this Convention is treason, and those who undertake 
it, traitors and rebels. The nomenclature of -the resolution will 
then be revised, anc the epithet of tory,.in future, may ornament 

‘the names of Alabamians. I cannot accept this as applicable to 
my constituents; nor neither do I perceive the fitness or force of 
the intended illustration. The Whigs of the Revolution were the 
friends of this Governmont—the Tories its enemiés. If names 
shall hold the same relation to the Government now. as then, I 
shall have no objections to the historical reminiscence. And not 
less odious, in my estimation, than the name of tory,-is the doctrine 
which is claimed of the right to coerce an unwillitg people. We 
must be dealt with as public enemies. But yesterday, sir, this 
Convention. condemned this doctrine. With.one voice, you de- 
clared against it, and expressed your determination to meet such 
‘au invasion of your rights as it ought to be met, with arms in 
your lands. It will be asserted as readily: against a tyrant at 
home as dbroad ;` as reddily by the people of; my section against 
usurpation and outrage heré, as,elsewhgre. And wheh compelled 
to take this course, they will cheerfully, no doubt, assume all the 
responsibility that follows the act. [seek no quarrel with the 
gentleman from Montgomery, or his friends. Towards him person- 
ally, I entertain none other than the kindest feeling. But I tell 
him that should he engage in that enterprise, he will not be al- 
lowed to boast the -character of an invader. Coming at the head 
of any force which he can muster, aided and aisisted by the Ex- 
ecutive of this State,.we will meet him at the foot of our moun- 
tains, and there with his own selected weapons, hand to hand, and 
face to face, settle the question of the Roveret of the people. 


The Convention adjourned without having taken any further 
ection on the resolution. 


FOURTH DAY—SECRET SESSION—JANUARY 10. 


Gen. J. W. A. SANFORD, Commis sioner from the State of G cor- 
gia to the State of Alabama, was invited to a ‘seat within the bar 
of the Convention. 


- 
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The President laid before the Convention an official | dispatch 
from the State of Mississippi. . 


4 


- Received at aca January 9th, 1861, $ telegraph. from 


Jackson : 


To Hon: Wm. M. Brooxs: 

Iam instructed by the Mississippi State Convention to inform 
you that the State of Mississippi,. by a vote of her Convention, 
approaching unanimity, has seceded unconditionally, from the 
Union, und desires, on the basis of the old Constitution, a new 
Union with the seceded States. WILLIAM S. BARRY, 

President of the Convention.. 


And also dispatches from Charleston, as follows : 


ike at RRE January 9th, 1861 , by telegraph from 


_ Charleston: 


To John A. ELMORE: 


The Steamer with, ‘ciate vaauadars was frod into‘ by the Forts, 
disabled, retreated and lyitig at'anchor. This is certain, The 
reports of her panting down her colors I do not vouch for.. 


WM. E, MARTIN. 


Received at Montgomery January 9th, 1861, by pigia from 
Charleston : 


` Tó J. A. ELMORE, or the President of the Convention : 


. Anderson, it is said and believed, intends firing upon our ship- 
ping, and cutting off communication ‘with the fort. 


WM. E. MARTIN. 


: Received at Monigomery J anuary 9th, 1861, by telegraph from 


. Charleston : 


To J OHN A. ELMORE, or President of Conveintion : 


Anderson writes to the Governor he will fire into all ships. Gov- 
ernor replies, and justifies what we did. Now Anderson replies, 


‘his mind is changed, and refers the question to Washington. 


WM.: E. MA RTIN. 
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ORDINANCE OF SECESSION 


Mr. Yancey, from the Committee of Thirteen, reported as ‘fol- 
lows: 


~ 


The Committee to whom it was committed to consider upon, 
‘and report, what action was necessary to be taken by this Conven- 
tion, in order to protect and preserve the rights and independence 
_ of ‘the people of the State of Alabama, beg leave to report, that 
they have calmly and thoughtfully considered the great matter 
committed to them; and they have instructed me to report the 
accompanying Ordinance and Resolutions. 

l W. L- YANCEY, - 


Chairman. 


An Ordinance to dissolve the Union between the State of Alabama 
and other States united under the compact styled “The Con- 


: stitution of the United States of: America,” 


` Wuernas, the election of Abraham Lincolh and Hannibal 
` Hamlin to the offices of President and Vice President of the Uni: 
ted States of America, by a sectional party, avowedly hostile to 
the domestic institutions and to the peace and security, of the peo- 
ple of the State of Alabama, preceded by many and dangerous in- 
fractions of the Constitution of the United States by many of the 

States and people of the Northern section, is a political wrong of 
so insulting and menacing a character as to justify the people of the 
State of Alabama in the adoption of prompt and decided meas- 
ures for their’ future peace and security ;. therefore, 

. Be it declared and ordained by the people of the State of Ala- 
bama, in Convention assembled, That the State.of Alabama now 
withdraws, and is hereby withdrawn, from the Union known as’ 
“the United States of America,” and henceforth ceases to “be one 
of said United States, and is, and of right ought to be, a Sovereign 
and Independent State. 

- Suc. 2. Be it further declared and ordained by the people of the 
State of Alabama in Convention assembled, That all the powers 
over the Territory of said State, and over the people thereof, here- 
tofore delegated to the Government of the United States of Amer- 
ica, be and they are hereby withdrawn from said Government, and 
are hereby resumed and vested in the people of the State of Ala- 
bama, - l ; 

- Be it resolved by the people of Alabama in Convention assem- 
bled, That the people of the States of Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, 
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Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky and Missouri, 
be and are hereby invited to meet the people of the State of Ala- - 
_ bama, by their Delegates, in Convention, on the 4th- day of Feb- 
ruary, A.D., 1861, at the city of Montgomery, in the State of 
Alabama, for the purpose of ,consulting with each other as to the 
most effectual mode of securing’ concerted and harmonious action 
in whatever measures may be deeméd most desirable for our 
common peace and security. _ 

And be it further resolved, That the President of this Conven- 
tion be, and is hereby instructed to transmit forthwith, a copy ‘of 
the foregoing Preamble, Ordinance, and Resolutions to the Gov- 
ernors.of the several States named in said resolutions.. l 

. Done by the people of the State of Alabama, in Convention as 
. sembled, at Montgomery, on this, the eleventh day of January, 
A. D., 1861. be 


MINORITY REPORT. - 


_ Mr, Creyens, from the minority of the same Conimitteé, made 
a report with resolutions as follows: ._ ; i 


„The undersigned, a minority of the Committee of Thirteen, to . 
whom was referred all matters touching’ the proper mode of re- 
sistance to'be adopted by’ the State:of Alabama, in the present 
emergency, beg leave to present the following i 


' REPORT:. 


Looking to harmony of action among our own people as desi- 
rable above’all other things, we have been earnestly desirous of 
. concurring with the majority in the line of policy marked out by 

them, but, after the most careful consideration, we have been una- 
ble to see in Separate State Secession the most effectual mode ot’ 
. guarding our honor and securing ourrights. Without entering 
. into any argument upon the nature and amount of our grievances, 
- or any speculations as to the probability of our obtaining redress 

and security in the Union, but looking alone to the most effectual 
. tnode of resistance, it seems to us tliat this great object is best to. 
be. attained by -the concurrent and concerted action’-of all the 
States interested, and that it becomes us to make the effort to ob- 
tain that concurrence, before’ deciding finally and conclusively úp- 
on our own policy: - x i l 

We are further. of opinion that, in a matter of this importance, 
_ vitally affecting the property, the lives and the liberties of the 

_ whole people, sound palicy dictates that an ordinance of secession 
should. be submitted for their ratification and approval. ‘To that 


. D E 
i 
i 


78 HISTORY AND DEBATES OF 


end, the résolutions which accompany this report have been pre 
pared and are now submitted to the Convention. 

The undersigned purposely refrain from a detailed-statement of 
the reasons which have brought them to the conclusions at which 
they have arrived. “The action proposed by the majority of the 
Committee is, in its nature, final and conclusive—there is ‘no 
chance for rehearing or revision; and we feel no disposition to 
submit an argument, whose only effect. will be to create discon- 
tent, and throw difficulties in the way of a policy, the adoption of 
which we are powerless to prevent. In submitting our own'plan, 
and using all fair and honorable means to secure “its acceptance, 
our duty is fully discharged ; to insist upon objections when they 
can have no effect but to excite dissatisfaction among the people, 
is alike foreign to our feelings, and our conceptions of patriotic 
duty. 

The resolutions hereinbefore referred to, are prayed to be ta- 
ken as part of this Report, and the whole i a ewith respectfully 
sibmitted. | CLEMENS, ` 

l JERE P: LEWIS, 
© WM. O. WINTSON, 
. ' ÅA. KIMBAL, 
J 7 `. R. S. WATKINS, 
l : ` R. JEMISON, Jr. 


Wuersas, repedted infractions of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States by the people and States of the Northern section of the 
Confederacy have been followed by the election of sectional can- 
didates, by a strictly sectional vote, to the Presidency and Vice 
Presidenty of the United States, upon a‘platform of principles in- 
sulting and menacing to the Southern States; and Wuzrzas, it 
becomes a free people'to watch with jealous vigilance, and resist . 
with manly firmness every attempt to subvert the free and equal 
principles upon which our Government was originally founded, 
and ought alone to be maintained; therefore, 

Be tt resolved by the people of "Alabama in Convention assem- 
bled, That the States of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Car- 
olina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Texas, „Arkansas , Tennessee, Kentucky and Missouri, be and they 
are hereby requested to meet us in general Conv ention in the city 
of Nashville, in the State of Tennessee, on the 22d day of Febru 
ary, 1861, for the purpose of taking into consideration the wrongs 
of which we have cause to complain; the appropriate remedy 
therefor, and the time and manner of its application. 

-Be it further resolved, That the State of Alabama shall be rep- 
resented in said Convention by nine delegates, one to be selected 


. 
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fiom each Congressional district, and two from the State at large, - 
in such manner as shall hereafter be directed and provided for by 
this Convention. 

Be it further resolved, That our Ideges selected shall ‘be in- 
structed to submit to the general Convention the following basis 
of a settlement of the existing difficulties between the Northern , 
and the Southern States, to wit: ` 


1. A faithful execution: of the F ugitive Slave Law, and a repeal 
of all State laws calculated to impair its efficacy. 

2. A more stringent and explicit provision for the surr onde of 
criminals charged. with offences against the laws of one State and 
escaping into another. ; 

3. A guarantee that slavery shall not be abolished 1 in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, or. in any other place over which Congress has 
exclusive jurisdiction. 

4. -A guarantee that the inter-State slave trade shall not’be in- 
Yerferiod with, |! Ey [ } ae ee 

. A protection to slavery in the Territories, while they are 
Beo -and a guarantee’ that when they ask for admission 
‘as States they shall” be admitted into the Union with ‘or without 
bares as their Constitutions may prescribe. .. kag 

` 6. The right of'transit througli free States with- slave Kan 

7. The. foregoing clauses to be inrepealsble by amendments to 
i Gonstitution. 

Be it further resolved, That the basis of settlement preseribed 
in the foregoing resolution shall not be regarded by our delegates 
as absolute and. unalterable, but as an indication of the opinion of, 
‘this Convention, to which they. are expected to conform as nearly 
as may be, holding themselves, however, at liberty to accept any 
better plan of adjustment which may be insisted upon by a ma- 
jority of the slaveholding States, 
| Beit further resolved, That if the foregoing proposition for a 
conference is refused,.or rejected, by any or all of the States to 
which it is addressed, Maven: in that event, will hold herself at 
iberty, alone, or in conjunction with such States, as may agree ` 
o unite with her, to adopt such plan of resistance, and mature 
uch measures, as in her: ‘judgment may seem best calculated to 


fhaintain the honor and secure the rights of her citizens; and in 
. the meantime we will resist, by all means at our command, any - 


tempt on the part of the General Government to coerce a se-, 
ceding State. 

oBer it further resolved, That the President of this Convention 
be instructed to transmit copies of the foregoing preamble and 
resolutions to the Governors of each of the States therein named. 
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And also the following resolution from the same : 


= Be it resolved by the people of Alabama in Convention assem- 
bled, That an ordinance of secession from the United States is an 
act of such great importance, involving consequences so vitally 
affecting the lives, liberty and property of the citizens of the se- 
ceding State, as well as of the States by which it is surrounded, and 
with which it has heretofore been united, that in our opinion it 
should never be attempted until after the most thorough investi- 
zation, and discussion, and then only after a full and free ratifica- 
tion at the polls by a direct vote of the people, at an election 
held under the forms and safeguards of the law in which that 
single issue, untrammelled and undisguised in any manner what- 
ever, should alone be submitted. i 


Mr. Cremexs moved that the preamble and first series of res- 
olutions be taken up and substituted for the ordimance. 


4 
The ayes and noes was demanded. . 


The ayes and nays were then called on the motion of Mr. 
Clemens, and it was lost. Ayes,.45, nays, 54. 


Those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs. Allen, Barclay, 
Beard, Bulger, Clarke, of Lawrence, Clemens, Coffee, Coman, 
Crumpler, Davis, of Madison, Earnest, Edwards, Ford, Forrester, 
Franklin, Gay, Green, Guttery, Hood, Inzer, Jemison, Jones, of 
Fayette, Jones, of Lauderdale, Johnson, Kimball, Leonard, Lewis, 
McClellan, Posey, Potter, Russell, Sanford, Sheets, Sheffield, 
Slaughter, Smith, of Tuscaloosa, Steadham, Steele, Taylor, Tim- 
berlake, Watkins, Whitlock, Wilson, Winston, Wood—45. 


Those who voted in the negative are Messrs. President, Bailey, 
- Baker, of Barbour, Baker, of Russell, Barnes, Beck, Blue, Bol- 
ling, Bragg, Catterling, Clarke, of Marengo, Cochran, Coleman, 
Crawford, Creech, Crook; Curtis, Daniel, Dargan, Davis, of Coving- 
. ton, Davis, of Pickens, Dowdell, Foster, Gibbons, Gilchrist, Haw- 
‘kins, Henderson, of Pike, Henderson, of Macon, Herndon, How- 
ard, Humphries, Jewett, Ketchum, Love, McClanahan, MePher- 
son, McKinnie, Morgan, Owens, Phillips, Ralls, Rives, Ryan, 
Shortridge, Silver, Smith, of Henry; Starke, Stone, Watts, Webb, 
Whatley, Williamson, Yancey, Yelverton—64. 


Mr. Cremens offered the following amendment: 


_ Provided, however, that this ordinance shall not gó into effect 
until the 4th day of March, 1861, and not-then unless the same 
shall have been ratified and confirmed by a direct vote of the 


‘people. 
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The ayes and noes were taken on the amendment, and were, 
‘ayes, 45, nays, 54, and the amendment was lost. 


Those who voted in the affirmative ate, Messrs. Allen, Barclay, 
Beard, Bulger, Clarke, of Lawrence, Clemens,’ Coffee, Coman, 
Crumpler, Davis, of Madison, Earnest, Edwards, Ford, Forres- 
ter, Franklin, Gay, Green, Guttery, Hood, Inzer, Jemison, 
Jones, of Fayette, Jones, of Lauderdale, Johnson, Kimball, Leo- 
natd, Lewis, McLellan, Posey, Potter, Russell; Sanford, Sheets, 
Sheffield, Slaughter, Smith, of Tuscaloosa, Steadham, Steele, Tay- 
lor, Timberlake, Watkins, Whitlock, Wilson, Winston, Wood 


-- Those who voted in the negative are Messrs. President, Bailey, 
Baker, of Barbour, Baker, of Russell, Barnes, Beck, Blue, Bolling, 
Bragg, Catterling, Clarke, of Marengo, Cochran, Coleman, Craw- 
ford, Creech, Crook, Curtis, Daniel, Dargan, Davis; of Covington, - 
Davis, of Pickens, Dowdell, Foster, Gibbons, Gilchrist, Hawkins, 
Henderson, of Pike, Henderson, of Macon, Herndon, Howard, 
‘Humphries, Jewett,’ Ketchum, Love, McClanahan, MePherson; 
McKinnie, Morgan; Owens, Phillips, Ralls, Rives, Ryan, Short- 
ridge, ‘Silver, Smith, of Henry, Starke, Stone,. Watts, Webb, 
Whatley, Williamson, Yancey, Yelverton—54. 


Mr. Yancry moved to take up the Ordinance of Secession, and 
that it be adopted. - 3 ; 


Pending this motion Mr. CLARK, of Laurence, said : 


. Mr. President—As separate secession is not a right, so it is not 
a remedy. Asa question of policy, merely, a more appalling pic- 
ture can scarcely be presented to the eye of the patriot and phi- 
lanthropist, than that of separate State secession. There is some- 
thing repulsive in the very exclusiveness of its name, a 

It is'no remedy, because it would remove no evil. The slavery 
question, the ‘‘ Iliad of all our woes,” would not be decided in our 
. favor, or even settled in any way. It would still. continue a vital 
and ever-present issue. If-we succeed in quieting or removing 
this cause of disturbance,.we have accomplished all—if we fail, 
` nothing. How shall separate secession effect this result? “It would 
be a revolution of the Government, it is true, but it would not rey- 
olutionize the Northern mind. It would neither hush the pulpit, 
calm the forum, nor purify the quarters of Black Republicanism. 

This mode of action certainly can afford no relief fur the past. 
It is equally clear, it can provide no security for the future. Des- 
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titute of the ordinary means of self-defence—in ‘no conditien to 
demand an alliance, and without the power to invite one—the 
General Government provoked into hostility by our disobedience 
—other governments refusing to acknowledge our independence— 
the surrounding States forced to become enemies by our dictation ; 
shut out from the Pacific on. the West, the Atlantic on the Hast; 

with Federal fleets cautiously watching our manœuvres from the 
Gulf of Mexico—our border exposed on every side—abolitionism 
always ready to foray upon us—with no fugitive slave law to pro- 
tect our property—without a treasury, an army or a navy—weshould 
be, indeed, the Niobe of nations. Intimidated by our own weak- 
ness, distressed by our exposed condition, and exhausted by de- 
- structive efforts at self-preservation—all history teaches that but 
one fate would await us. The proud spirit of our people bruised. 

broken, and at last overcome by these combined agencies, would 
demand protection, as the dernier resort, from some stronger pow- 
er-—angd Alabama ultimately become a dependen cy of Great Britain, 

or of France, or perhaps be forced to return ‘in secret, in silence and 
tears” to the American Confeder acy: |The minor States of ancient 
Greece,: alternately paying tribute to Sparta or Athens, great as 
the power of one, or the other was paramount, afford a mournful 
and instructive lesson upon this’ melancholy subject.‘ The small 
feudatories of the eleventh and twelfth centuries, in England, also 
offer sad examples of the well established historical truth, that u 
weak State can only maintain a nominal independence—a sort of 
political wardship when environed by more powerful neighbors. 

Separate secession, therefore, so far from enabling us the more cf- 
fectually to secure the interests of slavery, would only invite the 
descent and make us the easy prey of Northern marauders. Na- 
tions are not improvised. They are the slow and steady growth 
of centuries. “ A thousand years scarce seem to make a State.” 


The sense of insecurity, which our forlorn condition would beget, 
most certainly, would drive capital away; just at the time, too, 
when we should need it most. The cost of administering a gov- 
ernment is in inverse proportion to its size. Federal officers with 
Shylock avidity, would seize the public revenue iu every collec- 
tion district, and direct taxation: would be the only resource for 
funds with which to support the machinery of government. Our 
people, oppressed to’the earth by a system of taxation more intol- 
erable than that of despotic Austria, and impelled likewise, by the 
instinct of self-preservation, would strike their tents and, emigrate 
to the West. ‘Thus deserted by population, our lands would - pass 
out of demand, and depreciate; and our negroes, ‘too, cease to be 
valuable: for want of a market. This emigration would go on 


mat 
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chiefly from the, white population, and the dismal’ proportion of 
‘negroes which we. have already, would then ‘become absolutely 
alarming. Qur lovely State, with its few Caucasian inhabitants, 
would be converted into a kind of American Congo. 


> Should ‘Alabama and South Carolina withdraw their representa- 
tion in Congress, the democratic majority there, which makes 
the present of slavery secure, according to the infamous Phillips, 
would be destroyed; and Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri and Ten- 
nesseé, the great central slave and border States being left—un- 
generously abandoned to the implacable vengeance of their relènt- 
less foe, would seek-safety for their slaves in emigration, and fair 
equivolency in Southern markets} and, besides crowding the Gulf 
States with a ruinous surplus of the black race, would themselves, 
by gradually yielding up their lands to fhe exclusive culture of 
incoming whitemen from the North, become free States.. Thus 
the institution of'slavery, gradually receding before the Northern 
avalanche of abolitionism, pressing down upon it like a glacier 
in the gorges of the eternal Alps, and coming southward from 
State to State, would finally peitish. We should then believe, but 
all too late, the recent declaration of Senator Wade, ‘ separate 
State secession is the decree for universal emancipation.” ` This 
evil could not be remedied by laws prohibiting‘: the. immigration 
of negroes to'the State. In thus -atterapting to avoid Charybdis, 
we should be wrecked upon Seylla. To obstruct the inter-slave- 
trade, is, at once, to “clip-the golden hair from the head of Nisus.” 
The Black Republicans desire nothing more. “It is the policy, 
therefore, of Alabama to remain, if not in the Union, at least in 
the South with Virginia, Tennessee and Kentucky, interposed be- 
tween her and the region of danger, if for:no other purpose than - 
to give protection to her own property. But she owes this much, 
at least, to.those States themselves, Her patriotism, chivalry and. 
magnanimity could never bè excused for ingloriously deserting 
them in this hour of awful peril. - The hostile tread of abolition 
invaders will only desecrate the virgin soil of Alabama, when the. 
courage of: the Old Dominion becomes a myth and the Kentucky 
rifle a fable. i ae as s ON 
Surely, Alabama ought to exhibit no indecent haste in cutting 
the companionship of Virginia. -She is a powerful auxiliary—a ` 
tried friend; If the State of Virginia, losing annually a hundred 
times a8 much property as our own, and submitting to a thousand 
indignities to which our people are strangers, can remain in the 
Union, at least long enough, to select with some deliberation the 
best mode of retiriig from it, certainly Alabamia’s honor will 
not be compromiséd-by the determined abandonment of ‘a friend, 


Vea 
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go dear and invaluable. It'is said that if Virginia and Kentucky 


do not wish to be deserted, let them follow’ Alabama. . But,is it 
not eminently discourteous, selfish and unkind, for any one.State 
to arrogate the Supreme Dictatorship of fourteen equals? 


_ Southern sentiment is opposed to separate State secession ; and 
if not a majority, at least a large minority ‘of our own people are 
violently hostile to it This circumstance, alone, should be con- 
clusive against the policy. A large part of the produce of North 
Alabama finds a market in Tennessee, or passes through that State 
on its way to it. North Alabama has no ‘idea of permitting her 
citizens and votton to run the guantlet of passports, custom houses, 


and the other machinery of a foreign government as they go to 


market, Already many of her bestand truest citizens are speak- 
ing of secession from Alabama and annexation to Tennessee : thus 
illustrating at once the utter absurdity of the doctrine of secession, 
as well as foreshadowing th: storm that is impending over our own 
States Shall we ever live to behold the day when Alabama, having 
assumed" the untried ‘responsibilities of separate secession, shall 
find herself torn, convulsed and rent ip twain by the dissensions of 


cher own people? Shall the martial roll of the warlike drum ‘ever 


be heard reverbrating through.the deep ravines of the, Sand Moun- 


"tains, calling the. clansmen of the hills agaiist.our brothers of the 


South?’ Shall grim-visaged war lift his horrid front” above the 
Arcadian valley of the Tennessee, and bestain and overspread with 
slaughter’s pencil those beautiful and picturesque landscapes, 
brighter than any scene which ever flashed admiration -upon the 
shepherd’s soul among those flowering peaks, where ‘smooth Pe- 


-neus glassy flood reflects purpureal Tempe’s pleasant scene?” Shall 


the very Eden of peace, become the home of strife, of carnage and 
of destruction? The: bare probability of such a thing “ fills me, 
and thrills me with terrors no mortal ever felt before.” Great.God 


` forbid it! 


oo 


- Tn her name, and by her authority, I implore you to yield some- 
thing, for once, tothe demand of North Alabama—to your brothers 


- -who have the same common cause, danger and destiny, the same 


fathers and mothers to watch ovet and pray: for you; who love and 
cherish you, and whose brave hearts and strong arms will bleed 
and strike for you in peril’s darkest hour. Although cautious in 
council, North Alabama, when the conflict comes, if come it must, 
will lead your army to victory and. to glory. . 
What abolition aggression do you resist by going out of the 
Union alone? Will it repeal the’ personal liberty bills of the 
North ?- Will it return a single fugitive slave? Can it prevent 
the abolition of slavery in the District-of Columbia? or the sup- 
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pression of the infer-State-slave trade? — Alabama by seceding, vol- 
untarily relinquishes whatever of interest she has in the- golden 
fruitage of the territories—the Hesperides of America. Has the 
` cotton bloom no interest in the Indian territory worth Alabama’s 
attention? Can you witness without a pang the federal assetts go 
to enrich the coffers of your enemies? Will you shed not-a tear 
when you bid farewell to that army and navy, around which so 
many, glorious recollections cluster, and in which: Southern valor 
has won such unperishable laurels? But above all, to say noth- 
ing of the grave of Washington and the home of Clay, are you 
ready tamely. to surrender the Temple of ‘the Constitution—the 
Jerusalem of our hopes—to the Saracens who beleager it? South- 
ern patriots! cin you repose in quiet upon your pillows while the 
Constitution of your fathers—the grandest effort of human work- 
manship—writhes in the harpy hands of Black Republicanism ? 
Can you prevent this deplorable:consummation by separate State 
action ? Deludeé not yourselves: with the vain hope, that if this - 
Government picked to pieces by fragments, it, or any -consider- ' 
able portion off it, can; upon some self-adjusting principle, ever 

réunite in sufficient strength to demand and assert our. claim to 

any ‘of the Federal, property which we shall; abandon. Has his- 
tory been writtén in vain? Shall-we not profit.by the experience 
of the past? If our fathers, surrounded by all of the terrors of 
the Revolution; could scarcely form a Union, how can their sons 

expect, in times of peace, to restore the unity of a disintegrated 

South? If afew weak ‘and nerveless colonies—withont money 

and without men—doubted long, and finally agreed with great re- 

luetance, do you suppose that-fifteen Sovereign States, as you. so 
love to call them, would minglé again gracefully into one? Said 

Mr. Madison, in 1829, “In the event of a dissolution of the Union, 

an impossibility of ever renewing it is brought home to every mind.. 
by the difficulties encountered in establishing it. But you ask | 
` me, where then would be a unity of interest, a unity of climate _ 

and a unity of soil—what would prevent a union in politics? The 
same causes which came so near defeating the hopes of liberty. un- 
der the Articles of Confederation, and which rendered the present 
Constitution a necessity. ` The same causes: which have operated 
in-all ages and in all instances wherever the federative system has 
been attempted. History abounds with examples. The bad pas- | 
sions of men; and the passions of bad men. The ambitious schemes 
of selfish, political-leaders, and the honestly entertained views of 
-others—petty rivalry and jealousies—various views of government, 
ean of boundary, perhaps, and conflicting commiercial regu- 

ations. <= 
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‘But suppose-you could succeed, after striking Alabama from 
' the constellation of States, in provoking a war with: the General 
. Government, if iv was not imposed upon you, and by thus desolat- 
ing her fair borders and slaughtering her peaceful citizens, drag- 
goon the other Southérn States unto your assistance and a union 
with you, would you doit? Every -instinct of philanthropy, and 
common humanity answers for you a thousand times, no. My chief 
objection, therefore, to separate- secession, is, that it would bea 
disunion of the South: a.thought so gloomy and awful that it 
needs only to be mentioned. 

These are a few of the numerous objections to peaceable separ- 
ate State secession. But could this policy be carried out peaceably? 
I think not. It must be followed sooner or later, by an appeal to the 
high arbitrament of arms—where the eloquence of artillery would 
debate, and the bayonet’s bloody point decide. The annals of all 
time furnish but few, if any, instances of a people changing their 
allegiance by'a bloodless revolution. . If the General Government 
were to attempt to coerce the State, that would determine the ques- 
tion'at once. . If the incoming administration, however, should 
adopt’ the constitutional constructions of its, predecessor, the un- 
pleasant alternative will be ‘presented of eigaging in a civil war, 
or of submitting to the collection of the -Federal revenue. A 
brave-people, ground down by taxation, will not be long in decid- 
. Ing that question. I shall not argue to it. A settled gloom comes 
over the mind and deadly sickness steals upon the heart at its mere 
contemplation. One paragraph from that magnificent burst. of 
oratory, uttered by Mr. Webster in the great strife of 1850, which 
gathers new splendor from the impending crisis, is worth more 
than all of my argument: “ Who is so foolish—I beg everybody’s 
pardon—as to expect to sée any such thing? Sir, “he who sees 
_ these States now revolving in harmony around a common centre, 
- and expects to see them quit their places and fly off without con- 
vulsion, may look the next hour to see the heavenly bodies rush 
from their spheres and jostle against each other in the realms of 
space, without causing the wreck of the universe. There can_ be 
no such thing as peaceable secession. Peaceable secession is an 
utter impossibility. ‘Is the grcat Constitution under which we 
live—covering this whole countr y—is it to be thawed and melt- 
ed away by secession as the snows on the mountains melt in un- 
der the influence of a vernal sun, disappear.almost unobserved 
and run off? No, sir! No, sir! I will not state what might pro- 
duce disruption of the Union : but sir, I see as plainly as T see the 
sun in heaven what that disruption itself must produce. I see it 
must produce war, and such a war I will not describe in its two- 
fold character.” 
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The only hope for a peaceable secession is in a United South; 
and that alone can afford certain security to the future of slavery. 
Now is the time, too, if ever, that it can be effected. Southern 
sentiment, although opposed. to separate secession, is ripe for a 
Union of the South. That moral revolution which must always 
precede political changes, has been already wrought. Lincoln’s 
‘election—a standing menace to slavery—by a party organized upon 
a basis of hostility to that species of property, in which all of- the 
Southern States are so largely interested, will-force the South into 
unity of idea. l 


A united South! What music to the patriot’s ear! In it would 
be realized the brightest dreams of Southern statesmanship—the 
life-long ambition of the great Calhoun consummated—and the in- 
stitution of slavery protected forever against the propagandism of 
the Northern mania. A united South implies all that is profitable 
im practice, beautiful in theory; and stupendous in eonception. A: 
salubrious climate, fertile soil, and nearly nine hundred thousand ' 
square miles of slave territory ;, fifty navigable rivers, unlocked by . 
the rigors of winter; a sea coast by ocean and gulf almostimmeas- 

_urable ;: a population in the year'1850 of hearly ten millions; her’ 
propérty: worth, exclusive of slaves, in round numbers, three bil- 
lions ; and fifty-five millions of acres of improved land, groaning be- 
neath the richest of harvests. The cash value of her farms, two 
billions of -dollars ; her farming implements alone worth sixty 
millions of dollars ; her agricultural products, estimated at six hun- 
dred and thirty-two millions of dollars; each agriculturist earning 
in the sweat of honest industry, an average of one hundred and 
seventy-one dollars per annum: a capital of ninety-six millions of 
dollars employed in manufactures, and working up in raw material 
a value of eighty-seven millions of dollars. [Here Mr. Clark en- 
larged upon the-resources.of the South, and continued:] Besides, | 
the South is the nursery of the Arts and Sciences, the land of 
the philosopher; the home of the orator and statesman, thi 
poet, the historian and the divine. Its chivalry unvanquished by 
flood or by field, and its beauty blooming like ‘‘ wild roses by the 
abbey towers” in every hamlet and village. While these statistical 


. 


facts, taken indiscriminately from the census of 1850,augmented by _ 


a decade’s increase, demonstrate that the South, under the present 
Government, has attained a distinction almost unrivalled in mate- 
rial progress, they admonish ‘us to exercise great patience before 
. we destroy the Constitution which has supplied. us with so much 


= . nourishment, growth and wealth. They alsoshow that the South, 


united, -possesses within- herself, all of the elements ot greatness, 


} 


prosperity and independence.. Our independence would then be 


a 
s 
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acknowledged, and our power, influence and vast resources would 
invite alliances. Coercion would then’ become a thing impossible, 
and even fanaticism itself would not attempt it. The united free- 
men of the South, standing above the’ soil of their nativity, and 
battling around the urns sind sepulchres of their fathers, can never be 
conquered. We should then possess; in short, all of the requisites 
ofa great.nation; the evils incident: to separate secession above al- 
luded ‘to, would be prevented ; and in this way, if at-all, the long 
train of deplorable disasters consequent upon civil war, ‘avoided. 

The North know-that we are injured and that the. grounds of 
our complaint are just. They know that if there is any’wrong in 
‘the fugitive slave law, we are indebted to them for it. Almost be- 
fore their. tracks were dry on the decks of the May-flower, in 1643, 
only twenty-three years after, 

“A band of exiles moor’d the bark 

so On the wild New England shore,” 

Commitsioners from Connecticut, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Ishand ‘and other places enacted a Fugitive Slave Law. 

' Let the South in her united majesty once “more come forth 
6: «with her cohorts gleaming in purple and ‘gold,’ and, lifting her 
mighty voice, like the sound: of Many waters, above ‘the granite 
hills-of New England, utter again to Abolitionism, the edict of 
heaven: “thou shalt not steal.” We owe it to the interests of lib- 
erty—to republican institutions, and to the great rights of man 
throughout the civilized world. We owe it to that long line of 
posterity which shall rise up and bless us—to the present with all 

‘of its untold grandeur—and to the illustrious past. 

An act, involving such momentous consequences as the tearing 
down or building up a government implies, should not be done in 
passion, pique or r precipitation. - We shòuld at least determine the 
successor before we dethrone the incumbent—agree upon the form 
of a néw government before we destroy the old. Our ancestors 
were nearly a century and a half in erecting the present govern- 
ment of the United States; and in the Convention which assem- 
bled in Albany in 1754, its ruling spirit, Dr. Franklin, and his as- 
sociate ‘commissioners, ‘unlike our separate secession advocates, 
spurned the idea of separate: Confederacies. Indeed, colonial his- 
tory fully proves that the great statesmen who were ‘acting under 
a high and patriotic sense of their responsibilities to mankind, and 
whose deliberations resulted in the formation of a government, 
which up to the present moment has been regarded with wonder 
and admiration by the civilized world, were controlled by two’ 
principles, which obtain but little favor with the government’ ma- 
kers of the present'day: the greatest caution and a strong desire for 
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united action, They were acting, too, under circumstances ten ‘ 
tinies moré alarming than those which surround us, and with pre- 
cisely the same object in -view—self-protection against external. 
danger. .. Even after hostilities had commented in the province, of 
Massachusetts, they published resolutions renouncing trade with 
Great Britain, Canada andthe Colonies ; they preferred petitions 
to the King; and-it-was ‘only- after, argument, persuasion, remon-_ 
strance, entreaty, non-intereourse and -every other conciliatory `. 
measure had -been exhausted, that. they struck the final blow which 
made America free. o. a T a Saa . 
_ What a change has come over the spirit of South Carolina’s- 
dream! Then she was prudent, cautious, full of delay; even up- 
` to the first day of July, 1776, although her arms had-‘lashed forth | 
at Fort Moultrie in a blaze of glory, she had‘ not given in her ad- 
herence to the Declaration of Independence; and the reason, still 
more singular, was- that one of her deputies wanted time to unite ` 
others in the, project. . ce os 


_ For these reasons, with many others, it is the policy of Alabama, ` 
clearly indicated, to invite ‘a Conference of the Southern. States - 
for ‘consultation and endorsement. What should be ‘the'policy of 
that -Convention, it is not for me to anticipate. . But; that great. 
good would result from it we-may safely hope. -If. some plan- of 
reconciliation were derived by it which should-satisfy the demands - 
of the Southern States, as l confidently believe would be done, 
certainly. every good patriot would hail it with delight. But if,: 
after we have made this last appeal to the justice of the North—. 
after we have exhausted, like our révolutionary fathers, argument, 
persuasion and eutreaty, injustice and wrong shall continue to rule 
their gounsels—thus manifesting the determination to wage the 
“ irrepressible conflict” until the foot of the slave shall no -longer 
tread the soil of the South—then' no constitutional scruples aout - 
State sovereignty or Federal coercion will be mooted; the South 
in grand, unbroken and consolidated unity, would ‘appéal to that 
right which is higher than all constitutions—which tears down. 
and sets up governments——which topples- dynasties and crushes em-. 
pires—which déthrones kings “and decapitates tyrants—the im- 
placable right which the Great God of the-Universe has granted 
to man in the eternal charter of the skies—the right of every com’ 
munity to freedom and happiness, and of.eyery people; when the . 
government established oyer them becomes incompetent to fulfill: 
its purposes, or destructive. of the essential ends for which it was 
instituted, founded upori ‘the law of nations and the reason of man- 
kind, and supported by the best authority and most illustrious pre- 
cedents, to throw-off such government and provide new guards fot 

” 7 
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their future security. If the wisdom, the patriotism and the ex- 
periencé of the land, assembled in solemn council, after calmly’ 
surveying the facts and maturely, considering the consequences of 
their act, shall be of the opinion that the dearest interests of ‘our 
people require the destruction of the government, let them quietly 
ascertain and define our grievances ;` and then having adopted the 
example of the immortal fathers of the first reyolution, in vindica- 
tion of the second, “let facts be submitted to a candid world.” 
‘But if this Convention should neither restore peace nor declare in- 
_ dependence, our condition would be no worse’ than it is now. 
Oncé more, therefore, in the names of Liberty, of Peace, of happy 
hours—of the aged, of the poor, of our mothers, of our sisters—of 
helpless humanity throughout the’ borders of our State, I implore 
you.to concede something to-the counties of North Alabama: 


. Mr. Trwper axe offered the following amendment : 


Amend by inserting the following after the: second section of 
the Ordinance, viz: > a a a ee | a 

.» Andät being the-desire of the State of Alabama to form a Pro, 
visional’ Government, and a Southern ‘Confederacy, upon the ba- 
sis of the Coiistitution of the United States of America, with such 
of the slaveholding States as will join in forming the same; and 
the present resumption-of its powers are declared to be for that 
purpose. , > no l j i 


Mr. TmseERLAKE said : 


In proposing this amendment, he hoped to sọ explain an ordi- 
nance by the adoption of which, Alabama proposes to resume the 
‘powers heretofore delegated ‘to the Federal Government, as ‘to 
-confine the future action of the State, inthe exercise of those pow- 
ers, to the formation of a Confederacy of Southern States. He 
was unwilling to clothe Alabama with those powers-for any other , 
purpose:;: he could but.regard the experiment of States, (formerly 
belonging to the United States,) setting up for themselves separate 
independent Governments, as being dangerous and unwise in poli- 
cy, and asit. had been a question upon: which the parties in this 
Convention differed in the late canvass, both agreeing that the ob- 
ject and purpose of secession was the formation of a new Confed- 
eracy with Southern States. The- Ordinance thus explained, will 
be complete for that’ purpose. He was willing that Alabama 
should resume the delegated powers for that purpose and for no - 
other. a i T ee ee ee 
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This Convention has power to adopt all measures for: the đe- 
-fence of the interest and honor of Alabama, as well before as af- 
ter the act of separation. a Di 


$ 


pr 


Mr. Wuattey said: . - BE a E 


The amendment of the gentleman from Jackson, is already in- 
corporated in’ the Ordinance proposed by the Committee. The 
only spirit and object of the Ordinance is to accomplish what the, 
gentleman proposes. Tt seems that no. explanation or solicitations 
by the, Chairman of the Committee, and other members, can suit 
the taste of the gentleman from Jackson; I therefore move to 
lay “his amendment on the table... Ss. ' i ; 


~ 


Mr. ‘Yanoezy said: . 


He was willing to vote for a proposition that ft was the de- 
sire and intention of the people of Alabama in ‘seceding, to join © | 
other seceding States in erecting a Southern Confederacy of States 
upor the’ principles òf the' Constitution df the. United States of 
America.', But. he could“not vote for the proposition of the gen- 
tlenian from Jackson, .[Mr. Timberlake,] because it announced 
such design as the sole motive in seceding from the Union. “He 
asked the attention of the gentleman from Jackson to this dis- 


_ tinction. If he really desired an announcemént, upon the part of 


delegates, that. they intended to. use all proper efforts to frame a 
Confederacy of Southern States upon Republican principles, let 
him alter his amendment so as to express that idea, and he will 
receive a hearty support from the friends of secession in this Con- 
vention. For us to vote for this amendment as now worded, 
is to ask us to declare a motive for secession which was never er- 


` tertained by its friends. . ; > 


The advocates of secession placed their action upon far higher ` 
grounds: They believed tliat the rights and liberties of the peo- 
ple of Alabama were assailed, and endangered by the Northeru 
majorities, who. control a majority of the States, and who are 
about to:control the legislation of the Union. ef 

- Believing this, secession, or withdrawal of the State from un- 
der the power of that hostile majority, was. advocated purely for 
the purpose—for the ‘purpose alone—of protecting- and . preserv- 
ing the endangered rights of the people of this sovereign State— 


‘even though not another State should fellow our example. Though 


this was the sole .purpose of secession, yet we all believed. that 
other States would secede, and,in that.event’ it was our hope that 
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they would join us in forming a. new Confeder acy upon old-fash- - 
ioned Republican principles. . zap 


After a short discussion, Mr. WHATLEY renewed his motion” 
to lay the amendment on. the table. 


` The ayes and noes were called, and -resulted : ayes 62—noes 
37. . 


Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Brooks, Allen ; 
Bailey, Baker of Barbour, Barnes, Beck, Blue, Bolling, "Brags, 
Catterling, Clarke. of Marengo, Clarke of Lawrence, Cochran, Cole- - 
man, Crawford, Creech, Crook, Curtis, Daniel, Dargan, Davis of 
Covington, Davis of Madison, Davis of Pickens, Dowdell, Fos- 
ter, Gibbons, Gilchrist, Green, Hawkins, Henderson of Macon, 
Henderson of Pike, Herndon, Howard, Humphries, Jewett, Jones 
of Lauderdale, ‘Ketchum, Lewis, Love, McClanahan, McClellan, 
McPherson, McKinne, , Morgan, Owens, Phillips, Ralls, Rives, 
Ryan, Sheets; Shortridge, Silver, Smith ‘of Henry, Starke, Stone, 
Watts, Webb, Whatley; Williamson, Wood, Yancey, Yelverton 
— 62. a ù E ` ih I 


fo ' t. 
i 


Those who eoted i in the negative v were Messrs. Baker of Rus- 
sell, Barclay, Beard,. Brasher, Bulger, Clemens, Coffey, Coman, 
Crumpler, Earnest, "Edwards, Ford, Forrester, Franklin, Gay, 
Guttery, Hood, Inzer, Jemison, Jones of Fayette, Johnson, Kim- 
ball, Leonard, Posey, Potter, Russell, Sanford, Sheffield, Slaugh- 
ter, Smith. of Tusealoosa, Stedham, ‘Steele, Tayl or, ‘Watkins, 
Whitlock, ‘Wilson, Winston—87. 


t t 
r 


Mer. X ANCEY moyed the following ‘amendment, to be inserted 
immediately after the Ordinance, and before the resolutions : 


e And as it is the desire and purpose of the people of Alabama 
to meet the slaveholding States of the South, who may approve 
such purpose, in order to frame a provisional as well as perma 
nent Government, upon the-principles of the .Constitution of the 
United States. ” 


The amendment of Mr. Yancey w was adapted. 


Mr. Warr announced the ‘presence of Ex-Governor J.. W. 
Matthews, Commissioner from Mississippi, who was, on motion, 
invited to a seat within the bar of the Convention. 
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" On- motion of Mr: Jemison, the Convention’ then adjourned 
until to-morrow (Friday), at 11 o’clock, A. M. | z 


FIFTH DAY—JANUARY ELEVENTH, ` 


l The, President laid before the Convention the following official 
dispatches from the State of Flórida: ` at ae 


TALLAHASSEE, Jan. 10.—Florida has ‘seceded imeonditionally, 
by a.vote of. sixty-two to seven. / M.S. PERRY. 


-The i other was- from Hon. E. C. Bullock, Commissioner from 
Alabama to Florida, precisely similar to the one from Gov. Perry. 


_ The President announced that the special order before the Con- 
yention for this day, was the, report, of the majority from the 
Committee of: Thirteen, and the Ordinance of Secession. ` : 
_ «Mr, Jemisox, who was,eltitled to the floor, said: 2.” 
.. That he had thought of submitting to the Convention, this 
morning, some extended remarks touching this most important 
question ; but, upon reflection, he would decline te do so. His 
own mind had long been made up to acquiesce in whatever the 
majority of the Convention might do, He was pledged, uncon- . 
ditionally, to his constituents to this course; and he would cheér- 
.fully carry ont his pledge; and, he trusted, to their’ satisfaction. 
He. would not only acquiesce himself in the passage of the Or- 
dinance of Secession, but, upon his return, to-his constituents, he 
would use all honorable exertions, if need be, to satisfy the peo- 
ple with the action of this body. This:he deemed to-be his duty, 
as suggested, by every consideration of patriotism: The public 
welfare- demafded unity of action; and, so far as he was concern- 
ed, the .best energies of his‘mind would be devoted to that end. 


“Mr. Darcan. said: . ay. oe 


i wish, Mr. Presidént, to express the feelings with which I’ vote 
for the secession of Alabama.from the Government of the United 
` States; and to state, in a few words, the reasons that-impel me 
‘to this act. Blah ee oe i 
I feel impelled, Mr. President, to vote for this Ordinance by an 
_ overruling necessity. Years ago I was convinced that the South- 


= 
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ern States would be compelled either to, separate: from the North, 
by dissolving the Federal Government, or they would be com- 
pelled to abolish the institution of_ African Slavery. . This, in my 
judgment, was the only alternative; and'I foresaw that the South 
would be compelled, at some day, to make. her selection. ‘The 
day is now come, and Alabama must make her selection, either 
to secede from the Union, and assume the position of a sovereigi, 
independent State, or she. must submit fo å system ‘of policy on 
the part of the -Federal Government that, in a- short time, will 
compel her to abolish ‘African Slavery: 


Mr. President, if pecuniary loss alone weré s involved in the. 
abolition of slavery, I ‘should hesitate long before I would give the 
vote I now intend to-give. . If the destruction of slavery entailed 
on us poverty: „alone, I could bear: it, for I have seen poverty and 
felt its sting. ‘But: poverty, Mr. President, would be one of the” 
least of the: evils that would befall us from the abolition of Afri- 
- canslaveyy. There are now in the slaveholding States over four 
millions of slaves; dissolve the relation of master and slave, and 

what, I. ask, would become of that race.? To remove them from 
amongst’ us is impossible. History gives us no acgount of the 
exodus of such a number of persons. "We neither have a place 
to which to remove them, nor the means of such removal. They 
therefore inust remain with us; and if the relation of master and - 
slave be dissolved, and our slaves turned: loose amongst us with. 
out restraint, they ‘would either be destroyed by our own hands— 
the hands‘to which they look, and look with confidence, for pro- 
tection—or we ourselves would become demoralized and degraded. 
The former result would take place, and we ourselves would be- 
come the executioners of our own slaves. To this extent would 
‘the policy of our Northern enemies drive us; and thus would we 
not only ‘be-reduced to poverty, but what is, still worse, we should 
be driven to crime, tothe commission. of. sin; and we must, there- 
fore, this day elect between the, Government formed by our fath- 
ers (the whole spirit of which kas been perverted, ) and POVERTY 
AND oRIME! This being the alternative, I cannot hesitate for a 
moment what my- duty is. I must separate from the Government 
of the United States, and abandon the Government of-my fathers, 
` one under which I have lived, and under which I.wished to die. 
But I must. do.my‘duty to my country and my fellow-beings ; 
and humanity, in my judgment, demands that Alabama. should 
separate herself from the Government of the United States. 

If I am wrong in this responsible act, I hope my God may for- 
give me; for I aga not actuated, as I think, from any motive save 
that of justice abt: philanthropy ! a 
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Mr. Poser said: i o -** 


_ Mr, President—Before. the vote is taken, J desive to. dira ‘some . 
' reflections, not arguments, upon’ this solemn očcasion. ` I admit 
thie time. for argument is passed. ‘The ‘test: votes. taken- upon 
the’ question clearly’ indicate ‘the determination’ of a majority 
on this floor, to withdraw- Alabama from the Government left us 
by our fattiers, and which all here once ‘valued as our Tieheng: in- 
heritance. ; : 

“T come to bury Crosar, not to- „praise him.” - Mr. President, I 
know you are a-man, having the feelings of a.man, and can appre- 
ciate the sensations of the minority. . Reflect how'you would have 

“felt ‘before you had been ‘prepared, head and heart, to dissolve our 
relations with the Federal Government, We of the minority 
have not advanced so far; we: would, make ohne more effort to pre- - 

_ serve‘ the Federal ‘Government, and by’ united: action with the 

other Southern States demand and sustain’ all our just-rights; and - 
should such united demands be refused by the States of the North,” 

_ then to withdraw together frómi the Union. ` 


"The minority -bélieve the Ordinance of Secession ought to be 
submitted to the people; our constituents believe the same, and: 
‘would submit more willingly to the vote of the people themselves. 
This Ordinance will be, mọrè distasteful to them, because they - 
have not been allowed to ratify or reject it: I hope they. will ac- 
quiesce in the action of a majority ofthis Convention. “Division 
at home- would be worse than Secession ;. this’ is the opinion ‘of 
the minority on this floor, upon. mature reflection. The, first im- 
pression of some of us, was; if the Convention refused to submit’ 
‘the question to the people, to’ ‘bolt'the Convention and return home: 
This intention we have abandoned ; the conciliatory course of the 
majority on this floor, was wise and prudent, and has induced ns 
to‘remain ; and as we conceive, without being responsible for the 
Act of Secession, we can stay. here and aid in “Providing for ‘the 
emergencies me future. l ; 


Mr. J ONES, of Lainderdale, said : 


"That he had not Er the. ‘time of the Gioi by fie. 
tious opposition to the action of the majority; he did not desire to 
dò 80 now, yet he thought the act about, to be performed would 
justify. him: in occupying the time of the Convention #0: a few 
’ moments.. 

This fiad been the most sich hour of his life—he: expected. to 
feel no more solemn when he should stand i in the presenge of the 
King of Terrors. . 
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We are to sever the ties that have- hitherto bound'us. to the 
Federal Union, and enter upon. an unknown sea. of experiment. 
He would not argue the propriety of that act. The whole history 
of this Convention proves that the decision is already made—that 
each-member has determined -the course he will pursuse, and is 
prepared to. meet the responsibility of his ‘acts both now and 
hereafter. ‘ 


Knowing this, he would not have said one word, but for the 
fact'that it was reported and believed by many, that the constitu- 
ency he represented were submissionists: this is a great mistake. 

The people of Lauderdale are as jealous of their rights, and as 
ready to. resent an infraction of those rights,’as any people repre- 


sented on this floor—they have. solemnly and unanimously de-, 


clared, time and again, that they would not submit to Black Re- 
publican rule on the principles enunciated by that: party—they 
hold doctrines announced in your resolutions of Monday last to be 
their principles, and: stand pledged to maintain’ them. 


` "Tis true, they differ with you about the time and mode of. re- 


dress; they think'that hasty secession is not thè propèr remedy ; 
they think it unwise, impolitic ahd wanting‘in proper courtesy to 
our brethren-of the border States. Thus you see, we do not dif- 
fer about the fact, but the manner of: redress—the remedy. But 
whether your mode or ours be wisest, he nous notargue; that 
must be left: for future history to decide. 

He had been much moved by the remarks fied by the gen- 
tleman from Green, [Mr. Webb.] Seventeen years ago he had 
. met that gentleman i in the House of Representatives, when they 
were, mere boys; since then, they had met in both énds of the 
Capitol, and he had ever found him ready to'accord full and ample 
justice to my section. North Alabama had never drawn a draft 
on him, he did not honor. Then, sir, if the danger which he des- 
eribes shall befall his section of the State, he will find us ready 
and willing fo share every toil and divide.every danger. Though 
differing totally from the majority on this subject, yet he was a 
son of Alabama, born and réared: upon: her soil, he had not, nor 
expected to live beyond her limits.: To-her he owed his first alle- 
giance, and through her a second to.the Federal Union, - When 
Alabama shall sever this last allegiance and bid him.stand in her 
defence, he had but one course of duty left. When her. banner. was 
unfurled he should stand beneath it—her friends should be hiş 
friends and her enemies his. 


These opinions were widely known to his constituents, and they 
sent him here because they: endorsed them. He-would only add- 


that he had a boy 15 years old now training in your raks and - 


=} 
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his mother says that when hé is called his father. must go with him ; 
and he could not shrink from the responsibility. me 


_ Mr, Inzer said: 


Mr. President—This isthe most solemn period of my life., 
Although a young man, I have been looking forward: for years to. 
a dissolution of the States.composing this Confederacy: The 
Great Compact has already been broken. South Carolina, Flori- 
da, and Mississippi have seceded, and before the.going down of 
the sun the State of Alabama will have declared her independence, 


and no longer be one of. the United States of America. Iam . 


pledged to oppose the Ordinance. I told the people of the county - 


which I have the honor to represent, that if elected, I. would 
most assuredly vote against immediate separate secession; and to- 


day I stand here ready to redeem my-pledge, and will vote against’ 


the Ordinance. But when it bécomes the organic law of my State, `. 
I will support it, as I believe it to be my duty to do so. Ibelieve 


the people of my, county will stand’ by the: action of the State in: 


her sovereign capacity ; and I am in hopes that Alabama-will go 
on with her great work to independence and prosperity. I'told the 
people of St: Clair, [Mr: Inzer’s- county,] while canvassing the 


county, that I was in favor of coöperation; but said, if Alabama- 


should secede separate and alone, I would go with her and stand 
by her in every peril, even to the cannon’s mouth ; and I now re- 
peat it, I am for Alabama under any and all circumstances. ` 


Mr, Smira, of Tuscaloosa, said: | | 


Mr. President—I will not at this time express any argument of 
opposition 1 may entertain towards the Ordinance of Secession. 
I have many reasons for this course. ` a 

I meet here a positive, enlightened ‘and unflinching majority. I 
havé respect for them, and I despair of being able to move them. 

In times like these, when neighboring States are -withdrawing 
ote by-one from the Union, I cannot get my consent: to utter a 
phrase which might be calculated, in the’slightest degree, to widen: 
the breaches at home. „My opposition to the. Ordinance of Se- 


~- 


cession will be sufficiently indicated by my vote; that vote will be . 


recorded in thë book; that book will take up its march for pos- 
terity; and the day is not.yet.come that is to decide’ on’. whith 
part of the: page of that: book. will be written the glory or the 
Shame of this day. ~ - SO a Lo 

It is important to the State that you of the-majority should be 
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right, and that I should be wrong. However much personal grati- 
fication :I might-feel hereafter in finding’ that I was ‘right ‘on this 
great question, and that you were wrong; that gratification would. 
indeed be to me a poor consolation in'the midst of a ruined and 
` desolated country. - Theréfore, asthe passage of the Ordinance.of 
Secession is the act by which the destiny of Alabama is to be 
‘eontrolled; I trust that. you are right, and that I am ‘wrong. è I 
trust-that-God has inspired you with His wisdom, and that, under 
the influence of this Ordinance, the State of Alabama may: ‘rise. to 
the highest pinnacle of national grandeur. ` 

' To show, sir, that the declarations I. now aise are nbt forced 
by the exigencies of this hour, I read one of the resolutions from 
the platform upon which I was elected to this Convention : 

“ Resolved, ‘That we.hold it to be our duty, first, to use ‘all 
honorable exértions to secure our rights in the Union, and if we 
should fail in this, we will maintain our rights‘out-of ‘the Union 
—for, as citizens of -Alabama, we owe our - “allegiance first to-the 
State; ; and we wal support ier in whatéver ' course she may 
adopt.” >. os 1 
. * Thus, Mr. President, you will: TEN that' the course- I now 
take is the result of the greatest deliberation, having been matur- 
ed before I was a candidate for a seat-in this Convention; and 
there is a perfect understanding on this subject between me and 
my constituents. 

- It but remains for me to add, that when your Ordinance passes 
through the solemn forms of legislative deliberation, and receives 
the sanction of this body, I shall recognize it as the supreme law 
of the land; my scruples will fall to the ground ; and that devotion, 
which I haye heretofore, through h the whole course of my public 
life, given to the Union of the States, shall be concentrated i in my 
allegiance to the State of Alabama, 


Mr. GREEN said : | 

He would vote against the Ordinanes, but would sustain the ac- - 
tion of thé Convention. . His people would ratify and fully endorse 
it. Mr. G. spoke feelitigly, and said he'hoped the people of Ala- 
bama would be æ unit.. 

He had been elected as a coöperationist y cand ‘would now preat- 
‘ly prefer a congultation with the slaveholding States before, he sev- 
ered the bonds of the Union. . But, -he' would not withhold his ae- 
quiesence from thé will of a majority here, however much he. might 
be convinced, in his own mind, of the propriety of codperation. 
-In this great day of interest, it ‘becomes: all, oon, men to be united 


a 
- * 
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in the same ranka td promote the general welfare of the people, 
and to oppose our enemies in a solid.and determined body. l 
Mr. KIMBALL said: . 


+ 


Mr. President—The passage of the Ordinance is now a settled 
fact; and Ido not rise, air, to make factious opposition to itè pas- ` 


sagé. It is dueto myself, it is a duty I owe.the people whom I rep- 


resent oi this floor; that I-should express to this body, the power | 


delegated to me by my people. Now, sir, I represent in part,:thir- 
ty-three hundred votes, as good and‘true people to.the South as 
lives on Alabama soil.: It is true they were opposed to separate 
secession; that opposition, nevertheless, made them none the less 
opposed to Black Republicanism ; but in my- opinion, the more ef- 
fectual. . In all my intercourse with my fellow-citizens, I found none 
who did not cordially desire a united South, nota dissenting voice. 
In the “ Advertizer” of this morning, I finda dispatch expressing 
the opinion of-Gen. Scott, who is said to be the great War Spirit, 
who" unhesitatingly’ says, that with a certain unanimity of -the 
Southern: States,.it would be impolitic and‘improper to attempt 
coercion. This is thé effect we expected to consummate by the 
action of coöperation. -We bélieved it would-be effectual with less 
loss of blood und treasure. Now, sir, to show our sincerity in ef- 


fectial resistance, I resd-from the platform, published to the peo- 


ple, on -which we went before them for the position. we occupy 
on this floor. One of the resolutions in said platform, says: > ` 

` That in order to secure the codperation of the. South as a unit, 
and. justify ourselves in the eyes of thebrorld, we considér it wise 
and politic that a general Convention of all the Southern States 
should be called to adopt an ultimatum to the Northern . Republi- 
cans, and that unless such ultimatum so presented he adopted, that 
then our safety, and the preservation of our rights, demand that 
those rights should be maintained, even if it-result in the ‘seces- 

sion of the State of Alabama and the rupture of the Union.” 

Now, sir, this shows a laudable effort on the part of the people 
af Tallapoosa, to avoid the horrors of war by securing a -united ac- 


t 


tion of the South on an ultimatum. The rejection of which, would . 


certainly greatly tend to our unanimity—a most desirable object. 


- Another’ objection I-have to the passage of the ‘Ordinance, un- 


der existing circumstances, is,the evident disposition and settled pur- 
pose of this Convention not.to submit this Ordinance to the. people 
for their rejection, or ratification. It is right and proper, this should 


be done: The ‘sovereign people of.the State of Alabama, oh a 
. greát question of this sort,’ should be consulted; they are the par- - 


ZA 


e 
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ties whose interest‘is to bé affected: In this opinion all parties 


- were agreed, and I now read’ the resolution to which none (of the 


candidates,) i in Tallapoosa objected : 


“That the Sovereignty of Alabama remains with the people 
thereof, and that the result of -the Convention called by the Gov- 


- ernor, let it be what it may, should be referred. back to ‘the ‘people 


for their rejection’ or ratification.” 
As one of -the Committee of Thirteen, I desired this should be 


done ; but as this. Convention has decreed otherwise, as a loyal ‘citi- 


zen’ of Alabama, I mist yield; and I am satisfied my constituents 
will concur, and will stand by ‘Alabama i in weal and.woe.’ 


Mr. Jonnson said: : 


Mr. President—Similar reasons to those hague by gentle- 


men as having influenced them in arriving at-the conclusion to — 


sustain the Ordmance when passed, has’ operated upon and influ- 
enced me in forming:a similar conclusion. This question differs 
very: materially from all: ordinary political: questions. To have 
opposed the policy of separate State. secession, before any, action, 
taken or‘ “expression given ‘by this Convention, was certainly legit- 
imate, and, I think, wise; but having ascertained that there is a 
well-defined majority of this body in favor of that policy, further | 
resistance should cease. 

It is either factious or revolutionary, or both; and hence, i in my 
opinion, should not be persisted. in. 

The minority of this body, with which I bis acted, have vol- 
untarily and. patriotically pledged themselves, unanimously, to 
resist abolition aggression. 

We have had an opportunity of expressing our preference as 
to the mode and measure of resistance which we would „offer to 
present and anticipated aggressions. 

We preferred the calling of a.Convention of. all, or as many of 
tne slaveholding States,.as would meet us in such Convention, in 
order that we might avail ourselvés of their counsel, their griev- 
ances, and their simultaneous action. This Convention decided 
that to be impracticable. 

Then, sir, acting upon the principle that the people are sover- 
eign, and should ‘be permitted to exercise their inalienable right 
to supervise the actioni of their agents, in a matter involving their 
dearest rights and destiny, -we proposed to- refẹr the action of this 
Convention to the peoplé, for their ratification or rejection. - 

This was decided to. be impolitic or unnecessary. Having thus 
failed, sir, to induce the Convention to- adopt, our policy or mode 
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of resistance, the alternative is presented : Will we adopt Seces- 
sion as a mode `of resistarice? or will we'say to the world that we 
prefer Submission’ to this. mode ‘of resisting abolition aggression 4 
I préfer secession to submission, and will not only sustain your 
Ordinance. when passed, but: will go farther, and say‘ that; if res: 
ponsibility attaches to its passage, I will sliare that responsibility. 
I will vote for tlie ordinance, believing that Talladega county is 
unwilling to shun-a responsibility which other counties of the 
State are willing to’ assume. The entire delegation. from Tallg- 
dega, as well as those from Coosa, will-vote for the Ordinanće. `` - 
We are ‘not influenced, in casting this vote, by a desiré to con- 
ciliate the ‘majority here, or to obtain popularity elsewhere, for 
the records of this body will show our ‘preference; and views as 
to the mode of resistance’ which should be adopted. We desire 
`- that-our common enemy should know ahd appreciate, that so far 
as relates to a determination to resist their aggression, there is. 
but one feeling’ in Alabama: and although we may and do differ 
as tö the means|by which we will protect our rights and ourin- . 
stitutions, yet: wish them ‘to see and feel that, although our liné of 
policy,is rejéeted -by a majority of a Convention of that, people, 
yet we will accept another means: and another policy. oo 
_I have no hesitancy in saying, sir, that I believe the entire, peo- 
ple of Alabama will sustain this Ordinance, when passed, and I 
humbly hope we may“go on in our course of greatness and pros- 
perity, and that this action may redound to the honor and ‘interest - 
of the entire people. © ` . 


Mr. Warris said : mo ' 


` „Mr. President—The Ordinance before-us, proposing the sever-. 
ance of this State from a Govertmient’so deeply rooted inthe af-_ 
fections of the people, is a matter of such grave ¢oncern, and in- 
volves so many great and "vital considerations, as to make it 
necessary that I, in common with others who’ have preceded me,. 
should say something touching the vote I am about to.give. f 
A native of.one of the Southern States, who,, for more than 
twenty years .of continued residence in this State, has’ enjoyed her 
beneficénce and protection, because wedded to her soil, identified , 
with her institutions, and, withal, jealous of her honor and watch- 
ful in guarding against any infractioti of the rights of her people, . 
I feel. it to be a duty, no less of affection than gratitude, on this. 
great occasion, to declare the most devoted fealty to her, and -to 
pledge all I haye and am in her behalf whatever may be her fate. 
The-constittieney 1-represent—with whose sentiments I fully, 


~ a 
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coincide—are deeply and strongly attached to the Union of the 
American States; and, although they acknowledge and feel that 
grievous evils exist, “which call for prompt. and efficient resistance, 
they believe that a more satisfactory, safe, and effective remedy 
can be had, by a codperative’ effort on, the "part of all the South- 
ern States, “than by the more desperate and hazardous ‘expedient 
of separate State secession, proposed in. the- Ordinance before this 
Convention. I shall vote against: the Ordinance, in obedience to 
the will of the people I represent, and will cheerfully await the 
verdict of the future as to the wisdom Which actuates it.. 


Mn. BEARD said: 


Mr. President—| came to sis Convention a warm actriand to the 
policy of consulting and codperating with all- the slaveholding 
States, or with as many of them as would agree to meet us for 
the purpose ; of consultation. I-have labored faithfully to carry 
out my-desires—as much so as any member here; and I still be- 
lieve that that would be: the’ best, safest and wisest course for 
Alabama to adopt in this trying emergency. But my opinions in 
this regard will not lead me to stubborness in my opposition to 


what this Convention,,in its wisdom, may’ decide to’ do. That I- 


am, and have been, ‘in favor of resistance to the rule. of Black 
Republicanism, has already been shown by my vote on the reso- 
lution which was adopted ‘by this Convention on the first day of 
our meeting. If this Convention ‘shall decide on immediate se- 
céssion, as the surest and wisest mode of resistance ; and if, it the 
wisdom of the counsel that prevails here, it shall be decided. that 
this is the remedy for the surest redress of our grievances, while 
l may not agree to endorse this with my vote, I am the last man 
in the State of. Alabama who would lift a voice of opposition to 
your decree. Iwill acquiesce in your action, and I will support, 

heartily, the State of Alabama, in all-the difficulties that may be- 
set her now or hereafter, so long as I am able to‘raise my voice in 
her councils or my arm in her ‘defense. And I can safely §ay as 
much for.the people of my county—who, though by a large.ma- 
jority, have been in favor of codperation ‘and consultation with 
the slaveholding States, yet they will- earnestly support the 
State of Alabama in all her troubles, even though the necessities 


of the times should call them fo také up arms, ‘and to muster in- 


the ranks of the army in military array. I, as well as they, will 
be prepared, under whatever emergencies may arise, to shoulder 
my musket and to do as.good service for our country as any man 
on this floor. We will þe found to be in the rear of none in our 
readiness to act when the 2 moment of danger comes. 
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I shall voteagainst’ the Ordinance: of Secession, but to that ex- 


tent alone will my opposition be é¢arriéd. 


hd 4 x . . & 
Mr. STEELE said: 


--That he would stand with the bravest and truest of Alabama’s 
sons’in support of the action of the Conyention, and in de: 
fence of the honor and independence of Alabama, ‘Though op-. 
posed ‘to the Ordinance, and in favor rather of the policy of con- 
sulting with the other slaveholding States, yet he would not carry 
his opinion so far as-to embarrass, in any manner, the will of the 
majority of the delegates in this Convention. . In the hour of dan- 
ger he would know-no country’.but. Alabama; and” he would be 
ready; he hoped, to. show- his allegiance, in some practical . way, 
whenever-the State should need his. services. - a aed 


Mr. Crumprer’said, in substance : 


[Speaking for himself and colleagues,] that he and'his colleagues, 
were elected.on the coöperation ticket, and had acted and voted. 
with the coöperation party on every measure’ before: the Convén- 
tion. ‘He now-felt it to be his duty, with the facts before him, to 
yote for the Ordinance of Secession and. the resolutions... His col- 
leagues, Col. Taylor and Maj: Leonard, would cheerfully vote with. 
him. We pledge ourselves to do all in our power to induce our 
constituents to sustain and fully sanction the action of the Conven- 
tion, believing now that Secession is the only proper and effectual 
mode of resistance. Our first plan being defeated, we feel bound - 
to vote for prompt aud immediate secession—that being thé only 
effectual plan now left us by which to preserve our rights, our - 
honor, our equality: and our -liberties. . Let all patriotic citizens.. 
now UNITE AND RALLY,-AS ONE PEOPLE, around the standard of 
free and independent’ Alabama, and all will be well. " eS 


' Mr. Orhzx, of Laurence, said ; 


: After haying manifested by my remarks of yesterday, a more de- 
cided opposition to the passage of the Ordinazice of Secession than. 
any other member of this Convention, the observations I'am about 
to.-make, I trust, may not be deemed wholly inopportune. . Sir, I 
have loved, ~honored and reveréd the Union of our fathers. I 
shave cherished it for the good it has accomplished—the liberty it 
has.secured, and. the public and private prosperity it has dispensed. ` 
The treasure expended in its defence, the privations patriotically 
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endured, and the many heroie lives -voluntarily sacrificed -to pur- 


chase the blessiiigs it affords, I have never forgotten, aon can nev-- 


er forget. 

Where now are Columbia’s dide ? What becomes of her le- 
gends and her traditions? -Where are her anniversaries—her 
` Bunker’ Hills, her Lexingtons, her Yorktowns ? Where, her na- 
tional airs—her hymns of freedom? Entombed in the storied 
urns and sepulchres of the Past. 


These: recollections will be treasured up ‘in the hearts of our 
countrymen as the sacred mementoes ‘of a dead. friend. They are 
Libérty’s bright gems, sprinkled upon the page of oblivion, which’ 


patriotism, in after years, will delight to gather and string around’ 


the neck of memory. I ‘have opposed the Secession muveniont 
from its incipiericy to its completion. Cod perative’ action I have 


thought was the better policy, and my opinion is, now, unchanged. 


I shall vote against the Ordinance. -But when the Ordinance shall 
becomé the Law of the State, the same reasons which have been 
urged with so much force against Secession, apply with equal co- 
gency in favor of acquiescence. . Resistance to.this Ordinance could 
only result in strife‘and dissension among our people. If any one 


believes that I would be guilty of inciting | y hostile divisions between 


different sections. of the State, and thus enkindle the flames of civ- 
il war throughout the ‘borders of Alabama, he has'very much mis- 
taken his man. ` . 


Mr. EnwaRDs aida 

Mr. President I have oppad the passage of the Ordinance of 
Secession in every honorable way ‘that I ‘possibly could, I am op- 
posed to separate State action, but to carry this opposition further, 
is wholly. unnecessary. now ‘in this Convention. I have opposed it, 


sir, because I believed such a course unwise on the part of Ala. 


bama. Again, I oppose its passage because in all cases where the 
fundamental principles of Government are to be changed, such 
changes should be submitted to the people for their approval or dis- 
approval. It is contended by the friends of the Ordinance, that 
the majority of the people have spoken out in regard to this mat- 
ter; but, sir, this is doubtful. Then, sir, as there are some doubts 
in regard to which way the majority stands.in this particular case, 
I do contend, that the action of the Convention ought to be sub- 
mitted to the: -people for. their adoption. or rejection at the. ballot- 
box. Mr. President, the people whom I have the honor to repre- 
sent upon this. floor, did nót presume to think that this Convention 
would pass an !Ordinance’ ot Secession without its, reference to 


AOA 
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them ; but, sir, they, together with many others in Northern Ala- 
bama, will be greatly disappointed-in that respect. My constitu- 
ents made it obligatory- upon me, to use my best exertions to have 
the action of the Convention referred to them. This I have done 
to the best of my ability. But I, together with the party with 
whom I have acted, have signally failed. Inasmuch, therefore, as 
the action of the Convention is final, I am not prepared at this 
time to say, whether the people of my county will acquiesce in it 
or not. I know, sir, they arc excited to a considerable extent, and 
when the news reaches my county that Alabama has seceded from 
the Union, I anticipate the excitement will run much higher. 

Sir, when I return home, I am in duty bound, to state to my 
fellow-citizens the action of this Convention, and in doing so, J 


will here state, that I will use.no effort on my part to excite them 
to rebellion. 


Mr. RALIS said : 


- Mr. President—t rise not forthe purpose of making a speech, 
but simply a remark or two. My position as.a delegate, isin some 
respects peculiar. I am not a cogperatiqn secéssionist. © |) 

The people who have sent me here have no demands to make of 
the North, One of the resolutions adopted at the meeting nomi- 
nating me, was that secession was the only remedy. n 

Straight-out, was the phrase used in the canvass, instead of sep- - 
arate State action; although it: was explained to the people that . 


. every State must act for itself, as one State could not for another. 


‘One word as to the term straight-out. At the time I was nominated, 
the Union was unbroken, and the subsequent-action of South Caro- 
lina furnished an example of straight-out .sécession; as understood. 
by my people; that is to say, secession without an assurance that 
any other State would assume the'same attitude ; and against. this 
I was pledged. ` aaa E 

Now, what are the circumstances by which we are surrounded ? . 
South Carolina is out; so also is Florida; so also is Mississippi ; 
and there can be no doubt that Georgia, my native State, will take 
the same proud position next week, and that Louisiana and Texas 
will follow in rapid succession.. Yéa, Mr. President, may I not go 
a step further and say, that there is good ground to hope that the 
border slaveholding States will wheel into line and unite their des- 
tiny with the extreme Southern or cotton States? -` i 

I find then around me the coöperation that my constituents de- 
sire—that is, coöperation in seceding. a on . 

a $ $ , 


we 
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That these seceding States, impelled by a common danger, and 
attracted by common interests and sympathies, will- unite again in 
the.establishment of .a republican form.of government, thus secur- 

ing the liberty and peace of the people, is in my mind, a question 
that admits of no doubt. This opinion has been long entertained, 
publicly expressed, and the developments of every day confirm 


me in it. l 
The way is clear. I shall vote for the Ordinance, 


Mr. SHEFFIELD said: | 


- Mr. President—I rise with great diffidence, on this occasion, 
knowing my inability to do justice tothe subject before the Con- 
vention. -I merely wish to state my position before the vote is 
taken on the Ordinance. I have known, for days, that the Ordin- 
ance would pass. I have used every exertion to prevent it, but 
without ‘a hope of success. I have written home to my constitu- 
ents, that such would be the case, and asking them whether, in 
that event, they desired me to sign it. As an individual, I will 
sustain the action of my State, honestly and zealously; and if war 
should come, I will not only counsel my people to submit to the 
decision of the Convention, but to maintain it with arms in the 
field. I have opposed secession as long as opposition was of any 
avail. Now that the Ordinance will pass, as a patriot, I feel bound 
to take the side of my native State in any contest which might 
grow out of it. I will vote against the Ordinance. 


Mr. Porter said: 


Mr. President—Sir, as every member of this body must neces 
sarily take position, either for or against.this measure, by the 
vote which will very soon be cast, I feel in duty bound to offer 
some reasons why my vote shall be cast against the passage of 
this Ordinance at the present time. l 

Sir, the decision which we make to-day upon this, in all human 
probability, the most momentous question that shall ever.be set- 
tled by the people of Alabama, may, for weal or woe, tell more 
potently upon all ages to come, than any which will ever claim 
our consideration or demand our action. ` B 

Now, sir, I desire to say to the members of this honorable 
body, that when I first entered this Hall I came with decided con- 
victions as to the true policy of our State, in the present emer- 
gency ; and I am now prepared to state that nothing which has 
occurred here, nor any developments which have been made else- 
where, have at all changed my previous opmion. 


a 
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I maintain now, as I have maintained before, that .separate 
State secession, if a remedy at all for our political grievances, is 
_ not the only remedy—-nay, is not the best remedy. And labor- 
ing as I do ‘under this conviction, I cannot advocate the adoption 
of this measure, until I become convinced of my error. 

Sir, there are a few plain, simple propositions which should 
claim the serious consideration of evéry member of this Conven- 
tion. ` : ; 

First—Our grievances should be redressed. This is what we 
all desire, and only differ in regard to the: proper method to be 
adopted. For one, I have not been able to see-that secession is 
the best mode, and therefore I cannot adopt it. §- ` 

Second-—AllJ our rights should be secured and maintained. It- 
cannot be. denied: that our rights and interests have been disre- 
garded and set.at nought by many of our sister States. But can 
-we come up to the full measure of duty, and secure all to which 
we are entitled by tlie act-of secession? I think not; and there- 
fore I cannot adopt it as our true policy. E 

Third—Ilt is very desirable to have security at home.. Will se- 
cession give us this? Jt may, or it may not And it really ap- 
_ pears to me, sir, that in this respect we are about to, make avery | 
doubtful experiment, which: may lead to a most disastrous result. 
And as there does not appear, to me, to be any positive necessity 
for taking this course now, in justice to myself, and to those whom 
I represent; I feel called upon to oppose it. _ 

Fourth—Our honor should be vindicated. Now, sir, if seces- 
sion can be shown to be the best. meats of its vindication, then 
will be presented at least one powerful argument in favor of this 
measure. But I must confess, sir, that to my mind, the truth of 
this proposition has not yet been shown. -There is among men a 
morbid sense of honor which often leads. them. to extremes, and 
involves them in disgrace while they vainly seek to maintain their 
false views of true honor.. Against these false’views and fatal 
extremes, it is the part of wisdom for us to be carefully guarded. 
Entertaining these views of propriety aiid prudence, I cannot do 
otherwise, under present circumstances, than. withhold my sup- 
port from a measure whose wisdom and policy are so doubtful. 

. Fifth—W e ought to do‘ourselves justice. Now, it is apparent 
to me, sir, that the act of secession will cost us such a sacrifice of 
interest in the public property of the United States, as will do the 
people of Alabama great injustice. If, sir, this were the only line 
_ of policy possible to be pursued, then we should adopt it at 

once, let it cost what it might ;-but until we are fully satisfied that 
no better line of. policy can be pursued, we should hesitate to 
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adopt a measure so hazardous i in itself, and In VOLVING sO great a 
sacrifice. - 


Sizth—We wish “to perpetuate Southern institutions. This, 
sir, is an imperative duty which we owe to Ourselves and to pos- 
terity. And the great question for us to solve, is this: Will se- 
cession secure the. perpetuity of these institutions ? . Sir, I am so 
well satisfied that there is a better way, a more certain method of 
securing this object, so desirable, nay, so necessary, that I cannot 
give,my consent to the adoption of this extreme measure. 


Seventh—_We want harmony among ourselves. This, sir, is of. 
so much importance to our success, that, so far as. possible, it 
ought to be secured. ` In view ot the conflicting opinions now so 
prevalent, I am unable to sée how it is possible to do justice to 
public sentiment if we now pass this Ordinance, and refuse to re- 
fer the action of this Convention to the ‘people of the State for 
their ratification or rejection. And this, sir, will evidently be the 
result, if this measure shall be sustained by a majority of this 
body. -For these, and other reasons not mentioned, I am con- 
strained, sir, to act upon the «principle that’ what my judgment 
condemns my hand shall not indorse. I therefore vote in the ne- 
gative. 


“Mr. Burer said : 

Mr. President—Being as | am ames: the oldest, as well as the 
humblest of the members of this Convention, it is perhaps proper 
that I should be one of the last to speak on this, the most im- 
portant question that has’ever been debated ih the State of Ala 
bama. Sir, believing as I do, that-separate State secession is un- 
wise and impolitic, and not a “remedy for any ‘wrong of which we 
complain in the Union, I deem it unnecessary for me at this time 
to attempt an array of reasons that bring ‘me to this conclusion. 
This I did before the people that-sent me s here. When we had an 
exciting eontest, I told my friends that secession was a vital issue, 
that they should consider coolly; that if it was décided against 
them, it would becomé their duty to acquiesce; that we were 
all on board of a common bark—if it foundered and went down, 
we ‘must all-go down together; that we could not, if we would, 
separate our destiny fi from those with whom we differed. And 
mow, sir, finding as I do, that secession, immediate and separate, 
without reference to the people for their ratification or ‘rejection, 
ïs a foregone conclusion, and having voted against every proposi- 
tion leading to that conclusion, except -one,-on which I was pre- 
vented voting by severe indisposition, J will now content myself 
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with recording my, vote against the final, act of-seeession. Hav- 
done so, I will: have discharged my whole duty to those whom-F 
represent on this floor. The act of secession having been con- 
summated by the majority. of this Couvention, whether right- 
fully or wrongfully, it becomes the action of Alabama ; I feel it to 
be my duty -to.céase all opposition to that act, and. codperate 

‘with the majority, to the best of my ability, in reeonstructing a 
Government adapted to the new state of affairs by which we are 
surrounded. That done, my first and paramount allegiance. is 
due to the State of Alabama ; and’ if an attempt be made to co- 
erce or invade her, although I anz advanced beyond the ordinary 
age of. a soldier, I will seek some humble position. fn an army of 
defense, where I can render some service in support of the rights, 
the interests and the honor of my sountry. 


Mr. Winston said, in substance s 


That he would. say a few words, now that the important measure 
for which the Convention was. called, was ahout to be disposed of; 
that he was opposed to the hasty step about te be taken, and 

‘should record his vote:agdinst i 7 that the: die was cast-—it was 
the determination of the majority of the. Convention to pass the 
Ordinance of Immediate Secession. ; That being the will of this 
Conventioh, the sovereignty of Alabama, sink or swim, live or 
die, survive or perish, the .same destiny awaited-all. He repre- 
sented a constituency opposed to this hasty dissolution of ha ba 
Government the world e¥er knew ; they were a brave and patri- 
otic people, and notwithstanding their veneration for the Union of 
their Fathers, they, he had no doubt, would acquiesce in,and sus- 
tain their State’in this its final determination ; and will rally to 
the standard of Alabama whenever their services shall be needed 
to repel Black Republican force, should the same ever be em- 
ployed to subjugate them. He had contended, and so deelared 
by his vote, that this Ordinance about to be passed, should be re- 
ferred to the people for their approval or rejection, and that air 
effort should be made,. in.the Union; to.adjust our existing ‘diffi- 
culties with the North, by calling a Convention. of all the slave- 
holding States, and proposing as an ultimatum certain eoncessions- 
to be made by the Northern people, which,ʻif not granted, then to 
separate. But these had. been voted down by thé majority of the 
Convention, and now the Ordinance of Immediate Secession was 
about to be passed by that same majority, severing the link which 
binds Alabama to tlie Federal Union, and no. alternative is now 
left the minority but to acquiesce in that determined act of. the 
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majority, This dig Alabama stands forth as an independent 


sovereignty—in anticipation of which event, hé had written to his 
son, then a cadet at the military academy at West Point, to re- 
sign his position there and return home, that he might unite his 
destiny with that of his native State—that for nearly two years 
in that excellent school, the knowledge he had acquired of mili- 
tary tacties might be of some service in the approaching stormy 
times. He assured gentlemen that whatever glory might attach 
to this act of precipitation, would belong to the leaders of that 
movement—to all of which they were most clearly entitled. 


In conclusion, he was then ready to record his vote against it. 
Mr. Davis of Madison, said: 


Mr. President—l, too, have a word to say upon this occasion. I 
cannotremain unmoved amid such solemn occurrences. I shallspeak 
briefly and {hope frankly. It cannot be denied that circumstances 
have greatly changed since this Convention met on last Monday. We 
have seen State after State, in the exercise of its sovereign pow- 
* ers, withdrawing from the Union in the few past days. Florida 
has seceded; Mississippi has seceded—each by overwhelmin 
majorities. It is now no longer‘a serious apprehension that Ala- 
bama will stand alone in this movement of secession. It is con- 
fidently asserted that Georgia and Louisiana and Texas will follow. 
Under this aspect of the case, it is not remarkable that a great 
change has also come over the Convention—a change clearly indi-. 
cated by the speeches that have been this day delivered in this hall. 


I shall vote against the Ordinance. But if Alabama shall need 
the strong arm of her valorous sons to sustain her in any emer- 
gency which, on account of this Ordinance of Secession, may arise 
within her borders, by which her honor or the rights of -her citi- 
zens are likely to be endangered, I say for myself arid for, my 
constituents—and I dare say for all North Alabama—that I and 
they will be cheerfully ready to take our part in the conflict. We 
may not indorse the wisdom of your resolves, but we will stand 
by the State of Alabama under all circumstances. 


Mr. YANCEY said: . 

Mr. President—If no other gentleman desires ‘to address the 
Convention, I will exercise the usual parliamentary privilege ac- 
corded to the Chairman of the Committee reporting a measure— 
that of closing the debate by assigning a few reasons why the 
measure before you should be adopted. In common with all oth- 
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ers here, I feel that this is a solemn hour, and I congratulate the 
Convention that the spirit that prevails is both fraternal and .pa- 
triotic—that whatever of irritation or suspicion had prevailed in 
the earlier hours of our session, has been, in a great degree, dissi- 
pated, and has given way to a juster appreciation of ,the motives 
and the conduct of each other. In the Committee, the majority 
‘yielded to the minority all the time that they desired for deliber- 


ation; and since the report has been made, the majority in the . 


Convention has also yiélded to the wishes of the minority in this 
respect, and every delegate, who desired to do so; has addressed 
the Convention in explanation of his vote, and has taken. as much 
time as, in his judgment, was necessary to his purpose. If, in 
the earlier stages of our ,proceedings, it has been thought, as it 
has been said by some gentlemen, that an undue celerity of move- 
ment was pressed by the majority, I beg those gentlemen to be- 
lieve that this conduct on our. part was dictated solely by our con- 
victions of duty, and not from any—the least desire to precipitate 
others,into a vote, before they were prepared -to give it uder- 
standingly. Time was’ deemed, by the friends of independent 
State action, to be either success or defeat in the inauguration, of 
this great movement—success, if there was a prompt and unéquiv- 
ocal withdrawal from this Union—or defeat, if time was used to 
delay and to dishearten. You who.were opposed to such action, 
from: a sense of duty, would: nedessarily be for, all such ‘delays 4s 
would aid'in accomplishing its defeat; we who were for it, froma 
like sense of duty, were necessarily in favor of a prompt decision 
of the question. Each has acted, doubtless, upon well-founded 
ideas of duty. .All that was necessary. toa bétter understanding of 
each other, was a belief in that fact, a belief in the good faith of 
each other; and I rejoice that to-day has furnished ample evidence 


that we now mutually entertain that belief; and, on the part of 


the majority, I return sincere thanks to the venerable delegate 
from Lauderdale, [Mr. Posry,] who, though compelled to vote 
against this Ordinance, yet has characterized the conduct of the 
majority, in this matter, as giving evidence of “wisdom, discretion, 
and a spirt of conciliation.” 

As to the measure itself, [the Ordinance and Resolutions, ] what- 
ever of merit it possesses, is the result of consultation between the 
majority and minority of the Committee. Iam sure that the 
members of that Committee will indulge me in alluding to what 
passed in its sessions. The majority decidedly preferred to adopt 
a simple Ordinance of Secession. But determined, for the sake 
of harmony, to do all in their power to disarm prejudice, and to, 
_ bring about `a fraternal feeling, they-did not hesitate to yield their 
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own cherished desire in this particular, when my friend from 
Madison [Mr. Clemens] proposed to amend our. proposed , Ordi- 
nance by adding thereto the preamble and resolutions, which form 
a part of his report. It is well known that some ofthe people 
have been led to believe that the friends of secession desired to 
erect Alabama either into a monarchy, or into an independent 
State, repudiating an alliance with other States. As for myself, I 
can truly declare that I have never met with any friénd of seces- 
sion, entertaining such views. The proposition submitted by my 
friend from Madison, [Mr. Clemens, ] being in perfect accordance 
with the wishes and desires of the majority, and amply refuting 
these misconceptions, the one-which we would have preferred to 
have voted upon separately, was at once agreed to, and the result 
is, the measure now before us for consideration. 


On the first day of our session a resolution was unanimously 
adopted, declaring that the people of this State would resist the 
administration of Lincoln for the causes and upon the principles 
there enunciated. On the, question of resistance, then, there is 
no difference-in this Body—all are for resistance. But there is a 
difference between members as to the mode, the manner of resist- 
ance, Some believe that when the rights of our people are denied 
or assailed by the, parties to the Federal compact, or by the Fede- 
val Government, that secession from this compact is the: rightful 
remedy. Others believe that secession is wrong, and that the 
remedy is revolution. A careful reading of the Ordinance on 
your table will show, that the resistance therein provided may be 
called revolution, disunion, or secession, as each member may de- 
sire. The caption styles it “an Ordinance to dissolve the Union,” 
&c. In the body of the Ordinance, the people of the State are 
‘‘withdrawn from the compact,” &c. It is true, that the mode of 
resistance is organic; itis an organie coöperation, not of States, 
but of the people of this State in resistance to wrong..- In this 
respect it harmonizes differences. Another difference, both in the 
popular mind and in that of delegates, is, that resistance should 
be by eodperation of States, and not by-independent State action. 
That difference has been harmonized by the conjunction of the 
Ordinance and Resolutions, as reported by the:‘Committee. Coöp- 
eration and separate State action, as far as they can be effected, 
under our obligation to the Federal compact and in harmony with 
the principles of State sovereignty, have been joined in this meas- 
ure. It is true, there are a class of codperationists, whose views 
are not met by this measure—those who have advocated codpera- 
tion to secure submission—to defeat resistance, But. there are 
none of that character here. While the friends of independent 
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State aetion in this Ordinance do Dan a declaration as to the 
rights of the people of Alabama; and as to our determination to 
sustdin them, the friends of coöperation, “for thé purpose of effec- 
tual resistance, also obtain a declaration of ður desire and purpose 
to unite with all of the slaveholding. States who entertain a like 
purpose, in confederated or codperative resistance, and in a confed- 
erated government upon the principles of the Federal Constitu- 
tion. 


As far as it was possible, then, to do so, without yielding prin- 
eiples, the friends of resistanée have used- every reasonable effort 
to meet on a common ground. And I rejoice in ‘the belief that 
the effort has been successful, and that theré -will be a far greater 
unanimity manifested when the vote shall be taken on this meas- 
ure, than was even hoped for, when we first met.in this Hall — 
From the remarks of gentlemen to-day, many-will be. compelled to 
vote against this measure by reason of instructions of their peo- 
ple, who otherwise would vote for it. E sincerely respect these 
motives, and think ‘that oer occupying Bagh postions aeb cor- 
rectly in their premises. . 

Mr. President, we are ran in ce the beats of our ` 
Revolutionaay fathers sustaining the plan of aetion here proposed 
—separate State action and then ¢odperation in confederating to- 
gether. South Garolina, after several months deliberation, with a 
view to resisting British aggression, formed a State government 
early in the year 1776. Virginia did so in June, 1776, declaring 
her separate and independent ‘secession from the Government. of 
Great. Britain. Afterwards, on the 4th of July, 1776, the Con- 
gress of the United States agreed upon and ‘adopted a joint Dee- 
laration of Independence. It was after the colonies had aeted 
separately and independently; that both the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence and the Articles of Confederation ‘and the Constitution 
of the United States were severally adopted. 

The friends of independent State action have also cause to con- 
gratulate themselves, that as far as the people of the Southern 
. States have spoken, they haye unanimously expressed. themselves 
in favor of independent State action. 

South Carolina, Mississippi,-and Florida, have each “already 
acted independently. In this Convention a majority are known 
to be in favor of that kind of action. We have already received 
information that a majority of ‘delegates in favor of such action 
has been elected, both in Georgia and Louisiana. I commend 
this significant fact to all who. feel disposed to condemn an inde- 
Pendent State movement. 

‘Some have been disposed to think that this is a movement of 
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politicians, and not of the people. This is a great error. Who, 
on a calm review of the past, and reflection upon what is daily oc- 
curring, can reasonably suppose that the people of South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana who have 
already elected conventions favorable to dissolution, and the people 
of Arkansas, Tennessee, North Carolina and Virginia were con- 
templating an assembling in their several conventions, have been 
mere puppets in the hands of politicians? Who can for a moment 
thus deliberately determine that all these péople, in these various 
States, who are so attached to their government, have so little in- 
telligence that they can be thus blindly driven into revolution, 
without cause, by designing and evil minded men, against the re- 
monstrances of conservativemen? No,sir! This is a great popular 
movement, based upon a wide-spread, deep-seated conviction that 
- the forms of government have fallen into the hands of a sectional 
majority, determined tó use them for the destruction of the rights 
of the people of the South. This mighty flood-tide has been flow- 
ing fromsthe popular heart for years.’ You, gentlemen of the mi- 
nority, have not been able to repress it. We of the majority have 
not been able to add a particle to its momentum. We are each 
and all driven forward upon this irresistible tide. The rod that 
has smitten the rock from which this flood flows, has not been in 
Southern hands. The rod has been Northern and sectional ag- 
gression and wrong, and that flood-tide has grown stronger and 
stronger as days and years have passed away, in proportion as the 
people have lost all hope of a constitutional and satisfactory solu- 
tion of these vexed questions. In this connection, I would say a 
few words upon the proposition to submit the Ordinance of Disso- 
lution to a popular vote. This proposition is based upon the idea 
that there is a difference between the people and the delegate. It 
seems to me that this is‘an error. There is a difference between 
the representatives of the people in the law-making body and the 
people themselves, because there are powers. reserved- to the peo- 
ple by the Convention of Alabama, and which the General As- 
sembly cannot exercise. But in this body is all power—no pow- 
ers are reserved from it. The people are here in the persons of 
their deputies. Life, Liberty and Property are in our hands. 
Look to the Ordinance adopting the Constitution of Alabama. It 
states ‘‘we the people of Alabama,” &c., &c. All our acts are su- 
preme, without ratification, because they are the acts of the peo- 
ple acting in their sovereign capacity. As a policy, submission of 
this Ordinance to a popular vote is wrong. © 

In the first place, wé have gone too far to recede with dignity - 
and self-respect. Such a submission involves.delay dangerous to 
our safety. It could not well be effected before the 4th of March. 
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- The policy is at war with ‘our.system of government. Ours is 
not a pure Democracy—that is a government by the people— 
though it is a government of the people. Ours is a representative 
government, and whatever is done by the representative in accor- 
dance with the Constitution is law; and‘ whatever is done by the 
deputy in organizing government is the people’s will. 

The policy, too, is one of recent suggestion; if I am riot mista- 
ken, it was never proposed and acted upon previous to 1887. 
Certainly the Fathers did not approve it.: The Constitutions of the 
original Thirteen States were adopted by Conventions, and were 
never referred to the people. C + 


The Constitution’ of the United States was adopted by the 
several State Conventions, and in no instance was it submitted 
to, the people for ratification. - Coming down to a later day, and | 
coming home to the action of our State sires, we find another ex- 
ample against such submission, ~The Constitution of the State of 
Alabama ‘was never submitted‘ for popular ratification. `. $ 

One other and most important consideration is, that looking to 
the condition of the popular mind of the minority of the people 
on this question, such a course will buf tend to keep up strife 
and contention among ourselves. Such a submission, it is clear 
to my mind, will but result in a , triumph of the friends ‘of seces- 
sion—and an additional amount of irritation and prejudice be 
thus engaged in the minds of the defeated party. Some gentle- 
men seem to think that in dissolving the Union, we hazard the 
“rich inheritance” bequeathed to us. For one I make a distinc- 
tion between our liberties and the powers which have been dele- 
gated to secure them. Those ‘liberties have never been aliena- 
ted—are inalienable. The State Governments were formed’ to 
secure and protect them. The Federal Government was made 
the common agent of the States, for the purpose of securing them 
in our intercourse with each other, and the foreign powers. The 
course we are about to adopt makes no war on our liberties— 
nor indeed upon our institutions—nor upon the’ Federal Constitu- 
tion. Itis but a dismissal of the agent that first abuses our in- 
stitutions with a view to destroy our rights, and then turns the, 
very powers we delegated to him for our protection against us 
for our injury. These powers were originally possessed by the 
people of the sovereign States, and when the common agent abuses 
them, it seems to me but the dictate of common sense, as well as 
an act of selftpreservation, that the States should withdraw and 
resume them. yo ss 

The Ordinance withdraws those once delegated by Alabama— 
and the resolutions accompanying it, propose to meet our sister 
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States in Convention, and to confederate with-them onthe ‘basis 
: of the very Constitution, which was. the bond of compact: and 
‘union between Alabama, and the other States of the Union.. We 
propose to do as the Israelites did of old, under Divine direction 
~—to withdraw our people from under the power that oppresses 
them, and, in doing so, like them, to take with us the Ark of the 
Covenant of our liberties. 7 

There is but one more point upon which F desire.to say a few 
words. My venerable friend’ from Lauderdale, asked us to for- 
bear pressing the minority to sign the Ordinance.. In my opin- 
‘jon it is not a necessity that it be signed by menibers: Its sig- 
nature does not necessarily express approval of the act. Sign- 
ing if is but an act of attestation, in one sense, as when the Pres 
ident of the Senate signs an act of the General Assembly, which 
he has voted against. Iam. willing to vote for all reasonable de- 
lay, to enable members fo:consult théir constituents.: But I be-. . 
seech gentlemen to bear in mind that when the Ordinancé shall 
be signed, the absence of the signatures of any members will be 
a notiee to our enemies that we are divided as a'people—and that 
there are those in our midst whe will not support the State in its 
hour of peril. The signature of the Ordinance, while waiving no 
vote given against it—while giving up no opinion, is an evidence 
of the’ highest character.that the signer.will support his country. 

It will give dignity, strength, unity to the State in-which we 
live, and by which each of its citizens should-be prepared to die, 
if its exigencies demand it. I now ask that the vote may be taken. 


Mr. Cremens said : 


Mr. President—In many of the sentiments: just expressed by the 
gentleman from Montgomery, . Yancey,| I concur; in many 
.of them I de not concur; and I think it-would have~been much 
better if many of them had not been expressed. * S 

I have-a word or two, sir, which I wish to say, before the 
final vote is ‘taken upon the Ordinance, giving my reasons for my 
ee I would prefer to state those reasons when my name is 
called. | ne ye 


When Mr. Cress’ name was called, he said: 


Mr. President—Each’ member. of this Convention, however 
unpretending may have. been the obscurity of his past life, this 
day writés a name.in history which will endure long after we our- 
selves shall have passed from the stage of action. In honor or 
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reproach; in glory or in shame, there it is stamped, and stamped 
forever. Under such circumstances, I féel that a word of. expla- 
nation as to my course, will not be out of , place. 


I shall vote for this ‘Qrdinance; but frankness, and fairness re- 
quires me to say that T would not vote for it, ¿fits passage de- 


pended: upon that vote. If it. was left to me-to decide whether. 


this plan of résistance, or another, should be adopted, I have 


already indicated a strong preference for that other which you - 


have ‘voted down. ,- - ; 


As matters now ‘stand, my vote will not affect the’ decision ‘of ` 
the question here i
| 4. Be it further enacted, That if fuch'prifoner take fuch oath, 
and tbe'court be convinced of the truth thereof, the fchediule 
fo fubfcribed being filed with the clerk of the court for the bet- 
ter information of the creditors of fach prifoner or prifoners, 
then, and in that cafe, it íhall and may be lawful for the court 
beforé whom fuch-oath was taken, by warrant, to command 
the fheriff, gaoler or keeper of any prifon: forthwith to fet-at 
liberty fach prifoner ; which warrant fhall be a fufficient dit* 
charge to fuch fheriff, gaoler or keeper, and fhall ‘indemnify 
him or them againftany efcape or efcapss,-oractomor actions; 
whatfoever, which fhall or may-be brought, commenced or 
profecuted, agdinit him or them. by reafón thereof; and if any 
fuch aétion fhall be commenced againtt any fher Por- other of: 
ficer, for performing his daty in purfuancè ‘of this: act,’ fuch 
fheriff or other officer may Plead the general ifue, and? give 
this act in evidence. : 


5. And be it further enacted by the Vau aforesaid, That. 


all‘the lands, tenements and hereditaments; whicii fhall be cons 
tained in fuch fchedule, fogency as this. I believe your Ordinance to be 
wrong—if I could defeat it, I would; but I know- I ¢annot.. It 
will pass, und, when ` passed it becomes the act of the’ State of 
Alabama. As such, I will maintain and defend it against all and 
every enemy, as long as I have a hand to raise in its, ‘defence. As 
an earnest that I mean what I say, I am. about to place myself i in 
a position from which there car be no retreat, 

l have’ other reasons; Mr. President, which I do not mention 
here, because to'do ‘so ‘would in some measure counteract them. 
They are known to my friends, and there I shall leave them, until 
time and the course ‘of. events shall render their publication 
proper. For the present, it is enough to say that E am a son of 
Alabama; her destiny.is mine's’ her people are’ mine; her ene- 
mies are mine. Tsee, plainly enough, that clouds and storms are 
gathering above us; but when the thunder rolls and ‘lightning 
flashes, Itrust that I ‘shall neither shrink ‘nor cower—neither mur- 
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mur.nor- complain. ‘Acting upon the convictions of a life-time, 
calmly and deliberately I walk with you into revolution. Be its 
perils—be its privations—be its sufferings what they may, I share 
them with yon, although as a member of this Convention I op- 
posed your Ordinance. Side by side with yours, Mr. President, 
my name shall stand upon the original roll, and side by side with 
you I brave the-consequences. I yote in the affirmative. 


- Mr. Yancry, by leave of the Convention, ‘corrected a clerical 
_ error in the resolution of the. Ordinance, by changing “ third” 
' to “fourth” day of February. 


The question being upon the adoption of the Preamble, Ordi- 
‘nance of Secession and Resolutions: as amended, the voté was, 
' taken by, ayes, and noes, and: they wére adopted;—ayes 61, noes 
39. 2 4 fee Ba * 7 l 
$ Thos¢ who voted in the ‘affirmative are: Messrs.: Brooks, . 
| - Baily, Baker, of Barbour, Baker, of Russell, Barnes, Barclay, 
| ‘Beck, Blue, Bolling, Bragg, Catterling, Clarke, of Marengo, Coch- 
ran, Coleman, Clemens, Crawford, Creéeh, Crook, Crumpler, 
Curtis, Daniel, Dargan, Davis, of Covington, Davis, of Pickens, 
Dowdell, Foster, Gibbons, Gilchrist, Hawkins, Henderson, of 
- Macon, Henderson, ~of Pike, . Herndon, Howard, Humphries, 
‘ Johnson, Jewett, Ketchum, Leonard, Love, McClanahan, McPher- 
son, McKinne, Morgan, Owens, Phillips, Ralls, Rives, Ryan, 
Shortridge, Silver, Slaughter, Smith, of Henry, Starke, Stone, 
Taylor, Watts, Webb, Whatley, Williamson, Yancey, Yelver- 
ton—61. ` ' 


Those ‘who voted in the negative are: Messrs. Allen, Beard, ~ 
‘Brasher, Bulger, Coffey, Coman, Clarke, of Lawrence, Davis, of ` 
Madison, Earnest, Edwards, Ford, Forrester, Franklin, Gay, 
Greene, Guttery, Hood, Inzer, Jemison, Jones, of Lauderdale, 
Jons, of Fayette, Kimball, Lewis, McClellan, Posey, Potter, 
Russell, Sanford, Sheets, Sheffield, Smith, of Tuscaloosa, Sted- 
ham, Steele, Timberlake, Watkins, Whitlock, Wilson, Winston, 

Wood—39, e 


Those in éalics, who voted for the passage of the Ordinante of 
Secession, were.elected as codperationists.: ` 


Mr... President Brooxs announced the result of the vote, and 
that. the Ordinance of Secession was adopted, and that Alabama 
was a free, sovereign and independent State. 
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Mr. Yziverron introduced the following resolution : 


| Resolved, That the secrecy be removed from the proceedings 
of this day, and that the President of.the Convention. be request- 
ed to telegraph the information of the passage of thé ORDINANCE 
or Secession -to our members of Congréss, and’ to the Govern- 
ors of the slaveholding States. 


Mr.-Yztyerton’s Resolution was adopted, sid by motion of 
‘Mr. Yancey, the doors were thrown open. 


It would be difficult to describe with accuracy the scenes that 
presented themselves in and around the Capitol during this day. 
A vast, crowd had assembled ‘in, the rotindo, eager to hear the 
announcement of the, passage “of the Ordinance.” In the Senate - 
Chamber, ' within the hearing of the Convention,’ the citizens and 
visitors, had „called 4 meeting’; and the company was there ad- 
dressed by several ‘distinguished orators, on ‘the | great . topic 
which was then engtossing the attention of the Convention. The 
wild shouts and the rounds of rapturous applause that greeted 
the speakers in this impromptu assembly, often broke in upon 
the, ear of the Convention, and startled the grave solemnity 
that presided over its deliberations. ` 

` Guns had been made ready to herald the news, and flags had 
been prepared, in various parts of the city, to be hoisted. upon a 
_ signal. 

“When the doors ` were eee open, the lobby aul galleries 
were filled to suffocation in a moment.’ ‘The ladies were there in 
crowds, with visible eagerness to participate in the exciting 
scenes,” With them, the love songs of yesterday had swelled into 
the political hosannas of to-day. 


` PRESENTATION OF THE FLAG. 


Simultaneously: with the entrance of the multitude, a magnifi- 
cent Flag was unfurled in the centre of the Hall, so large as to 
reach nearly across the amplé chamber T Gentlemen mounted 
upon tables and desks, held up the floating end, the better thus 
to be able to display its figures. The cheering .was now deafen- 
ing for some moments. It seemed really that there would be no 
end to the raptures that had taken possession of. the company. 
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Mr. Yancey addressed the Convention, in. behalf of the ladies 
of Montgomery, who had deputed him to present, to the Conven- 
tion this Flag—the work of the ladies of Alabama. - In the 
course of his speech he described: the mottoes and devices of the 
dag, and paid a handsome tribute to the ardor, of female patri- 
otism. 


The writer has to regret that he has been unable to obtain a 
copy of Mr. Yancey’s specch; and that he. has no notes from 
which he can make a satisfactor y repor of it. 


Mr. Daraan offered the following’ resolutions: 


Resolved, That the flag presehted by the ladies of N 
be received, and that the President of the Convention be request- 
ed to return to them the thanks of the Convention. ` 


`" Resolyed, That the flag shall hereaftér be raised upon the Cap. 
itol; as. indicative. ‘whenever the Convention shall he in oper 
session. : 


_ Mz. SMITH, of fe said: 


Mr. President—I was not prepared for this surprise. 1 knew 
nothing of this intended presentation. The suddenness with 

which this gorgeous scene has been displayed before us, over- 
whelms me with emotions that impel me to give utterance te 
the sentiments that inspire me. 

In looking upon this flag, a thousand memories throng my 
mind. The battle fields of my couritry are spread out before 
me—and amid the smoke and clanior of contending armies, I 
see floating above.a gallant and triumphant soldiery, The Star- 
Spangled Banner:—a flag sacred to memory, embalmed in 
‘ Southern song——baptised in the best blood of the greatest nations 
of the earth, and consecrated in history and in poetry as the 
herald of Liberty’ s grandest victories on the land and on the sea. 

Under the Star-Spangled Banner still - float a thousand ships, 
whose appearance is cheered in every port. Under the Star- 
Spangled Banner, battles have been won, whose victories, as they 
adorn the annals of an age, proclaim to posterity the untameable 
valor of an infant people. Under the Star-Spangled Banner, as the 
lurid eyes of the British Lion have grown dim, British swords have 
been surréndered :—and, in later “days, in- the ancient home of 
kings, on the dismantled towers of dismembered nations, the - 
Star-Spangled Banner in triumph has. been displayed. 


e 
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In parting, shall we riot salute it? 

Have-we no gratitude for-the past?’ No recollection’ of. the 
glories that have been achieved under the glittering folds of the 
Stars pangled Banner? No thanks for thefame that it has brought 
to the country 4‘ In the. memory of the gallant. soldiers that lie 
on the field of déath, enshrouded in its folds; in the name òf- 
Perry and Decatur, of Lawrence and J ackson, and a long line 
of illustrious heroes— Let ‘him-who ‘has tears to shed, prepare 
to shed them now”—now, as we lower’ ‘this Popon ensign of 
our once vaunted ‘victories. 


We accept this Flag. “Tt is ee by the ladies of Alaba- 
ma: | see upon it, a beautiful female face. ` ” a 
a: th Oh! womän! inoóurhours of èase, © >: 10 at 

. . ; -, ‘Uncertain; voy, and hård to please,, re ee 

"And variable as the shade ; i : 
By the fight quivering aspen’ mdde; ` 
When pain and sorrow wring the brow, - 
A A ministering afigel thou.” | $ 

Presented by'the daugliters’ ‘of Alabama | Thè haor of. the 
world. teaches, that in times of” trouble-and danger to Ker coun- 
try, woman is always in the van. - Her heroism: is réserved for 
revolutions. She has been known to tear the jewels from her 
ears, the diamonds from her neck, and the rings from her fingers, l 
and sell them to buy ‘bread for ‘the Starving soldier. Nay, in 
order to aid a striggling army, we.see her cutting away :the 
glorious ‘locks that adorn her beauty, and consent. even for them 
to become the “dowry of a second head.” What wonder, «then, 
that now,.in these stirring times, when “ grim ‘visaged ‘war’ 
wiinkles the brow of ‘Peace —what wonder. that the daughters of 
Alabama should thus endeavor to impart to our veins the burn- 
ing currents of their own enthusiasm! What wonder that they 
should strive, by these graceful devices of female ingenuity, to 
lift us up to the height of their own hallowed inspiration ! 


We accept this flag; and, though ‘it glows with buta single 
star, may that star increase in magnitude and brilliancy, until it 
out-rivals the historic glories a the StanSpanglel Banner ! 


o M Dargan’ S resolutions were adopted, and the President de- 
puted Mr, Baker, of Barbour, to return the thanks of the Con- 
vention to the ladies. ` 


E 


Mr. Baker ascended the Presiderit’s id and i in a very beau- . 
tiful.and appropriate. speech returiied to the ladies the thanks of » 
the Convention for their patriotic present. This spéech was emi- 

9 
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nently worthy -of preservation. The. writer .of these pages 
has made several earnest but unsuccessful efforts to obtain a 
copy of it for publication. 


Amid the wild enthusiasm that had ‘taken as well possession of 
the hall as of the streets and the city, the Convention adjourned. 


eee si 


`” The roar of cannon was heard at intervals during the remain- 
der of this eventfal day. The new flag* of Alabama displayed 
its virgin features from the windows and towers of the surronnd- 
ing houses; and the finest orators of the State, in harangues of 
| congratulation, commanded until a late,hour in the night the at- 

tetition of shouting multitudes. , _ Every species of‘enthusiasm pre- 
vailed. , Political parties, which had so lately. been standing in 
sullen antagonism, seenied for the ‘time to have forgotten their 
differences of opinion; and one universal glow of fervent patriot- 
ism kindled the enraptured community. 


*The writer will be pardoned for appropriating a corner on this page to 
the preservation of the Sonnet below. He knows of no better location for it. 
And pethaps only the fervor of such enthusiasm as prevailed at this time, 
vould tolerate‘the extravagant hyperbole. ; 


THE LOST PLEIAD FOUND. 


oa camemael 


Long years ago, at night, a female star 
Fled from amid the Spheres, and through the apace e 
Of Ether, onward, in a flaming car, 
Held, furious, headlong, her impetuous race : 
She burnt her way through- skies; the azure haze 
Of Heaven assumed new colors in her blaze; 
Sparklets, emitted from her golden hair, _ 
-, Diffused rich tones through the resounding air ; 
The neighboring stars stood mute, and. wondered waen 
The erring Sister would return again: 
Through Ages still they wondered in dismay ;. 
But now, behold, careermg on her way, 
` The long-lost puz1ap! lo! shé takes her place 
On Avasama’s FLAG, and lifts her RADIANT FACE ! 


ba 
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` SÍXTH DAY—JANUARY TWĘLFTH-OPEN SESSION. : 


Mr. ‘Cochran, fom the Committee to wait on the Commiestoners 
from Georgia and Mississippi to this State, introduced ‘to the - 
Convetition Gen. J. W.A. ‘Sanford, Commissioner’ from the State 
of ` Georgia, who addressed the Convention upon the subject of 


his Mission. i noi ” 


' The Reporter odiis ‘thet he hag eat unable to’ procure a copy 
of Gen. Sanfords speech on this oveasion. Ip- was listened’ to: 
by’ the-Convention with profound attention: At the close of the 
address, there: was an interesting colloquy between the Commis- 
sioner and Judge Posey, touching the coast defenses of’: ‘Georgia... 


Mr. Dargan read, an ‘Ordinance authorizing ‘the Governor to , 
raise one million of dollars’ for State purposes; by. the issuance of 


~ State bonds, to run not less than five nor more than omen years; 
and the bonds not to be. sold ai ata discount, 


a 


Mk. DARGAN said: : a E 

That there was a necessity to raise money. The people would 
see that. such necessity existed, and their patriotism would be . 
equal to the occasion. If Alabama lives, the .bonds would be 
good; if Alabama dies, of course dur: property, which ; will be 
pledged for the bonds, will also die. -He’ wished the people of 
Alabama to take the bonds, but people`of: other States should also 
have the privilege. In South’ Alabama he knew there was a great _ 
deal of money that was lying idle in the hands of trustees and 
others, which here would find a Source of sound investment. He 
asked. the reference of the Orditiance to the Committee’ of Fin- 
ance, which was done. 


The following dispah was laid before the Convention, by the 
Président : ` ; 


F 


` Quartzsron, January J oe 1861. 


Large steamship off: the bar; steaming ap; supposed ‘to. be. the 
Brooklyn. Expect a battle. .R. B : REET, JR, . 


Mr, Watts placed before the Convention the following dispatch z : 
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HUNTSVILLE, January 12, 1861. 
To Gov. A. B. Moore: 
I leave for Montgomery to-day. “Tt is absdlutely certain that 
Tennessee will go with the South, . — Li P. WALKER. 


Mr. TA of Macon , offered the following Resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations : 


Rèsolved, That the Committee on Foreign ‘relations be instructed 
. to inquire into the expediency of sending a special Commissioner, 
or Commissioners, to the Territories of Ne ew Mexico and Arizonia, 
for the purpose of securing, if possible, the annexation of those 
Territories:to a, Southern ontenetcy) as new States, at the ear- 
liest practicable period. ; 


A communication from : the Governor was received: and read, 
with reference to affairs at Pensacola, as follows : 


tae ‘ EXEÇUTI E DEPARTMENT, January 12, 186]. 
To Hou. Wat M. Brooks, President State Convention : 

Sir: The following resolution, passed by the Convention, has 
just been handed me by the Secretary of that body: 


e Resolved, That'the Governor be requested to communicate to 
the Convention any information he may have as to the condition 
of military operations near Pensacola.” 


T regret that it becomes my duty to inform-the Conyeation that 

` the Féderal troops haye deserted the Navy Yard and Fort Baran- 

“eas, and‘now. occupy Fort Pickens, with about eighty men. The 

guns are spiked at Barancas and the Navy Yard, and the Public 

Storés removed to Fort Pickens. This fort commands Fort Baran- 

eas and the Navy Yard, and can only be taken by an effective 
force, and by bold and skillful movements. 

Fort Pickens was garrisoned on Wednesday night... Col. Lo- 
max left Montgomery on Wednesday night, at 7 o ‘clock, with two 
hundred and twenty-five men, and arrived at Pensacola last night 
at 10. The three hundred troops ordered- from Mobile to the 

‘same point, under the resolution of the Convention, were teh- 
graphed, when about‘ to sail for Pensacola, by Major Chase, in 
command at Pensacola, to remain in Mobile until the teceipt of 
further orders. 

The Governor of Mississippi has ordered. troops, at my sugges- 
tion, to’ Pensacola. They will halt at Mobile, I presume, until 
ordered. to sail for Pensacola. _ 

This is all the information I can give at this fini: I expect a 
messenger to-night with full information. Very respectfully, 

- A. B. MOORE. 


m 
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; ae DAY—JANUARY FOURTEENTH. 


The Convention met in the Senate Chamber to-day, for the 
convenience of the members of the House of Representatives— 
the Legislature having assembled in obedience to thé call of" the 
Governor, The Senate accommodated itself’ in the Supreme 
Court room, and the Judges of that Court hela their sittings ‘in 
the Library. 


t 


Mr. Brace, by leave, read. dispatches from Mobile, as follows: 


Mosne, J anuary: 13, 1861. 
To Joux Brade—Have you passed the ’ Ordinance. for -collee 
tion of duties; clearance of vessels, and disposing of United States 
property ? -T have resigned, and I hold treasure for’ the State, 
waiting its instructions. Please answer. 


THADDEUS SANFORD. 
5 My, i ! i 


‘Mr. Buia, by leave, offered the following Resolution, whielr 
was adopted: 


3 


Resolved, That the Chairman.of- dis Committee on Imports and 
Duties be authorized to transmit to Thaddeus Sanford, the.Col- ` 
lector of the Port of Mobile, a telegraphic dispatch informing 
him of the passage ofthe above Ordinance, and requesting him 
to repair to this city immediately, to confer with the Committees 
on Commerce and Finance, and Imports and Duties, in reference 


‘to matters appertaining to ‘office, and the interests of the 
State. 


Mr. Baxsr, of AAR by leave, ord a dispatch from Gov. 
Perry of Florida, as follows: l i 
"TALLAHASSEE, FLA., January 14, 1861. 
To Gov: A. B. Moork, Executive Department. 


Telegraph received, Can you send (500) five hundred stand 
of arms to Col. Chase ? M. S. PERRY, 


The communication from Messrs. Pugh and “Curry, förmer 
members of Congress from this State, was read as follows : 


‘Monreomery, Ana. ) 
January 10, 1861. f 


* 


How: Wx. ‘M, Brooks, 
President’ of the Convention ; f 
Sır—In resporise to the Resolution, adopted by the Conven- 
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tion, requesting us to communicate, in writing, any facts or infor- 
mation which may be in our possession, touching the action of 
Congress and the purpose of the Black Republican party, which 
would aid ‘the body in its, deliberations; we state, witha due 
appreciation of the high compliment contained.in such a request, 
that the facility and frequency of communication between this 
city and Washington, are so great as to render accessible to every 
reader of the public prints, nearly every source of information 
which is open to'a member of Congress. 

It gives us pleasure to comply, bo far as we can, in presenting 
the object of your assembling, l 

Early, in the session, a Committee of Thirty-threè was appoint” 
ed by the House of Representatives.to consider the perilous con- 
dition of public affairs and, repart, thereon -to the House. The 
materiel of that Committeerepresented the conservatism of the 
Union.men, South, and the Republicans, North. After frequent 
attempts td agree on some ‘adjustment of political difficulties, 
several Southern members withdrew from its. deliberations, and 
the Committee at Iast utterly failed to adopt, or agree upon any 
terms satifaétory to the most moderate and yielding. 

Ata later day, a Committee of Thirteen, for.a similar purpose, 
was appointed by the Senate. It was composed of the represen- 
tative men of both sections and all parties, and after several fruit- 
less and earnest efforts, reported inability to agree upon any plan 
of settlement. l l i 

The belief prevails with no well informed mar of eițher section 
in Congress, excepting those who are willing’ to submit without 
terms to the election of Lincoln and Hamlin, that any settlement 
can be had in the Union. ; l 

The determination is universal “with the Republicans of all.de- 
grees of hostility to slavery, to abate nothing from their princi- 
ples and policy, as defined in the Chicago platform. It is the 
fixed purpose of the Republican -party to engraft its principles 
and policy upon the Feéderal Government. Pruminent Répub- 
licans have represented to us, that if they were faithless enough 
to retract from the platform on which they obtained power, their 
constituents would crush them. | ‘ 

-We have been assured by many resistance men in the Border 
Slaveholding States, that they have no hope of a settlement of 
existing difficulties in the: Union, and are anxious for the Cotton 
States to secede promptly. Some favor, or have favored, a con- 
sultation of all the Southern States to negotiate for new guaran- 
ties, with but little or‘no expeetation.of obtaining them, but for 
the purpose, in the event of ‘failure, of securing the ultimate con- 
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temporaneous secession of such States. Onr settled čonviction 
is, that a large majority. of our friends in the Border States, dis- 
posed to resist Republican agéendancy, desire the immediate sè- 
cession:of the Cotton and Gulf States; in which event, the only 


question left for such States will be to ’ select between the seced- 


ing ahd friendly States and a hostile governmetit; and on the’ de- 
termination of that issue, there. will be but ap inconsiderable op- 
' position. 

It is the coneurrent opinion of many of our friends in the Border 
and Northern States, that the secession of the Cotton States is an 
indispensable basis for a reconstruction of the Union. Possibly 
the most important fact we can communicate is, that the opinion 
generally obtained in Washington, that the secession of five or 
more ‘States would prevent or put an end to coercion, and the 
New York’ Tribune, the most influential of Republican journals, 
concedes that the sécession. of SO many States would: ‘make coer- 
cion impracticable. 

. We: ‘have ‘the honor to be,, most respectfully, .:: E . 
a Your obedient servants, -: ' ; 
pa Pye FE tS) Le PUGH, > 

E ' = J. L. :M. CURRY. 


mF 


After the reading, the document was laid on the table. _ 


Mr. DowpELL offered the following resolution,, which was 
adopted :: 


Resolved, by the people of the State of Alabama, im: Conpention 
Assembled, That ths Commissioners heretofore.appointed by the 
Governor of this State, to thé several’ Slaveholding States, be 
and they are hereby directed to ‘present:to the Conventions of 
said States the Preamble, ‘Ordiriance’ and Resolutions adopted by ` 
the people of the State of Alabama, in Convention, on the [1th 
day of J anuary, 1861, and.to request their consideration of, and 
concurrence in, the first resolution.‘ 


k 


' EIGHTH DAY:-JANUARY FIFTEENTH. 


Ž 


Mr. Cocuran, from the Cornmittee on the Constitution, report 
the following Ordinance, which was adopted : ` : 
- An ‘Ordinance to change the oath of office í in this State. 


Be it declared ani: ‘ordained, andit is hereby declared and ordain- 
ed by the people of the State. of Alabama, i in Convention assembled, 


t 


“| 


T 


a 
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That the first Section and sixth Article of the Constitution of the 
State of Alabama be amended by striking out of the fifth line of 
said, Section the words z Constitution of.the United States and the,” 
after the word “the” and before the word “ Constitution” where 
they occur. 


And be it Sale ordained: as aforesaid, That- all officers in 
this State. are hereby absolved from the oath to support thé Con- 
stitution of the United States heretofore taken by’ them. 


RESIGNATION OF MR. F OWLER. 


The’ President read the following communication pies the Sec 
retary : 


MONTGOMERY, January 15, 1861. 
Hon. Wm. M. Brooxs, President Conyention— 


` Sir :—I have received a notification that my company the “ War- 
rior Guards,” Tuscaloosa county, starts to-day for Fort Morgan 
by: order of the Governor, and it is.my duty as well as my indli- 
nation tò join it forthwith.: 
í thérefore resign my place as Secretary to your honorable 
body. _ ee Rerpecttlly; > 
M i a: W. H, FOWLER. 


Mr. HENDERSON, of Mia öfered the following resolution, 
which, on motion of Mt. Clemens, “was Idid on the table: 


Resolved, That in accepting the resignation of the Principal Sec- 
retary, Mr. W. H. Fowler, who has tendered the same for the 


. purpose of obeying the call of our State to defend her from inva- 


sion, and while we entertain a high appreciation of his services as 
an- officer of this body, we yield to the exigency: which deprives us - 
of his able services; and our best. Wishes accompany him to the 
post of danger to which he is called. . 


The President a ards i, the following letter fro om Mr. 
Fowler: 


MONTGOMERY, ig Js anuary 15, 1861. 
Hon. Wu. H. Brooxs— 

Sir :—Learning through yourself that my resignation as Secre- 
tary, for the purpose named, was not accepted. by the Convention, 
I beg to say that, fully appreciating the. kindness of.those who de- 
sire me to remain in this-position, yet, I feel: in honor bound to 
join my company, and with due respect to the Convention I must 


do so, Very sa asa 
a W. H. FOWLER. 


4 


THE CONVENTION OF ALABAMA, > 179 


On motion, the resolution offered by Mr. Henderson, of Macon, 
was taken up £ and adopted, : i i 


Mr. Wuattey moved to go “into the election of a Secretar Y, 
which was adopted, and the name of Mr. A. G. Hory, of Mobile, 
being put in nomination, he was elected by acclamation, there be: . 
ing no opposition. i . o 

Mr. Yayouy made a ‘report from the. Committee of Thirteen l 
upon the formation of a Provisional and Permanent Government: 
between the seceding -States—and on his motion the Report and 
Ordinanċe were laid- on the table, and 200 copies ordered to be 
printed for the use of the Convention. - 


Mr. Por, by leave, introduced “ AnOrdinance to prohibit 
the African Slave Trade,” and asked, to have it made. the apen 
order of the ney for Monday next.. 

‘ ? , 

On motion of Mr: Waarrey, i it was refered to the, Cominittee 
on: Foreign, Relations. a 


sgt 


. Mr. HENDERSON, of Mabon, rodia e TA Ordinance provid- 
ing for a Council of State,” which, on his motion, was referred to 
the commie: on I ı Military’, Affairs. 


r 
s x 


‘ NINTH DAY---JANUARY SIXTEENTH. 


The Convention having assembled im the Hall of the Hone of 
Representatives, [for the accommodation of the Legislature and 
the large audience,] on motion, a Committee of three, consisting 
of Cochran, Herndon and Bailey, were appointed to: wait upon 
 Ex-Gov, Matthews, the Commisssionier from Mississippi to Alaba- 
ma, and inform him that the Convention was ready to hear him. 


On motion; the members of the General Assémbly were invi- 
ted to seats within the Bar of the Convention; _ on this occasion, 
and the President of the:Senate and Speaker. of the- House of 
Representatives, were invited to seats on the and by the Presi- 
dent of the Convention. vE > 
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The Committee having returned, with Ex-Gov. Matthews, he 
was introduced by the President, and. addressed the Convention 
in an elaborate and eldquent speech in relation to the object of 
his mission. 

[The Reporter has not been able to obtain a copy of Ex-Gov. 
Matthews’ speech. ] * 


When Gov. Matthews had spoken about an hour, upon motion 
by Mr. Whatley, the Convention repaired, in a bodys to their 
own Hall, and resimed a secret session; when the Commis. 
sioner continued his address; upon subjects which it was thought 
advisable should not be made public: tee: 


* 


A message from the Governor communicated resolutions adopted 
by certain Southern Senators, and a letter from Senator Clay, which 
were read,‘ and, on'motion of Mr. Morgan, they were referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations... '' 


z F 


Ori motion, by Mr. Yancey, the special onder of the day, ‘being 
- the Report of the Committed of Thirteen, “upon the formation 
of a Provisional and pen Government between the Sece- 
ding States,” was taken up. | “= 


The following i is the Bore: 
REPORT AND RESOLUTIONS. 


From the Committee of. Thirteen, upon the formation of a Pro- 
. visional and Permanent Government between: he Seceding 
States. : 
The Committee of Thirteen, beg leave to oped that they have 
had under consideration the “ ‘Report and Resolutions from the 
` Committee on Relations with the Slave Holding States,” provi- 
ding for the formation of a Provisional and Permanent Govern- 
ment by the Seceding States, adopted by the people of the State 
of South Carolina, in Convention, on the 31st December, 1860, 
and submitted to this body by the Hon. A. P. Calhoun, Com- 
missioner ftom South Carolina, which repot and resolutions were 
referred to this Committee. | ‘ 
“They have also þad under consideration. the resolutions upon 
the same.subject, referred to them, which were submitted by the 


x 
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delegates from Barbour‘and fror Tallapoosa. All of these reso- . 
lutions contemplate the purpose of forming- confederate relations 
with such of our sister States of the South as ray desire to do 
so. ‘The only disagreement -between them is, as to the details.in 
" effecting that object. The Committee unanimously concur in the 
purpose and ‘plan proposed by the Convention‘of-the people of 
South Carolina. © In-the opinion of the Committee, there has never 
beeh any hostility felt by any portion of the people of. Alabama 
against the Constitution of the United States of America. - The 
wide-spread ‘dissatisfaction of ‘the people of this State, which. has 
finally induced them :to dissolve the Union. styled the United 
States of Ameriva,-has been with the conduct of the people and 
Legislatures of the Northern States, setting at naught one of the 
plainest provisions. of the Federal Compact; and with other dan 
gerqus misinterpretations,of that instrument, leading them to. be 
lieve that the Northern people design, by their numerical majori- 
ty, acting through the forms: of government, ultimately to-des-: 
troy tnany of our most valuable rights.. ` a ? 
With: the people-of South Carolina; we believe.that the Fede- 
ral Gonstitution “ presents a' coniplete schenie.of confederation, 


a 


capable of being speedily put into operation ;”*that its: provisions’ `. 


and true import. are familiar-to the people of the South, “ many 
of whom are believed to cherish a degree of veneration for it ;” 
aud that all “would feel safe under it, wher in their own hands 
for interpretation and administration ;.especially as the portions 
that have been, by perversion, made potent for mischief and op- 
pression in-the hands of adverse and inimical interests, have re- 
ceived a settled construction by the South; that a speedy confede- 
ration by the South is desirable in the highest. degree, which it is 
supposed must be temporary, at first, (if accomplished as soon 
as. it shduld he,) and no better. basis than the Constitution of the. 
United States is likely. to be- suggested or adopted.” “This Con- 
vention, in the resolutions accompanying the Ordinance dissol- 
ving the Union, has already responded to the invitation of the 
people of South Carolina, to meet them in Convention for the 
' purposes indicated in their resolutions, and ‘have named Mont-. 
gomery, in this State, and ‘the 4th day of February, as, the ap- 
propriate place and time, at which te meet. In fixing the time 
and place, this Convention but concurred in the suggestions. of 
the honorable gentleman -representing the people of South Cato- 
lina before this body, We are aware that several of our sister 
States, which, haye. indicated a disposition to seeede from the - 
Union; and have called Conventions of their people, may not be 
able to meet us, at sò early 'a day; but the great importance to . 
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the States, which have already seceded, and which are likely to 
secede by that date, of having a common government to manage 
their federal: and foreign affairs in the emergency now pressing 
upon them, outweighed, ih the opinion of the.Committee, the 
consideratiori which suggested delay. The Committee more read- 
ily camé this conclusion, as the Convention which will meet on 


‘the 4th of February, will at first be engaged in the formation of 


a’ Provisional Government—leaving the more important -ques- 
tion of a Permanent Government to be considered of at a later 
day ; by which time it is hoped and believed that all the Southern 
States will be in a condition to send deputies to the Convention, 
and participate in its councils. It was thought, also, that ‘the 
proposition to form the Provisional Govérnment upon the basis 
of the Federal: Constitution, so much revered by all the Southern 
States, would meet with the approval of all.those which may se- 
cede. The Committee are also of opinion that’ the election of the 
deputies to meet the people of our sister States in Convention, 
should. be made by the Convention: 'To, submit.the election to 
the people would involve a dangerous delay, and it would he im- 
practidable to secure an election by the people before the 4th of: 
February next. ; 


The Committee, therefore, recommend to the Convention the. 
adoptiou of.the following resolutions, [here printed as amended, | 
VIZ : i ; ` 

‘Resolved, That this*Convention cordially approve of the -sug- 
gestions of the Convention of the people of South Carolina, to 
meet them in Convention at Montgomery, in the State of Alaba- 
ma, on the fourth day of Februrary, 1861, to frame a Provisional 
Government, upon the principles of the Constitution of the United 
States, and also to prépdre and consider upon a plan-for thé eřec- 
tion and establishment of a permanent Government for the sece- 
ding States, upon the same principles, which shall ‘be- submitted 
to Conventions of such seceding States for adoption’ or rejection. 

Resolved, That we approve of the: suggestion that each State 
shall sénd to said Convention as many deputies as it now has, or 
has ‘lately had, Senators and Representatives:in the.Congress of 
the United States’; and that each State shall have one vote upon’ 
all questions upon which a.vote may be taken-in said Convention. 

Resolved, therefore, That this Convention will proceed to elect, 
by- ballot, one deputy from each Congressional District in ‘this 
State, and two deputies-from the State at large, at twelve o’clock, 
meridian, on Friday, the 18th of Janudry, instant, who shall be 
authorized to meet in Convention such deputies as‘ may be ap- 
pointed‘ by the other slaveholding States, who may secede from 
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the Federal Union, for the purpose of carrying -into effect the 
foregoing, and the resolutions attached to the, Ordinance dissol- 
ving r the Union ; and.that deputies shall bé eléeted separately, 
and each deputy shall receive a majority of the members. voting. 


- MrR. JEMISON. - moved to o change the word etor” to 4 from,” 
where’ it occurred in the first line of third resolution.” With 
drawn. So, l T . 


B 4 


Mr. SMITH, of Tuscaloosa, renewed the motion, ‘and it was 
adopted. - 


Mr. Brace, moved to: amend the third resolution of the re 
port by “inserting in first line, after the wor “ elect,” ‘the words 
“by. ballot, without ndmination.” OO 


. Pending: the consideration of Mr. Bras’ s proposition: to amend, l 


` MR. Yancey said: oo y oa 


That- he- desired to make-a proposition’ to the members 
of the Convention, after it had . adjourned, which: he thought 
would obviate the. objection of the ‘mover of the’ last, amend- 
ment: . me a . . 


On motion, the Conyention then adjourned, 


£ 


TENTH DAY--JANUARY SEVENTEETH. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, ‘and was called to . 
order by the Rresident, at 10 A. M. a, 


MR. Braca, from the Committee on: Imports and ‘Duties, to 
whom was referred the communication of His Excellency | the 
Governor, transmitting to the Convention a telegraphic dispatch 
from, Thaddeus Sanfore, the. Collector. of the Port at Mobile, tdthe 
effect, that-a draft dated Ji anuary 7, 1861, for the sum of. twenty-six 
thousand dollars, had beéty drawn on his office. by the Treasury De- 
partment of the Government of the United States; ; aud asking to be 
instructed whether he should pay the same» » have had the same 
under consideration, and ask leave to report +> GG 
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That it appears from ‘the dispatch that the draft was drawn on 


.the 7th of January, inst. ; a date anterior to the passage of the Or- 


dinancée. withdrawing Alabama from the Federal Union. The 
draft is ‘in favor of the-U. S. Navy Agent at Pensacola, and the 
object of it is stated to be, to pay certain merchants and mechanics. 
in Pensacola, for goods furnished and- labor performed for ‘the 
United States; and certain other merchants in the city of Mobile 
for supplies furnished by them to the same, Government. p 

In annulling the office of Collector at the Port of Mobile, as a 
United States office, and reclaiming that Port as embraced within 
the jurisdiction of, and appertaining to, the State of Alabáma in 
her sovereign capacity, the Convention,.in its Ordinance passed to 
effect that object, imposed upon the Collector, thereby appointed 
ag an officer of the State, the duty of retaining in his hands, until 
the further order of the Convention, all such money as might be 
in his possession at the. date of the passing of said Ordinance. 
. Under the circumstances by which the Convention was surround- 
ed, it ‘was deemed advisable. to purse such:a course, not with 'a 
view of laying violent hands upon the funds of: the United States 
in the ‘possession of an officer of the ‘United States, but siuply as 


-a measure of self-protection, and: with the purpose of facilitating 


a fair settlement of the various complicated questioris that must 
necessarily-arisé in the future between the Government from which 
she has withdrawn and the State of Alabama. 

From. the date of this draft, it will be seen that it was drawn be- 
fore the passage of the Ordinance requiring the Collector to retain 
such funds in his hands, as well as before the Ordinance of Seces- 
sion. It will also be seen that it was drawn for certain purposes 
involving the interests of third parties, who seem to be interposed 
in such a.manner as to take from the case the simple features of 
a question between the Government of the United States and 
the State of Alabama. Those parties performed services, and, 
furnished goods and supplies for the -Government of the United 
States previous to the withdrawal of Alabama from the Union. 


There was an obligation imposed on the Government, of which 


Alabama was a constitaent part, to pay for this labor and these 
supplies; and it seems to your Committee that every principle of 
good faith, and an honest desire to presérve inviolate the sanctity 
of contract, require that these parties should bė paid their just 
dues. The best way to secure justice to ourselves is, to. do justice 
to others. But, it may be said, why not continye to retain this 
money, and remit these’parties to the Government of the United 
States, to be paid out of other funds in the Treasury of the Gov- 
ernment? The answer is, this is thé fund out.of which such ob- 
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ligations as arise at the points indicated, (Pensacola and Mobile,) 
are accustomed to be paid; and to which, no doubt, the parties 
looked when the supplies were furnished and, the labor performed. 
To send these parties back now to the Government of the United . 
States for payment, when the monetary affairs of the country are 
in such a condition, that ‘men. of the amplest means and largest 
credit are scarcely able to sustain themselves; to require them to 
rely on the; crippled treasury of. a mere fragmentary Government 
for payment; when the obligation’ was incurred when that Gov- 
ernment was a whole, and when such a course would amount to 
an indefinite postponement of payment, seems to your committee to 
involve the grossest injustice to- those parties, as. well as a dépar- 
ture from the manifest. policy that should govern the action of the 
Committee in its relations with the Government of the. United 
States as well asour own 1 people., 


The Committee have sécordingly instructed me to report the 
following resolution to.the Convention, and ask ‘its adoption : 


Resolved, That," in. response to the dispatch received from : 
Sanford,. ‘Collector of the Port of Mobile, i in réferencé to a U.S. © 
Treasury draft, bearing date the 7th January, 1861, drawn ‘on his 
office for the sum of twenty-six thousand dollars, the Governor be 
authorized to inform him that it is the sense of this Convention 
_ that he pay the. sahe- `- -JOHN BRAGG, Chairmnn. 4 


Mr. J EMISON ‘tered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the future Jlibératiois and action of ic Con- 
vention shall be restricted and confined to such changes and mod- 
ifications of the organic or fundamental law, as: have become. 
necessary -by the present political status of our State. 


Mn. CLEMENS moved to postpone the resolution until Monday 
next, which was carried. , 


Mr. KETCHUM offered the following resolution: 


Resolued, That the Ordinance of Secession adopted on the 1th 
instant, be. ordered to: be engrossed on parchment—sealed with . 
the Great Seal of the State—and at 12 M., on Saturday next, the 
19th day of January, instant, in the hall of the House of Repre- l 
sentatives, publicly, and in the présence of all the. public authori- 
ties of Alabama, be signed by the members of the Convention who 
thay desire to do so at that time. gags 


136 HISTORY AND DEBATES OF 


Mr. Poinrps moved to amend. by adding the words “and that 
afterwards it lie on the ‘table to be: signed by such others ws may 
choose todo s0; which was accepted. 


Mr. MorGAN moved to amend, by striking out all after the word 
“resolved,” and inserting in lieu thereof the following as a stib- 
stitute: . , 

That the Ordinance of: Secession adopted on the 11th of Jan- 
uary, 1861, be engrossed on parchment and laid upon the table to 


be signed by such members of the.Convention as may desire. to do 
80, during or hefore the final adjournment of this Body. 


This substitute was adopted. 


t 


PROVISIONAL AND PERMANENT GOVERNMENT. 


At thesugeestion of Mr. VANcEY, the President now announced l 
as the special order, The’ Report ofthe Committee ‘of Thirteen, 
on the formation of a Provisional and Permanent Government be 
tween seceding States. o a 


& 


“The question was on Mr. Braae’s motion. pending, to “insert 
after the word “elect” in the first line of third resolution, as ‘per 
printed report, the following words: “by ballot, and without nom- 
ination.’ 


Mr. CLARK, of Marengo, called for a division of the question 
upon the.proposed amendment, so that the sense of ‘the Conven- 
tion might be taken separately on the two ‘clauses, “by ballot” 
and ‘without nomination ;” and the words “by ballot” -wẹre adopt- 
ed as an amendment. 


A 7 kad 
Mr. Brace withdrew the latter clause, “and without nomina- 
tion.” o i 


Mr. Brace moved to amend; ; by inserting in the second line of 
the first resolution, after the word.. “Conyentioù” the words, “on 
the fourth day .of February, at the city . of Montgomery, p’ 
Amendment adopted. 


a 


~ 


Mr. JEMISON moved to strike out all after the words “ United 
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States,” where it oceurs in the third line of the first resolution; 


“and also to prepare and consider upon a ‘plan of Permanent Gov- 
` ernment for the seceding States.” . . 


Mr, Wuarney siid: l 
Mr. President—I am utterly opposed to the proposition of the 
gentleman from Tuscaloosa, [Mr.‘Jemison.] “T am ünwilling 
that it shall be said by postèrity, that we had the. power ‘to’ tear 
down, but were unwilling to reconstruct @ new Government upon 
the ruins of the old. This was the very argument used by our 
enemies in the late canvass.. They said we intendéd to destro 
this Government, and that chaos and confusion, would rule in the 
place of order and good Government. I am for establishing speeds 
_ dy another Government. upon the basis of the old Federat Consti- 
tution, and to avoid, if possible, t thie abuse of it ‘by a fanatical 


majority. Our people ‘love their Government—they are a loyal `, 


aid patriotic people—I am ‘ready,to givé my energies, and my | 
feeble ubility, to lay the foundations’of a niore permanent Govern- 
ment, and that at no distant day. , . 

‘It is said that the Border States are ‘not ready to participate i in 
the establishment of a new Government at.this time.‘ That may 
‘be trué, but that is not our fault: we will have the Cotton States 
by the 4th of February; and with them,’ we can establish ‘a Gov- 
ernment great in resources, and boundless in territory. Gentle- 
men say oùt speedy action will tend to drive the border States 
from us. Not so, sir—our speedy action will -bé an invitation to 
them te join us in this great movement. By the formation. of a 
new-Government, we offer to the Border States, who join us, a 
-guaranty of protection against N oe coercion and N orthern 
tyranny. ; 


- Mk: WILLIAMSON said: 0 00 7 


Mr. President—I should very awh igiit to see’ the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Tuskaloosa [Mr. JEMISON], 
adopted. It would, in effect, be declaring to the ‘world, that we 
are not yet ptepated to approagh the altar with our sister South- 
ern States, and unite with*them in pledging our lives, our for- 
tunes, and our sacred honor, i in defence of the .course we, but a 
few days since, deemed it our duty to pursue. If we fail to pro- 
vide for establishing a Permanent Government atthe earliest day 
practicable, we shall-have acted in bad ‘faith to the people, and 
will subject ourselves to the scorn and contempt of every ttue 

. 10 . 
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friend of our cause., During the war of ’76, if the colonists had 
united and ‘presented an unbroken front, the British Lion would 
have been much sooner expelled—millions saved to the Treasury, 
and our fathers spared the ‘shedding of much blood—the result of 
a protracted war, not’ only with foreign enémies, buf traitors in 
their midst. ~ 4 . 

` There is no use in -disguising the fact: We are in the midst or 
a revolution; thus far bloodless, it is true, yet its effects are pres- 
ent and palpable. Look, sir, to the deplorable condition of our 
financial and commercial affairs. Confidence lost, gloom and dės- 
pair depicted in every ‘countenance. very intelligent man 
knows that our great staplé ought to have advanced., Yet mil- 
lions have already'been and will continue to be lost to the South 
by. its depreciation, if we do not demonstrate to the World that we 
are in earnest, and: intend, regardless of cost, at every hazard, and 
to the last extremity, to present an unbroken front'.in defence of 
our nationality and rights, This can only be done by establishing 
a Permanent Government. To-day the people afe with us, and 
expect us to act. If disappointed and left for'an indefinite time. 
surrounded by difficulties more intolerable to an intelligent and 
brave people than war itself, no one can predict the consequences. 
Our present position is untenable.. We cannot recede. - There is 
no half-way house. Consequently, we must press forward, and 
my life upon_it, that in less: than two months, the skies will 
` brighten, and if we are not at peace, we shall. find ourselves am- 
ply able and fully prepared to conquer a peace 


Mr. Jewett said: 


Mr. President—I shall support the motion of the gentleman 
from Tuscaloosa, His-‘amendment affects only the appointment: 
of delegates to a Convention to form a Permanent Government, 
and leaves those we propose to select, in the resolution before 
us, full power to organize and put into operation a Provisional 
Government, : ie a. . 

It is-of pressing necessity that we shall have a Provisional Gov- 
ernment organized at the earliest practicable period; and that it 
shall be in the full exercise of its functions before the 4th of March 
next, when Mr. Lincoln is expected to-take control of the Federal 
Administration of those States which still adhere to the old or 
ganization. If our delegates meet in the early part. of February 
next, as proposed in the resolution reported by the Committee, 
they will have ample time to adopt.a plan for the temporary gov- 
ernment of those States, which shall, by that time, have dissolved 


+ 
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their connection with the present United States Government ; and to 
select and place in power able and patriotic men, charged with its 
administration; and by the-time Mr. Lincoln assumes the control 
of those States united under the old Government, we shall havea new 
Government for our Gulf Confederacy in operation—with a treas- 
try and an army, capable of protecting iis against: foreign invVa- 
sion, and of 'sectring domestic tranquility. Se Pa 

-This same Convention, it is true, might proceed: further, and _ 
adopt the plan of a Permanent Government, to be submitted to 
such States as might hereafter withdraw from the old Federal 
Union, and ask admission into the new one. But, when we con- 
sider that, at this:time, ‘there dre only four States in a position to 
enter this’ proposed Convention, I think 4 proper respect to. the 
other slave States demands of us the postponement, of our action . 
in theformation of a Permanent Government. [do not wish to defer 
action to a remote day—but to.a day sufficiently ‘far off to enable 
Georgia, Louisiana’ and Texas—-States-« whose sympathy , with’ us 
has already been indicated by their recent eléctions—to come into 
eur Convention, and take part in -the discussions of those ques- 
tions which must arise in tke formation of any system of Govern- 
ment; and which, of. necessity, each niember‘of the new Confed- 
eracy must feel a vital interest in.’ But, besides the States just 
named, we ought’ not to ignore the claims of Virginia, North Car- 
olina, Tennessee and Arkansas, which are: moving in the same di 
‘rection as the Gulf States; and although they have- not called 
Conventions, up to this time, I'am not hazarding-too much to’say. 
they will, in a short time, do so. "E l 

There are- within the limits of thuse States, men as true and re- 
liable as any wé have within our borders !—men who have taken 
the front rank. in the advocacy of immediate secession, and whcse 
influence, we may confidently expect, will be all powerful -in plac- 
ingtheir Statés, in. good time, along side of ours. - ~ > 

The States have a, right, I say, to be heard in the formation of ` 
the new -Government—they ‘must pursue a similar .policy—they | 
havé a kindred blood—and. above all; upon the great-question. of 
the day—that involving the perpetuity of our domestic institution 
of slayery—they* are bound to us’by every tie of feeling and in- 
terest; shall we not extend an invitation to them-.to jom us in 
laying the formation of a Gulf Confederacy that shall embrace ev- 
ery: slave State? : i i g 


Mr Yancuy said; © 0a’ 


Mr. President—The people of South Carolina have invited tne 


“ 
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people of Alabama to méét them in Convention to frame Provis- 


-ional and Permanent Governments for the seceding States. In 


the resolutions accompanying the Ordinance dissolving ‘the Union 
—the Ordinance of Secession—this Convention accepted that in- 


Vitation ;. dnd adopting the suggestion of the Commissioner from 


South Carolina, we invited thuse, as well as the other Southern 
States, to meet us in Convention‘in this city,‘on the 4th of Febru- 


ary, 1861, for the purpose of framing Provisional and Permanent 
Governments, for our common ‘future peace and security, l 
The object of the report and resolutions now under consideration, 
is simply to carry into effect the design then and .thus announced; 
and therefore, no delegate who voted-for the Ordinance and Reso- 
lutious attached can consistently vote against the report.” 
. Several objections have been urged against-the report; which I 
propose briefly to consider. One is, that by the report députies 
to that Southern Convention are to be elected by this body, and 
not by. the people; and also that no provision is made for the 
election of another Convention to considér the plan fur the Pér- 
manent Government to be’submitted for ratification.. The points 
are, correctly stated, but constitute no objection with me. The 
people have had this question of secession before them for a long 
time,.and have maturely considered it in two late elections, name- 


‘ly: those for Electors of President, and for delegates to this body. 


The issue was as distinctly made in one as in the other, ‘and in 
both they decided the issue in favor of secession. 

They have intrusted their delegates with unlimited power— 
power to “consider, determine, and do whatever, in the opinion 
of this Convention, the rights, interests’ and honor of the State of 
Alabama require. to be done for their protection.” The laws 
that authorized the election contained that enumeration of am- 
ple authority, and the people endorsed it. We have been se- 
lected for our supposed wisdom, experience in public affairs, integ- 
rity and. courage to take all proper responsibility in the premises. 
In my. opinion, the seven States that will be out of the Union by 
the 4th of February, will need a corimon Government in order to 
meet a common enemy, as -soon as one ean be organized.— 
It is plain that, with divided. councils, and divided resources, 
and divided action, these States cannot contend against the unit- 
ed power of the Northern States, as well as if they met their 
enemy with the strength and wisdom of union, in council and ac- 
tion. Hostilities already exist between the seceding States and 
the Federal Union. Coercion is the policy at Washington. To 
postpone the meeting of the Southern Convention until we could 
submit the election of deputies to the people, would postpone its 
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meeting till the 4th of March; and that, in my opizion, would be 
hazardous tó the last*degree. * Such an aét’would be sticidal—one 
to be looked for, perhaps, from a friend of reconstruction of the 
Union, but not fiom a friend of a Southern Confederacy. ` 


. But, itis said, why not call another Converition-to ratify the Per- 
manent ‘Government to be adoptéd? T answer, because if is un- 
necessary. ` A: Permanent Government for a Southern Confeder- 
acy was'looked for by the friends- of secession—was spokén of and 
entered into all the discussions 4 in the late canvass. It was a part 
of the plan of secession, and when the people decided for sécession, 
they decided for a Southern Confederacy. Therefore, on that point 
we alteady know thé views of the people, arid’ no néw expression 
of opinion is needed’ Neither is such, expression needed as to the 
character of the Permanent Government. That character the peo- 
ple have indicated, and it is expressed in the report—it must be a 
government as near! y similar as possible to the Federal Constitu- 
tion. We neeg no discussion before the people, nor other expres- 
sion of their views on ‘that point. Besides these views, in them- 
selves esnelusiye to any mind, no statesman would willingly throw 
such grave issues before the people after’ onée receiving: “their de: 
cision, until the irritaticns’ and prejudices ahd passions of the~pre- 
vious contest had cooled. ., It is eminently wise, before throwing 
off upon the ‘people the- responsibilities which attach to us, to eon- 
sider .the condition of the public mind. Gentlemen here have 
told us of an excited and unhealthy state of public feeling. in some 
sections: of the State, and asked:time for reflection, in order to its 
correction. Who.is not aware that it was a great ‘misfortune that 
the election’ for delegates: to this’ body. came off so soon atter the 
heated Presidential contest? Who is not aware that in one sec., 
tion of the State the angry. passions and prejudices of that contest 
entered.very largely and almost exclusively in that section into 
the election for.delegates? And is it wise, is.it not eminently un- 
wise, to throw this whole question again before: ‘such a people, to 
blow off the ashes and revive once. again -the glowing “embers of 
that bitter strife? ~~ -> soos 


> There is another reason why-L J oppose » the election of another 
Convention. „Such a proposition has atendency to redpen the ques- 
tion of secession, by bringing up the issue of. a réconstruction of 
the Federal Government, It allows stich an issue to be made—it 
invites"it, in fact.- And under what circumstances? From the 
signs of the times, it would seem that coercive measures were to be 
adopted, -If so, about the time of such an election, the people will ` 
be bearing the burthens of such’a contest. Commercial and agri 
cultural interests will be’suffering. “Debts will tie hard-to pay. 
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Provisions will be searce. Perhaps death at the hands of the en- 
emy will have-come to the doors of many families, * Men’s minds, 
thus surrounded and affeeted by strong personal and selfish con- 
siderations, will not be in that:ealm and well balanced condition, 
which is favorable to a correct and patriotic judgment of the ques- 
tion. The very state of-things allora exist, which our Black 
Republican enemies predict will exist, and which they sneeringly 
rely upon to force our people -to ask: fer réadmission into the 
Uniow. Shall we, the selected friends and deputies of the people, 
aid these wily and malignant enemies of our State by, laying this 
Whole question, as it culminates in its progress, on the very eve 
of final triumph, back to the consideration of a people |thus sur- 
rounded and influenced .by most. unpropitious circumstances? To 
do so might well aceord with the purposés of a-friend of the Fed- 
cral Government, but in.my opinion is a policy which every truc 
friend of the people should condemn. . l 


Mr. President, I‘avow myself as utterly, unalterably opposed to 
any and all plans of réconstructing a union with the Black Repub- 
‘lican States of the North. ‘No new guaranties —no-amendments 
af the Canstitution—no peaceful resolution—novrepeal of offensive 
Jaws can afford any; the,least; inducement-.to consider even’ 
a proposition to Téconstruct our relations” with the non-slave- 
holding States.” This opinion is not founded on any objection to a 
confederation with States, North of Mason & Dixon’s line, on 
principles mutually agreeable to them; but it is founded on the 
conviction that the disease, which preys onthe vitals of the 
Federal Union, does not emanaté from any- defect in the Fed- 
eral Constitution—but from a deeper source—the hearts, heads 
and consciences of the Northern people, : They are educated: to 
believé slavery to be a religious as well as a political wrong,-and 
consequently, to hate the slavcholder. Mr: Seward was: sight, 
when.he declared that there was “an irrepressible conflict,” which 
would not cease until slavery was exterminated. ` But, sir, the elc- 
ments of that ednflict are not to, be found in the Constitution, but 
between the Northern and Southern ‘people. No giaranties—no 
amendments of the Coristitution——no compromises patched up to’ 
secure to the North the benefits of Union yet.a little longer, ean 
reéducate that people on the slavery issue, so as to induce them, 
having the majority, to withhold the exercisc of its power in aid of 
that “irrepressible conflict.” To accept of such réconstruction 
would, in my opinion, he but-salving over the irritated surface of 
the-deep-rooted.cancer, which has been eating into the vitals of the 
Union, affeeting perhaps an apparent, a deceitful cure, while still 
the loathsome and incurable discase keeps où. its fatal progress, 
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and daily weakens the body politic, until finally it “breaks forth 
again with renewed, becaused temporarily repressed, vigor and the 
victim sinks in death. = * 0 0a 
One other objection has been raised by my friend from Clarke, 
[Mr. Jewett,] which would seem to be fundamental in its nature; 
and that. is, that by the fourth of February, but five States will 
meet on that day, and he cannot consent that five States should 
make a government. for fifteen; for, in his opinion, all the South- 
ern States will secede bythe fourth of March ; and when they do. 
so, if this report is adopted, ten of them will find a Provisional 
and perhaps Permanent Government in operation, which’ they 
had no voice, in making. If the Séceding States had the core 
mand of events; if-time was to them, at this juncture, a matter of 
but little moment; if circumstances did not demand extraordinary 
prompitude and action, in order to give unity, strength and effect 
to the movements of defence on the part of the Seceding States, 
I coricede that the proposition of my friend from Clarke, would at 
once command universal assent. But'such isnot the case. War 
is already commenced on South Carolina. The same hostile. 
movements have been made. upon Florida. ‘We daily hear of 
preparations for military eoercion. ‘Fhe’ Federal Government 
seems to be under control. of. a military chieftain. ‘Prompt ac- 
tion ih establishing some common Government is imperiously dé- 
manded, `> . E? n a SE 
The resolutions, as they are now presented, .it seems to mè, 
obviate the chief force of the objection of my friend from Clarke, 
in this; that. the resolutions indiéate the character of both the Pro- 
visional and Permanent Government to be formed. -They are 
both to be formed on the principles of the Federal’ Constitution. 
This Constitution is well known to all the Southern people. Itis - 
revered by them. There has been no desire to Oppose orto al ` 
ter it. On the contrary, sich a policy has always met with pub- 
lic disfavor. [he interpretation of that instrument has been gen- 
erally uniform at the South, ever since the passage’ of. the cele- 
brated Virginia Resolutions of 1798. .That Constitution has been 
_uniformly held up by the South, as its great shield and buekler 
against Northern aggression. The Sonth is content with it now 
—will be content with it hereafter. SOD $ 
If all the Southern States were in convention, who doubts thas 
they would unanimously.frame the government -for a Southern 
Confederacy ‘upon the principles of tlie Federal Constitution ? 
None of us doubt it; and if the five or seven States. that may 
assemble inConvention on 4th. of February next, do proceed -at 
ence to frame a Provisional Government:upon the basis of that 
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Constitution, and afterwards frame a Permanent Government. up- 
on the like principles, who doubts that-every secediig State, as it 
retires from the Federal Union, will at‘once ask admission into 
the Southern Confederacy ? For one, I do.not. doubt. - One,great, 
and prime obstacle to the earlier movemerts of the border States 
in favor of secession ‘has; been a wide spread belief that the Gulf 
States designed in seceding, to’ establish a Government, differin 
essentially from the Federal’ Constitution ; and especially that the 
_ African Slave Trade would-be réopenéd. I have received many 
— letters from distinguished gentlemen in various pafts of Ken 
tucky,, Virginia, North Carolina and Tennessee, upon that very 
point, informing me that, were it not for the fear of the new Con 
federacy réopening the. “African Slave Trade, there would be a 
much stronger and more general movement in those States i in fà- 
. vor of dissolistion. 


Those resolutions quiet such ‘fears, The action upon them by 
the Southern Congress,’ instead of being an obstacle in the way 
of otler-States joining the Southern Confederacy, will he hailed 
by them with delight—will be considered by them, as wise—and 
will covnmand their respect and admiration, as‘ much as the pres- 
ent Union commanded that of Texas, when she’ asked admission 
into the, Union, although having had no voice in framing the Con- 
stitution, A Southern Confederacy, with the Federal Constitu- 
tion slightly altered to, suit an entire slaveholding community, 
will. be an invitation to Southen States, yet in the Union, to leave 
it and seek for peace and security and liberty within a Union, 
having no enemies—no irrepressible conflicts—and Being a confed- 
eracy of slaveholding States, under thé Constitution of our slave. 
holding sires. 


I now ask that the vote may be.taken upon the resolutions. 


_. Mr. Jewerr wade i ; . r 


Mr. President—I do. not wish to be misrepresented, and I do 
not intend to be misunderstood in my position upon the question 
under debaté. The gentleman from Montgomery intimates that 
-I have receded from my position as an advocate of immediate 
“secession, and that my course: to-day, is not consistent with my 
vote upon the Ordinance of Secession, I-deny it. J stand to-day: 

-where I stood on the 11th J anuary, and where I have ever stood, 
at. home, in my own county; in -the recent canvass, I maintain- 
ed our- right and our duty to secede from the ‘Union, even if we . 

_had to take that step aloné. In my vote on the Ordinance of Se- 
cession, I carried out my opinions by action, and gave to the world 


2 
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the only assurance in. my power, t “that. I was not disposed to.tol. 
erate hesitation or delay.upon, the, great question of withdrawing 
Alabama from.a:Federat.Union with non-slaveholding States. 
The gentleman Says. the time at which we ware to.form this Pro- 
visional Government ‘wasindiċated in the Ordinance, of Secession ; 
and that those .who.voted:, for «that Ordinance are estopped “from 
saying that any other day i ‘is suitable or proper for ‘the meeting. of 
that Convention of seceding States: a l 


‘It-is true that a-resolution was reported by the Committeé 6f 
Thirteen,’ and: attached’ to the Ordinance of Secession, designating 
a day upon which we were willing to’meet the other seceding 
States in Convention. But what States did we design to-meet in 
Convention, and for what purpose did we desire to meet them ? 

The resolution adopted ‘by. us Was in- Tesponse to the invitation 
extended by South Carolina. Noy, what was. is. that invitation? Tt . 
was in the following wotds: © ¢ 0o. oo e 


“ Resolved, Third, That the said Commissioners be ‘guthdtizéd 
to invite the. ‘seceding States to méet in Convention, at such time » 
and place as may be-agreéd upon; for the purpose of formitig and 
putting in motion such Provisional Government, and so that the 
said Provisional Government shall be organized and“ go into effect 
at the earliest period previous to the 4th day of March, 1861, and 
that the same Convention- of seeeding States shall proceed forth- 
with to eonsider and propose a Constitution and plan for a Perman- 
ent: Government for such. States; which: proposed plan shall be 
referred back to the several State: Conventions for their adoption- 
or rejection.” - . 


In our adceptance of this invitation m we designate such States 
as we propose to meet.in Convention, and. embrace therein’ every 
one of the fifteen slaveholding States.. 

With what show of: consistency can we ask fifteen States to 
. meet us in. Convention, when it is perfectly apparent that wé have 
fixed a day for their assemblage, so early, that not more than four 
or five of them can be represented in At? 

I am satisfied that the spirit, and meaning. of our ‘resolution are 
fully met when we.aceept their inyitation to join in the formation 
of a Provisional Government, on, the. 4th day of February next. 
And upon examination of the. report “from thé Committee on - 
Relations with the Slaveholding States, providing for Commission- 
ers to such States,” presented to „our Convention by the Commis-. 
sioher fiom South Carolina, E am confirmed in my opinion. In 
that respect, the Committee say (referring to certain modifications 
proposed in the plan suggested for a Provisional Government,) 
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“yet these modifications may be safely left to a period = the ar- 
ticles of a Permanent Government may be settled, and that, ‘mean- 
time, the Constitution referred to will serve thé purpose of a tem- 
porary Confederation, which the Committee unite in believing 
ought to be sought, through all proper measures, most earnestly.” 

. That I did not desire or insist on any unnecessary delay, in the 
formation of the plan of a»Permanent Government, will be shown 
by a resolution I proposed to offer, at the proper time, in case the 
Convention sustained the motion to’ amend, offered by the gentle- 
man from Tuscaloosa. That resolution I now have, and I propose 
to read it, to show what I contemplated -doing upon this subject. 
It reads as follows: 8 

“ Resoluéd, That this Convention hereby extends, to such slave- 

holding States as: have already withdrawn from the Union, and 
also to such other slaveholding States as, by the 25th day of Feb- 
tuary, 1861, shall have withdrawn therefrom, its invitation to 
meet Alabama-in Convention, on the 4th day of March, 1861, at 
Montgomery, Alabama, to propose a plan for a Permanent Govern- 
ment of such seceding States ; which plan of Government, when 
so formed, shall be submitted to each State respectively, for its 
ratification or rejection.” 7 l 

-T am not desirous now of postponing the meeting of that Con- 
vention’ beyond a day when we can meet the representatives of 
such States as have already called Conventions, or whieh, before 
the 4th of March next, may call them, in a Federal Congress of 
Slaveholding States; and ] will even go so far as to say, that I do 
not desire to make.choice of new delegates, but am’ willing that 
the same delegates whom we elect to frame our Provisional Gov- 
ernment, may proeeed, after performing that labor, to the con- 
sideration of a plan for the Permanent Government. But I desire 
them to éxtend invitations to all States which may have seceded, 
within a reasonable time, to be specified even by them, to whose 
discretion I am willing to leave the matter, and that they shall ad- 
journ over to a subsequent day, to meet all such representatives as 
shali then present themselves from seceding slaveholding States, 
for the purpose of forming a pernianent and lasting Government. 
T have no doubt representatives will be found there from Virginia, 
and from the other border States; and that we shall Have a united 
South, ready to join in every measure calculated to advance the 
Too and promote the happiness and glory of the slaveholding 

tates. _ f l 


_ Mr. Porrer offered the following as the substitate for the amend- 
ment of Mr. Jemison, and to take the place of :the first resolution 
séported : i 


— 
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Resolved, That the Convention cordially. approves-of the súg- 
gestion of he Convention of the people of South Carolina, to 
eel them in Convention to frame a Provisional Governinent, 
upon the principles of the Constitution of the United States ; and, 
also; to prepare’a ‘plan for the creation and “establishment of a 
Permanent Goverinient- for, the seceding States, upon the same 
principles; which plan ghall bẹ submitted to. the Conventions. of 
such States, fur adoption of rejection. 


Mr. J RMISOS arose tu a point of order; that this dabstitate:y was 
uat inorder. . Overruled. 


Mr. Porz irasked leave to withdraw his substitute. Ñ ot granted. 


The question being on substituting the amendment of Mr. Pot- 
ter, for the amendmen} of Mr. Jemison, to take the plaee of- the. 
first resolution, it was carkied without a dissenting voice. 


Mr. Yaxoti ‘moved to amend; by inserting, in the substitute, - 
after, the word Convention,” in the third Tine: the words, “ on 
the"4th day of, Februar n ESGL; “in ‘the city | of Montgomery.” 
Adopted. 


Mr. Jemison offered thefollowing aaike to the substitute 

o Be it further Resolved, That the plan for a Permanent Gov- 
ernment proposed by the Uonventions of the séceditiyy States, shall 
be submitted fur ratification or rejection te the bégisiatures of the 
several States, or to Contentions hereafter to be elected by the 
people of. the Several States, as may be proposed by the Conven- 
tion of seceding States.” ‘This was, by leave, | withdrawn.: 


Mr. DaRGan moved the following Ammendiient to be added to the 
suljstitute, which now stands-for the first resolution : i 
“And-no-Provisioial Governmnebt that may be formed shall be 


inconsistent with the, Constitution of the Ntate of ' Alabama.” — 
Lost. |; * g -À ¥ 


_ Mr. Buneer offered the flowing: to. be added to the last reso- 
lation, by way of amendment: 


ł 


“The members of} which shall be elected by the sai l 


On a motion tvo, lay it m n‘the table, the ayes and noes were, called. 


Those who voted jin the affirmative, were “Messrs. President, 
Bailey, Baker of lea “Barnes, Beck, pee Cat- 
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terling, "Clarke of Marengo, Cochran, Coleman, Creech, Crook, 
Curtis, Daniels, Dargan, “Davis of Covington, Dowdell, Foster. 
Gibbons, Gilchrist, Hawkins, Henderson of Macon, Hender son of 
Pike, Howard, Humphries, Jewett, Ketchum, Love’ MecClanna- 
han, McPherson, McKinne, Morgan, Owens, Rives, Ryat, Short- 
ridge’ Silver, Smith of Henry; Starke, Stone, Watts, Webb, What- 
ley, Williamson, Winston, Yancey, Yelvertou.—49. . 


Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Allen, Barclay, 
Brasher, Bulger, Clarke of Lawrence, Coman, Grawford, Crum- 
pler, Davis of Madison, Edwards, Ford, Franklin, Guttery, Hood, 
Inzer, Jemison, Jones of F Fayette, Jones of Lauderdale, Johnson, 
Kimball, Leonard; Lewis, McClellan, -Posey, Potter, Russell, Sand- 
ford, Sheets, Sheffield, Slaughter, Smith of ‘Tuscaloosa, Stédham, 
Steele, Taylor, Timberlake, Watkins, Whitlock, Wilson, Wood. 


rd, 


The question cae upon the adoption of the report and amend- 
ment, 
Mr. WATIS diaid the following : amen ndment, to be added to the 
-last resolution : 


“ And that the delegates shall be elected penal and each 
delegate shall receive a majority of the members voting.” 


‘And the-teport and resolutions were adopted, - =. And the Con- 


vention adjourned. | 


_ ELEVENTH DAY—JAN UARY EIGHTEENTH. 


A Maca was received from the Governor, by- his private 
Secretary, Mr. Phelan, communicating certain resolutions adopt- 
ed by the New-York Legislature, which the ‘Governor of said 

_ State,'had sent to him, entitled “ Concurrent Resolutions, tend- 
ering aid to the President of the United States. in support. of 
~_ the Constitution and the Union.” pee pependre] 


Objection was madé to the reading of the Resolutions, and- 


Mr. Yancey raised ‘the question, of i RON, and moved. to 
day that on the table, which was done. ~ i 

A ganon was also received from the Governor, trans- 
mitting the report of Hon. E. C, Bullock, Commissioner to the 
State of Florida, which was-temporarily laid on‘the table.’ [See 
Appendix for all reports of ciate 
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At 1206 ‘clock, M., the President announced that the hour to 
go into the election of Deputies to the Convention of Seceding 
States, to assemble at eee ia dn the fourth day 
of February, 1861; had arrived: . 

. Mr, JEMISON moved to gapin the eleetion until to-thorrow 
at 12 clock, M., which the Chairman (Mr. Smith, of Tus scaloosa, ` 
in the Chair,) decided to be out of order... . 

Mr. Jemison appealed from the decision of the Chair, and the 

Chair was sustained. : 


Mr. Earnest pee leave to eee a resolution as a distinct 
a as follows: i 

Rioha. ‘That no member of this Gonpention: or of the pres- 
ent Legislature, shall be eligible"to eleċtion on a.seąt'in the 
Southern Congress provided “for by the Ordinance adopted by, 
this Convention. A lee 2 es È 


i ai ` oci Z 
i ‘ : Ji - j = ? 
a i ` o ; p PER ' ' 0 
. 


a 


The question of order was raised. ‘ a 
The Cuar (Mr. Smith, of "Tuscaloosa, oe devided ee 
the Resolution was in order, 


<" 


Mr. Yancey appealed from the decision of the Chair, 


< The Guam stated, that the Resolution would not be in order 
Kude Parliamentary usage but that there had been an agree- 
ment in the Convention last night, when the vote was about to 
be taken on the Resolutions providing for- this election, that this 
Resolution. should be. considered, if the gentleman from Jefferson 
desired. to. press ity On this, account, ‘the Chair rules that the 
Resolution i is ia order. - oe , 

‘Upon’ a vote ‘taken on Mr. ‘ancey’ s- appeal, _ Chair was 
sustained, - ‘ 


Mr. Parties moved to ur the Ba on. the table, ‘which 
was lost—ayes 44, noes 55. ; 

Mr. Brooxs, the President, (Mr. Smith, of Tuscaldosa, i in the 
Chair), moved to amend by striking out “ eligible to election on,” 
and insert “shall be élected by this Convention to,” which » was 
nee by Mr. Earnest. . 


’ 
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Mr. Jemison said : Se oe 


That it had’ been a rule with him, through the whole course of 
his political and legislative life—a period of near thirty years— 
hever, under any ‘circumstances, to vote for’a member of the 
Legislature for any office créated by ‘that Legislature. He had 
-adhered to this rule rigidty, and often at the. great: sacrifice of 

personal feeling; for, on many occasions, he had “reluctantly been 
-compelled to vote against his best friends. 


- There is a law on our’ Statute Book which” positively forbids 
the election of a member of the Legislature to any office created 
by the body during the time for w hich he may have been elect- 
ed, ‘It is true, that ; that law does not apply to this case, as a law; 
but yet, it.is a principle, and he must adhere to it.’ 


Pee ee 


If there was any occasion that would authorize a departure 
from this rule of action, it would. be this; for there were many 
-gentlemen here whom i would bë glad to see cleeted to this- po. _ 
sition .-—nay, sir, to other and more prominent positions. He might 
be ‘permitted to refer to one, who is at the head of the Military 
Committee, whose name has been mentioned in connection with 
a high military appointment., There were many others in our 
midst who stand no less deser vedly high in the publie estimation 
~ for their abilities and patriotism. Hence, continued Mr. J., though 
I shall adhere to my rule, I confess that this is an occasion, it any, 
which might authorize a “departure from that Fule. 


Mr. Ciemens said: 

Mr. President—1 do.not consider the adoption of this resolu- 
tion a matter of the slightest importance in reference to offices | 
which are to be filled by the Convention itself, since it is plain 
that the same majority who have power to adopt the resolution. 
have.the power to defeat any candidate who may be placéd- in 
nomination. I should not, therefore, have participated at all in 
the debate, if direct allusion had not been made to me by the 
gentleman from Tuscaloosa - [Mr. Jemison.] The ternis of the 
allusion were complimentary, it is true, and for that I thauk-him; 
but still, it was so made as to demand some reply. 


Į. do not agree that there.is any propriety in excluding our- 
selves from offices which are to be. filled õutside of the Conven- 
tion, and by a power over which wé have no control. There 
may be some reason for excluding ourselves from offices to which 
we retain the power of election ; “but when we have, surrendered 
that power to other hands, the reason is removed, and the dis- 


wee 


’ jmportunities on our part.- œ , 
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franchisement becomes an act of simple and unadulterated tyr- . 
ranny. The military, appointments referred'to by.the gentleman 
from Tuscaloosa, are yested in the Governors :The Military 
Committee ‘have voluntarily deprived themselves-of all voice in 
their selection, and I think ! have-a right to say for that -Com- 
mittee, that they have not beén. swayed one hair’s breadth in 
their action ‘by any’consideration but the publie good. I do not 
believe that-á single member of it has had any consultation with 
the Governor, as to the individuals who should be .appointed ; 
no one has made a suggestion to, or received, an intimatior from, 
him on the subject. Looking alone to the efficiency of our 
military - organization, we vested the appointnient of the officers . 
in him, hoping that the discretion thus given him would -be exer- 
cised wisely, and intending that‘it should not be obstructed by 

A's to the, appointment: for Major-General, I must be allowed 
to say tháp rio’ man is fit for thes office whe stoops to seek it. It. 
is one, of grave responsibility, surrounded by innumerable diff- 
culties; and it will be 4 fatal: mistake to confer,it upon any man 
from personal or-partisan’ motives. No one shoald - be selected 
whose qualifications, apart from thé recommendation of friends, 
do not point him out unmistakably as the man for-the place and 
for the times. M a; Page aa 

The geritleman from Tuscaloosa has alluded to mé in conñec- 
tion with this office. Sir, I have intimated to no one any desire 
to fill it. I know too much of its responsibilities and its difficul- 
ties, and though I have’ been accustomed to take the one and 
encounter the other, these are of. a-nature which I could only be 
induced to shoulder by’ controlling considerations of public duty. 
In the trying times which ‘are before us, I know that my place 
will be in the field; and I know, too, that there I shall have a 
position commensurate with any military “abilities I may possess, 
no matter what ordinances. you may pass. T have no fears of 
being overlooked—no apprehensions that my services will. be 
dispensed with; but the passage of this resolution may cripple 
us in other, respécts, and, therefore, I shall vote against it.. 


Mr, .Sronz said: — 


Mr. Présidént—I cannot pérmit the vote to be taken upon the 
Resolution of the gentleman from Jefferson, without rising to 
protest against its adoption. Sir, that Resolution, if adopted, 
will deprive the State of the services of. some of her most tal 
ented and erninent sons, and at a time, too, when she peculiarly 
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needs in her epid. the services of her wise and patriotic men. 
In the organization of a Southern Confederaey, the State . will 
need her best talent—her men of intellect, her statesmen; and to 
‘such alone should be confided the great trust of organizing ‘the 
new government. {t makes no difference where these men are 
to be found, whether in the Legislature, in this Convention, or 
elsewhere in ‘the State—if they are the’ right men, we should 


-  eall them tothe public service, without regard to their being 


members of this or of any otlier body. We should have our 
wholé State from which to make. our selection of delegates to 
this Congress, and ‘should not, by the adoption of this Resolution, 
so restrict ourselves as to be forced to exclude and ostracise some 
of our most faithful and eminent statesmen, Sir, is the fact 
‘ that, suich.men have been’ endorsed ‘by the people, and have come 
„ta this body, : ‘entrusted with their dearest rights, a reason why 
_ we should pronounce them disqualified’ for the position of Deputy? 
Not at all. It is rather.a recommendation, But we owe it not 
only to-our own State, but to our sister States, whom we are to 
meet in Convention, arid with whom we are to counsel with 
regard to the rights of all, that we should send our -most emi- 
nent men to aid in the deliberations of that,important body. Sir, 
as the whole responsibility of this new government will rest 
upon the secession party, 1 call ‘upon them to see to it, that-the 
organization of the Southern Confederacy is entr usted to its 
friends and not to its enemies; to men who have been true to 
the cause of the South through evil report as well as through 
good report; to men who are thoroughly identified with it; 
whose fidelity i is above Suspicion, and who, in good faith; will use 
their best efforts to.secure the organization of a government that 
' will prove satisfactory to the people., Any inefficiency- or failure 
of this new government—any inconvenience or hardship that 
may ‘result from its establishment, will be charged upon the 
Secessionists ; and it. therefore behooves us to place this work of 
constructing the Southern Confederacy in the hands of its tried 
and its best fr iends. In stich hands we should feel that the work 
was safe and secure. Ix this way we may obtain a full guarantee 
that the rights of those whom we represent will be amply” pro- 
tected. ` Sir, I ‘trust-the Resolution will not be adopted. > It is 
unjust to our State, that now, in her perilous condition, she should 
be deprived of the services of some of her ablest citizens. It is 
‘ungrateful to those noble and gallant spirits who, in the face of 
every sacrifice and of the most bitter denunciations, ‘have accom- 
plished so .much for ‘the rights of our, people and the honor 
` of our State; ee now, at the very moment of the triumph of 
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the Southern cause, to which they have ever been so faithful, we - 
should repudiate and discard them, as: uriwortliy of the public 
confidence. Sir, I cannot thus discriminate against our friends. 


EJ 


MR. MORGAN said : 


He had desired that the Convention would not place any re- 
straint in its action in the selection of deputies to the Congress to 
meet-on the 4th-February, by a formal resolution ; but he was 
equally anxious that the-selections should - be.made from persons 
outside of the Convention and of the’ Legislature ;and ha hoped 
that a tacit agreement on, this point would relieve us from all em- 
i barrassment. As the resolution had been presented, he: would vote. 
forit, if it, was kept in its original forin, so! as to éxclude members 
of the Convention and of the Legislature. If the propositions were 
presented separ ately, he should - vote against both. Los. 

Our State adopted the principle. i in its, original organization that 
the Legislature should not-fill an office created by “itself; from its 
owl: membership; existing at the time the office was erated. I 
seė no occasion here to depart from this principle of government. 
I-would includè the Legislature for many reasons. The most im- 
portant feason.is, that this eléction onght’to go to the people. The 
people oúgbt to select their deputies. But we have not time -to 
refer the election to the people, and we.ought to make the nearest 
upproach we can to them, and select the deputies from their midst. 
They have selected their delegutes to this Convention, and their 
members to the Legislature, because’ they wanted, eertain.wen in 
certain positions. They had other men to represent them in Con- - 
- gress. We have abrogated these offices, and ereated others of a 
similar character under : a different Government. As it. was under 
the Old Government, so it should be under the New Government. 
These representatives should be selected “by the people or from the 
people. ‘ © i 

: It is no’ reflection on the Legislature or the Gonyention if we go 
outside of those bodies for our deputies. Iris rather a compliment 
‘to the State thatshe has many citizens capable of such high duties, 

A position in this bedy ought tó gratify any ambition. An honor - 
conferred by this body on ‘one or more of its members would be of 
gréat value, I confess; but it would be subject to a decided draw- . 
back ifwe should come under thé unjust censure of attempting to 
elevate our members to posts of: distinction, merély because they- 
are members of this body, and we have the power. There are 
gentleman on. this- floor whom I would gladly place in any high: 
and‘responéible position, but their constituents have higher claims. 


l1 > 


s. 
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on them than we have, and they have signified their preference. 
Let us abide by it. 


Mr. BRAGG said: 


That, in rising to submit a few remarks to the Convention upon 
the proposition ander consideration, he begged to be permitted to 
say that no feeling in refereneé to himself personally, had the 
slightest influence on his action here. If he had ever had any - 
appetite for political preferment:or high official pesition, it had 
long since- been appeased. -Neither his temperament nor his tastes 
led him to seek such things: that he.was here, a member of this 

‘Convention, was 6wing to no action of his own, but simply because 

: those, whose’ principles“he had been ‘called. on to vindicate as cor- 
responding with his own, had invaded his peaceful retirement and 
demanded such a sacrifice at his hands. - In opposing, then, the 
proposition of the gentléman from Jefferson, [Mr. Earnest,]. to ex- 
elude memVers of this Convention: and of the State Legislature 
from eligibility to the office of Deputy to the Southern Conven- 
tion, he was governed solely by considerations affecting great pub- 
lic interests, and the honor. and dignity of the State. -` 

The same reasons seemed to Mr: B. to justify his opposition to — 
the plan of confining the ejection of Deputies. to the respective 
Congressional’ Districts, presented themselves with additional force 
when applied to the still further restriction now proposed, He 
had deprecated the first step taken-in this direction, because he 
thought the Convention should-allow itself the broadest range of 

‘selection; and repudiating mere ideal lines ‘of demarkation, should 
‘appropriate the best material, without regard to locality, where- 
aver it could be found in the State. We are engaged here in no 
every-day work, no ordinary adventure ; but States and Nations 
waited on our action. While the present called aloud on us for the 
éxercise of the best faculties with which God had endowed us, the 
future no less demanded that we should look well to the instru- 
ments we propose to employ to réconstruct the fabric intended to 
shelter and protect posterity. He was afraid that gentlemen were 
taking too narrow a view of the great duty before them. , He knew 
the difficulty of breaking up.old habits of thought, and going out 
of channels along which we have been accustomed to glide smooth- 
iy; but new circumstances ought to inspire newideas. These were 
no times for resorting to mere routine, to continue to do now what 
we had always done, simply beeause there were somè who might 
expect it, and who perhaps had already trimmed their little sails 
to catch any popular breeze that might be passing by. Jor his 
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part, said Mr. B., he desired the largest liberty on this -subject. 
He was nót particular about, lines of latitude; if he could not find ` 
the right man in South Alabama he would go to North Alabama ; 
if he failed there he would go elsewhere. He protested against all 
restriction; he wished the whole field to be open for exploration ; 
he wished to seek candidates for this important position, and.did 
not wish to be sought by them—in no other way could this Con-. 
vention vindicate its own dignity, and atthe same time do-its duty ` 
to the people‘and the State. Mr, B. said, he was persuaded there | 
was a great error prevailing in the public mind in reference to this 
matter of confining this-action to particular Congressional Districts. 
‘Although it had been the uniform custom under the Constitution 
of the United States, and the laws of the States, to eleet members 
_of Congréss from the districts in which they resided, yet such limi- 
tation wag now strictly legitimate; and-it would have been allow- 
able. had the people. desired, and any«great emergency required it, 
for them to have .gohe beyond the’ boundaries of any particular 
district and selected for their suffrages any distinguished citizen ° 
in any part-of the State whose services they might have deemed it 
proper to demand. He [Mr. B.] remembered one: memorable oc- 
casion at least, on which this was done; when the distinguished 
Wm. B. Giles, of Virginia,.was taken up by the people and elect- 
ed a member of. Congress tn a district far removed from that ih 
which he resided; and ‘yet we are told we shall be- removing our- 
selves too far from the people in this election unless we give them 
a member from each Congressional District. Mr. President, said 
Mr. B., my experience has taught me that the people, when let 
alone, are often more capable of taking elevated views of public af- 
fairs than their agents., It was so in the case of the election of 
Mr. Giles, and if they could speak to.us to-day it would beso now. 
But much, said Mr. B., as he was opposed to being tied down 
to these Congressional Districts, he was still more opposed to the 
additional restriction proposed to be placed. upon the Convention 
by the gentleman from Jeffcrson, And here ho was sorry. to dif- - 
fer so radically with his friend from Tuskaloosa, [Mr. Jemison, ]_ 
. for whose fine practical talents he entertained the-highest respect 
and with whose views he had very often concurred during the sjt- 
tings of this Convention. That gentleman had said it.was a prin- - 
ciple with him, (and no man’ was more pertinacious in adhering 
to a principle,) that no deliberative ov legislative body should re- 
serve to itself to fill offices, which ‘the body itself had created. — 
Now, sir, said Mr. B., as-a general rule this may be a good one, but 
who would insist in its universal application? This post of Deputy 
is not an office of profit; itis not one that.can be ranked under 


te 
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the head of governmental patronage; it is not one that it will be 
necessary to fill at stated regular periods—leading to that suit of 
bargaining and huekstering that we sometimes see in public bo- 
dies ; but it is one that. grows out of a great and extraordinary oc- 
casion, not likely soon to recur, and presenting:no analogy in any 
of its features to what we ordinarily denominate public office. Why, 
then, seek to apply a‘rigid'prineiple to an exceptional case ? 

It would be remembered that before the accession of Gen. Jack- 
son to the Presidency, he enunciated the doctrine, that in dispens- 
ing the patronage of the Government, it should be done to the ex- 
elusion of members of Congress from’ all the offices of the country. 
The theory seemed to be unexceptionable, looking as i: did, like a 
sort of check to that tendency to management and corruption that 
marked the times. But no sooner had Gen. Jackson reached the 
chair of State’than he was the first to violate -his own principle. 
Looking at the mere abstraction it was well enough, but when he 
came to work the machine of governnient, like a man of sensé, he 
looked aroun for the best instruments, and ‘he selected: these from 
amongst those who by education and experience were best qualified 
to suit the purpose in view, whether they were found in or out of 
Congress. That is precisely what we ought to do here. Let us 
put off these unwise trainmels, and.take for our Deputies our best 
and ablest men wherever we.can find them. 


Mr. B. said that one idea advanced by gentlemen had greatly 
surprised him. We had been told that-unless we disfranchived the 
Convention and the Legislature in this election, and went out of 
them to select these deputies from among the people, we shquld 
excite the jealousy of the people, and be wanting in a proper re- 
spect for them by showing a disposition to absorb.the power which 
belonged to themselves. Mr. B. took a very different view of that 
matter ; the members of these bodies were the chosen recipients of 
the people’s favor and confidence; théy had been Selected on ac- 
‘count of their wisdom and experience to represent the greatest-pub- 
lic interests, many of them for a long series of years. If the ob- 
ject, then, was to vindicate the sagacity dnd intelligence of the 
people, how could it be better done than by making this election 
out of the material they themselves had furnished ?. It would bea 
singular way of evincing our respect for the people by'rejeeting as 
worthless and counterfeit, that very com whose face had been 
stamped by the people’s approbation. i l 

. Mr. B. besought gentlemen, then, to liftthemselves up to a com- 
prehensive view of the field of: action before them. These were 
no times when we should hearken to the small counsels of small 
politicians, and give ourselves over to the mandates of cross-road 
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caucuses, and little local arrangements looking te the. gratification 
of mere personal ambition, and heedless of. the great interests com- ` 
mitted to our charge. Was the poverty of intellect so great in this 
body that we -could find no one ‘here to represent us in this Cou- 
gress? ‘Was there so little wealth of mind and worth in the. Legis- 
‘lature that, that ‘body too must‘be excluded? Mr B. did not know 
~ how others felt on this subject, but for himself, when he lookel 
around and saw South Carolina selecting her best men for the ap- 
proaching Gongress—when he reflected. that Georgia, whose. prid ə 
it was to be first among the foremost in the great movements of the 
day, would unquestionably send sto that body her wisest and 
truest statesmen—when other States all around us might be ex- 
pected to pursue a similar course—he should feel mortified and 
humiliated at. the spectacle, if our own State, with abundant ma- 
terial out of which to make a most creditable sélectign, should con-_ 
tent herself by sending inferior. men to this important body; and 
dwarf herself down to mere’ mediocrity, when she ought ‘to pre- ` 
_ sent'herself äs a peer of-the greatest and best of her sister States. 
. The:State of Alabama is‘rich in intellectual treasures; let us group 
them all together ; let-ub take from the mass the purest and bright- - 
‘ est jewels, and combining these, let us throw into the approaching 
Congress all the light we can command. By doing this, we shouid 
vindicate the dignity of this Convention, exalt the character of the 
State, and bést consult the honor as well us the interests of the 
people. ` os 1 4 ik 


Mr. Yancry said: 


Mr: President—I am opposed to the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Jefferson upon principle. In its practical operation I 
have not the least interest. I may say; I hope without being 
. considered as egotistic, that nany members of the Convention 
have éxpressed a desire to have mé elected as one of the depu- 
ties to the Southern Convention, and that for reasons satisfactory _ 
to myself if-not to them, I have positively’ declined to have my 
. name considered in that connection: I- have thought it proper 
to allude to this, in order that my opposition to this proposition 
ofthe gentleman from Jefferson may be considered as upon prin- 
ciple, and notas upon selfish considerations. 


The Southern Congress’ will be composed of deputies repre- 
senting the people of Alabama, elected by this body. ‘The 
people have a right to a selection from their entire number, This 
proposition adopted will confine that selection to a portion only 
of the people; to'a large portion, it is true, but stil] it will be a 
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restriction to a particular class of the people. Besides, that ob- 
jection, there is another : it will be a disfranchisement of a portion 
of the people; a small portion it is. true, but still a part of the 
people ; a not inferior to any other part of the same num- 
ber, whether intelligence, skill in public affairs, or patriotism is coh- 
sidered. That this part ‘of the people that will be disfranchised— 
thas forbidden to aspire to this high trust, loses none of its impor- 
tance; in that connection, when it is considered that the people 
have heretofore selected them as worthy of their confidenee and 
trust. They number two hundred and thirty-three, and have 
each and all received the stamps of public approval, on the very 
issues which will yet agitate the public mind. 

The great: fundamental principle, lying at the foundation of all 
our institutions, is equality of citizens in our State, and its antag- . 
onistie princi iples, The recognition of privileged classes, has 
ever met with universal condemnation. That equality of ¢itizen- 
ship would be grossly violated by the adoption ‘of this amend- 
ment. Nomatter what:course delegates may individually take in 
making théir selection, let ùs not mar.our records; : by placing upon 
them, such a deplaration. 


ay ’ 
t ` ` 


“s 


Mr. y ELVERTON said: ; l , 


Mr. President—It is perhaps, proper that Ishould mention that 
I. did’. at. first favor this resolution, believing that deliberative. 
bodies should not create offices for themselves ; and without 
looking at the question in any other lightI.so expressed myself to 
some of the members of this body. _ But an examination of this 
question has satisfied me that the object sought, to be accomplish- 
ed by this resolution is not consistent with this view of the subject. 
{am still free to maintain my own position and approve, with all my 
heart, the general principle of this, resolution. But I am now 
satisfied that this proposition is full of mischief, leveled atcertain 
gentlemen, or perhaps at a certain gentleman; and not intended to sc- 
-cure fair competion to all. Again, sir, the elections to be made 
by. the Convention, and the places to be filled are of such vast 
magnitude, that they are placed beyond the reach of ordinary 
rules, and ordinary considerations ; and the men ‘should not be se- 
lected from mere favoritism. 

I was for separate State action first, and for the formation of a 
great Southern Confederacy next; and for everything necessary to 
accomplish these great purposes. ’ The people, | have the-honor to ` 
represent, were openly and boldly for these things. As their 
standard-bearer, by unanimous choice of their own, with these 
purposes plainly inscribed upon their banner | took it and bore 


j 
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it aloft over a field warmly contested. I paid my. devotion to it, 
in Open and free discussion, taking issue with Union, codperation 
and. submission, in all its forms and places: F was sent here- 
to honor, not to dishonor it; the first-{ will do by being true to. 


its principles, ‘and to its true men; the last I will never do. . 


I proudly jom.my voice and action with those. of the gallant ` 
and eloquent gentlemen from Pickens, [ Hon, L.*M. Stone,] and, 


Barbour, [Hon. Alpheus Baker,] and call upon, and appeal to, the 


gallant and true Secession members òf this. body to vote this 
measure down. I ask to make this appeal the more impressive, 
because of the decided manifestation for its adoption.. I make it 
in good faith, and under the impression that others.as well as 
myself have mistaken the object ef the resolution. I shall ex- 
empt the gentleman who introduced this resolutfon from the im- 
putation of mischief-making, and Į do-this because 1 know him, 
and believe him to have been influenced by a different motive; 
but those gentlemen, who are pressing it so earnestly in an easy, 


cautious way; I may-indulge the belief as to them, that they. are 


not, to say, the least of ft, prompted by a very gréat desire tq ad- 


¿vance the claims of gentlemen, who have ‘been. the most promi- - 
nent in the Secession movement. ‘Í could’ perhaps charge that 


some men, who were not themselves qualified: for séats in the 
Southern Congress, would aid to crush others, who had the quali- 
fication. I might use stronger language, and say, that a very dis- 


- tinguished gentleman was most eminently qualified, and that the 


object was to victimize him. ` l : , 

_ I am opposed, Mr, Presidènt, to lend myself directly or indi- 
rectly to such'a warfare; and if my suspicions be well-founded, 
the act would be in utter violation of my own sensé of propriety. 
I would be the last to desert the man who has labored'most to 
make Secession prominent. Sir, I not only believe it to be right, 
but I believe it to be the only remedy—the only passport from 
vassalage to freedom. The resolution, viewed in any aspect, is 
pfoseriptive, and -unjust on that‘account. The State has a perfect 
right to call into active service the ablest and truest men; and-we 
should keep an eye ‘to the service, and tlie effect of the service; 
and in ne event proscribe gentlemen because they have ‘been hon- 
ored with the confidence of the people. We may yet be told 
that in such men.the people had the greater confidence. ‘The 
résolution is softened by the amendment-proposed. by the honora- . 


ble gentleman from Perry, (the President of the Convention, ) but 


sir, | am for an open field, free-dompetition, free choice, and the 
greatest amount of ability and .experience, along with the truest 


 . men to’ the service and the principle. If secessionists believe 
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that this resolution is to prevent them from-sustaining one or 
_ more of the great and gallant men in this body, and the Legisla- 
ture, who have labored gloriously and successively fur the cause, 
they would certainly.do themselves great injustice, do violence 
to their constituency, and deal oppressively towards their own fa- 
vorites by voting with their énemies against their friends. Sir, 
so great is the demand for the most eminent ability id this State, 
now to be employed in this arduous and exalted service, that if 
there is evena doubt asto the propriety of the Resohition we should 
reject it. We ought to moye with abundant caution and circum 
spection. I think it equally clear, that we should not give pref 
erence to gentlemen, simply because they are. members of the 
Convention or the Legislative body. ; 

Mr. President, I warn the Convention to be‘on its guard. I 
am in favor of acting out openly and boldly, and for taking my 
share of all responsibilities in adirect way. ` No harm can result 
from rejecting the Resolution. , We are now covered up in secre- 

le í t à HES 
cy, :To' this, I have been, and am opposed, for the reason that 
I believe that the people, whose rights, interests, and sovereignty 
are in our hands, have a perfect:right to see, hear, and know all 
that we do for them, and‘in their name. They, may say that they 
would have protested against snch action if they could have had 
access to us. Vote for, and adopt this Resolution; proscribe 
your friends, including leaders and the acknowledged champions 
of your. cause; and then when the light breaks in upon your 
proceedings, well may outsiders exclaim: “the Convention pre- 
ferred darkness rather than light, because of its deeds were evil.” 
Sir, before I would place myself in that predicament, this right 
arm should- fall from my body. © I will not vote for the Resolution 
as a rule or an expression of opinion. It would work general in- 
justice and special ingratitude. l 


y | 


' There were some other speeches made upon this Resolution, 
and a great variety of amendments proposed, when Mr. .Webb 
moved the previous question, which was sustained; and upon. œ 
vote taken, the Resolution was lost—yeas 46, noes 50. 


The Convention then proceeded ‘to the election of Deputies, 
The election was commenced on the afternoon of Friday, and 
completed on Saturday, and resulted in the following selections : 


$ 


DEPUTIES FOR THE STATE AT LARGE. 


Hon. Richard W. Walker, of Lauderdale, ` 
Hon. Robert H. Smith, of Mobile, 


fae, 
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DEPUTIES FOR THE De 
Ist. District—Gen. Colin J. McRae, -of Mobile. * 


Qnd. Hon. John Gill Shorrer, of Barbour. 
ard.“ « W. P. Chilton, of Montgomery. 
4th “ “ § F. Hale, of Greené. 

5th. “ - “ David P. Lewis, of Lawrence. 


6th, “- Dr.-Thos. Fearn, of Madison: - 
7th “ . Hon, J. L, M: Curry, of Talladega. 


k 


l THIRTEENTH DAY—JANUARY TWENTY-FIRST. 


After the adoption of-a resolution offered by Mr: Dowdell, to 
remove the ee of secrecy as to all previous ` ‘btisiness of the 
Convéntion, the g gall ery| Was’ eit open. p 


1 
. * É p! 
l; i ; l 


7 


PROPOSED COUNCIL, OF STATE. | a 


Mr. Cochran ‘ealled up the Ordmanoë reportéd by the Gomme 
tee on the Constitution, to appoiñt a Council of State.: > 3 


Mr. SHORTRIDGE offered the following. amendment : 


« Whose duty it shall be, when required by the S tœ 
advise with him on all matters which may be submitted to their 
consideration; and that-a reéord of such consultation shall be 
kept: Provided, nevertheless, that the Governor’shall; in all cases, 
decide upon his own action.” 


Mr. Brox said: 


He waè épposed to the ai offered’ by the ELEN 
from Shelby.: He saw tio good. to result from’ its adoption. 
“The object of the Committee that reported the Ordinance was 
two-fold : first, to. afford the Governor that assistance which he 
required in. the altered state of our affairs, by giving him a Goun- 
cil with whom he could advise and ‘consult, in eases of doubt and 
difficulty, and at the same time would relieve him of much-of the 
actual labor now incident to his office. Secondly, it was intended, 
that while the Jabors o! his office were lessened, the Governor 
should be held to the full ‘measure of all his: responsibilities. He ~ 
is to Select his counsellors, and be accountable for his and their. 
conduct. The amendment proposed by the gentleman looks to a 
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division of responsibilities between the Governor and „his counsel- 
lors, the result of which would be unfortunate. - i 
a 


. Mr. SHORTRIDGE replied.: 


_ The proposition, Mr. President, which emanated from me, is a 
copy from the Ordinance’adopted by South Carolina, on a subject 
identical with the Ordinance now under consideration. So far 
from complicating the matter, as argued ‘by, the gentleman from 
Wilcox [Mr. Beck], its tendency is to make it plain and explicit. 
It provides that the Council shall advise the Governor, when he 
demands their advice ; that-a record shall be kept of their consul- 
tations; and, finally, the Governor shall decide on his own action. 
It occurs to me that it is wise and prudent that a record of the 
proceedings of the Council should be képt; and‘it is not less so 
that the Governor should at last decide upon, his own action, and 
be responsible to the country for that action. . 

I can assure the gentleman from Wilcox, that the proposed 
‘amendment is not, as he intimates, intended to embarrass the pas- 
save of the Ordinance. My course is dictated by no unfriendly 
spirit.: On the contrary, it is to meet and to remove objections 
which I know to-exist in some quarters. For my own’ part, I am 
prepared to vote for the Ordinance, with or without the amend- 
ment.’ Public good demands the establishment of a’Council; and 
the sooner the want is met the better. At the same time,-how- 
ever, I prefer to adopt the safeguards which have been thrown 
around :tt by the Convention of South Carolina. It is a good ex- 
ample, and those who follow will not greatly err in crisis like this. 


Mr. Barer, of Russell, said: 


We will probably have no use for this Council; The Governor 
will soon be surrounded by advisers, He is now surrounded by 
the wisdom of Alabama; -the Convention is here; the Legislature 
is here; the Supreme Court is here; the Attorney General is 
here. Certainly, in the civil department, the -best judgment in 
the State is now at the service,of the Governor; and -there will 
be no difficulty whatever, in the: way of consultations, fot every 
mah will-feel a pride and pleastire in being called on for his ad- 

vicé touching the interests of the State in this important day. 
' But it is said that the Governor, not being a military man, must 
have military advisers. The answer to that is: we are organizing, 
with ail haste, a Military Board. The military department will 
soon be in existence, and in active operation. It°will be a part of 
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the Governincute and the Governor and his Council, if he had 
‘one, would be compelled to yield, at last, to ne edicts of the lead- 
ers of the military department. 

If I thought that Alabama would remain separate from the 
other States, in her independent capacity, I might favor this mea-- 
sure. But it is to be hoped that we will soon be under a National ` 
Union. There will then be greater advisers over us; for then the 
wisdom of the Confederate or Federal Union will dispense its | 
guardian influences to.us. Thus; sir, we will have no need what-. 
ever. fur this ** COUNCIL OF STATE, ” The, Governor will. have 
the very best advice, without the creation of: this. new institution. 

Then, if there is no necessity for this, why erect a new and 
novel department of State, which will necessarily greatly increase’ 

our expenses? Sir, the State will suffer no injury by the refusal 
of this body to adopt this new plan. The people haye abundant 
confidence in:the Governor, and he can gep along just, as well : 

without this Council as with it. Let the wisdom of, the past ee: 
us confidence’ for the future. 

We have as yet suffered no terrible eana ae We have sé- 
ceded from the Union ; that is true, but the sun still rises and sets 
with itsaccustomed regularity, and shines with its usual splendor. p 
As long as the elements ate not convulsed, there is no necessity of 
creating a fictitious-state of affairs, whose. apparent aa will 
be caleuldted to-alarm | the people. z 


Mr. WILLIAMSON bid . : 

That he could not agree -a the gentleman from Russell [Mr. 
Baker]. The Governo? asks our assistance. Doubtlėss he is.of 
opinion that, he needs it, and thinks that it ig important for the 
State that the best and wisest of her sons should be called into 
Council. This request reflects great credit, on the modesty as 
well as the wisdom of the Goyernor. The Council should be es- 
tablished. 

Tt is not con templated that hig institution should be E 
but only for the time being. ` The Governor will use ‘them only sö 
long ag it may be important fer the State. 


- This debate was continued for some time by Messrs. Cochran, 
Webb, Yaneey, and others. When, upon a vote beng taken, the 
Ordinance was dolentads Ayes 40—noes 52, 
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FOURTEENTH DAY—JANUARY TWENTY-SECOND—OPEN 
SESSION. 


‘Mr. Darcan, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, made 
the following report on an Ordinance referred tu the Committee for 
the prohibition of the African Slave Trade: 


Mr, President—Your Committee to wham was referred an Or- 

dinance to- prohibit the introduction into the State of Algbama, of 
slaves, not born or-held to service in any one of the slave States 
of North America, have had the same under consideration, and . 
have instructed me to report that the power to regulate or pro- 
. hibit the Foreign Slave Trade will more properly belong to the 
Confederacy of the Southern Slavehulding States, when formed, 
than to any single State, and they believe this power will be as- 
‘sumed and exercised by said Government, _ 

But.it is the opinion of your Committee that such trade ought 
to be prohibited; and by way of expressing such opinion, and to 
provide, in the mean, time, agaihst’the opening of such. trade, the 
Committee have instructed me to report:an Ordinance upon‘ the 
subject, and to ask that the-same be adopted. 


Mr. DowpeLi moved to print.200 copies, and make it the spe- 
cial order for Thursday next, at 11 o'clock, A. M., which was 
carried. ° ' =f . 


= 


Mr.. Jemison made the followizg report: 


The Joint Committee on the part of the two Hauses of the Gen- 
eral Assembly and this Convention, to confer with each other, to 
ascertain and fix the respective duties of this Convention, aid the 
`- General Assembly, having discharged: that duty, instruct me 
to report, that it is understood and’agreed between the said Com- 
mittee representing the General Assembly, and the-committee 
representing this Convention, that the action.of the latter. body, 
shall henceforth be confined to such changes in the orgahbic law of 
the State, as may be demanded by the present exigencies, and 
that, with-this exception and such Ordinancies as have already 
been adopted by. this Convention, the whole business of Legisla- 
tion will be left tothe General Assembly. - : 

R. JEMISON, Jr., Chairman, 
on the part of the Convention. 
E.-C. BULLOCK, 
on part of the Senate, 
- S. F. RICE,- 
on part of the House of Representatives, 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO SENATORS AND REPRESEN. 
j TATIVES. l 


' Mr. DARGAN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, re- 
ported as follows: . 


Your Committe to whom were referred certain. resolutions, 
adopted by many of the Southern Sénators. and members of the 
House of Repr esentatives of the Congress òf the United States, 
have had the same under consideration. .They believe’ that the 
Ordinance of Secession adopted by the people of the State of Ala- 
bama, severs completely all the-comnexion between the State of 
Alabama, and the Government of the United States." That the 
State of Alabama is no longer entitled to, and ought not to ‘be | 
represented in the Congress “of the United States. Therefore, they 
have instructed me to report the following.Resolution : 


Resolver’, That our Senators and Members of Congress of the 
Government of the United States, at Washington City, be inform- 
ed that, the State of Alabama, is not entitled, to and ‘ought not to 
` be represented in the Congress of the United Statés, as ‘one’ of 
said United States: i 


The report of the Committee was concurred in and the resolu- - 
tion adopted. [For Senator Clay’s speech upon withdrawing i 
from the Senate, see ene, 


- COMMISSION TO WASHINGTON. 


Mx. Daraay, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions reported resolutions to authorize the Governor to “appoint 
two Commissioners to proceed to Washington City. 


Mr. -SHORTRIDGE enquired: 


.Doés this resolution emanate from the Committee, or is it an - 
independent preposition of the gentleman from Mobile %—[Mr, 
Dargan. | ; 


Mr, Daraan replied; —- 


The subject was discussed in * Committee, and I drew up this as 
what I supposed to be the sense of the Committee, but I did-not 
read it to the Committee, nor take a vote on it. i 
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Mr, Jemison said: 


Then, Mr. President, it is ont of order, for it is not in the 
legitimate line of a Committee’s duty to originate business. 


Mr. Warts said: 


] differ with the gentleman from Tuscaloosa, [Mr. Jemison. ] 
What is the use of Committees if they may not originate busi. 
ness? It is true, that usage has adopted a certain degree of for 
mality by which business is brought tothe attention of Commit- 
tees. -But these formalities are not essgential ; they have not ma- 
tured into absolute rules. ‘They are often inconvenient, and if 
followed strictly, produse great delays and vexations, Instead of 
facilitating tliey retard business, and tramp the action, not only 
of the Committees, ‘but of any deliberate body who adheres to 
them as absolutely binding. 

The Resolution embraces a subject of the greatest importance, 
and it ought to have been adopted long ago. 


Mr. CLEMENS said : : | 


‘Ido not favor this ao uBR Ther’ is no necessity for it. Shall 
we réenact the farce which has made the State of South Carolina 
rediculous? Shall we senda Commissioner to Washington simply 
that he may be sent back to us? Shall. we seek an insult that 
we ought to know is waiting fur us? No, Sir. Let the Gov- 
ernment : at Washington send "Commissioners tous. Ido not see 
what our Commissioners, have to negotiate for. The example of 
South Carolina is quoted. She was differently situated. We 
have our forts in our own possession, she had not. 


Mr. Daraan said: J J 


The views of the gentleman from Madison, Me; Clemens | 
have not escaped my reflection. I have worded the Resolution 
very cautiously. ‘The Governor is not bound to appoint Com- 
missioners immediately. It may or may not be necessary to 
send Commissioners. But I am not pr epared to admit that even 
the South Carolina Commissioner, Mr. Hayne, did no good by 
his visit to Washington. Mr. Hayne’s Commission was not with- 
out its good effects, as ‘will be seen from the correspondence 
which I read, [here Mr. D. read the correspondence touching M r 
Hayne’s interview with President Buchanan. | 


Mr. SMITH, of Duc OOS moved to strike out “two” and in- 
sert “one.” 
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Mr. SmIrH said: . 


‘Mr. President—I prefer that there should .be but one Com- -` 


missioner. This official will oceupy, to some extent, the position 
of a Minister. He ought to be clothed with sufficient dignity to 
command. attention, and the respect especially of the Government 
to which he is sent. It will not do to divide responsibilities or 
honors.. Tw6 Commissioners Would -not command:as much re- 
spect as one; because the more you concentrate honor, the bright- 
er itis; the more you concentrate authority, ‘the more potent itis. 


Besides, men do not like to divide their laurels; men do not: ¢are- 


to toil for honors unless they have a fair prospect of wearing 
them. ‘The best way to get good work out-of an ambitious man 
is to crowd him with all the responsibilities, and give him a chance 
for all the honors. l E a 

Again, sir, there is some trouble in getting audiences with great 
men. The President ean be more easily approached by one man 
than by two. Conferences'are more solemn when the numbers 
are few; therefore more confidential and more decisive. 

' One minister cannot, disagree with himself, therefore his' coun- 
‘cils Will not be divided.: ; He has no native pull him hack, there- 
fore he goes forward. He has nobody to lean upon, therefore 
he depends upon himself. - He has nobody to share his defeat, 
therefore he wars against discomfiture; .nobody to divide his 
honors, therefore he the more eagerly seeks them. l 

There is something too in the expense. In excitements, such 
as those with which we are now surrounded, we are too apt to 
feel and speak contemptuously of money matters; but true econo- 
my is a jewel wherever found.. Extravagance of Government is 
the crying evil: of our day.. It has been the fatal curse of the 
Government which we have just broken. Let us avoid this_in 
our beginning. Itis ino harm to have an eye to the expense. 
One Minister the less to Washington will give -us another for a 
-more important place. . 


Mr. Suorrrings.said: Le 


That he did not wish to be misundérstood. When he inquired 
whether or not the proposition was one directly from the Com- 
mittee, he did not intend to be understood as being opposed 
to it. He merely wished the Committee to be put right on the 
subject: He might, and probably would support the resolution. 
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Mr. BLUE, ` : i ‘ 


Concurring with the gentleman from’ Madison, [Mr. Clemens] 
and believing that there is no serious necissity for the official pro- 
- _ posed thus to be created, moved to lay the resolution on the table. 


Mr. Warts: 5. 4 


Requested, the gentleman from Macon [Mr. Blue] to withdraw 

his motion a moment. He did not agree with the gentleman 
from Madison, [Mr. ‘Clemens:] Alabama-had heretofore been a 
member of the United States. Having ‘assumed an independant 
position, it becomes her duty to let the former Government know 
her reasons for this, and her policy if need be for the future. Com» 
missioners should be sent to inform the Government at Washing- 
ton officially, that we have seceded; to propose terms of negotia- 
tion, offer plans of adjustment upon different qnestions; proclaim 
our Freedom, and demand the recognition of vur Independence. 

Such was the course of the fathers of the Revolution. ‘They 
did not wait for Great, Britain to send Cominissioners to us. The 
-best men in the new Republic were sent as Ministers to England 

to seek a restoration of umicablé relations; to secure a recogni- 
tion of Independence, ‘and tò establish international Commercial 
intercourse. 

The State of Alabama having assumed new powers, ought to 
seek to act up to the dignity of-those powers—and to arrest them 
to the fullest extent—not by words merely but by- acts. 

There are many grave and delicate points to be settled between 
the new and the old Governments. The object asserted in the 

. Resolution: is one of the greatest importance, and ought to be at- 
tended to at oncé. - - -E 

It is nothing to us whether the Government at Washington re- 
fused to’ receive the Commissioners from South, Carolina or not ; 
that refusal is no insult to us, and we should not so regard it.- We 
are not advised that South Carolina has construed the conduct of 
the Government at Washington towards her Commissioner as an 
insult. . South Carolina is amply able to protect her own honor. 

Sir, let us adopt this resolution. “It is our policy not only to 
seek a peaceable adjustment of our difficulties with the Govern- 
ment at Washington, but we should court alliances of peace with 
all the world. oe $ 


* 


Mr. WEBB såld : 


Are -we prepared to recognise the United States as a Gov 


x 
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EE Certainly. The effect of the Ordinance of Secession 
is-not to abrogate the United States Government: The with- 
' drawalof a State-does not necessarily destroy, the. Government of 
the United States, - Alabama stands, precisely toward the Govern- 
ment at Washington as she does toward thé'Government of France, 
Alabama is a nationality; sô ig the United States. ‘The United. 
States has not yet: ceased to exist as gn independent: power. 

‘Then, why not.send Commissioners to Washington? + It is ad- 
mitted that there are grave questions to be settled. They: must be 
settled,. either, by the pen, the voice, or ‘by the. sword. Let us 
seek a péaceable solution of our troubles. ... 


It is said that the South Carolina Commissioners have been i 
treated with contempt. Whetlier this be so, or not, itis of no . 


importance to us. let us put the Government at Washington in 
the wrong, if she chooses to take the wrong; but do not let us 
presume, in advance, that’she will take the 1 wrong. 

“To send these Commissioners will take nothing from the dignity 
of Alabama, as anew and independent State.. "On the contrary, 
it will show to the ‘world our. amicable intentions. i 

T have heard nothing yet in ‘the nature of a substantial gbjeor 
tion, and T shall therefore vote for the resolution. | 


ti es Hee 


Mr. WHATLEY said : 7S i ti 


& a 


. Mr. President—It is anaiei by enoni that we‘should 
not send a Commissioner to Washington, for the reason that the 
Government at Washington has refused toreceivé the South Caro- 
lina Commissioners, and. therefore we are absolved from all obliga- 
tions to treat ‘with them. : But, sir, is it true, in fact, that the old 
Government has rejected the ‘Commissioners of South Carolina? 


Although the first Commissioners were not receiyed, only as distin- _ 


tinguished citizens, yet, sir, even. at thts time, the State of South 
Carolina has her Conmtisgioner there: I read from the “Montgom- 
ery ‘Mail,’ of this morning, that Mr. Hayne is there, making his 
propositions, and that matters are-more pacific. 

But, .sir, if we admit, for the sake of the argument, that the 
South ‘Carolina Commissioner is not received, does that; justify us 
in breaking of negotiations?. Not at all. f: desire, sir, that if 
there is a collision: of arms, between the old: and the new Govern- 
. ments, that we shall.not be responsible for so: dire á calamity. It 
is our duty to hold out: the olive branch. of peace—to offet to ne- 
-gotiate and arrange all matters of ‘difference between us; and if 


way and bloodshed come upon the country, we can go before the - 


civilized. world exculpated from all. guilt, and released from all 
blame, and place the responsibility where it properly belongs. 
12 
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True, sir, we have taken the forts and arsenals within the State 
of Alabama; but we have’not taken them as a-robber or a tres- 
passer. We: have seized: the guns. lest they should be turned 
against ‘us, and become the instruments of our own ‘destruction: 
We had a right to take them; we are a retiring partner‘from the- 
common partnership, and we have a right to hold the assets in our - 
possession until the final settlement; particularly when we have 
not obtained our full share. - 3 aN i : 


Mr. President, we are ready to account, and we should send on 
our Commissioner, clothed with full power, to make the settlement, 
and bring about an amicable‘ adjustment.. But should the Govern- 
ment at Washington, refuse to treat, we impose upon them the 
fearful responsibility of rejecting our Commissioner. ` 


Mr. WILLIAMSON said ; ; 

I think the amendment offered by the gentleman from Tusca- 
loosa [Mr. Smith], should he accepted, and the Ordinance adopted. 
One Commissioner can accomplish ‘everything ‘that. can be accom- 
plished by two or more. As to the expense, I admit we should 
keep one eye, at least,on the treasury; husband our resources and 
prepare for the worst. But, sir, under the provisions’ of the Or- 
dinance the éxpense of sending one Commissioner to Washing- 
ton is a mere trifle.. It has been urged, as an objection, by sev- 
eral gentlemen, that if we should send a: Commissioner, he will 
not be received in his official capacity. Suppose he should not, 
we, at least, will have done our duty by having shown that we are 
ready to come to a fair settlement—thereby placing it out of thé 
power of our enemies to slander us by saying we were seizing 
everything we could lay our hands on, and refusing.to account for 
anything. Thus far the‘honor ef Alabama is untarnished. Her 
motto, “Good Faith and Fair Dealing,’’ should be strictly ad- 
hered.to by this Convention; as it will be vindicated, protected, 
and defended by her-sons, if need be, on the tented field. 


» 


# 


Mr. YANCEY said : 


That he concurred with his colleague as to the propriety of en- 
tering into negotiations, and having these questions equitably and 
peaceably.settled. He also concurred with him in the opinion 
that the Government at Washington was°a Government de facto, 
with which we could negotiate. I believe, however, that it is not 
a Government de jure. E cannot vote for the resolution, however, 
for several reasons, the chief -of which is that, dn the 4th of Feb- 
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ruary, a Convention of the.seceding. States will assemblé; and 
that. Convention will have jurisdiction over.the whole question, 
and. will be- the proper authority to. mike negotiations with the 
Government at Washington, as to all the public property in. all 
the seceding States. - , o že 6 5 foo lt 
The-example of South Carolina is not one in point. There-had 
been an understanding. betweéh the Government at Washington 
and that of Seuth Carolina, that the military. status of the forts in 
the harbor of Charleston should be preserved unchanged. . This 
understanding was viclited; and: the whole military power of the 
United States, in that- harbor, was - concentrated in Fort Súmter, 
commanding the whole harbor. ,-Though South Carolina, at once, 
possessed herself of all the other forts, yet Fort Sumter óver- 
looked and commanded ‘them all. South Carolina then sent Com- 
missioners to Washington to negotiate “upon that change in the ` 
military status of the United States troops in the harbor. The 
President refuset to receive. them, save as citizens of South Caro- 
linn, and referred their communications to Congress. The second 
Commissioner sent to. Washington by that State, according to the. 
best information we have, was to obtain the withdrawal of the 
United Statés troops from Fort Sumter. The -President has re- 
fused to receive him, as a Commissioner, and the telegraph informs 
us that Col. -Hayne has returned to Charleston. F 
- Now, Mr. President, Alabama occupies an entirely different po- 
sition. There is no such military exigency: now pressing on Ala- 
bama, and therefore. the example of South Carolina is not exaetly 
in point. eo Sna n 
Phere is, however, another view, Mr. President. Alabami is 
not-alone interested in this property.. Qur sister seceding States 
have equities in all the property in this State, lately held by the 
United States. - Alabama does not represent all the rights in this 
property, arid therefore she cannot settle these rights by negotia- 
tion. But in‘less than two weeks there is évery possibility that 
the Qonvéntion will assenible here that will representall the intér- 
ests of the seceding States in this property, and in like property 
in.allof those States. © 89, ST 
_ That Conyention then will embody the representation of all in- 
terests in the property outside of the Federal Union, and will take 
jurisdiction of thé question, and” doubtless negotiate with the 
Government at Washington upon the subject. - er 
In the event that this resolution passes, your. Commissioner 
‘night be found to have progressed“in his negotiation, and- agreed 
upon the basis of negotiation, and have nearly completed his la- 
bors: and at that point should a Commissioner from the Southern 


+ p . 
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Confederacy arrive in Washington to negotiate on -the subject, it 
would be found, perhaps, that- the Alabama Commissioner had’ 
proceeded upon the basis that his State was alone interested, and 
had otherwise so complicated the whole matter, as to render a 
satisfactory solution difficult, if not impossible. - .  “ 


I am for peace, Mr. President, and the only peaceful solution of 
this question is to recognise not only the equitable rights of the 
seceding States, but of every State of tlie late Federal Union. 
_ The forts are built on land, the title to which Alabama never held. 
The publie lands were ceded tò all the States by Georgia, and 
Military Stores and Custom Houses were made or purchased at 
the common expense of all the States. “It is true, in. withdrawing 
our State from the Union, all this property can be claimed by us; 
and if the sword is drawn, may be retained by the sword. But if 
we Confederate with other States, we must recognise the: equity 
that each held in this property when members of the same Union. 
And if we are determined to negotiate with the United States, we 
must also ré¢ognise the equitable rights of every member of the 
late Confederacy. « 


è 
hd t 


The most expedient mode of doing this, is to' carry on the nego- 
tiation through the Federal authority of the Southern Confederacy. 


Mr. Jemison said: 


‘Gentlemen speak contemptuously of expenses. Wemay so think 
and so speak here, but the people will think of expenses. There 
is an old saying that “ many mickles make a muckle? I tell this 
Convention that we are now running up a formidable bill for the 
tax-payers. We have already incurred expenses rashly, ‘and, 
without necessity, We have a large number of troops iw Flor- 
ida; they might as well’ be in the Moon, at present, for all prac- 
ticablé. purposes. The expense of a ‘measure is, of course, a 
secondary consideration, when that measure is an absolute neces- 
sity, or even when good sense and wisdom seem to favor it, 
But in this case there seems to me to be not the slightest neces- 
sity. It will amount not only to a waste of money, but-of time. 

The gentleman-from Montgomery [Mr. Yancey] is xight on 
this subject. Diplomatists move slowly. and- with great detiber- 
ation. The two or three weeks which remain between this time- 
and the time when our Provisional Government will, in all 
probability, be in full operation, would -hardly suffice to procure 
our Conimissioners an introduction into the presence Chamber 
of the President. 5 
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It seems to me thete is no more propriety or necessity in our 
sending a Coimnigssioner to: Washington tow, than’ in sending off 
Ministers to all the other Courts in Christendom, 
The amendment of the gentleman from Tuscaloosa [Mr. 
Smith] was adopted, and the Resolutions ‘passed. [For. Mr." 
Judge’s Mission and its results, see-Appendix.] - 
«+ ON PARCHMENT. 


Mr. Earnest, from the Committee on Enrollments, made the 
following report: 


ENROLLMENT OF THE ORDINANCE OF SECESSION 


* The Committee on Enrollments, to whom was referred the 
Engrossed Ordinance, withdrawing the State of Alabama from 
the Union of the United States, and who reported the Ordinance 
äs correctly enrolled on parchment, in pursuance of a-Resolution, 
have instructed me to make’ this supplemental Report—. 


- That ‘a copy of said Ordinance, written with indelible ink by 
Mr. Joseph B. Goode, of Montgomery, has been furnishedthe Com-: 
mittee, which being a neat and corréct’eopy of said Ordinance, 
they recommend that this copy be adopted as thé original,-and 
filed in the’ office of ‘the Secretary of State, and that the former 
copy of said Ordinance assigned, be deposited in the Historic 
Society*of the State of Alabama, at the University of said State, 
at Tuscaloosa. W: S. EARNEST, Cyaan. 


Resolved, That this Convention deeply’ appreciates the spirit of 
zeal, patriotism and disiriterestedness that indueed Mr.” Joseph 
B. Goode, of Montgomery, to voluntarily Engross upon parch- 
ment the Ordinance of Secession, as adopted on the 11th Janu- 
ary, 1861, > | 


_ Resolved, That this Convention hereby tenders its most hearty 

thanks to-Mr. Goode for the elegant and creditable wianner in 
which he has Engrossed the Ordinaiice—it being (as near as cir- 
cumstances would, admit) a perfect specimen of -Penmanship. 


Upon motion, the report was concurred ‘in, and the. Resolu- 
tions adopted. ` i ' 
. And, on, motion, the Convention adjourned till 10, A. M., to 
: morrow. ` 
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. FIFTEENTH DAY--JANUARY TWENTY. THIRD. . 
Mr. Dowpett asked a suspension of the Rules, to offer the 
following Resolution : 


Resolved, That -it is the. opinion of this Convention that the 
Navigation ‘of the Mississippi should remain free to the. people of 
the States and Territories lying upon it and its tributaries, and 
no ; obstruction to the. enjoyment of this privilege should’ be 
offered, except for protection against a belligerent,and unfriendly 
people. i . 

Not granted. 5 : 


Mr. Gromin Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tiotis, made the following report: ‘ 

The Committee on Foreign Relations, ‘to whom, was referred. 
a Resolution instructing them to enquire into the expediency of 
sending: Commissioners to New Mexico and Arizona, for the 
purpose, of securing the annexation of: those -Territories to the 
Southern Coniederacy as new States, have had thé same under 
consideration, and instructed me to Report, that they deem it 
inexpedient for the Convention to take any action thereon, as 
the same more appropriately belongs to the Southern Congress. 


Mr. Warrs, Chairman of the. Committee on the J udiciary and 
Internal Affairs, to which was referred “ An Ordinance in relation 
to the Collection of Debts, &c., reported that the Committee had 
had the same under. consideration, and had instructed him to re- 
port the accompanying Ordinante, and recommend its adoption 
as a Substitute for the que.referred : 


CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY. ` .- 


Be it Ordained by the people of Alabama in Conyentijon as- 
sembled, That full power to confiscate Property belonging to 
enemies at war. with-the State of Alabama is hereby invested in 
the General Assembly of this State. . And the power to suspend 
the collection of Debts, and all obligations to pay money due or 
owing persons, artificial or natural, in the non-slaveholding States 
of the United States of America, may be likewise exercised by 
the General Assembly of this State, in any’ manner they may 
see proper; any provisions in the Constitution of the State to 
the contrary notw ithstanding. 
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‘Mr. Snortripcz moved to refer the Report and Ordinance to 
the Committee on Pintas, and pake it ‘the special order for 
Trey at 12, M. i 


a 
a ae d >$ pe -x 


Mr. Lewis offered the following Resolution: 

. Resolved, That the Ordinance and amendments now before the 
' Convention be referred to the Committee on the J udiciary, with 
instructions to report an*Ordinance giving the. Legislature the 
'war-making power: until ‘the ‘formation of a Southern Confede- 
racy. 

Mn. onium ‘moved to lay thé whole.matter on‘ the table, 
but withdrew his motion to enable ; 


k 


Mr. CoLEMAN to offer die following: 


Be it:ordained' by the people of Alabari in, Convention as-, 
sembled, That the collection by law of any.and ¢ all Debts due, to 
citizens of non-slaveholding States which have passed “ Personal 
‘Liberty Bills,” ‘or tendered aid’ to the General Government to 
coerce a seceding iiss be suspended for’ nine months. i 


Mr. Wn said: Se oa 


The original ‘Ordinance which was 'refegred to dis E 
undertakes now to confiscatè the property within the borders of 
Alabama, belonging to ,the citizens of any of-tlie Liberty-Bill 
States. The Substitute Ordinance of the Committee proposes 
to give to the Legislature the power to do this whenever it may 
become necessary.. He prefetred greatly. this course. “Let the. 
eels act upon this Pyne at the peo poet PR _ 


Mr. ‘Suontarmox sajd : : 

Mr. Prosident-It occurs to me the Ordinance reported hy the 
Chairman of the Judiciary does‘not meet the question -boldly 
and’ fully. The Legislature of New-York, as we are officially 
informed, has actually tendered tø the Government at ? Washing. 
ton ten millions of money, to aid in the attempt-to subjugate. 
the ‘seceding States. - It is understood that Massachusetts, Maine 
and-Ohio, aiid perhaps other Northern States, have adopted’ sim- 
ilar coercive measures. This action-on the’ part of those States 
amounts to a declaration of war on Alabama. It, therefore, be- 


np e 
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comes this Convention, if it- would: preserve its own dignity and 
the honor of the State, to meet this hostile legislation in the 
most emphatic and decided manner. This is done, it seems to 
me, in the first section of the Ordinance I had the honor to intro- 
duce. It provides that the doors of our Courts’shall be: closed 
against the collection of such debts as may ‘be due from our citi- 
zens to citizens of such States as have assumed this warlike atti- 
tude, or have passed the so-called- Liberty Bills, or have judigially 
denied the right of transit, to. persons owning ‘slaves, with their 
property. The amount of indebtedness due from the South to 
the North amounts to several hundred millions of dollars. The 
people of Alabama owe probably as much as eleven millions in 
the city of New-York alone. Whilst I do not propose to violate 
the law of nations, I insist that, under the circumstances which 


_ surround us, we shauld hold in abeyance this imniense debt. To 


pay it now would be to drain us, and to bestow upon our ene- 
mies the means and the’ sinews of war. In view, too, of the 
pressure existing in monetary affairs, as a measure of relief, it is 
entitled to serious consideration. If the merchant is indulged by 
his creditor, he can indulge those indehted to him.:: - i 
`The substitute offered bý the Committee pròposes to leave the 
question to the Legislature on the happening of an actual war. 
I wish the Convention to act on things already developed, and to 
act promptly. I wish to let-the States of the North know that 
we are willing to meet the issue which they have presented, I 
wish them to know. that so long as the obnoxious laws remain 
unrepealed, and’ the hostile judicial decisions remain. in force, to 
which I have alluded, that neither the comity of nations, nor a 
regard for peace and tranquility, can make us quail, when dur 


honor is involved. 


` In the second section of the original Ordinance, it is proposed 
to release the citizens of Alabama fromn their indebtedness to 
Northern creditors only when those creditors endeavor to evade, 
by a transfer or assignment of their evidences of debt, the pro- 
visions of the first section. ‘This was deemed necessary to give 
vigor and effect. to those provisions, and reaches, and was only 
intended to reach su¢h creditors as attempt fraudulently to creep 
into our Courts. $... aa : Y 
I do not pretend,;Mr. President, that the original Ordinance 
is perfect. It was drawn hastily, and.in fhe midst of multiplied 
labors. It was intended to be more suggestive than otherwise, 
in the hope that wiser-and abler heads than mine, after examina- 
tion and reflection, would aid in bringing it as near perfection as 
may be.: l i 
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lt will. also be perceived, that it is contemplated to leave the 
subject, by my Ordinance, ultimately in the hands of-the Legis- 
lature. But now is the time for this Convention to make the 
proper reply to New-York, and this is the body on whom this 
duty devolves, .. Let us not temporize; nor fear to look dangers 
and difficulties like these full in.the face. See oe 
ith regard- to those sections which contemplate confiscation 
in the event of actual. war, I see no great difference in prinéiple 
between the original Ordinance and that reported by the Com- 
mittee. I am, therefore, indifferent whether they are adopted 
now by the’ Convention or not. -It may be time enough when 
hostilities. have commenced, to proceed to the extreme-of*cdn- 
fiscationn > , 2 > m l are T, . 


t 


a 35 « a 
Mr. Jonus, of Lauderdale, said : 


Mr. Président—The substitute of the gentleman .from Mont- 
gomery, (Mr, Watts,) proposes to confiscate all debts dug ‘by 
the citizens of Alabama to citizens of the Northern States at war 
with this State.- „I must confess, sir, that I did not like the propo- 
sition when it was first-read at your Clerk’s table, nor was my dis« 
like at all removed by the remarks-of the mover.of the substi- 
tute under cunsideration., I am: opposed, sir, to every descrip- 
tion of robbery. But when it is proposed to inaugurate a hew 
Republic by perpetrating a flagrant. outrage upon our just credit- 
tors, I must. signify my dissent, and, ask-to stand acquitted’ by 
the record from any participation in the deed. : 

Who, Tet me ask the gentleman from Montgomery, are the ene-. 
mies of ‘Alabama? -I do not greatly misunderstand the law, - 
whenever a ‘government declares war upon’ Alabama, every Citi- 
zen of that Government, whatever may be his private/ opinions, 
becomes eo gnstantt an enemy to our State, and must be treated 
as such under the rules of war. . p 

If this be true, and the President of thé United States should 
attempt to “enforce the law” (which is only'a honeyed phrase 
for invasion and subjugation, } then the merchant ‘of New York 
City becomes, by the legal construction -of this amendment, 
the enemy of Alabama, notwithstanding hé has recognised our 
Constitutional rights, braved the whole abolition pack ‘of his 
State, and wasted time and money, and lóst political caste at home 
in defense of our property. This amendment, then, proposes to 
do what I believe a great wrong. If is not only wrong in-mor- 
als, but it is clearly contrary to sound policy. `- < 

I think I may safely say that+nineteen:twentieths of the debt 
of Alabama, due to the North is-due to our political friends, — 
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Indeed, it is no great compliment to-Southern -merchants to 
suppose that they have traded to any extent with the enemies of 
Southern Institutions; and if they have not, then, it is.clear, that 
nearly the entire debt is due to those true.men of the North, 
who are now the sheet-anchor of our hope to 6ver-awe the Abo- 
lition army, that would invade, to coerce us, and thus involve us 
in an unnaturul fratracidal war. : ; 

These Northern men have a deep merit. in preserving peace. 
They are men of Gommerce ; and Commerce never fails to ele- 
vate the mental horizon, and expand’ the range of vision; it is, 
and ever has been the sworn foe of bigotry and fanaticism. 
These merchants have comprehended our constitutional rights, 
and acknowledged and defended our equality. They clearly see 
the priceless value of our productions, and stand aghast at the 
reckless folly of that pestilent “set, that would strike down the 
production of the great staple upon which the industry, the pros- 
perity, the,very civilization of the age depends. . , 

‘Then, siz, for years these merchants have carried on an exten- 
sive ‘and lucrative trade with thé Southern ‘people. They have 
found our pédple honest, liberal, and punctual ; they have trusted 
our merchants up to the very hour of Secession, relying on our 
spotless, uncorrupted integrity, . Then, let our honor be sustained 
—let these debts be paid to the,-last farthing. . But if this sub- 
stitute must pass, let us change its caption to “ An Ordinance to 
concentrate the entire North against the State of Alabama.” This 
will be a much more. fitting caption, and better adapted to the 
practical results of this measure, ‘It is also unneeessary and ppe- 
cipitate. - By the Ordinance of .Secession, you have destroyed 
the Federal Courts, and the foreign creditor will be driven. to 
seek his' remedy in the State Courts. It is now certain (and I 
deeply regret it,) that the present Legislature will pass some sort 
of Stay Law, by which the-collection of all debts will be delayed. 
Thus, time will be given to learn the policy and temper. of. the 
Northern people. on the subject of coercion. In the mean time 
the $11,000,000, due from our:peoplè. to the North will be held 
as a hostage for. peace. This is certainly a wiser course than 
hasty absolute confiscation as proposed by.the amendment. But | 
honest, prompt payment is better than either. 

I hope the Convention will place the seal of: its disapprobation 
both on the Ordinance and amendment, that, standing, as’per- 
haps we do, on the verge of a great revolution, in the progress of 
which the old land-marks of truth and justice may be lost sight 
of, will not at the outset demoralize our people by the perpetra- 
tion of an’act, which public necessity does not demand, and:sound 
morality eannot justify. 5 
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Mr. Suir, of Tuscaloosa, said: . - a 


Mr. President—The, subject of confiscation, as presénted in 
this Ordinance, is one of the most ihteresting, ‘as itis one of the 
most.important questions,that will come, before this Convention. 

The deliberate'act of confiscation, by the war-making power of 
a State, is regarded, amongst civilized. nations, as, equivalent to a 
deélaration of war. ` ei its e = 

It is not the -custém of nations to confiscate the „property of 
any, except théit actual enemies—enemies in wary not of ‘a po- 
litical enemy merely, nor of one that'raay hereafter become.an 
enemy. o : + eo a Pn 

Soine States, of 4 tyrannical powér, exercise the right of con- 
fisegting the property of their qwn ‘citizens, for treasons and 
other Offences; but the -question raised her‘é' has’ reference only: 
to the confiscatibn of the property of the State’s ehemies. = > 

; Sir, I maintain, that;-in a belligerant sense, we haye.no enemies. 
And I understand it to'be the desire of this Convention that we: 
should hot ‘so govern our movements -hére as‘to ‘create enemies. ' 
As I deprecate hostilities,.so I deprecate any ‘action whatever, 
upon this question, at this time, as premature. ‘ There-is no pe- 
cessity for this action yet. . Do you wish to provoke retaliations? 
Set the example’ here, and, your own citizens who own property. 
at the North. will be the first-to suffer ;. for in matters of money 
and property; the-people of the North are amply-able to protéct 
themselves; and they are proverbially as keen and sagacious in- 
their apprehensions as they. are quick in the exercise of their re- 
sourges, man ee * 


2, 7 A 
a * è = & Ea i 


“¢ 
Mr. Watts: ` ‘ bent a ' 


Hf the gentleman from Tuscaloosa, [Mr. Smith,] will read. the 
Ordinance, he will see that he does not interpret it properly. . 


Mr. SMITH: ;-- a + . im 


* . ' È = € ki 


The language of the Ordinance is not as distinct as is stated by 
the gentleman from Montgomery, [Mr. Watts.] There will be 
left, in it; an.open question for the Legislature. /The Ordinance 
ought not to carry On its face a doubtful meaning. An ingenious 
constructionist could strain a power which it might not be our in- 
tention to give., At the proper time, in-order to restrict the power 
proposed to, be conferred, I will offer a proviso, “That the powers 
hereby conferred on the General Assembly shall not be exer- 


P 
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cised except in case of actual war, or until hostilities shall have 
been commenced. 

. The gentleman from Lauderdale; [Mr. J ones] has the true con- 
ception “of this subject. - He has told you that this -confiscation 
would reach our friends first. How true is this; let us pursue this 
idea: In the city of New York, in the late election for President, 
our friends carried the polls by nearly forty. thousand votes! In 
the State of New York, in the same election, we were defeated by 
less than forty thousand majority. We have in-the State of New 
‘York, 313,000 voting friends—nearly half the. State—nearly 
enough voting friends to make four States as-:populous as Alabama! 
And it should not be forgotten that, in the city of New York, 
where our friends are forty’ “thousand majority, is due the bulk of 
the Southern debt, anil due to our friends. This debt might be 
confiscated, under the power you proposé to confer upon, the Leg- 
islature, by this Ordinance. vee 


In conneption with the idea ofthe number of our friends in New 
York, I will refer to another subject: A few days ago, we received 
a communication from the Governor of Alabama, transmitting to 
us the New York Resolutions, in which the Legislature of that 
State had offered aid: to the General Government with an appro- 
priation of 10,000, 000 of dollars, for the unholy ‘purpose of co- 
ercing the seceding States. I was not surprised at the feeling of 
indignation that seized the Convention, when the subject of the 
Resolutions was disclosed. I was not surprised that the reading 
of the execrable document was brought suddenly to a close; and 
that it was consigned to the oblivion ‘of silent contempt. Noman 
could read it or hear it. read, without feeling his blood burning his 
veins. But notwithstanding the hostile character of the docu- 
ment; in our more quiet and reflecting moments, we cannot forget . 
that those Resolutions expressed but the apinions of a dominant 
majority; an accidental power, which in a single turn of the 
wheel of political fortune, might be hurled from its position. The 
triumph. of party is transient. There is no stability in parties. 
There is no tenure so uncertain as political power. Especially is 
this true in New York. Ten years of its history will show as 
many political revolutions. + Yesterday. there may have been one 
hundred thousand marjority one way, to-day there may be two 
hundred thousand majority the other way. And I verily believe 
that ir the next election, the revolution which is now working. its 
rapid wheels in that State, will hurl this Black Republican party 
from power; and the same voice that uttered that threatening 
proclamation, will assume towards the South: the gentler tones of 
friendship, of sympathy, and, if need be, of assistance. The 
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question arises, then,.shall we destroy our friends? - Shall -we vast 
off those whose‘past conduct and present inclinations evince a sin- 


cere regard for our rights? In this moment of indignant excite- . 


ment, let us not depart frorn the true policy pointed out by enlight- 
ened deliberation. 


Sir, in every act, here we ought to look towards the preserva- 
tion of peace. This seems to be the iticlination of many. It is 
my intention thus to.act. . I am not one of those who have lost 
all hope of a restoration of our relations with the General Gov- 
ernment; I have not despaired of the Republic. I trust that, in ` 
the progress of a peaceful Revolution, a sense of duty on the part 
of our political enemies, will bring, them: tọ the footstool of jus-, 
tice; aud that they. will there yield to our reasonable demands. ‘I: 
have faith in this Revolution. For the first time, during the ex-. 
istence of. the Governniént,: the Norra is reading the sad lesson - 
by which she is taught practically, how ‘much she depends ‘upon’ 
our friendship, and how much she loses by the withdrawal of our 
trade. Trade rules the World. The prince merchant and the 
moulder of candles. alike depend upon trade. New elections 
which are to be had during this year, will present a great change 
on the face of Northern affairs. I cannot say that I believe all 
will be made right; but I do look forward with the fondest-hopes, 
that the day is not far when upon a basis perfectly satisfactory to 
the South, there may be a Reconstruction of the Government. - I 
pray for the day tbat may bring with it a redress of our- grievan- 
ces; indemnity for the past; complete and unequivocal guarantees 
for the future. E E a 

- Sir, we are in no condition to drive away our friends. We 
should do nothing here leading to hostilities. We shall not need’ 
to invade any territory. We will defend our own. In times of 
“peace, we may prepare for war.” [am ready to do this—this is 
the duty of every people who wish to preserve their liberties. I 
am ready to vote supplies to any extént. But [ would hold the 
Olive Branch above the Sword, until honor and safety should ad- 
vise the sad alternative of war. oh l , ‘ 


Mr, CLARKE, of Marengo, said: 


From the reading of the Ordinance, it appears that we but ton- 
fer a power on the Legislature to be exercised hereafter, only iñ 
time of war. I can see nothing objectionable in this. The sort 
of confiscation provided for in the Ordinance is authorized by the 
laws of nations, and generally carried out in times‘of war. The 
arguments of the gentlemen do not reach the ‘Report and Ordi- 
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nance, but only suggest objections to the exercise-of the power 
now, or to its exercise before hostilities are commenced. The Leg- 
islature could do nothing, under this Ordinance, except against 
persons whose Government might be at war with us at the time of 
the exercise of this power. l ` 


I do not adopt the suiggestions of gentlemen as to the friendly 
feelings of the people of the North. Gen. Sanford has already 
tendered his services, and the services of Regiments of men, to 
the Federal. Government. The New York Legislaturé has ap- 
propriated ten millions of dollars for the military use of the Gen- 
eral Government! God save us from such friends.’ 


That the Southern debt is large, need not bè denied. . There is 
no wish nor intention to avoid the payment of this debt: Every 
ereditor-who would pay without this law would pay with it, In 
actual war thé debt would necessarily be stispended and the cred- 
itor delayed. a i 

But there is another view of this subject. Gentlemen wish to 
preserve peace. I regard this as a peace measure. If the North- 

. ern people are so attached to money as they are said to bey may 
not the very idea of the confiscation of this debt, âs a necessary 
consequence of hostilities, keep down war? ‘There are more ways 
than one to keep peace. Harsh measures are sometimes necessa- 
ry to keep peace. Peace must besometimesconquered. It often 
requires armies moving with threatening banners, and assuming 
hostile attitudes, to keep peace. Prospective dangers promote 
peace. ` E 

This Ordinance, if adopted, will injure no man; but the North 
will be reminded by it of onc of the dire consequences of war, and 
this may have its effect towards the preservation of peace. 


Mr. Lewis said: 


The chief objection tó this Ordinance, in my mind, is that it 
gives to the Legislature a power and authority which ought not to 
be held by any but the war-making power. The power to con- 
fiscate property is an incident of war. The: Legislature of the 
State has not the war-making power. Iam disposed to give it 

_such power temporarily. . This power at present, so far as Alabarna 
is concerned, can reside no where except inthis Convention. The 
States have surrendered it to the General Government. That Gov- 

ernment lodged it and restrained it in the Congress. We have re- 

sumed it—but we have not yet prescribed the mode by which itis. 

to be exercised. : i . 
This war-making power, if the expectations of the people should 
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be realized, will be lodged. i im’ its appropriate place—in the Con- 
gress of the Confederacy, for - whose speedy construction we 
have made pr ovision. . 


Mr. Morean said: : 


This. matter had better be referred! “The Ordinance would nec- 
essarily be provisional and of short duration—antl it ought not to 
be allowed.to interfe with thé more important business, the amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the State. 


te $ 
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The question being « on Mr. Lewis ‘motion to P it was © 
carried. i i 
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SIXTEENTH DAY—JANUARY TWENTE FOURTH. : 


RECEPTION OF THE CADETS OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF ALABAMA. 


Mr. Webb, by dearest offered the: iovis preamble and reso- , 
lutions : ; 


~ 
A 


WHEREAS.. The Corps.of Cadets, composed of the students of 
the University of Alabama, under the command of Col. Hues, ` 
have, by authority of the Governor, presented themselves at the 
Capital of the State, in order thatthe Representatives of .thé peo- 
ple may have some practical knowledge of the operations and ef- 
fect of the Law of the last session of the.General Assembly of the 
State, establishing- a Military department of the University, and 
judge of the future usefulness and efficiency of the corps, in the 
event their services should be needed by the State ; ; 


Resolved, first, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
act in concert with a Joint, Committee of the General -Assembly, 
to make such arrangements for the reception of the Officers and 
Corps, and for- ascertaining, in such. mode as they deem best, their 
progress in maitari EE 


Resolved, au That a copy. of these. resolutions be presented, 
by the Secretary of the Convention, to the President of the Sen- 
ate and Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Re 


S 


A 
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The resolutions were adopted ; and the President appointed, on 
the Committee, on the part of the Convention, Messrs, Webb, 
Clemens and Shortridge. ` 


Message from the House of Representatives, delivered by 8. B 
Brewer, Assistant Clerk of the [louse of Representatives. 
House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 24, 1861. i 
Mr. President—The House of Represettatives, having adopted 
a similar resolution to that which was contained in the communi- 
cation from your body to the House, relative to the -Corps of Ca- 
dets from the University of Alabama, now present‘ at the Capital 
of the State, request me to communicate to-your body, that they 
have appointed Messrs. Hale, Tait of Wilcox, and Irby, as the 
Committee, on the part of the House of Representatives, to make 
such arrangements for the reception of the Gorps as they may think 
proper. : S. B. BREWER, 
Assist, Clerk House Rep. 


-The Senate, through Mr: Taul, its Secretary, reported, in a 
Message to the Convention, that that body had appointed a Com- 
mittee to act with the Committees from the House of Representa- 
_ tives and of the Convention, for the purpose of mukiog arrange- 
“ments for the reception of the Qorps of State Cadets sider tt the 
command of Col. Hues. Megsrs. Toulmin, MeIntyre, and Jack- 
son; are the Committee on the part of the Senate: 


THE NAVIGATION OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


Mr. Yancey offered a resolution in reference to the navigation 

of the Mississippi river, and moved its‘adoption, _ 
: | 

Mr. YANCEY said: ; 

That the resolution offered by him was designed to meet a state 
of public opinion in the North-Western States, which, based ‘as it 
Was upon a: misrepregentation’ as ‘to Southern views, is s to, be re- 
gretted, aud to be removed if possible. 


f 
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We have a. few intelligent friends in the North-West, who are 
embarrassed in thcir efforts to set our cause in a proper light be- 
fore that: community, by this very. question. 

L have not the least-doubt that-it has never been intended by 
any of the seceding States to shut out the. commerce of the States 
lying on the J Mississippi and ‘its branches, from egress through the 
mouth of that great stream. And { would have: that. inteation 
expressed by the seceding States. ` 

Some restrictions should be laid upon the commerce of the 
States of the Federal Union passing over the mouth of the Missis- 
sipi. As all who pass over it have the benefit of lights and buoys; 
necessary to its safe navigation; all such should, of course, pay 
some charge necessary to an equal distribution of these burthens. 

Our peculiar domestic institutions, too; may require some Jaws 
to be observed: by foreign citizens navigating said stream, through 
the seceding States ; and the ‘resolution provides: for that policy.” 

I believe, Mr. President, that the policy of the South, of the 
cotton-growing States, should be to leave Commerce as unrestricted 
as possible, having reference to our State and Federative necessi- 
ties. “Free Trade” should be our motto; and as, in my opinion, 
these natural and commercial affinities between ‘the South and the 
great North-West, however unnaturally disturbed by the preval- 
ence of certain fanatical ideas, there prominent, I bélieve that it 
would be wise for the South to combat tt e fanaticism of the North- 
West with the more enlarged, and enlightened and friendly com- 
mercial policy indicated in my resolution. 

Offered in a spirit of comity, I have no doubt. that the people of 
Louisiana and Mississippi will look upon the resolution as one in 
which all their seceding sisters are interested. 


Mr. Dowdell offered the following, a as a ibenta for Mr. Yan- 
cey’s resolution : 


Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention that the 
navigation: of the Mississippi river should remain free to the States 
and Territories lying. upon it and its tributaries; and‘no further 
obstruction to the enjoyment of this privilege should be offered ex- 
cept for purposes of protection against a belligerent and an un- 
friendly people; laying such tonnage duties as may be’ necessary, 
to keep open and make safe the navigation of the mouth of said 
river. 


Mr. Smith, of Tuscaloosa, moved to lay both the resolutions on 
the table, and print theni, and that they be made the special order 
for Saturday, a January. Lost. 
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Mr. SMITH, of Tusealoosa, said : 


The resolutions present many interesting and ‘important ques- 
tions. - I am not unfriendly to an expression of opinion on this 
subject. On the contrary, I think it eminently proper that there 
should be some action had upon it. But it will be observed, in 
looking around the Hall,-that there is hardly a quorum ef the 
members present; and it is now within fifteen-minutes of the time 
of our regular adjournment. This is doubtless the reason why so 
many members are absent. I suggest the propriety, and I appeal 
to the gentleman, from Montgomery:.[Mr. Yancey], that a vote 
upon the Resolutions be delayed until tomorrow; and if it be agree 
` able, I move to make this proposition the special order of the day 


for to-morrow,-at 12 o’clock. l $ 
[Objections were made]. _ Fk 


Mr. Smrra—I am determined, in justice to the absent mem- 
bers, that the vote shall not be taken now. Gentlemen know very 
well that, by parliamentary strategy, a vote may be easily pre- 
vented. This course would be perfectly legitimate now. Still I 
would rather not’resort to it, and D-again request that the question 
be delayed by consent; or I shall feel it my duty to move a call 
of the Convention, in order that the absent members (nearly half 
of this body), may have an opportunity of recording their votes, 
and of expressing their views on the Resolutions. The gentleman 
[Mr. Yancey,] has urged, in his argument, the vast importance of 
the subject, and has evén referred to the war aspect of the ques- 
tion. A desire to cultivate peaceful relations with the North- 
West, is most laudable; and the main difference between my 
views and those of the mover of the Resolutions, I apprehend, will 
be, that I am in favor, at this time, of going much farther, and of 
declaring that no obstruction whatever should be thrown in the 
way of the free navigation of the Mississippi river, so far as the 
States are concerned, ` per 

But I will not now make an argument; and as the gentleman 
seems determined on having an immediate vote, in order to pre- 
vent that, I move that the Convention adjourn, and call the ayes 
_and noes. = 


‘The motion to adjourn was lost. 


The question being on the adoption of the substitute, the ayes 
and noes were demanded; and pending the call, the hour of 4 
o'clock arrived, and under the rule the Convention stood adjourned - 
until 10 o’clock A. M., to-morrow. 
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SEVENTEENTH DAY--JANUARY TWENTY- FIFTH. 


RECEPTION OF THE CORPS OF CADETS: OF THE 
. UNIVERSITY, 


Mk. WEBB, by leave, made a ‘Report from the Joint Committee 
of the Convention: and General Assembly, of the programme of re- 
ception of the*corps of Cadets. 


The Joint Conimittee of the ‘Convention and. General Assembly, 
beg leave to report that they have waited upon the Officers and 
Corps of Cadets of the University.of, Alabama, now on a visit. to 
the Capitol, and ae ‘the following i a for their- Fe- 
ception : ; 


- The Converition, General Assembly, Gormo and’ othr Otters 
of State, will receive the Alabania Corps of Cadets in front of the 
Capitol to-day at 12 M., when an address will be delivered by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and replies by the Ofi- 
cers- of the Corps. ` After which the Corps will be Reviewed by the 
Governor, and the presiding officers of the Corivention and General 
Assembly; and a Company or Battalion Drill will be had. 

` J. D. WEBB, 
Chairman of Committe. 


(> 


N AVIGATION oF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


The Convention proceeded with the business under consideration 
when it adjourned yesterday, which was Mr. Yancey’s resolutidn, 
with pending amendment, upon , ‘the subject of the Navigation of 
` the Mississippi. 8. N 


Mr. SMITH, of Tuscaloosa, ofred the following . substitute, 
coupled with a, motion to postpone : 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention A Naoi: 
tion of all the Rivers within the limits.ef the United States, as the 
Union lately existed, ought to be, and remain open and free to the 
citizens of all the States which composed the Union. 


Resolved, That in the opinión of this Convention, the system of 
Free Trade, as it existed between the said States before the disso- 
lution of the Union, be and remain as it was before the dissolution. 
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Mr. YANCEY said: 


That he could not vote for the motion, though desirous of yield- 
ing al} proper courtesy to the gentleman from Tusculoosa, [Mr. 
Smith,] for the reason, that it in some measure undermined the 
Ordinance of Secession. That Ordinance separates us, rvot and 
branch, from the late Federal Union. The resolution of the gen- 
tleman from ‘Tuscaloosa, [ Mr. Smith,] réconstructs the most mate- 
- terial elements of the late Union into a Commercial Union. We 
all know that the Articles.of Confederation -wére set aside, simply 
because. each State could obstruct as it pleased commercial rela- 
. tions with its sister States. The Union. had its birth in that dif- 
ficulty, and was based very largely upon its adjustment. ‘The reso- 
lution, then, of the gentleman from Tuscaloosa, calls upon this 
body to recede, and adopt the fundamental policy upon which the 
late Union was based, and give to-the Commerce of Maine and 
Massachusetts the same privilege upon our navigating rivers, as 
the citizens of the seceding States possess, 

The policy is broad, comprehensive, profound, and its effects 
would be a discrimination in favor of New England Commerce 
against European Commerce. It would effect extensive privileges 
in favor of the citizens of States now using every effort to subdue 
us, against á Commerce that seeks our shares upon liberal. and pa- 
cific principles. a= a 

I move to lay the substitute on the table. .This motion prevailed. 

š p 


The President announced the next question to be, on Mr. Dow- 
dell's amendment, and Mr. Yancey accepted it. 


Mr. YANCLY’S original resolution as amended, reads thus: 


Waerras,-The Navigation of the Mississippi River is a ques- 
tion in which several Northern States and Suuthetn States, yet in 
the Federal Union, are deeply-interested ; oe 

And whereas, the people of the State of Louisiana are about to 
cousider of the propriety of seceding from said Union; And 
whereas, the Mouth of said River is within the boundaries of said 
State ; 

And whereas, this -isa subject which will properly come under 
the consideration of the Convention of seceding States to meet on 
the 4th day of February; > l 

Be it Resolved, That it is the deliberate sense of this Conven- 
tion, that the Navigation of-the Mississippi River, to the people of 
the States and Territories of the Federal Union, residing upon it 
and its tributaries, should remain free, and no restriction upon the 
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privilege should be made, further than the tonnage duties, to keep 
‘open and make safe the navigation of the mouth, of said River, and 
for purposes of protection against a beligerent and “unfriendly 
people. 

The: question being now upon the adoption of the resolution as 
amended, it was adopted. 


REVIEW OF CADETS. 


_ Mr: ‘IrBy, from the House of Répresentatives, announced t to the: 
Convention that the: House was ready to attend to the reception of 
the Cadets. © ; 

The Convention thereupon took . à recess, and repaired to the ` 
front steps of the ‘Capitol, and assisted in the demonstration ac- 
_ cording to the programme announced by the Joint Committee. 

This Corps of Cadets of Alabama, a fine. body of young men, 

numbering about 125, under command of Cor. Hues, the accom- 
plished “Military Commandant, and Dr. L. C. GARLAND, the Presi- 
dent.and Superintendent, were thus-compliménted with a public 
reception by the two Houses of the hegislature of Alabama, and . 
the Convention. ` After going through an admirable drill on the 
Capitol grounds, the Corps was Reviewed by Gov. Moors, and an 
address was made to them, in behalf of the two. public bodies by 
Hon. A. B. MEEK, Speaker of the House of Representatives. To 
this, responses were made by Col. Hurs and Dr. Gartanp. The 
scene, altogether, was á highly interesting one, and indicative of 
the spirit’ of the times. 

This Reception was followed by a COMPLIMENTARY BALL to 

the Cadets, given by the citizens of Montgomery. 

. The friends of the State and of the University had great cause 
to congratulate themselves on, the. handsome appearance and the 
-admirable demeanor of the young g gentlemen composing this Corps, 
‘during their stay at the Capitol. 


3 


AID TO THE SECEDING STATES AGAINST COERCION, 


Mg. CoLEMAN called up his resolution offered heretofore on the 
12th January, 1861, as follows : 
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« Resolved, By the people of Alabama in Convention assembled, 
that they pledge the power of this State, to aid in resisting any 
attenipt upon the part of the Government of the United States of 
America, to invade or coerce any of the seceding States.” ` 


Mr. Baker, of Barbour, offered to amend by inserting after the 
word “seceding” and before the word “ States,” the word slave- 
holding, which. was accepted. l 


Mr. CoMaAn:offered to amend by adding the- following: Pro- 
vided such seceding State, or States, are not averse to entering 
into a Southern Confederacy, based upon the principles of the 
Federal Constitution. l 

MR. DOWDELL moved to strike out Mr. Baker’s amendment, to- 
wit: the word “ slaveholding.” ' . 


4 . 
Mr. DOWDELL said: 


I have made the motion to strike out the words indicated not 
without consideration. The rosolufions ds ofiginally introduced 
meet my approbation. As the great right of a sovereign State to 
resume her delegated powers for reasons satisfactory to herself and 
for purposes of safety and liberty, has been asserted, I see no rea- 
son why shonld withhold her sympathy or her power, if necessary, 
to aid in the vindication of that right, any other sister State. To 
much said by my eloquent friend from Barbour, [Mr. Baker,} I 
give my hearty concurrence. And yet I think his opposition to 
the motion which I have made, limits the very principle for which 
L am contending, and defeats the policy which he himself designs 
to promote. He is willing to pledge the power and resources of 
Alabama to aid any slaveholding State taking a similar position of 
independence. I go with-him inthat.’ And I go one step further. 
It is not possible that any hostile State bent on coercion, through 
the agency of the Federal Government, will secede from the Fèd- 
eral Union. But it is possible. I hope probable that some of the 
western and north-western States will oppose coercion. They are 
-~ united to the South by strong natural ties—a link stronger than 
hooks of stéel binds them together. The great Mississippi River 
insures friendly feeling between those who occupy. its mouth: and 
those reside upon its head waters and its tributaries. . Suppose now 
the populous North should make war upon us for purposes of con- 
quest or subjugation—we are few in number—we have aggressed 
upon nobody—we have not. wronged them—we ask simply to be 
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let alone—we have dealt justly by, them—we propose nothing but 
what is just.ind right—we fight on the defensive, to preserve in- 
tact our altars and firesides, Are we not in a condition to’ chal- 
lenge the admiration of mankind, and to claim and: receive the 
sympathies of the good‘and. pure all over the world? In: this 
state-of affairs, when Alabama shall be struggling manfully, pa- 
triotically, for the‘dear bought inheritance of their fathers, some 
one of the great States of the north-west, following the example 
of a patriotic Senator of that seétion, [Mr. Pugh,}| who -stood up 
manfully for State Rights and Southérn Rights against the preju- 
dices of the North, throws herself in the bréach—stems the tide 
of tyranny and arrests the march of fanaticism—shall we withhold 
the power of Alabama from her assistance-when the enemy shall 
have turned upon stich an ally? .Shall we not rather pledge ‘all 
that we have’and are to her support? ' -Would not our sympathies 
gather around her—her ‘success’ become our success=lier defeat 
our defeat? And would not our gallant sons rush to thé rescue 
of her sons thus. struggling in our own behalf against a common 
enemy? Who doubts: it? Then if we say -anything about 
pledging our assistance, let us say all that our hearts approve, 
and our actions will vindicate when the time comes.‘ Let us not 
limit the principle, but assert it fully, as we doubtless mean its 
application. In this great controversy of State independence 
against Federal tyranny, the friends of States rights are our friends, 
and we arë and shall be their friends. Relying confidently upon 
the strength of our cause, and the ability of our own sons to main- 
fain our own independence, we shall not and ought’ not to -with- 
hold our aid from an ally in the same cause, and reject codperation 
come from quarter it may. For these reasons I have made- the 
motion to strike the words indicated from the resolutions, so as to 
ledve them-as first introduced, susceptible of thé largest application 
of the principle set forth. = -% A 


Mr. Crook said: — 


Mr. President—It does appear to me, that the debate on the 
Resolution offered ,by the gentleman from Sumter, when we take 
nto consideration their plain, positive and unmistakable character, 
has assumed a very wide range, and-one not likely to bring about 
such, an expression of. opinion with that promptness and dispatch 
which is desirable to me, and which the protracted session of. this 
Convention, in my opinion, justly demands. Why, sir, this Body 
has been near three weeks. in session, and has-had under consider- 
ation, the most impertant ‘subjects ever entertained by a delibera- 
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tive assembly; subjects vitally affecting the rights and liberties of 
the Republic. . How important, then, that these useless debates 
should cease, and that we should engage in the discharge of our 
legitimate duties. So far as the amendment: of the gentleman from 
Barbour is concerned, it is not needed to give expression to the 
views entertained by the people of the State of Alabama; for, if 
I understand the object of the Resolution, it is.to give an- expres- ` 
sion of our views on the great principle of State sovereignty, by a 
pledge of our sympathy and material support to all such States as 
now have assumed, or .may assume to act for themselves, as the 
Republic of Alabama has done. The principle is the same. 
whether the act be the act of a Slaveholding or a non-Slavehold- 
ing State. True, a similarity of interests and institutions might 
justify a more determined support to the action of the one than of 
the other; yet the great principle of human rights. would be in- 
volved alike in both; hence I look upon the amendment as un- 
called for at this time, and bélieve, under all the attendant circum- 
stances, it would have been better to have adopted the Resolution 
in its original‘form. My opinion, then, is that the amendment 
is objectionable alone, on the ground that it was, and is unneces- 
sary to a just expression of the views of this Body on thé subject 
matter under consideration. But, sir, to the amendment ofthe 
gentleman from Limestone, I have insuperable objections. What 
does he propose? If my understanding is correct, he proposes to 
sacrifice Principle upon the altar of Interest. He' proposes aid 
and comfort, not to all of those States occupying the position now 
occupied by our own beloved Alabama—relying upon the God of 
battles, and the brave hearts, and strong arms of her fondly cher- 
ished sons, for support in this her time of trial—but inserts a pro- 
vision requiring a sovereign power to perform certain acts, amongst 
which is that of joining a Southern Confederacy, before we will 
give them that aid which a kindred act entitles them to -expect 
from all those engaged in'the same holy cause. If a State has 
the right to secede, which. is no longer a question in Alabama, she 
then has a right to set up for herself, independent of all the pow- 
ers of the world. And whether her decision be to remain a sepa- 
rate power, or unite her destinies with other States in a Southern 
Confederacy, is a matter proper for the decision of her own peo- 
- ple without regard to what may, or may not, be the views and 
opinions of others. I contend, sir, that there is a great principle 
involved in the decision of this question. So well am I satisfied 
that the great question of independent State action is involved in 
` this decision, that I shall most assuredly record my vote against 
the Resolutions, though fully approved by me in its original 
shape, if this amendment shall be engrafted on it. With due respect 
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for the opinions of the gentleman from Tiei ir Coman], 
which induced him to offer the amendment, I wonld'ask bim to 
withdraw it. It cari’ do no possible good’; and, with a little re-. 
flection, I feel satisfied that he must ¢ome to‘ the conclusion that 
it conflicts. with both the views and acts of a majority of this, 
Body. * Now, sir, in ordet to’put a stop to this protracted dëbate; 
so that the Convention ‘may proceed. with business -now requiring 


action, [move to lay the amendments ‘on the table.. _’ 

Mr. ‘Burger said: ; i cn. Sa ie 
Mv. President—I appeal to.the gentleman from Calhoun, (Mr. 
Crook,] to withdraw his motion to lay the amendment on the ta” 
ble for one moment, to allow me to explain the course that I feel 
it my, duty to, pursue, on ‘the subject now under considgration: 
(The motion to lay on the table being withdrawn, Mr:. BYLGER 
continued :] Mr. President+-The' position that- I-oceupy in ‘this 
Convention, renders it necessary for me to explain: the reasons. 
that induce me to give the vote that I will give on the subject now. 
pending. Sir, I regret that the Resolutions. were introduced, be: . 
cause ‘they are büt a reiteration of declarations already made. by 
the Convention, by which every memiber upon this-floor, and every 
loyal citizen of the State of Alabama, is bound, and for the main- 
tainance of which all that wé have, and all that we are, is pledged. 
But as they are here, they must be disposed of. Iam-notentirely ` ` 
satisfied with the Resolution as.introduced; hence I will ‘vote for — 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from Barbour [Mr. Ba-: 
ker], which proposes to strike out Southern States, because I 
am unwilling to withhold our friendly. greetings from any of: the 
border Free States that may desire to secede and join us in ar in- 
- dependent Confederation... But. this amendment adopted, and it 
is thought the Resolutions are top broad, and’ the gentletnan from 
Limestone, [ Mr. Coman,] offers a proviso, which restricts our en- 
couragement to States seceding with the intention of joining with 
us in a Government. This amendment the.gentleman from Mo-. 
bile, [Mr. Dargan,] opposes, he says, because if. New Hampshire 
and Maite were to secede, they would be entitied to our sympathy. 
and our respect,” In this I disagree with the gentleman.” Sup- 
pose, sir, Vermont and Massachusetts..were to secede from the . 
Union because the General Government concedes to the Southern 
Slavelididing States “their just and constitutional ‘rights; then 
would the gentleman say those’ States, seceding for this cause,, 
would be entitled to‘our support in resisting coercion’ or invasion? 
I suppose not. °°" : Be T i 

13* 
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Then let us say what we mean—let us adopt both the.amend- 
ment of the gentleman.from Barbour, and the proviso offered by 
the gentleman from Limestone, and then adopt the: Resolution. 
Then we pledge all the resources of. the State to the support .of 
such States as have, or, may hereafter secede, with an intention of 
joining with us in a common Government, whether it be South 
Carolina, Texas, Indiana, Ohio or Pennsylvania, and withhold all 
encouragement from States that may secede for other and different 
purposes, whether they be Slave or Free. For these reasons, sir, 
-I will vote first; for the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
‘Barbour, and if that be adopted, I will then vote for the proviso 
offered by the gentleman from Limestone, and if that is adopted, 
I will vote most Cheerfully for the Resolution thus amended; but 
otherwise, [: will vote against it.  . > ` 

After some further discussion, the: Resolution was passed over 
without-a final vote. `° i 
4 t! 


4' 


aa ar 


DEBATE ON THE RE-OPENING OF THE AFRICAN 
. SLAVE TRADE. l 


Special order under consideration again. . 


‘The question was upon concurring in the Substitue -of tke 
Committee proposing it for the original of Mr.. Posey, which had 
been referred .to them. 


a 


Mr. Posty offered an amendment : oe 


Amend the second Resolution by adding to the same the words, 
“not below the grade of felony:” 


Mr. JoNES, of Lauderdale, offered the following as an amend- 
ment: a 5 


Resolved, That it is the will of the people of Alabama, that tlie 
Deputies elected by this Convention to the Southern Convention, 
to meet in the city of. Montgomery, on the fourth day of February 
next, to form a Southern Republic, be, and. they-are hereby in- 

tructed to insist upon the enactment, by said Convention, of 
„ach restrictions as will effectually prohibit the. importation of 
slaves.into such Republic, from any other place or-country, other 
. than the slayeholding States of the late United States of America. 
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Mr. Yancey raised a point of order, and stated it thus: 


The’ amendment is incongruous, because the subject matter 
reported by.the Committee issan Ordinance to be the supreme 
law of theJand. Theamendment is a: Resolution of instrictions. 


The point of order was sustained. 


4 


Mr. Jones, of Lauderdale, offered ‘his Resolutions as a substi- 
tute for the Ordinance reported. 


Mr. Moreas offered the following Péeamble as a preface to ` 
Mr. Jones’ substitute : a be hae Bee 


wok ORY io agtt i 4 t ‘ i t’ T * 
“ Whereas, the people of, Alabama are`opposed, onthe‘ ground ' 
of publie policy, :to the réopening of the African Slave Trade”— 
which was, accepted. 2 eN i 


The question was on the adoption of the substitute proposed 
` by Mr. Jones, of Lauderdale, i e 


k i 
Mr. Morgan said: 


Mr, President—Before giving expression -to my opinion on 
the Report of the Committee, and the Ordinance proposed for 
our adoption, I desire to state distinctly that I am opposed, on 
grounds of public policy, to thé opening of the African Slave 
Trade. I confine my opposition to this traffic to the only tenable’ 
ground upon which jt can be placed by any-statesman, who has 
a respect for the wise economy .displayed in the different apti- 
tudes of the several: races of mankind, for the different- labors 
assigned to.the human family. I confine my opposition to this 
traffic to . grounds of public policy; because, if I were to feel át. 
liberty: to carry out my. convictions of what a pure Christian 
philanthrophy requires at the hands of this generation—if I 
could consent to commit the State.to the active work of Christian 
evangelization—lI, should pledge all its powers to goto Africa 
and to bring over ship loads of poor, savage slaves to,a country 
where they could be raised to the condition of Christian slaves, : 
which is, the highest point that the negro race čan reach, consist- 
ently with Divine Law, and with their mental and ‘physical or- 
ganization. It isimpossible that I can give’ avote on this. question 
which will hereafter be the subject of doubt with those who - 
choose to know the grounds of my action. We have long been 
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assailed throughout those nations who claim that they are enlight- 
ened and Christianized, as guilty parties to a barbarous code of 
slave laws, and to an iuhuman traffic in human flesh. 


It may be aceounted a singular circumstance that, the seven 
millions of the South; and some millions of the North, are so 
blinded to the great sin charged upon us, that we are all unable 
to perceive the wrong, or unwilling to cease to do evil. So 
many people have rarely been so undivided in a.course which is 
even the subject of serious dispute. But I will not.stop to make 
a defence here of a right and a duty which has just led us to 
record the most solemn and portentous decree ever adopted by 
the State. The Ordinance of Secession rests, in a great measure, 
upon our assertion of a right to enslave the. African race, or, 
what amounts to the same thing, to hold them in slavery. The 
most fatal and Scandalous declaration ever made by the late Fed- 

eral Government against the people of the South, as it has affect- 
ed our standing amongst the nations of the arth, , especially 
those whg are strangers to our social organization, is contained 
in those acts of Congress which denounce the African Slave 
Trade as piracy—a declaration at once degrading to every slave- 
holder, and a living rebuke to the Federal Constitution, which 
expressly prohibited the suppression of the trade prior to the 
year 1808. From this source, many arguments have been ad- 
duced against the inter-State Slave Trade, in the late Union, by 
the peaple on this continent: and abroad, ‘and this not without a 
strong show of plausibility. The traductions ‘embodied ‘in the 
terrible word “ piracy,” have been wrought into every shape,‘and 
pointed with every sting with which to torture and malign the. 
South. The laws of Congress, sustained by the South for reasons 
of public policy, but repudiated and déspised for the calumny 
couched ‘in the word piracy, have been a constant shelter to all 
those who have assailed us, whether upon religious or political 
grounds. - We are now free ‘from those laws, and. the question is, 

whether, in attempting to free the country from a dangerous ‘and 
exciting topic, we shall still continue liable to the imputation of 
being ‘pirates, or to any possible inference that one ccurse of 
action is predicated on any distrust of the morality of slavery. 

Tn the present state of opinion amongst the people of the ‘North, 
and other countries, we ought not to remain silent as to the réa- 
sons which may impel us to take any action looking to the repres- 
sion of the Slave Trade. We cannot, under such circumstances, 

prevent misapprehension nor repel misrepresentation. Before 


‘the report-of the Committee was amended to meet this view of 


" the case, and to place the proposed Ordinance on n the ground that 
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public policy alone tequired such action at our hands, I could not 
have voted to concur in the report. Even now it is ‘hot’so clear 
and decided in its negation of other grounds for our action, as to 
make, the report a ‘complete expression of my opinions.- The 
importance of this matter cannot well be‘over-estimated. If any 
slave trade in negroes is objectionable on grounds of morality or 
Christian. duty,- -Í would much:more readily conclude that it was 
wrong to bring'a Christianized and enlightened negro from Vir- 
ginia tó Alabama, than it was wrong to bring a heathen and sav- 
age slave from Africa to Alabama.. If I have to forge chains for 
men at the’ expense of the opinions of people professing Chris- 
tianity, I prefer that those chains shall lead the’slave without the 
reach of the genial-rays of that'Christianity. But if, as I believe, 
these bonds are Christian’: bonds, I shall not hesitate to keep 
them: where they were placed by the AuL-Wisz, and where they 
have proven ‘to be the-only: powers which could bring‘ the negro 
Within the, reach ofa propér moral and political governinent. 
We cannot defend the inter-State Slave Trade on the great truth 
of its coincidehce with the revealed will of God, and, at the same 
time, condemn the African Slave Trade ou moral - grounds. I 
oppose the Ordinanee reported by the Committee, because of its 
silence on. these points. I have thought that it ought to be ex- 
press and more emphatic in its statements of the grounds of ‘our 
action. The Ordinance will go out disconnected from the report, 
and will be,-Hable to become injécted ‘with such reasons, and ar- 
guments, and inferences, prejudicial to us, as abolition malignity 
and cunning’ may choose to invént. Our justification will not go 


with the net, and we will’ be placed undér the shadow -of self 
reprobation. so S 


Other reasons of the. móst important nature operate against 
the incorporation of, the Ordinance into our organic law. Iti is, at 
most, a question of polisy, and must always continue such, so 
long ‘as negroes are held as slaves in this State. It was a ques- 
tion of policy, when the Federal Constitution was formed. The 
policy then was to keep the trade open and unrestricted, except 
by a light tax, until a period should arrive in which a full supply 
of slave labor could be obtained from Africa. There was no 
prohibition of- the Slave Trade placed iri the organic law of the 
Union. There was, indeed, strong opposition to the Slave Trade, 
but it was not then so strong as to be able to carry this. feature 
into the Constitution ; on the contrary, the anti-Slave Trade. 
party did not succeed in prohibiting interference with the Slave 
Trade for a time. The restriction was in favor of the Slave 
Trade, and not against it. Why should we, who’are the friends 
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of negro -slavery, go so far as to ‘incorporate the. prohibition of 
the Slave Trade into our State Constitution, while those who are 
its enemies have been coutent to rely for its prohibition upon 
acts of Congress, which, in.this case, are but the expression of 
popular will? I càn see no oecasion "for such a radical step., It 
does not consist with present policy ; it is not demanded by any 
well-founded distrust of the liability of the people to become 
mercenary to the destruction of their peace or their. general pros- 
perity. It would be unjust to posterity,.because it would settle 
in the most solemn form, as a principle of Government, 4 matter 
which is only a question of policy, and nota principle of Gov- 
ernment. It has been urged that Virginia, and Maryland; and 
North Carolina, require a solemn act of condemnation, on-our 
part, of the African Slave Trade; and that‘they will hesitate to 
unite with us if we hesitate to adopt this Ordinance. Perhaps 
it might be as truthfully said that Texas and Louisiana would 
demur to a settlement of this question by the sovereign States 
to whose dounsels they have no access; and these States might 
hesitate to meet with "States that preclude all discussion of this 


question, It is much to be desired that Virginia should unite 


with us, and that every slave State should join readily in this 
movement. But I would neither bribe nor threaten Virginia, nor | 
any other slave State. Let them act on their own convictions 
of duty. Some` recent indications in the Virginia. Legislature 
are not much to be applauded. It is rather a deplorable and 
humiliating spectacle to seé a great State—the largest slave- 
holding State—in a serious debate on the question whether her 
destiny is with the North or with the South. In the event the 
decision should be in favor of the Northern alliance, I would not 
hesitate to say that, if she looks to the North for alliance and 
sympathy, she must look elsewhere: than Alabama for a slave 


‘market. It seems to, be doubtful whether our true policy is hot 


to bė found in: stronger measures than in petitions, concessions 
and adulations. We-have planned our action without reference 
to the opinions of any other people, and: our cause will at least 
stand on ifs merits, or fall for the want of merit. ‘The justifica- 
tion of our’ action is placed on our right to determine our own 
destiny ; and it is to be neither stronger nor weaker because an- 
other State may approve or’ disapprove our course. It has.not 
been taken without the most careful efforts to procure the har 
monious action of the slave States. We have been deferential 


~ to our sister States of the South. Able Commissioners have 


beer sent to all the States of the South, but none have come to 
us with any. message of fraternity, except, from South Carolina, 
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Georgia and Mississippi.’ “This is ‘no ground of complaint, per- 
haps, but it is a noticeable fact, when we-enquire how far Ala- 
bama is to be compromitted in her policy by a feéling’of mere 
deference to other States. « If we leave the African ‘Slave Tiade 
to rest under a’ distinct’ condemnation: ås a measure of ‘policy, 
and on grounds of policy, Virginia dught to be'satisfied, and will 
be ‘satisfied that we do not propose to çut off or check the Vir- 
ginia Slave Trade. She can join us in the discussion of that 
question;-and if-it is her opinion that this trade should be con- 
demned in the Federal’ Constitution, or-in the State Constitutions, 
she can’ vote ih the one case and set the example in the other. 
In reference to its influence upon dur State, I oppose thé ‘Ordi- 
nance and prefer the Resolutions of the gentleman from Lauder- 
dale, [Mr: Jones.] His resolutions deélare a policy, and display 
the grounds of that. policy. , He has made the argument that if, 
the suppression of the African Slave- Trade is left tothe action 
of the States alone, it will only prove to’ be,the best méans of 
throwing the whole country open to the'traffic. ‘Any State may 
operi it, and ‘no, one State could-prevent it. No number of 
States could prevent it without war, if one State should have'the 
right to open the Slave Trade with Africa: That argunient has 
not beer answered. It appears to be conclusive-on -the point 
that this. matter should not be left alone to the ‘States. Such is 
the effect of the Ordinance, or else its- effect is fo cease when a 
Provisional Government is formed, and in that view it would 


” 


bé useless now. ‘ ` 


- The Ordinance is not framed provisionally. Tt is to become a 
settled principle.of organic law ïn the State. I will not go into: the 
coridemnation of the African Slave Trade because, at this time, 
we have a stock from which enough slaves. will spring to sup- 

ly the demand of agriculture for perhaps twenty. years in the 

outh. If we then need more slaves, wè can so order it- by ‘a 
change of measurés fo suit the altered conditon of the country. 
`I am opposed to’ placing fetters on the hands of posterity. Ev- 
ery generation df freemen should bė allowed to use the blessings 
of Government tò their own ‘advantage. "We can trust our pos- 
terity with the destiny of their successors, just as far as we can 
trust ourselves with their destiny. The ‘young State, néw taking 
her first steps in the great march of events, ought to be left free 
to choose her own course; her feet ought not now to be fitted .to - 
iron ‘shoes. The Chinese ‘system cramps the foot of the infant, 
and brings a decrepitude upon youth which.is never overcome. 
It is hetter to leave everything free to those wha are to follow us, - 
except the principles which we esteem to be the vital elements of 
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good government. These we must solemnly ordain for our own 
security and welfare, and if. our successors choose ta abolish them, 
we will leave to them this privilege, but will not sanction’the 
course by our own example. We are ready now to declare that 
public policy forbids the réopening of the African Slave Trade, 
but we will leave it to the generations that may occupy the Gulf 
of Mexico, and rule over the Islands of the adjacent’ seas, to de- 
termine for themselves how much of this property they need ; 
and they ought not to be compelled to uproot the foundation of the 
Government before they can reach the subject. o 


Mr. S{mıra, of Tuscaloosa, said : 


Mr. President—I hope the Ordinance will be adopted: as, re- 
ported. It is-complete in itself and needs no amendment. What- 
ever we say on this suhject ought to be positive in its terms; it 
ought to be more than the mere expression of an opinion ; it 


ought to be, the fundamental law of the land. ` 


Some of our friends here are too prone to defer action on many 
important questions :to the Southern Congress., Let us-act for 
ourselves. To us the responsibility belofigs; let us not shift it 
upon others. i » ou 

The gentleman from Dallas, [Mr. Morgan,| thinks that a reso- 
lution expressive of our opinion merely, would be preferable to 
an Ordinance, because an Ordinance would. tehd to cramp and 
trammel: our Deputies in the Southern Congress. This objec- 
tion does not strike me with great force. The organic law of the 
State, as by us framed, will necessarily have to be accommodated 
so the Federal Constitution, if there should be one; so that the Ordi- 
nances we may adopt here will be, at last, but expressions of our 
opinions. So far, then, our Ordinances would operateion our Dep- 
uties as indications only of our wishes. But even if this Ordinance 
should be considered as deliberate instructions to guide and control 
the Deputies in this case, it isno harm that it should be so.’ There 
ought not to be two opinions here on this question. The Con- 
vention should be unanimous in its opposition to réopening the 
African Slave Trade. : . 

The gentleman from Dallas, [Mr. Morgan,] is unwilling to 
admit by his vote that the réopening ot the Afriean Slave Trade 
would be in itself immoral. ‘I have deference to his opinions and 
respect for his scruples; but I do not think that there is any ad- 
mission in the Ordinance, as reported, that the réopening of the 
African Slave Trade would be immoral. It is true, that the Or- 
dinance contemplates a penalty for the violation of the law ; but 
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a prohibitery statute could not be enforced, if, no penalty attach. 
to its violation. ` Ft would be an absurdity to declare, “you shalt 
not do this”—without prescribing a ‘peiialty: for “disobedience. 
‘Penal statutes may rest upon policy alone. cee 


' But this question of morality does not necessarily arise here. 
As a matter of-öpinjon, I do not believe that the African Slave 
Trade would-be immoral in itself now—or that it ever has been 
immoral. - I hold, that the African,” taken fron his native wilds 
and placed in the ranks that march énward from savage‘ to civil- 
ized life, is greatly benefitted. He is- humanised and christian- 
ised. ` He rises from the condition of a brute into the position of 
a christian man. The present condition of the Alabama negro, 
illustrates this: Place a native African side by side with an Ala- 
bama negro—how vast is the difference*in stature as well as in in- 
tellect, ‘The une has the graceful and sinewy limbs of a Hercules 
=the other is a mere rnongrel. fn nine cases out of ten; in posi- 
tive contentment, the Alabama slave is happier than his master. 
His cottage is built for-him, his food provided, his meals prepar- 
ed; his hearth to. spread with substantial: comforts, andrhis long 
nights are tbr those blissful dreams that ere undistunbed by the 
knowledge of coming necessities. He has nó cankering cares, no 
buffetting with fortune, no aspiration for expanding acres, no cares 
for rain ‘or sunshitie. He has neither cloth nor meat to buy; he 
is free from debt, he is above all civil law—and he-looks forward 
_ to Christmas, not as the maturity time ‘for his bills, but for his 

holidays. Sir, there can be nothing immoral in placing a savage 
in such a condition as this. 


The gentleman from Dallas, [Mr. Moreay,| supposes that 
hereafter—in the possibility of things, it might become his duty, 
from motives of‘ publie policy, to favor the réopetinzg of the Af- 
rican Slave trade; and he does.not wish to be Gramped by a vote 
given now, denouncing or seemiñg to denounce its morality. 
-Such a contingency is impossible. The arguments against the 
réopening of this African Slave Trade are overwhelming. Poli- 
cy will never demand it. Take a single argument: We double 
our population as.a general rule every twenty. years, and the ne- 
groes multiply more rapidly than the whites. We. have-.now 
over four millions of slaves in the Southern States. .. In twenty 
years, we will have eight. millions; in forty years, sixteen mil- 
lions; in sixty: years, thirty-two millions; in eighty years, sixty- 
four millions; in‘a hundred years, oné hundred and twenty-eight 
millions of slaves! ee : or 
Shall we legislate for this day alone? .Is that the: duty, of 
statesmen? Shall our foresight not reach the outlines of a sin- 
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gle century? , When Solon gave laws to Athens-he looked afar 
into the deep future. “When Lycurgus gave laws to Sparta, he 
planned for a thousand year's in advance. When Numa framed 
the Roman Code in the solitary. cell of Egeria, he beheld, through 
the vista of long centuries, Rome towering in her grandeur, as in 
her palmiest days up-borne on the colossal shoulders of Cicero 
and Cesar. Shall it bé reserved for us, who boast of wise fathers, 
and of free and enlightened institutions, to limit, our sagacity to a 
single age! to labor alone for the generation that lives? ‘We are 
heré for higher duties. ` He is indeed poorly entitled to the name 
of patriot or statesman, who legislates for the present and not the 
future. ` ; 


But admit that on this subject the vision of pur sagacity is 
bounded by the shadowy walls of one hundred years; what do 
you behold? You see huddled together 120,000,000 of negroes, 
circumseribed within the limits of a dozen.States; and this im- 
mense slave-population will be acoumulated from the natural in- 
crease of naive slaves without any importation from Africa.: Will 
you crowd this population still more by fresh importations? Will 
there be any room, left fot the white man? What‘is to, become 
of the hardy pioneer who ‘first cleared ,away thé wilderness, and 
erected his cabin on some distant knoll, proud and happy in the 
possession of his little kingdom—his forty acres of land? Is he 
to be driven away from his happy dominions by the ominous ad- 
vance of this ebony giant? This must not be. This shall not be. 
Surely no man here wishes this to be. 


‘“ Ill fares the land, to hastening ills a prey, 
Where wealth accumulates and men decay; 
Princes and lords may flourish or may fade; >“ 
A breath can make them, as a breath has made; 
But a bold peasantry, their country’s pride, 
When once destroyed can never be supplied.” 


‘This question'of the increasé-of our native slave -population 
assumes new importance now from our present position. Here- 
tofore we have looked abroad into the Territories for extension. 
Our recent tronbles have grown dat of this desire of ours for 
extension for our slaves into the Territories. . Extensión for sla- 
very was a necessity, as the protection of slavery as property in 
the Territories was a demand. The one. made the other indis- 
pensable. Twenty days’ ago, we. could look abroad for extension. 
We had a share in boundless Territories. But what is our cón- 
dition to-day? We have seeeded from the Union, declared our 
independence, and assumed before the world the attitude of a na- 
tion. Weare circumscribed now within the limits of Alabama. 


= 


THE CONVENTION OF ALABAMA. “208 


We carry with us nothing-except what is within out geographical 
limits; no rights of property outside of the State; notliitig but 
dur liberties and our eminent domain. Whatever "else we may: 
claim niust remain to be settled hereafter by: some of the modes of 
adjusting international disputes. 


A hew confederation cannot be expected to- embrace. more than 
fourteen States—and this immerise negro population must be con- 
fined to the limits of, the new Confederacy: “Where can we go ?. 
Through Texas tò Mexico? That is the only-outlet: -Do we 

‘desire this? . For.what did we fight and conquer Mexico? In 
order:to get. homes upon the soil? Surely not. How many of | 
allthe American Soldiers remained or desired-to remain in Mez- 
ico? Do you wish to send your ‘slaves away and. not -go with | 
them? Notso. Even the slave would degeneráte -in Mexico. 
The slave would: lose his subordination, ‘and the institution 
itself would: lose, its vitality. . American slavery, i in half a cen- 
tury, would there be transformed into- Mexican -peonage. Upon’ 
Mexican soil, teeming as ‘it is with all the enervating influen- 
ces of languor; fertile only in excuses for sloth and idleness, the 
negro, who now in.'Allabatna makes: ten bags of cotton á year : 
for his master would become like Shakspearé’s Caliban—a “mere ` 
moon ealf’—a «< hedge-hog”—a “ fish—legged dike a man”—a . 
‘most, ridiculous monster’ ’—fit, omy “to dig S and-to - 
“ show jay’s nests.” HE 

Upon Mexican soil your negro would return to Africanism ; 
his christianity would go back to superstition; and his frame 
would:lose those noble and graceful proportions which physical 
labor, so -completely developes. His. brawny shoulders relaxed, 
his vigor gone, his spirit rebellious, his disposition’ satanic, his 
head full ofthe rampant spirit of. revolution which is become an 
ever-prevailing epidemie in Mexico; he would indeed be a terror 
instead of a servant. His petty. larcenies would swell into high- 
way robberies ;-and he would aspire to admission into the ranks 
A the brown bandits of Mexico. That would be ‘the end of 

im.- 

Bat iF the negro would degenerate i in "Mexico, sould not the 
white man—his master ? Send Alabamans, to Mexico for room ! 
Sir, that enervating-climate would reach the loftiest nature and 
drag him from his grandest heights. ‘The change upon a.single 
veneration would be magical: Sober American gravity would grow 
fantastical : Ameri¢an gravity would ‘sink inte Mexican frivolity ; 
and. dignity. itself would. be content with -the grown. of the 
harlequin.. Ambition. would be satisfied with the weight of a 
spur,’ or thé massive adornment of a bridle;-and the spirit that, 
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in this clime, would have aspired to rival the glory of a Jaekson, 
would there be proud to approach the immaculate. excellence.’of 
Santa Anna! Virginians, Kentuckians, Carolinians, Georgians, 
Tennesseeans, Alabamans, Mississippiaus, noble in intellect, 
brave by nature, chivalrous by instinct, accomplished by culture ; 
symmetrical in shape and feature ; high-spirited, splendid speci- 
mens of the Anglo-American, yearning after fame and proud of 
their sires and their climes; God forbid that the race of such 
men.should be degenerated under-a Mexican sun! 


The gentleman from Dallas [Mr. Morgan,] thinks that the pasy- 
ing of this Ordinance would arm our Northern enemies with Ie- 
gitimate bludgeons to beat us; that it would amount to a stigma 
- upon the institution of slavery—solemaly uttered and sanctioned 
by us, Ido not think so. The passing of this Ordinance, in my 
opinion, would have a ‘contrary effect. It would disarm our 
Northern foes. They. have branded us in advance. that one of 
the leading causes of our desire to break up the Union, is to es- 
cape .the law which. denounces and punishes the African Slave 
Trade. They charge us that — ‘we wish and that we intend to rē- 
open the African Slave Trade. Sir, the passage of this Ordi- 
nance by a solemn vote of this Convention, instead of arming, 
would disarm our Northern foes, and prove that on this question 
they were either deceived in their judgments, or that they were 
deliberate slanderers. 


There has been, in the acts of this Convention, extreme haste 
on many momentous questions. [am not an advocate for haste 
in radica] changes or in napor taut innovations ; but on this great 
question I am anxious to xe haste to adopt. this Ordinance, 
that the world may herelieved; that our designs may be known, 
and, above all, that our N orthern foes may be “forced to seal their 
lips, and to cease proclaiming, to the great injury of* our cause, 
the deliberate and unmitigated slander, that Southern slayéholders 
wish to break up the Union for the paramount purpose of réopen- 
ing the African Slave Trade. 

Take another view of this question. Shall we increase our 
troubles? Having assumed our independence and resumed dele- 
gated powers—having sundered the ties that bound us to the Union 
of the States, it is wise in us, in. our first acts, to bid defiance to 
the whole civilized world? Have we grown so great in the brief 
period of a single week, that we shall court t the frowns. of all 
Christendom, and bring down upon our earliest deliberations the 
anathemas of all Europe? The war-ships of the most’ respecta- 
ble-governments of Europe: continually cruise the high seas in 
search of African slavers—the United States ships setting the ex- 
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ample of diligence, vigilance and determination. to check the Afri- 
can Slave Trade. We. have recognized it 4 crime for half a cen- 
tury, and have acquiesced without murmur in: the etiturcement 
of .the penalties. Shall we increase. our troubles? Shall we 
multiply the causes. and thereby the probabilities of war? Should 


an English ship intercept an American vessel engaged in the Af 


rican Slave. Trade, it would not, now. be cause of war, simply 
because this trade is prohibited by.the laws of the ‘United 
States. Bat suppose we declare-the trade legitimate, and recog- | 
nize jt as part of ur policy; suppose, even, we refuse to pass 
laws to prohibit it, then the foreign intercepting of a vessel be- 
longing to us, though engaged in the direct importation df Afri- 
can “slaves, would be an act hostile to. our commerce and equiva- 
lent to a declaration of war. Are we to suppose that an English 
or an American ship, crusing for the very purpose, ot intercept- 


‘ing’ and seizing slavers, would relax their vigilanceso as:to ‘let 


Alabama, alone of all the nations’ of the earth, carry ou this 
trade ? ‘Certainly: ‘not.. If one of, our slavers should. be taken on 


‘the high seas, the act of intercepting it would be an indignity ; and : 


the consequence of sueh an event would ‘be war, or’ aedisgracéful 
surrender of our national dighity and honor. Š 


Sir, în every act of mine, in this Convention, I shall look to- 
wards peace. I would not wantonly ‘provoke. any nation, nor 
would Í favor a law which would not be likely to receive the ap- 
probation of the wisdom of the age. 


There is ng wisdom in war. It is the most brutal occupation 
of mankind. . It should never be courted. The glory of Ameri- 
can history, i found 1 iti, the fact that all her wars have been thrust 
upon her, e have conquered on almost every battle-field; we 
haye vindicated our courage and our prowess before . the eyes of | 
the world; and haye sent forth the historic heralds. of our fame 
to proclaim to posterity , the achievements of ourarms. We 
have a right now to rest—and to court the more inviting shades: 
of peace, “Without being, suspected of cowardice, or charged with 
an inglorious disposition to avoid danger. Peace, then, is our,poli- 
Cy 5 for i in peace alone can agriculture flourish. If corron Is KING, 
his THRONE is peace, for wår, that turns the ploughshare into the 
sword, will deprive him of the implements.of his power aud strip 
away the habiliments of his Royalty. 

Sir, the blessings that are to come upon the State from this 


revolution, niust be the blessings of Peace. You-ean do nothing 


without commerce—there can “be no commerce without peace. 
You have achieved a revolution, but you have.yet, a great work 
to accomplish—you have a country to, Pala up... You-are. not 
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merely working out a dazzling reputation. You ‘are not to be 
satisfied with having pulled down a government. You lave not 
created a political storm for the unholy purpose of filling the his- 
tory of the times with stirring events and disastrous accidents. 
You are not merely opening the womb of emergencies,-that great 
warriors, great orators, great statesmen, and great poets ‘may 
spring out of-it. You are not only creating an era, an aye-—- 
that may be an age of bronze—an age ot iron—an-age of gold— 
~ or an age of blood. You are here for the loftiest of all purposes 
—io build up a country—for the. lasting happiness, and the per- 
manent prosperity of the millions.that inhabit the land. Look, 
then, to Peace—that stately and commanding Queen— l 
“ Beneath whose calm inspiring influence 


Science his views enlarges, Art refines, 
,And swelling Commerce opens ail her ports.” , 
i 


“~ 
N 


Mr. Joys, of Lauderdale, said : 


Mr. Presidgnt—Situated as we are, this is one of:the most im- 
portant questions for our ‘consideration. ' It has been’ charged 
that the object of the Cotton States in seceding from the Union, 
is, to réopen the African Slave Trade. This opinion seems to 
have taken possession of the minds of the people of the Border 
Slave States, and will not fail, if not promptly repudiated by 
each seceding State, to engender distrust as to our future policy 
on the vital question. He would not now enter upon a diseus- 
sion of the policy or morality of thistrade. The gentleman from 
Barbour, [Mr. Cochran] will see that this resolution does not 
conflict with the views he has just submitted to the Convention, 
for the amendment offered by the gentleman from Dallas, [Mr. 
Morgan,]| places the action proposed by: the resolution, solely, on 
the ground of public policy. In every action the question of pol- 
icy should yield to that of morality. The maxim that “what is ` 
immoral is always impolitic,” is as true in regard to natiéns as 
individuals. But when, as in the present instance, all agree that 
a measure is impolitic, and some say that it is immoral, it is a 
useless waste of time to inquire who has the better reason for the 
vote he is about to give? The only pertinent question is that 
stated by the gentleman .from: Mobile, [Mr. Bragg.] Will the 

- Ordinance submitted by the Committee on Federal ‘Relations or 
the substitute offered by me better-accomplish the end proposed? 
The Ordinance simply proposes to. declare by Organise Law that 
the African Slave Trade shall be prohibited in Alabama. To his 
mind this did not meet the necessities of the case, and consequent- 
ly he offered as a substitute- the resolution now pending. This 
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- resolution instructs the Deputies.elected ‘by us to ‘the Southern 
Convéntion,-to assémble at ‘Montgomery, Alabama; on the 4th 
day of February next, to insist on the adoption of -such restric- 
tions as will effectually prohibit the African‘Slave ‘Trade. The: 
Ordinance of the Committee, if adopted, provides no penalty for 
its violation, and without some Jegislation will be wholly. power- 
less to accomplish the end proposed. The: Legislature can do, 
under the present Constitution of the State, precisely what this 
Ordinance proposes.- Indeed, section 2058 of the Code covers 
the whole case and renders any further legislation by this State 
unnecessary., . l Sa i > : 


G 


Mr. Braae: 


Will the gentleman read the section named? . ' JA 
k t s : 7 x s 4 ! . 


Mre Jones: ©, 


Certainly—the, section reads thus: “If any slaves or persons , 
of color, have been or are“hereafter brought ‘into this State in 
violation of the laws of the United States prohibiting ‘the Slave 
Trade, the Governor,” &c. . 


Mr. Bracer . Boe W a : 


The act of Secession repeated all the laws of the United States, 
and hence this section is not now in force. 


Mr. Jones said : 


He thought: not.. The section.recited, only ‘refers -to certain 
laws of the United States ;.these laws are descriptive of a certain 
class of offenees. Now, sir, in enforcing this law of Alabama the . 
act of.Congréss is looked to for a deseription of the ‘offence—the ` 
Statute 2058 declares, that the act so described is, when, commit- 
ted within the.limits of-Alabama, an offence, and ‘prescribes the 
penalty—precisely as you would look-to the Common Law-of Eng- 
land forthe description of an offence, the laws of Alabama pro 
poses to denounce and punish. " l a 


He held, that so far as Alabama is concerned, this traffic is not 
only fully but wisely and amply provided for. It commits 
us to nq pseudo philanthropy to pay thousands, to recommit 
men redeemed from barbarism. back to hopeless. bondage unmiti- 
gated by a ray of'christianity or civilization. . z KS 

Another objection to the ._propeséd Ordinance is, that it will 
have no extra territorial effect, and will leave us. atthe mercy of 
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‘neighboring States: I care not how stringent the laws of Alabama 
may be on thie subject, if the State of Florida should allow or 
connive at the traffic, this race will be imported, domiciled, 
and then smuggled over on our borders, or brought in droves uri- 
der. the general laws of commerce between the United ‘States: 


But, sir, it is conceded that Alabama does not design to re- 
main as a separate State—that she will be a member of a‘Con: - 
federated Republic in a few weeks, is as certain as that the Sun 
will rise to-morrow. The Slave Trade will thet belong appro- 
priately to the Republic, as. it has ever done to the General Gov- 
ernment of the United States. We have clearly proclaimed that 
the New Government is to conform to the model made by our 
ancestors; why then attempt to depart frorn the good old way ‘so 
soon and on a subject of such deep interest to our people and to 
civilized man every where? A, prohibition by the new Repu blic 
will suppress the Slave Trade alike in all the States entering into 
the New Government, and will: encourage others to iter and 
. give stren gth stability ‘and respectability to the New Government. 
That Government will have a Nav y to capture Slavers, and_thus 
suppress the tradé. It will have foreign alliances to aid in this 
great work of humanity. ; 

But suppose this State shall determine to take this subject un- 
der her own jurisdiction—the State having claimed in every case 
jurisdiction—your delegates cannot surrender it to the N ew Gov- 

ernment, Other States will follow the policy ‘marked out by us, 
and thus there will be no general law but an interminable con- 
flict ending in a total failure to enforce the laws.. - 

- The separate States will be utterly powerless to prevent a traffic 
which the greed-and avarice of the worst and boldest men of the 
age attempt to carry on. All the power of the General Govern 
ment, aided by the most powerful maratime nations of Europe, 
have been unable to fully suppress thistrade. Then, if left to thè 
action of the separate States, there will not be a decent show of 
opposition, Some may even permit it, and thus another horde of 
barbarians will be poured upon us. 2 

Gentlemen may hold their own, opinions, they may sanction 
the traffic if they chose, but for myself and my constituents, I sol- 
emnly protest now and forever against any course that will per- 
mit another African to land upon. ‘the soil of Alabama, i 


‘Me. PosEY said : 


Iam for the substitute. reported, by the Committee, in prefer- 
ence to the amendment offered by my colleague [Mr. Jones], . 
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The Committee have not prohibited thé Slave Trade ‘by making it a 
felony. The Ordinance, introduded by me; did. , This is the prin-. 
cipal difference. The amendment proposed: by my colleage to the 
Cammittge’s Ordinance, is a meré déclaration of” opinion against 
the Slave Trade; and instruction to our delegates in the Convention 
ofthe seceding States, to vote for a prohibition. in the Conatitu- 
tion against the traffic. 


The effect of the amendment inider consideration auld be to 
leave our ports open to the trade, until the Southern Congress pro- 
hibited.the traffic. I would have ‘the prohibition inserted in the 
Constitution of “Alabama. Public sentiment, in this State, is 
against the Slaye Trade. Why should not this- opinion of the peo 
ple of Alabama þe incorporated in their Organic Law?. Is it 
probable that there will be any change in public sentiment. ‘upon 
this subject? “ I think.not. [see nothing i in the new relation in | 
which secession. places us: to other’ States and. Governments, likely 
to bring about such change. Did’ we need more territory before 
secession, fur the expansion of our peculiar institution? "We yet 
have the same need for more térritory. The rapid increase of our, 
slaves, points to the necessity of acquiring more territory before 
we import slaves from Aftica. The same rules which apply to 
the prosperity or individuals, are applicable to the welfare of na- 
tions. He who employs more slaves, or buys more ‘than he has 
land for their profitable eniployment, does not act as wisely as does 
the man who keeps an eye to the due proportion of each. W hen 
we luok’at the extent of our terfitory; the number and the increase 
of the slaves upon our soil, which do we need most, more slaves, 
vor more land for those we now have? My. President, the fierce ` 
strife. we have had with the Northern States, which: has led to the 
disruption of the Government, is a trumpet-tongued answer to 
this question. They have declared, by the election’ of Lincoln, 
«There shall beno more slave territory—no ‘more slave States.” 
To this the Cotton States Have responded by acts of secession and ’ 
a Southern Confederacy; which is but 4 solemn declaration: of 
these States, that they will not submit to the Northern idea of res- 
tricting slavery to its present limits, and confining it tothe slave ` 
States . 

And why not submit to this.exclusion from the Territories, the 
common property of all the States ?: ‘Beeause. the. South believes 
this Northern policy of restricting slavery to its present limits, 
would ultimately destroy the institution, And car there be any 
reasonable doubt as to the policy we. should adopt? ` Should the 
period eves come when the ‘Southern Confederacy shall have ac- ° 
quired more territory than can. be properly settled and cultivated 

14 
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by the then ‘white and ‘black. population, then it will, be time 
enough to import African slaves. The gentleman'from Dallas 
{Mr. Morgan], argues, against this Ordinance, that it reflects upon 
our ancestors, brands the business they followed as a great crime, 
and indorses the Abolition stigma upon slaveholders. With due 
respect to the opinions of that gentleman, I hold this to be an un- 
fair argument. It assumes the position that this Ordinance, if 
passed, makes the Slave Trade an offense which is mala su se, un- 
fess so amended as to contain an’express declaration that the Slave 
Trade is neither immoral nor unjust. Gentlemen ,upon this floor 
declare they will not vote for prohibition without such amend 
ment. “It is unusual to state, in any prohibitory law, whether the 
evil is bad in itself, or made evil ‘by the penalty imposed for the 
public good. I shall vote for the prohibition, because the African 
Slave Trade is contrary to the good policy of the State; not for 
the reason that it is against good morals. -I believe the traffic 
to be sinful; but this is not the sole ground of my opposition to 
it. I would prohibit it as a great evil to‘the South. ®©  - 

‘What room will we'have for our white population, when the 
ports of -the country shall have been opened to slaves from 
Africa? Even now a considerable part of the white population 
of the country: oceupy the inferior lands. Shall we drive them to 
the mountains, or force them to remove to the Northern States, 
to make room for African slaves not wanted by the country ? 

It is well known that the Border Slave States, as well as the 
Northern States, suppose that the opening of the Slave Trade is 
one of the chief objects. of a Southern Confederacy. | am for 
setting them right on this subject, so far as this State is concerned, 
and without delay. Not one of the-Border States would consent 
to join the Southern Confederacy, and take the African Slave 
Frade. We owe it to our fellow-citizens in those States, to our- 
selves, and to the cause of the whole South, to place the State ot 
Alabama in its true and appropriate position upon this important 
question. 


Mr. Porrer said : 


Mr, President The question béfore us demands that every 
member of this Convention shall take position, either‘for the Sub 
stitute’ or the Ordinance reported by the Committee. And it 
does really appear to me, sir, that the debate which has sprung up 
here, has taken a very wide range and a strange course. It is 
quite astonishing to me, sir, that the Slave Trade itself, and the ih 
stitution of slavery as it now exists amongst us, should be treated 
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- of as if they were perfectly identical in point of morality; and 
more astonishing still, to hear such sentiments as have been uttered 
upon this floor, in regard to this trade. 

Now, sir, it is not perceived how anything that can ‘De au: con- 

` cerning the morality or immorality of the African slave trade, 
ean be considered pertinent to the question now before us. Yet, 
ns this subject has been introduced here, I am free to say that, 
while I conscientiously believe that it is our duty to support and 
perpetuate, the institution of slavery as it is, still it is my honest 
conviction ‘that’ the Slave Trade, as it was formerly carried on, and 
as, in all probability, it will be conducted in future, if tolerated, 
is immoral in its tendency and effects. 

This view of the subject does not necessarily involve in guilt 
those who, by purchase or otherwise, may become the owners of 
slaves. 

This question certainly ought to be settled on principles of po- 
licy alone ; and. the State of “Alabatna ought to’ adopt: such’mea- 
sures as her present sovereign and, independent position demands : 
and she should assume such ground, on this important question, 
as will place her in a proper attitude before the world." That this 
may ‘be done, it appears to me; sir, that a positively Prohibitory 
Ordinance is preferable to a meré resolution of instr uction, which 
may or may not influence the action of the approaching Southern ; 
Convention. 

All the arguments offered in support’ of the Substitute, upon 
which we are soon to cast a vote, appear to be founded upon the 
assumption that a Southern Confederacy will very soon be formed. 
But it should bé remembered that such a Republic exists at pres- 
ent only in prospect, and our hopes, in this regard, may or may 
not be realised. It therefore becomes us to-act in.our present 
condition, a8 true policy dictates to be best. Ahd as the Ordin- 
ance will more effectually secure the object sought, T-prefer its 
adoption to that of the Substitute. 


~ 


WITHDRAWING TROOPS FROM FLORIDA. 


. Mr. Curmens, from the Committec on Military Affairs, made 
the following report: ~ 


The Committee on ‘Military Affairs, to whom was’ referred a 
Resolution, requesting the Governor to recall the Alabama: Volun- 
teers, now ‘stationed at or near Pensacola, in the State of Florida, 
have had the same under consideration, and instructed me to re- 
port back the same, and recommend its adoption. 
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SECRET SESSION ` > 
Mr. CLEMENS said: 


Mr. President—l have examined, with much care, the proposi- 
tion which has been by me submitted to the Convention ; ; and I 
have „come to the conclusion that the Alabama Volunteers 
ought to be withdrawn from Florida at this time. It is under- 
stood, fram communications made in conversations, by Mr, Malory, 
late, Senator in the Congress, of the United States, from Flo- 
rida, that there has been an agreement with Mr. Toucey, Secre- 
tary of the Navy of the United Statés, that there are to be no 
hostilities in Pensacola harbor, by the United States forces, until 
the 4th of March. If this be true, and of that there can be no 
doubt, there is how no use for our troops in Florida. 

T hey are there without the slightest military preparation, hav- 
ing been ordered off in great haste : and many of them have left 
their business entangled and their families not provided for. 

These considerations, however, might not ‘be of much w cight, 
if the services of these. troops were essential to Florida or to “the 
public safety at Pensacola, But there is a day coming, sir, when 
thé services of these troops will be needed—needed, too, in all 
their vigor; and for that day it is our duty to provide. 

They. are now quartered in a place where they themselves are 
satisfied’ that their time is wasted, and they can dq nothing for 
their country. The life of idleness which they now lead, will 
disgust them with military service; and they will grow weary of the 
camp before they have an opportunity to exhibit their valor or to 
use their arms. l 

ļ read frorn a letter, just received, by one who is well posted on 
this subject: 


WARRINGTON Navy Yarp, Froripa, 
ti l January 26, 1861. 


Lear Sir: I received, last night, your obliging favor of the 
22nd instant, and | hasten to give you my views of our military 
position and condition, On the 15th instant we arrived here with 
upwards of 400 men, which made our force here about 1,000 men. 
Since then about 400 others have arrived, which makes our pres- 
ent number 1.400. We came under’ the belief that all things 
were ready, and-that an assault would be made upon Fort Pick- 
ens 1n twenty-four hours after our arrival. We-hastily left import- 
ant business at home, and many left clerkships and‘ unprovided 
families, with the assurance of an early retutn. We have been 
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here now twelve days, in utter supineness and indolence, doing 
nothing, and despairing of our doing anything. The most intense 
disgust ‘and dissatisfaction pervades “the camp. 


We have had abundant time to put ourselves in an impregna- 
ble position, -but we have done almost nothing. - ‘Fort McRae, 
which is thè second best position, is in our possession, but utterly 
neglected. For an- entire week it was left unoccupied, and now 
it-is occupied by one company of light infantry. Not a gun is 
mounted, though 150 are there, and among them three very fine 
new columbiads. There is also’ there an abundance of ammu 
nition. i 


From'this letter, Mr. President, and from other sources of re- 
liable information, Tam satisfied that these troops are becoming 
heartily discouraged at Pensacola, and if we persist in keeping e 
them in this situation, we will be spoiling our bést soldiers. 


Mr. Warts said: ©, ee 

It is andasti that thé steamer "Bison: with two compi- 
nies for the reinforcement of Fort Pickens, has recently sailed for 
Pensacola.” Has the Chairman of the Committee on the Military 
[Mr. Clemens], any distinct information as to the ternis of the 
agreement ‘spoken of? “I am unwilling to trust implicitly to 
rumors of agreements. What is this agreement? 


; : s 
Mr. CLEMENS said: 


I know nothing more of the terms of the agreement tħar'what — 
is derived from Senator Mallory’s statements, before referred to. 

The gentleman [Mr. Watts] is right as to the sailing of the 
Brooklyn; but we have no certain information as to her destina- 
tion. “Doubtless it is for Pensacola. But we have no means of 
preventing this reinforcement. The Macedonia is now in the 
neighborhood of Fort. Pickens. She has, doubtless, before this 
time, reinforced the garrison at Fort Pickens. | 

'I have as little confidence in agreements with Mr. Buchanan as 
the gentleman from Montgomery has. But we cannot, by keep- 
ing the troops in Florida, prevent these contemplated reinforce- 
ments. For this service our troops are utterly useless at this 
time, with such means as are at their’ command, | 


` MR. BRooKS, the President, [Mr.. Webb i in the Chair, ] moved 
to amend by inserting after «Governor, ” the words, “if, in his 
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discretion, the public good should require it.” This, it seems to 
me, Mr. President, will reach the views even of those who seem 
most earnestly to favor the passage of the Resolution. I do not 
profess to have military experience, but having confided. this mat- 
ter-to the Governor, I think it ought to be subject still to his dis- 
cretion. and better judgment. If this amendment be adopted, 
the Governor can then be.controlled by such circumstances and 
exigencies as may now. surround him, or as may hereafter arisd ren 
here on Saturday, that I may confer with yowin reference to supplies 
&e. 

Everything is going on well-here. 

. lam, very respectfully, 
' Your most obedient, 
ISAAC I. STEVENS. 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief 


d 


[No 152] ` i d 
Monteowery’s, Feb 20th, 1856. 
Gov. Isaac I. STEVENS, 
Olympia : 

Siz :—Our train arrived here last night,'and {we have taken Mout 
gomery’s barn for a store house. 

Yesterday I sent some waggons to Nesqually for pork, sugar, clot 
ing, &c., &c., and to-day have sent twenty men to Steilacoom to bringu 
the supplies from that place. aa 

From Mr. Montgomery I have purchased] a a thousand" pounds d 
most excellent pork, which I am having salted'down, and will have 
ready to go with the train on Friday. go , 

From Mr. Wren, I can get as much fresh beef as we will want. 

: I ĉan. get forage enough i in this vicinity to last the command fora 
month. 

* To sum up the whole, by to-morrow night, I will have at this " 
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gficient, provisions to last two hundred men three or four months, and 
ple forage in the vicinity for a month. 


In conclusion, I have the honor to report that the train and em- 


ployees of the Quartermaster department, will bein readiness to move to 
the Puyallup on Friday next. 


«I have the honor to ie 
i Very respectfully, &c., 
W..W. MILLER, 
Quartermaster;c. .. 


1 


[No. 153.] 


MowrcoueRv's, Feb. 29d, 1856. 
Gor. I. I. STEVENS, à 

Olympia :- : 

Sir :—Our train is now ready to move, and could have dáng so this 

morning. Col. Hurd, I learn, is sick at Steilacoom, and Major Hays, 


rho is now at Steilacoom, has given me no order to moye, Our train 
will move with rations for 150 men for 100 days. 


^ ^ P 


T 


warded here to-morrow. I sent an express to Steilacoom for them to-day, 
bit Hurd writes me that none can be had there. Ze an express start 
from Olympia to-morrow at day-light, with the caps, and 4t will overtake us 
fore we get to the Puyallup, Let this matter be attended to immedi- 
aly, At the same time, forward four tents for Henness’ company. 
, Hays, Y think, will move on the Payallup to-morrow morning. 
I will try and be at Olympia on Sunday morning. ` 
, Ihave the honor to be, | 
LM respectfully, &c., 
W. W. MILLER, . 
] " Quartermaster, &c. 
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I send this in order to have 5,000 government percussion caps for- : - 
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Q. M. ND » Cox. Gey. Mäen, n 
Camp’ Montgomery: - wt 

Sm -—You will, in your official capacity, accompany the expediti 
moving from this point into.the Indian country. When it reaches th 
Muckleshoot, prairie, amd the necessary establishments are there Wade 
you will return with the train. 

You will see that suitable supplies are left at the block hous on th 
‘Puyallup; say fifty days, and that nothing required at the Muckleshog, 
or on the march is left behind, as salt barrels and forage. The fot 
will have to be economized, but with the precaution of camping in pni 
ries, where, unquestionably, will be some grass, and if not moving fill the 
way is cleared to the next camping place, it is hoped that it will be mf 
cient, 

Note carefully all deficiencies in supplies, so that they may befo- 
warded on your return. 

Ascertaii whether there is any forage at Headley’s, at the forks 
the Puyallup, two miles above our crossing place. Headley, as you kuo, 
is one of our teamsters; and generally find out all about the forage and 
grass between the Puyallup and White rivers. This will have intluene 
in the matter of reYndunting the fanger$, and in determining their field 
of operations, See that the wagons are carefully repaired, and strength 
enéd cach night ‘after reiichiny camp: * 

On reaching the Mackléshoot, 'jháke the best arrangements for ic 
fiis temporarily the stores, and havé killed and salted twenty-five of the 
fattest oxen: “Additional beeves may remain for fresh beef: A sma 
nitinber of teams will bé réquited for  Bervice whilst the post is occupied 
—Say six to eight. The remainder of the ‘train should be brought back 
as soot -ds practicable. . 

The train wilt ‘probably’ hag tó return by the way it goes out I 
do nof'think Lieut.’ Cot. "Casey will get wagons through to the Muckle 
shoot unless he adopts ‘our route: '' 

Whilst I have given, direction’ to Major Hays to ‘take his own ru 
to the Muckleshoot, I have strangly advised his going by Porters. We 
know we can’ ech thè Muckleshoot by Porters, and that if the weather cor 
tinues, we can ford White river ab Porters. _ It will probably require verf 
great labor to reach the Muckleshoot by any other route., Moreover 
by Porters, I think there is more grass, and Porters is a very importan 
point to occupy. 

Sergeant Phillips and private Mize, of the-detachment at this plac, 
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wa each a- good twọ horse team. .I have this morning" detailed. them, 
[ir service with the train. You will engage their teams, ou “spply,them 
to supplying this post from Steilacoom and the Yelm. - 
Iam, very respectfully, . si 4 
. . s , Your most obedient, ` 
E = ge ISAAC I. STEVENS, 
f Gov. and Commander-in-Chief 
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[No. 155] . a 
: E ` Caup AT Lemon’s PRAIRIE, } 
' ~ Feb. 28th, 1856., — 

Góv. L I STEVENS, a 

Olympia, W. T.: . MEN * 

X em :-—T arrived here Shout’ two hours since, and it ig now 4 o'clock, 

. The train which left Montgomery's this morning i is just getting in 

D sod order. - 

"Iam hurrying up my men in order to have the train in perfect xead- 
iness to move to-morrow morning, should Major Hays 80 order It will 
be ready at that time. 

After supplying this post with fifty days rations, th, train wil take 
with i it about 1350 pounds of flour, 36 borrels of pork,. 1400 pounds su- 
aan 200, ponds, coffee aud 150 pounds; tea, besides” beans, zie, ; shard 
bread, &c., Nc will be seen "that there is a deficiency in the amount 
of pork, oe r hope to ' supply its place by patting up.some seventy-five 
barrels of beef, as soon as we get-to Muckleshoot, Granting that there 
vill be one hundred, men. -stationed at Muckleshoot, after’ déducting ten 
men for this post and Henness’ company, and the teamsters shali have re- 
returned, T am inclined to think that they will have ample provision for 
ninety or a hundred days at that post. 


when any are obtained, they be sent immediately to Montgomerys, I will 
| try and have them forwarded to the outposts as I come in. 

It is now nearly dark, and no order has come from Major Hays to 
move to-morrow morning. I learn that the ferry boat is not finished, 


Boots and shoes are more needed than anything else just now. 1f, 


r 
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and presume that it is not the Major's intention to take up the lined 
march to-morrow. 
I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, &c, © 
' W. W. MILLER, 
> Quartermaster, á ` 


[No. 156.] 


Camp CONNELL’S PRAIRIE, | 
s March 2d, 1856, 
Gov. I. I. Srevens, 
; Olympia : 

Sır :—Our train arrived here early to-day in good order, withod 
meeting with any serious accident since leaving Montgomery’s. The ok 
most harmony seems to exist among all the employees of the Quarterulis 
ters Department. Major Hays informs me that he is uncertain whether 
he will move to-morrow or not, of which he has doubtless informed you 
by the express. 

Our cattle find excellent feed on the prairies, in addition to which 
we have four or five days’ supply of chopped feed on hand. 

In conclusion, I have only to add, that I feel confident that I shall 
be fully able to carry out your instructions, dated at Montgomery’s, tout 
ing the Quartermaster’s Department of the expedition: 

I have the honor to he, 
Very respectfally, &c., - 
W. W. MILLER, 
Quartermaster, &e, 


e 


[No. 157.] 


EXeccrive Orrice, WASHINGTON TERRITORY, 
OLYMPIA, March 3d, 1856. 


QcaRTERMASTER AND Cos Gex. Miter, 
Camp Connell : 


Sm:—Your letters reached ‘me early this morning, and I am much 
gatified at the favorable condition of things with the train and supplies. 
There are in town seven dozen prs: boots, and ten prs. of-shoes, at 
stores of Lightner, Bettman, and .Barnes. I will send out dt least 
we half of them to Jouet within the next three days. Also, a 
apply of stationery. 

The question.of the electio of the 1 main i depoi, has been confided 
(the discretion of Major Hays, who has strongly recommended Con- 
uls, and will commence, as he writes me, building a store house to-day, 
wihe has been referred to the original instructions in reference to the 
nium of the wagon train, &e. 

There will be some delay in pushing supplies to- Montgomery's, in 
enwquence of small parties of hostile Indians infesting the road, Two 
wa have been killed. Your teamster, Northeraft, a week ago Saturday, 
vähin three miles of the -block-house, on the Yelm, and Mr. ‘William 
Fite, killed yesterday. 

"*To meet this exigency, I am raising a 9€ mounted Quartermas: 
Vt men to serve for one month, as a guard to the train, and strengthen- 
ig Montgomery’s by a detachment of eight men drawn from’ Lone Tree 
lant. Strengthening post at Yelm Prairie by hired Quartermasters 
wn: directing all the French and half breeds connected with the Indians, 
logo to Fort Nesqually, to remain there under guard, and haye” enacted 
ae company over from the Columbia river. ` 

Capt. Henness need have no fear'of his horses. Col. Crosbie in- 
netted the post Saturday, and returned from there yesterday. The men 
ut on their guard, and the animals are doing remarkably well. 

Very respectfally, your obedient servant, vilia 
 (Signed,) i ISAAC I. STEVENS,’ 
Be es Goy. and, Commander-in-Chief, 
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[No. 158] . M ` 
da : ^ Biseourtye ‘OFFICE, Oiva, W T. 
May lst, 1856. | 


Qr. M axp Cox. Gen. Mutter, 
, Olympia: , : 

Sin :—By the enclosed copy and special orders of this dite, you 
advised of the appointment of James K. Hurd as assistant” Quarter: 
ter and Commissary General, with the rank of Lieut Col, and thath 
has been directed to report to you for orders. You will assign him t 
the charge of the Columbia river district, with orders. to proceed thit 
at the earliest practicable moment, and under your direction, to tale 
charge of the affairs of the department in that quarter. < «©. | 


^ His district will include Lewis county, and the supply of* the Colt 
pany under Capt. Warbass, and his duties will embrace not ‘simply thes 
pervision of the Quartermasters and Commissaries in that regioh; but vil 
include the whole business of supplies to be drawn from that quarter. 

You will instruct A. Q. M. & Com: Gen. Hard, to make the depart 
ment in the highest degree efficient, ‘by suspending and reporting for te 
moval, all Quartermasters who are incompetent to do their duty; b] 
promptly removing all uünecessary employees, and- by substituting in pik 
of incompetent men, those who can efficiently ‘discharge their duty. a 

You will issue orders to the several gnartermasters and agents at 
vising them of the appointment of Lieut. ‘Col Hurd—informing them d 
the duty which has been assigned to him and, directing’ t them egy 
comply with his instructions. , - 

Lt. Col. Hurd will give his special attention to the. ee of th 
accounts of the several qvartermasters, and will report to yon in relate 
to any cases which may haye occurred, of exorbitant prices being paid, t 
the end that extravagance may 1 not be sustained. in | Rroeuting supplies fa 
the war. 3 : 

An efficient Quartermaster dui Conil. organization is needed 
on the river—one Which, without pretention, will meet the public want 

at the least possible expenditure, and with the least possible patronage 
It is expected from Col, Hurd's known vigor and judgment, that th 
remedy will be promptly applied by bim to the inefficient condition d 
things on the river. 

Furthermore, you will give stringent orders to Lt. Col. Hurd, Y 
earry out your orders, holding bim responsible for allowing any person {t 
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come between ‘him and'the Quartermaster General, unle&s by the written 
vict d thë ‘Governor find Cotnmandef-in-Chief. ' i 5e 
: * Pealy, your obedient servant, - i 
"s » ' ISAAC-I: STEVENS,' 
i ` -Governor and Coiimander-in-Chief. 
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[No 159.] 
Execorive Orrics, Terrrrory WASHINGTON, } 
Olympia, May 1st, 1856 EN 


(s. and Com Gex. Miner, 
Olympia : 

Sm:—The special order of this date appointing James K Hurd’ 
As't, Quartermaster and Commissary General, with the rank of Lieut. 
Colonel, in connection with my instructions to you of this date, to assign 
lim to the Colambia and Cowlitz rived district, will insure the’ Supervis- 
ion intended to be secured by the recent instructions, directing Captain 
Pagettt get ‘his supplies by requisition on Quartermasters Hathaway and 
Hurd. Capt. Pagett- will now- get his supplies by requisition on Ass’t. 
Quartermaster and Commissary General Hurd. You are authorized, 
however, to give Lt Col. Hurd the necéssary discretion as to the extent 
he may deem it necessary that Capt. Pagett should make porehasen 

m I ? Very respectfully, : s 
NEA ^7 5. Your obedient servant, 

“e (Signed)  '' " ' ^" . ISAAC I. STEVENS, - 
dS QNI ML ‘Gov "Washington Territory. 


F No. 160] , 
Dai Orrice, Wastra TERRITORY, | 
Ora, May 5th, 1856, 


M M. and Cot- Gew. MILLER, 


"i `- Olympia : 
Sm :—-You will build a block-honse aud corral on the Tenalquot, for 
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a Quartermaster’s depot, and open a wagon road from the Yelm ti, 
Grand Mound, through the Tenalquot,.on the shortest practicable taj; 
also, repair the road leading from Chamber's prairie to the Tenalquot, 

In the execution of this duty, you are authorized to engage them 
cessary employees. Select an efficient man to take charge. _ 

In the herding of public animals on the Tenalquot, it is suggests 
that you employ one or more citizens of the neighborhood, as from thy 
knowledge of the trails they will be best able to recover estrays. - 

Very respectfully, f 
Your obedient servant, 
ISAAC J. STEVENS, 
Governor Ter Wash. 


[No. 161.] 


Execurve OFFICE, WASHINGTON 'Tennrnr, 
Olympia, May 28th, 1856. 


Qn. M. and Cox. Gen. Miren, 
Olympia : 

Sir :— You will use every exertion to bave in readiness at Moat 
gomery's, in five days, twenty ox teams, three yoke of. oxen to each team. 

This train isto transport supplies to a depot to be established s 
the first good prairie on the main Yakima, It will cross the Cascades st 
the Snoqualmie pass. 

On the establishment of the depot, the train will immediately re 
turn 

Some of the fattest oxen could be retained for fresh beef, and twò 
or three of the teams turned over to Major Van Bokelin. 
' If the pack train can be got up to one hundred animals, it will be 
safe to make the movement. 

Truly and respectfally yours, 
ISAAC I. STEVENS, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 


araj 
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` [No 162.] ; : 
Execurtyes Orrics, Ouymrra, 
: os ^ — July Irth, 1856. 


(s arid Cox. Gry. Mruter, 
Olympia, W. T.: 
Sir :—Capt. Swindal has been directed to turn over Fort Hicks to 
Lt. Col. Casey. 
You will take the necessary steps to move the stores there in depot 
p Steilacoom. i 
Reduce the expenses as much as possible, by discharging all persons 
your department whose services are no longer required. 
You will muster out of service the guard at the Nesqually Ferry 
llock-house. 
I ampvery respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
ISAAC I. STEVENS, 
Gov. and Commander-in-Chief. 


[No. 163.] 
Orrice Apsotant GENERAL, W. T. V. 
Orvarn, Aug 2d, 1856, 


Qe. Master and Cow. Gren. Murer, 
Olympia: 

Sm :—Yon are appointed inspecting and enrolling officer for the levy 
of 200 men culled for to strengthen the right wing of the 2d regiment, 
W. T. V., under Col. Shaw. 

You will, in pursuance of fhose orders, appoint recruiting agents at 
sich points as you may designate. Concentrate the recruits at Fort Ste- 
ens, and equip them for the march at that point. 

Appoint a medical officer to inspect the mental and physical condi- 
tion of each man offering for service 

Reject all men who are not of good health, and able to bear fatigue. 

Hasten the raising of these men with all “possible dispatch, and re- 
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fort progress to this office, and marching orders will issue hence, wh 
the organization of the companies is complete. 
You will designate the company raised by yourself as Co. ' A3 
regiment, W. 'T. mounted volunteers. 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. TILTON, : 
Adjatant General W. T. V. | 
By order of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief. ~ | 


[No. 164] 


ExxzcurwvE Orrice, Ter. WASHINGTON, | 
Olympia, Aug: 8th, 1856. 


Qn and Cox. Gen. Miter, 


Olympia : . 
Sm :—You will dispense with the services of all Quartermaster, 
Commissaries, and agents, whose services are no longer required—report- 
ing their names and the dates of the expiration of service to the Adjutant 

General, ‘that the necessary discharges may issue. 
Very respectfally, &c., 
ISAAC I. STEVENS, 
Gov. and.Com, in-Chief. 


. [ No. 165. Í 
Extounve Orricr, WasuraroN Terrrrory, } 
Olympia, Feb. T8th, 1856. 
Col. B. F. dius : 


Sm :—I pnt in your charge the préparation of the expedition against 
the DE east of the Cascade mountains, ` 
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-You will see that the several Captains who propose to raise compa- 
ges are amply supplied in every ‘respect, and are filled with energy for 
ihe parpose they are to accomplish. i 
. You will understand the country east of the Cascades, and that it is 
inportant to Keep the Spokanes and Nez Perces friendly. 

* A pots must be established at Walla Wal- 
ithe T river must be crossed, and the Yakima country occu- 
ied. The Yakimas must be stricken in their own country with a firm 
wd a strong hand. ites 
. * * * * * * * * 

Recollect that we are hard pushed on the Sound. We havea 
ddermined enemy on White river. We know not when the friendly In- 
dans may become hostile—when the northern Indians may join them. ` 

We are pushing on with all our forces. The regular army, the volun- 
ters, the navy and the friendly Indians, are all in the field 

We trust we will have the contest closed on this side the mountains 
inode month, and then we will have one hundred men on good horses to 
gross the mountains to your assistance, but instead of our going to your 
wistance, we may have need of your coming to us; therefore the neces- 
ily of Indian spies between the two forces. Immediately on your occu- 
ping the Yakima mission,-you will send spies over the Cascade ‘passes to 
he troops operating on this side from the Snohomish to Steilacoom. 

* * 7 0X * * * * * 


You will report to head quarters the day you take up yonr line of 


I am, very respectfully, 
(Signed, ) ISAAC I. STEVENS, 
Gov. and Com.-in-Chief, W. T, V 


(No. 166.] i ? 
E Exrcumve Orrice, WASHINGTON "TERRITORY, 
Olympia, Feb. 20th, 1856. 


Ast Adjt Gen. B. F. Seay, ' 
W. T. Volunteers : 
Bm; :—In my letter to you of the 18th inst., I suggested to you the 
we of boats in transporting your supplies to Walla Walla. — " 
* *c * RE X * * 
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Even should boats be ‘used, you will require for a force of 200 5i 
not less za 100 pus animals, and 20 packers.' 

k * 3 x v ke * 

Tf you use wagons, buy or -hire forty Take with you means} 
cross the Columbia river. No. 1 duck will answer to put around th 
wagon beds. 

x * * * x * 

You will occupy the Yakima station in a manner similar to that a 
Walla Walls A block-house and twenty-five men, and a store house fy 
provisions If you start with 200 men, this will leave you 150 for ope 
rations m the field I am convinced that with this number you can striks 
a blow in the Yakima country 

But should you meet with serious difficulties, I am equally well co | 
vinced that you can hold your position at the Yakima mission until we | 
shall come io your assistance l 

Y v ^ A x 4 

Better have one year’s supply on,hand at the close of the war toh 
sold at 2 discount, than allow our people to want food for one day We 
hope to close this war in a few weeks, but we must not be behind Kam 
a-kin, who swears he will fight for five years. 

* ^ p^ 3 * * 
I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed, ) ISAAC I STEVENS, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chicf 


* 
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[No. 161.] 
Vancouver, W. T, Feb. 21st, 1856. 


His Excellency I. TI, Srevens, : 
s Gov. and Commander-in-Chief : š 
Sır :—I have the honor to acknowledge-the receipt of my comme 
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gon as assistant adjutant general, also a letter of instructions as assistant 
qurtermaster general; and letters and instructions for the field. 
ZEE *, 2* DESEE 
I have the honor to be, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed, ) g f B. T. SHAW, . 
) Asst Adjt Gen. W. T V. 


[No. 168 ] 
Sarem, O. T., Feb. 29th, 1856. 


Jats Triton, 
Adjutant General W. T. V.: EM 


Sir.—I have this moment received your letter of instructions, and 
lave accordingly sent orders to the companies at Vancouver to move up 
the river to the Dalles, where I propose to join them and move into the 
Indian country d i 
We have been unavoidably delayed here in raising men and horses. 
Some eighty men have been raised at Vancouver, and the supplies had to 
be purchased and animals purchased for transportation. The whole thing 
‘cannot be accomplished i in a moment. I have been laboring hard to raise 
wen to join in the next fight, but I think it will be impossible for us to 
moye in line to engage in the first fight, on account of the great distance 
to travel, and the time being so limited. The force will, however, move 
as soon as possible. - 

I have been here several days, trying to raise two companies to go 
out Ihave a fair prospect of obtaining recruits, and will know in a few 
days how many. I will then proceed to the Dalles and join the compa- 
nies that go first, leaving the last companies in charge of their respective 
captains, to bring up the rear. I cannot complete my arrangements here 
80 as to leave before the first of March, and will reach the Dalles about 
‘the "th. -The whole force cannot reach the Dalles before the tenth of 
March. 


2 y 
ko xk LIE ME. * x * 
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I will send yon word the day that I take up my line of march fro 
the Dalles. We have now nearly the entire supplies procured, and I han 
ordered them shipped immediately to the Dalles, to prevent delay in thy 
respect. : 


Yery respectfully, 
Your most obedient, 


— (Signed,) B. F. SHAW, 
Ass't Adjt. Gen *W, T. 
A 
[No 169] 


Execute Orricr, WASHINGTON TERRITORY | 


Olympia, March 2d, 1856, 


Lieut, Col. B. F. Smaw, 

Assistant Adj. General ; 

Sır :—You will order Capt. Maxon’s company of volunteers to pre- 
ceed to this point without delay. ' 

The Multnomah will go up on Tuesday. Charter her on Wednesday 
to bring the troops to Monticello. The troops will then take the trill 
and push on to Olympia as rapidly as possible. 

I am, very respectfully, 2 
Your most obedient, ' 
ISAAC I. STEVENS. 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, 


we t 
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-[No. 110.) 
OrricE Apyurant GENERAL, W. T. m 
OrxuriA, March 2d, 1856. 
Col. CRosBIE, ' : 


Aid to Commander-in-Chief : 
Sra :—You will proceed immediately to the Columbis-river, and cor 
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wy orders to Cof. B. F. Shaw, or in his. absence,:to Capt. Maxon, to 
mh as soon as possible to this place, with sixty meu of the. Southern 
pitalión. 

You are authorized to give the details of orders for the purpose, un- 
artho authority of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief, to all quar- 
trmaster' and commissary officers, and contract for supplies and transpor- 
ution yourself when such officers are not present. 

Celerity of movement is expressly enjomed, as there is reason to be- 
leve tho enemy are endeavoring to get in the rear of the forces now ad- 
ssuced to White river country, and as the settlemnts upon the Sound are 
yek, and it is important to the service to maintain the Central battalion 
hits present strength and position. We can look for reinforcements to 
the Columbia alone. 

Respectfully, &c , 

(Signed,) - JAMES TILTON, 

Adyt Genl W. T. V. 
By order of the Governor and Commander-in-chief, W, T. Y 


* 


(No. 171.] 
Fort Vancouver, March 9th, 1856. 


Issac I. Stevens, Esq, 
Gov. and Commander-in-Chief, Olympia, W. T: _ 

Sm :—I have just arrived at this place, on my return from Salem 
ind Oregon City, where I have been recruiting forthe Southern battal- 
in, Ihave succeeded in raising probably fifty, who will be here on Wed- 
nesday next, which, with Achilles’ company, (supposed about a Jen) 
Fill equal eighty strong. 

The withdrawal of Maxon's company, has mach ebanik me, as. 
ibleayes me without s sufficient force to carry out. your orders. I have 
provisions and transportation now for 200 men for four months, all com- 
plete. , We only wait your orders to ship to the Dalles arms and revolv- 
vers, Sufficient have been purchased to arm those who may be unable to 
do so for themselves. ‘ 

= of the men from. Oregon : will come “fully ‘equipped with horses, 
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arms, &e, for the Yakima expedition. . If, however, they should be og 
ered to the Sound, it:wonld probably create some dissatisfaction am 
them, as they enlisted with the express understanding that they wen 
serve on the eastern side of the Cascades. Should ‘you, however » dem 
it best for the interest of the service that their ‘destination be change 
will endeavor to reconcile them to the change, and Y think, they could 
with good effect on the Nesqually and other plains. 

I do not wish to move into the Yakima country with a.small fos. 
. as it will neither enable me to carry out your orders, or to ack efficient 
in the field. I have no time to write more asthe steamer leaves, | 
await your orders. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed, ) B. F. SHAW, 
Ass't, Adj. General. 


(No. 172.] 
Execorive Orrice, TERRITORY | 
Orva, March 12th, 1856 


Lieut. Col. B. F. Suaw; 
Asst. Adj. General, Vancouver, W. T.: 

Sm:—I have determined to bring over your battalion to this quar 
ter, and the necessary order will go by this iE from the Adjatatt 
General, 

At the same time, the service will remain —" on the Columbi, 
to be prepared for any possible contingency. 

I shall shortly despatch a train to the Nez Perce siah with sup 
plies for the agent. > 

In the probable event of moving across the móuntains from this qur 
ter, supplies advanced from the Dalles, should meet the troops at For 
Walla Walla, and possibly in the Yakima conntry. 

Hence the orders to have supplies, means-of transportation already 
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gaged, and not wanted in this quarter, cared for, and hence the quar- 
men post at the Dalles will he kept up.. : 
: ^. Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) , ISAAC I. STEVENS, - ` 
: i PO = Ss ` Gov. and Commander-in-Chief. 


P 


[No. 118.] 


1 #2 
7 * 4 


Execorive. Orricg, Ferritory WasBINGTON, } 
Olympia, April 16th, 1856. 


Lieut Col, Saaw, ` RE 

Sis ;— You have been elected Lieut, Col. of the Central and South- 
‘em battalions, and will assame command of the same. 

Capt. Swindall, now in command of the Central battalion, has been 
ordered to establish a block-house at South prairie, to open a communica- 
tion-with the force moving up the Nesqually, and in his future movements, 
| to be governed by your orders. 

Major Van Bokkelin is under orders to scout to the-Nachess pass, 
io ascertain the depth of snow, and whether Indians are in that vicinity. 

Use your best judgment in managing the troops; pash up the Nes- 
quilly; endeavor to reach the waters flowing to the Yakima; establish 
block-houses; make reports as often as practicable, and from time to'time, 


tequigitions for supplies. pos 
b Very respectfully, 
. . Your most obedient servant, ,. 
( Signed, ha Ze 5 ISAAC L STEVENS, 
Gov. and Commander-iu-Chief. 
' 31 : 
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Bedii Orrice, Wasuincron: Terrrrony,) ` 
OLYMPIA, Api, 1856. | 


Lieut. Col:.B. F. Saaw, 


Sig :—In pursuance of orders from this office to ‘the datt battal 
ion, after establishing a block-honse at South Prairie, to move towar 
the Michael’s Fork, and form a junction with you on the line of the Ne. 
qually Capt. Swindall has moved oy way of Montgomery’s and is noy 
at this post. 

It is presumed that this detour eom the direct route was made in 
consequence of the difficulty of the route—perhaps from want of the ne 
cessary tools and supplies. 

The object of the movement was to connect the line of the Dors 
mish with the line of the Nesqually by a back route, to facilitate the 


Disappointed at this result, the Agents of Vermont immediately left 
Philadelphia, having previously addressed the foilowing letter to the 
_ President of Congress. | 


l PHILADELPHIA, April 19th, 1782. 
SIR, . ul 
The situation in which Congress has been pleased to leave the business 
of our mission, as agents and delegates from the state of Vermont, renders 
our attendance, at present, unnecessary. 

As the representatives of an independent and virtuous people, we es- 
teem it our duty to inform Congress that, in consequence of their faith, 
pledged to us, in and by a resolution of the 20th of August last, and by 
official advice from sundry gentlemen of the first character in America, 
the Legislature of Vermont have been prevailed upon to comply, in the 
most ample manner, with the resolution aforesaid. i 

On the 31st ult. we, officially, acquainted Congress with the said com- 
pliance, together with the powers vested in us, in full confidence that, 
. from the integrity and wisdom of that honorable body; no obstacle could 
prevent our confederation and union with them. - 

. We are disappointed by the unexpected delay of Congress, in ex- 
ecuting, on their part, the intent and spirit ofthe resolve above cited. 

. We would not wish to urge the attention of the grand Council of Amer- 
ica from matters of more consequence than merely the happiness of a 
state : but the critical situation Vermont is reduced to, by casting off a 
considerable part of her strength, in being exposed, as a forlorn hope, to 
the main force of the enemy in Canada, and destitute of the aid of the 
United States, in whose cause, at an early period, she freely fought and 
- suffered, will, we presume, sufficiently apologize for being thus urgent, 

that unnecessary delay may nog deprive us of the benefits of the confed- 
eration. p 
- We purpose to leave this city to-morrow morning, and expect to be 
officially acquainted when our attendance will be necessary ; and have 
the honor to be, Sir, your most obedient and humble servants. 
JONAS FAY, 
MOSES ROBINSON, 


ISAAC TICHENOR. 
His Excellency the President of Congress. 
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We here interrupt, for à moment, the chain of events, directly: con- 
nected with thé efforts of Vermont to obtain admission into the union, 
ofthe Legislature of New-York. . DE ote 

€ An act for pardoning certain offences committed in the northeastern 
part of this state. Passed the 14th April, 1782. 

Whereas, divers inhabitants, residing in the northeastern part of this 
state, who have, heretofore, denied the sovereignty and jurisdiction ofthe 
people of this state, in and over that part ofthisstate, and, by their un- 
warrantable combinations, created commotions, to the great disturbance 
of the peace and tranquility of this state, have, by their humble petition 
to the Legislature, represented that they.were seduced: and misled, by 
artful and designing men, from their duty and allegiance to this state ; 
and have, moreover, professed a sincere repentance of their crimes and 


misdemeanors, and implored the clemency of government, and humbly .. 


entreated the passing of an act of indemnity, oblivion and-pardon: and 
this Legislature being disposed to extend mercy : 

Be it therefore enacted by the peóple of the state of New-York, repre- 
sented in senate and assembly, and itis hereby enacted, by the authority 


for the purpose of presenting, in the order of time, the two following acts ' 


of the same, That all such of the inhabitants of this state, who dwell and. 


reside north of the north bounds. of. the state of Massachusetts continued 
to Hudson's river, east of Hudson's river, south of the latitude forty-five 
degrees north, ánd west of Connecticut river, are hereby acquitted, par- 
doned, released and discharged from all treasons, felonies and conspira- 
cies, whatsoever, at any time heretofore done and committed by them or 
any ofthem, against the people of the state of New-York, as sovereign 
thereof, or against the government and authority-derived- from, or estab- 
lished by, the said people; all capital, corporal or pecuniary punishment, 
fines and forfeitures,- judgments and executions, to which they severally 
were liable, in consequence ofthe crimes and offences aforesaid, are 
hereby remitted and discharged ; and all and every the said persons shall 
be, and hereby are, fully and wholly restored, in person and estate, to the 
same state and condition wherein they severally were, at any time before 
the said crimes and offences were committed or perpetrated. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons whatsoever, shall have the benefit of the said pardon, for the 
purpose of pleading the same against any charge of treason or other of- 
fence already found, or hereafter to be fourid, against them or any of 

them, for adhering to the King of Great-Britain, the enemy of this state, 
orforany murder; orthatsuch pardon shall be a bar to a conviction, 
judgment or execution for the said treasori or other offence, last mention- 
ed, or for murder as aforesaid.” i 


“ An act for quieting the minds of the inhabitants in the northeastern 
parts of this state. Passed the 14th April, 1782. 


4 


Be it enacted by the people of the state of New-York, represented in ' 


senate and assembly, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
same, That all charters, patents or grants, for lands within this state, 
tying within the following bounds, to wit ; Beginning at a certain point 


$ 
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in the west bank of Connecticut river, where the boundary line between 
the states of Massachusetts and New-Hampshire, if continued across the 
said river, would intersect the said west bank, and running from the said 
point, along the west bank of Connecticut river to the latitude of forty 
five degrees north, thence westerly, in the said latitude, to the west side 
of Missisqua Bay, in Lake Champlain, thence westerly, in the said lati-5 
tude, to the east bank of the waters ofthe said lake, thence southerly, 
along the east bank of the said lake and the waters thereof, to the most 
southerly point where any ofthe grants, heretofore issued or made, by 
the late government of the late colony of New-Hampshire, come to the 
said lake, thence along the south and west bounds of the said grants, or as 
the said grants are now held or possessed under such grants, so far south, 
as to meet witha line continued from the first mentioned boundary be- 
tween the states of Massachusetts and New-Hampshire, through the said 
place or point of beginning, thence easterly, by the said continued line as 
aforesaid, to the said place or point of beginning,—made or issued by the 
government of the late colony, naw state of New-Hampshire, and which 
were made or issued, prior to any charter, patent or grant for the same 
lands, heretofore made or issued by the government of the late colony, 
now state of New-York, or by the government of any other colony, shall 
be, and hereby are, ratified and confirmed to the respective grantees, their 
heirs and assigns forever ; and every such prior charter, patent or grant, 
is hereby declared to be as legal and valid, to all inténts, constructions 
and purposes whatsoever, as ifthe same had been ntate or issued under 
the great seal of the said late colony of New-York, or had been made or 
issued under the great seal of this state, and as such, may be given, and 
shall be allowed, in evidence, in every court of record within this state ; 
and no such charter, patent or grant, hereby ratified and confirmed as 
aforesaid, shall be deemed void, or in any wise injured, by reason of the 
non-performance-of any condition or provision theréin contained, or by 
reason of the non-payment of any quit-rent therein reserved ; any law, 
usage or custom to the contrary thereof, ‘notwithstand¥hg ; provided al- 
ways, that any person or persons who, ‘héretofore, held or claimed lands 
under grants from the late colony of New-Hampshire, who have, after- 
wards, obtained grants for the same lands, either to themselves or to 
others, in trust for them, under the late colony of New-York, operating as 
a confirmation thereof,—in such case or cases, such person or persons, 
or their assignees, shall be deemed forever hereafter, to hold the said 
lands by the latter title. É l 

And whereas, many of the inhabitants residing within the district of 
country above described, did, in or about the year one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-seven, declare themselves an independent people, 
and did assume a government ünder the name, style or title of the govern- 
ment of the state of Vermont, or of the state of Vermont; and the said as- 
sumed government hath made grants of lands within the said territory : 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all charters, 
patents or grants of lands, so made or issued, before the passing of this 
act, and which were made or issued prior to any charter, patent or grant 
for the same lands, heretofore made or issued, by the government of the 
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aie colony of New-York, shall be, and hereby are, ratified and confirmed 
to the respective grantees, their heirs and assigns forever; and such 
charters, patents or grants, are hereby declared to be as legal and valid, 
to all intents, constructions and purposes whatsoever, as if the same had 
been made or issued by the government of this'state ; and as such, may be 
given, and shall be allowed, in evidence, in any court of record within 
this state ; and no such chartef, patent or grant, so ratified and confirm- 


ed, as last aforesaid, shall be deemed void, or inany wise injured, by ~ - 


reason of the non-performance of any condition or proviso therein con- 
tained, or by reason of the non-payment ofany quit-rent therein reserved ; 
any law, usage or custom, to the contrary notwithstanding. - E 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That all persons 
now actually occupying, possessing and improving, lands within the said 
district of country, or who did, at any time, before the passing of this act, 
actually occupy, possess and improve lands therein, not heretofore grant- 
ed by any late colony, shall be, and they, and their legal representatives, 
respectively, are hereby confirmed in such their respective possessions 
and improvements, and shall have, and receive, patents therefor, from the 
government of this state, without paying for such patent any fee or re- 
ward, the expence of surveying such lands excepted; provided, that no 
such patent as last aforesaid, shall issue, for more than the quantity of five 
hundred acres of land; and where such occupant, possessor or improver, 
or legal representatives, shall not have possessed the said quantity of five 
hundred acres of laud, he or she shall, respectively, be allowed and 
granted such additional quantity of land, out of any vacant, unappropria- 
.. ted lands, lying contiguous to-such possession, as shall be equal to the de- 
ficiency. > 

And whereas, it is the intention of the Legislature, that such parts of 
this act as relate to quieting or confirming titles and possessions, within 
the district of country,as aforesaid, shall not take effect, and that the in- 
habitants residing within the said district of country, should not have the 
benefits thereby imtended, unless they should agree to renounce the said 
assumed government, and return to their allegiance to the government of 
this state : l , 

Be it, therefore, further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That, upon 
application of commissioners or agents, authorised and appointed by the 
inhabitants residing in the said district of country, or by the inhabitants of 
any town or towns, or district or districts therein, to the person adminis- 
tring the government of this state, for the time. being, touching or concern- 
ing the ratifying, confirming and quieting any titles to, or possessions of, 
lands within the district aforesaid, in cases not provided for by this act, 
and of and concerning the mode, manner, terms and conditions, agreeable 
to, and on which, the inhabitants within the district of country aforesaid, 
shall agree to renounce the said assumed government, and acknowledge 
allegiance to the government of this state, it shall and may be lawful for 
the person administring the government of this state, for the time being, 
by and with the advice and consent’ of the council of appointment, to ap- 
point and commissionate, under the great seal of this state; three com- 
missioners to meet, confer and agree with such commissioners or agents, 
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authorised and appointed by the said inhabitants ofthe said district of 
country, or by the inhabitants of any town or towns, or district or districts 
therein, on all and singular the matters and things above mentioned ; and 
all compacts, agreements and acts, entered into, made or done by the 
said commissioners to be appointed on behalf of this state, or any two of 
them, of or concerning the premises, shall be finally conclusive and bind- 
ing on the government of this state : ‘provided nevertheless, that nothing 
in this act contained, shall be construed to authorise the said commission- 
ers to agree to cede or relinquish the jurisdiction of this state over the dis- 
trict of country aforesaid, or any part thereof, to any people, assemblies 
of people, or person or persons whatsoever, or to consent or agree that 
any part of the constitution of this state, shall be altered or changed. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That nothing in 
this act contained, shall be deemed, construed or taken, to restore any 
- person or persons, or his or their heirs, to his or, their estate within the 
said district of country, who now stand attainted by the government of ~ 
this state, for adherence to the king of Great-Britain, or whose estate or 
estates have, or shall, become confiscate for such adherence, by virtue of 
any law of this state.” 


Notwithstanding the unsettled and embarrassing state of her external 
relations, the internal tranquility of Vermont had, for some time, re- 
' mained undisturbed. Her political institutions had been gradually ma- 
turing, and had assumed the tone of a regularly organized government; 
which, though its constitution and administration were materially defec- 
tive, commanded the submission and respect of the great body of the 
citizens. New-York abstained from any direct interference with the in- 
ternal government of the state, contenting herself with a general claim 
of jurisdiction, and an opposition to the admission of Vermont into the 
union. There were some, however, who yielded a reluctant submis- 
sion to the government of Vermont, and who, as we shall soon see, were 
ready to embrace any favorable occasion to renounce their allegiance to 
the state. — | 

Exposed to invasion from the enemy in Canada, and left unprotected 
by the withdrawing of the continental troops from the northern frontier, 
the government of Vermont found it necessary to order a draft of militia, 
for the purpose of defence. This draft was resisted by sundry disaffect- 
ed persons in the southeastern’ part of the State, who were encouraged 
in their opposition, by the Governor of New-York. To several of these 
persons, civil and military commissions were given by the government of 
that state, and an attempt was made to enforce its laws upon the citizens 
of Vermont. : $ 

To the force raised to effect this treasonable purpose, it was found ne- _ 
tessary to oppose the prompt and rigid execution ef the law. Five of 


0 
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the principal persons engaged in opposition to the authority of Vermont, 
were arraigned before the Supreme Court, and sentenced to be punished 
-by banishment and confiscation of their estates. . They; immediately for- 
'. warded to Congress a remonstrance; in which they claimed the interfe- 
‘rence of that body, on the ground that their resolutions of the 24th of 
September, 1779, and 2d of June, 1780, had been violated; inasmuch 
as the government of Vermont had “ exercised authority over inhabi- 
tants, holding themselves to be subjects of, and to owe allegiance to, the 
state of New-York.” This remonstrance appears to have been second- ' 
ed by a letter from the Governor of New-York, of the 16th of Septem- 
- ber, 1782. "ume ug 

. On the 5th of December following, the subject came before Congress ; 
at which time the following resolution was adopted: — MES 


: «Whereas, it appears to Congress, by authentic documents, that the 
people inhabiting the district of country on the west side of Connecticut 
river, commonly called the New-Hampshire Grants, and claiming to be 
an independent state, in contempt of the authority of Congress, and in 
direct violation of their resolutions of the 24th of September, 1779, and 
of the 2d of June, 1780, did, in the month of September last, proceed 
to exercise jurisdiction over the persons and properties of sundry inhabi- 
tants of the said district, professing themselves to be subjects of, and to 
«we allegiance to the state of New-York, by means whereof. divers of 
them have been condemned to banishment, not to return on pain of death 
and confiscation of estate, and others have been fined in large sums and 
“otherwise deprived of property; therefore, 

Resolved, That the said acts and proceedings of the said people, be- 
ing highly derogatory to the authority of the United States, and danger- 
ous to the confederacy, require the immediate and decided interposition 
of Congress, for the protection and relief: of such as have suffered by 
them, and for preserving peace in the said district, until a decision 
shall be had of the controversy, relative to the jurisdiction of the same: 

That the people inhabiting the said district, claiming to be indepen- 
dent, be, and they are hereby required, without delay, to make full and 
ample restitution to Timothy Church, Timothy Phelps, Henry Evans, 
William Shattuck, and such others as have been condemned to banish- 
ment and confiscation of estate, or have otherwise been deprived of pro- 
perty, since the first day of September last, for the damages they have 

. sustained by the acts and proceedings aforesaid; and that they be not 
molested in their persons or properties, on their return to their habitations 
in the said district: M 
i. That the United States will take effectual’ measures to enforce a com- 
pliance with the aforesaid resolutions, in case the same shall be disobeyed 
by the people of the said district: — ^" — oc omar uf 
That no persons holding commissions under the state òf New-York, 
vr under the. people of the said district claiming to be independent, ex- 
eréise any authority over the persons and.properties of any inhabitants 
Y 


+ 
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in the said district, contrary to. the forementioned resolutions of the 24th 
of September, 1779, and the 2d of June, 1780 : 

That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be transmitted to Thomas 
Chittenden, Esq. of Bennington, in the district aforesaid, to be commu- 
nicated to the people thereof? ^ Ue Cup is 


By this extraordinary resolution, Congress evinced a determination to 
persistin the fatal error which produced the resolations of the 24th of 
September, 1779, and 2d of June, 1780,—that of assuming the prerog- 
ative of legislating upon the rights of Vermont, and even controlling her 
internal police, without her consent. _ i 

Those who have become acquainted with the statesmen of that peri- 
od, by an attentive perusal of the documents we have recorded, will be 
prepared for the following remonstrance which this act of Congress drew 

.from his Excellency Governor Chittenden. Its force of reasoning, and 
severity of rebuke, could hardly have been exceeded, 


E 


Bennineton, January 9, 1783. 
To E RE, the President of Congress: 
E ! 

Your Excellency's letter of the 11th ult. inclosing an Act of Congress 
of the 5th of December last, E have duly received, and have this day 
laid the same before the Council of this State, who agree in the opinion, 
that the interference of Congress to controul the internal police and gov-- 
ernment of this State, is a matter too serious and extensive in its nature, - 
to be determined, without consulting the Legislative Authority of the 
State, whose adjourned session is to be attended on the second 'Phurs- 
day of February next; at which time, I shall lay the same before them, 
and, as soon as may be, communicate to your Excellency their determi- 
nations on the premises. And, in the mean time, beg leave to lay before 
Congress the following remonstrance against their said Act, which is 
founded partly on a mutual agreement between Congress on the one 
part, and the State of Vermont on the other, that the latter should have 
been taken into the fcederal union.of the United States, previous to the 
date of the passing of the said Act; and partly on the impropriety of 
the claim of Congress to interfere in the internal government of this 
Siate. And, 

1st. Congress is reminded of their solemn engagements to this State, 
in their public acts of the 7th and 21st* of August, 1781, which were 
officially transmitted to the Legislature of this State, and are in the words 

following : ae oS 

[Here follow the resolutions of Congress of August 7th and 20th, 
4781, as inserted above, pages 157, 159.] 


* It seems from the proceedings of Congress on the 17th of April, that the resolution 
of the 20th of August, 1781, was recouddered.and amended on the 2tst. This fact ac- 
counts for its being referred to in different documents, under each of those dates. The 


printed jóurnal of Congress of. the 21st, however, contains no notice. of its reconsidera- 
tion or amendment, 
D 


J 
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 Confiding in the faith and honor of Congress in the foregoing reso- 
lutions, and, in consequence of advice received in aletter from his Ex- 
cellency General Washington, dated the tst of January, 1782, which 
..was publicly read and on which great confidence was placed, in which _ 
he says, “It is not my business, neither do I think it hecessary, now to — 
discuss the origin of the right of a number of inhabitants to that tract of 
country, formerly distinguished by the name of the. New-Hampshire 
Grants, and now known by that of Vermont. I will take it for granted, 
that their right was good, because Congress, by their resolve of the 7th 
of August implies it, and by that of the 21st are willing fully to confirm . 
it, provided the new State is confined to certain described bounds. It 
appears, theréfore, io me, that the dispute of boundary is the only one 
that exists, and that, that being removed, all further difficulties would be 
removed alsó, and the matter terminated to thé satisfaction of all parties.” 
His Excellency the General further observes ; “ You have nothing to do, . 
but withdraw your jurisdiction to the confines of your old limits, and 
obtain an acknowledgement of independence and sovereignty, under the 
resolve of the 21st of August, for so' much territory as does not inter- 
E with the ancient established bounds of New-York, New-Hampshire, 
and Massachusetts. ^I persuade myself, you will see and acquiesce in 
the reason, the justice, and, indeed, necessity of such a decision. 

The Legislature of this State were induced to comply witlr the’ indis- 
pensable preliminary required of them, in the last recited act of :Con- 
press, as appears by the following, which is an extract of their proceed- 
ings. — - í T EE UE 

_ [His excellency here recites the resolution of-thé Legislature of Ver- 
mont, of thé 23d of February, 1782, by which the-eastern and western 
unions were dissolved, and the proceedings of Congress, thereon; of the 
17th of April following; for which the. reader is referred to pages 169, 
170, 171, and-172, of this collection.] _* a a us 


By the last mentioned motions, and the manner in which Congress left 
the matter, the Agents and Delegates, in bebalf of this State; officially 
delivered to his Excellency, then President of Congress, aletter, of which. 
the following is a copy. 2 "n T 


[Eor this, letter, see page 172.] B 


In eonsequence of this procrastination of Congress, the Agents of 
Vermont returned, and reported the aforesaid proceédings to the Legisla 
ture of this State. And in October last, the said Legislatureagain ap- 
‘pointed Agents, with full powers and instructions, for the purpose'of 

meeting Congress upon terms and. article&.of -an. admission óf this State 
into the foederal union, not conceiving that ‘Congress would have đe- 
‘parted from their agreement before recited ; but süpposing their hitherto 

declining to execute it, might have been owing to a stretth of policy in- 

. comprehensible to this government. . p> o 700 
This being the confident disposition of the inhabitants of this State- 


- 
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towards Congress; and a recognition of their independence and sove- 
reignty, and admission into the foederal union, being thus secured by the 
promise and engagement of the United ‘States, tliey could not, in this 
situation, be otherwise than alarmed, on receiving an act of Congress in 


the-following words :. i 


[Eor this act of Congress, see page 177.] 


From the before recited resolutions of Congress, the journals of the 
Legislature of this State, and the after transactions between the United 
States in Congress assembled, and the Agents or Delegates from this 
State, the following inferences are deduced, to wit; the last mentioned 
resolutions of Congress of the 5th of December, 1782, are altogether 
predicated on other resolutions of theirs, of the 24th of September, 1779, 
and 2d of June, 1780, which prescribed to this State, in part, a desisting 
from the exercise of civil government; in which intermediate space of 
time, between the passing of the said resolutions of the 24th of Septem- 
ber, 1779, and 2d of June, 1780, and those of the 5th of December, 
1782, a confederation or foederal union between the United States, repre- 
sented in Congress, and the Legislature of this State, had been mutually 

“agreed upon between them; which agreement absolutely nullifies the 
force and validity of those resolutions of Congress of the 24th of Sep- 
tember, 1779, and 2d of June, 1780, on the supposition, that they were _ 
originally binding on this government (which is by no means admitted.) 
And inasmuch as the said last resolutions of Congress of the 5th of De- 
cember, 1782, are essentially founded on those antecedent resolutions of 
theirs, of 1779, and 1780, which were disannulled by the same authority. 
that resolved them, in consequence of a subsequent mutual agreement of 
a feederal union between the United States and this State, as aforesaid, 
and necessarily invalidates the last resolutions of Congress of the 5th of 
December, 1782; for they cannot be of any more validity than those 
other resolutions of 1779, and 1780, on which they were predicated; 
for, the before recited preliminary.agreement, proposed on the part of 
Congress, of a foederal union of the United States with this, and in the 
fullest and most explicit mamner, acceded to, on the part of this State, 
is something or nothing. If it amounts to any thing, it supercedes and 
invalidates all antecedent and subsequent resolutions of Congress, re- 
specting this State, and renders them nugatory, and is still binding on the 
part of Congress; butif such solemn agreements are nothing, all faith, 
trust or confidence in the transactions of public bodies, is‘at an end. So 
certain as the plighted faith of Congress, in their said stipulated agree- 
ment with this’ State, was originally binding on them, the obligation still 
remains the same, which, of necessary consequence, invalidates all other 
resolutions of Congress respecting this State, until it is ratified by an ad- 
mittance of this Staté into the confederation of the United States, on 
their pait. I have argued thus far n Congress’ own principles; and 
proceed, next, to the second part of the arguntent, predicated on the im- 
propriety of the pretensions of Congress to. controul the internal police 
of this State. Congress will not (it is presumed) pretend to unlimited 
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power, or to any other than what has been delegated to them from the 
United States; nor will they pretend, that their articles.of confederation | 
. will warrant them in interfering with, or. controuling, the internal ‘police : : 
of the United States; whence, then, did they obtain a rightful prerogative — 
over the internal police of this State, from which they have never received . 
any delegated power? "This State, (on revolution principles)has as good 
aright to independence as Congress, and has an equal right, (or rather 
no right,) to.pass resolutions prescribing measures to Congress, as Con- 
gress has to prescribe to this State, to receive their'banished, and make 
. restitution to them and other criminals, of the property, which, by a le- 
gal process, has been taken from. them, for their enormities heretofore 
‘committed against the laws and:authority of this State. Formerly, it 
has been argued by Congress, and that justly, “That if Great Britain 
' had a right to tax the? or * American Colonists, as they pleased, 
without representation, the Colonists could not call any part of their 
cash their own, since it might be taxed from them without their consent.” 
The same argument will apply against the right of Congress to controul 
the civil authority of this. State; for,if they may, in one instance, do it, 
` they may in another, and so on, till they suppress the whole. But should | 
they endeavor to frustrate the independence of this State, which has as 
. good aright to it as themselves, it would be :a manifest departure from 
their original design of liberty. Congress opposed the arbitrary, as- 
sumed prerogative of the British government, to make laws to bind the 
(then) colonists, or to controul their internal police, and have brought . 
about a revolution, in which the people of this State have signalized 
themselves. . " a S ANDE E 
How inconsistent then, is it in Congress, to assume the same arbitrary- 
stretch of prerogative over Vermont, for which they waged war against 
Great Britain? Is the liberty and natural rights of mankind a mere bub- 
ble, and the sport of state politicians? What avails it to America to es- 
tablish one arbitrary power on the ruins of another? Congress setup as 
patriots for liberty; they did well,—but pray extend the liberty, for 
which they are contending, to others. The inhabitants of the territory _ 
of Vermont have lived in a state of independence from their first settle- 
ment, to this day. Their first mode of government and management of ` 
their internal police, was very similar to that of the United States, in 
their first separation from the British government. "They were governed - 
by Committees of Safety, and Conventions; which last was their high- . 
est judicature for the security of their just rights against the oppressions - 
` of the (then) province of New-York, (the principal officers of the Green 
Mountain Boys being then judges in the said Territory) and which, on 
the 15th day of January, 1777, declared themselves to be a free and in- 
. dependent State, and have, from their first settlement of the country, 
maintained their independence, and protected their lives and properties, 
against all invaders, and date their freedom from the royal adjudication 
of the boundary line between New rk and New-Hampshire, the 20th - 
July, 1764, and are now in the eigincenth year of their independence, 
and cannot submit to be resolved out of it, by the undue influence, which: 
the State of New-York (their old adversary) has in Congress. This is 
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too much,—heaven forbid it! ‘The feelings of the citizens of Vermont, 
over which I have the honor to preside (I am persuaded) will never give 
in to it ;—they are free, and in possession of it, and will remain indepen- 
dent of New-York, notwithstanding their artifice or power. This State 
have no controversy with the United States, complexly considered, and 
is, at all times, ready and able to vindicate their just rights and liberties, 
against any usurpations of the State of New-York. 

To return to the transactions of Congress, particularly their resolves 
of the 5th of December, 1782.  * Resolved, That the said acts and pro- 
ceedings of the said people,”—(which was that of their courts of jus- 
tice punishing delinquents, in due form of law,” “being highly deroga- 


tory to the authority of the United States, and dangerous to the confede- 


racy, require the immediate and decided interposition of Congress, for 
the protection and relief of such as have suffered by them, and for pre- 
serving peace in the said district, until a decision shall be had of the con- 
troversy, relative to the jurisdiction of the same.” That the exercise of 
civil law in this State is derogatory to the authority of the United States, 
considered as such, or that it should be thought dangerous to the conted- 
eracy, is paradoxical; or that the interposition of Congress in this mat- 
ter, would be a means of restoring peace in this State, is equally so. 
Law, peace and order was established in this district, previous to the late 
resolves of Congress; what discord they may occasion, time must de- 
termine. It is a general opinion, that a ratification of the said stipulated 
agreement would have had a more salutary tendency to peace, than tlie 
late resolutions. And as to the decision of the jurisdiction of the terri- 
tory of this State, Congress, in their resolutions of the 7th and 21st of 
August, 1781, did determine the limits, which they would guarantee to 
the States of New-Hampshireand New-York, by virtue of the articles of 
confederation of the United States; which is as follows ;—“ By the Uni- 
ted States n Congress assembled, August 21,1781. It being the ae 
purpose of Congress to adhere to the guarantee of the States of New- 
Hampshire and New-York, contained in their resolutions of the 7th in- 
stant,” to wit, that “they will consider all the lands belonging to New- 
Hampshire and New-York, respectively, without the limits of Vermont 
aforesaid, as coming within the mutual ‘guarantee of territory contained 
in the articles of confederation, and that the United States will, accord ` 
ingly, guarantee such lands, and the jurisdiction over the same, against 
any claims or encroachments from the inhabitants of Vermont aforesaid.” 
Thus far the resolutions of the 7thof August, referred to in the reso- 
lutions of the 21st; the latter of which proceeds to point out the particu- 
lar boundaries of the guarantee tó the States aforesaid, to wit; To the 
State of New-Hampshire all the lands “on the east side. of the west 
banks of Connecticut river;" and to the State of New-York all the 
lands “on the west side of a line beginning at the northwest corner of 
the State of Massachusetts, thence by a line, twenty miles east of Hud- 
son's river, so far as said river runs northerly in its general course, thence 
by the west bounds of the townships granted by the late government of 
New-Hampshire, to the river running from South Bay to Lake Cham- 
plain, thence along the said river to Lake, Champlain, thence along the 


.INTO THE UNION. . 183 


waters of Lake Champlain to latitude 45 north, excepting a neck of land 
between Missiseo Bay and the waters of Lake Champlain." ‘That Con- 
gress has explicitly pointed out, and determined the boundaries of the 
guarantee of the lands and jurisdiction of. the States of New-Hampshire 
and New-York,.as far as their respective claims . interfere with this State, 
was the opinion of the Committee of the whole Legislature of this State, 
as may be seen from their journals, viz: “ Resolved, That in the sense 
of this Committee, Congress, by their resolutions of August last, in 
guaranteeing to the States of New-York and. New-Hampshire, respec- 
tively, alt the territory without certain limits therein expressed, have 
eventually determined the boundaries of this State.” Ree - 
To this limitation of Vermont, its Legislature concurred, as the before 
quoted journals may evince. ‘The boundaries of the States of New- . 
York and New- Hampshire, as far as they interfere with the State of Ver- 
mont, having been already, thus adjudicated hy Congress, what propriety 
- is there then, in the resolutions. of the 5th of December, 1782, in which 
they break over their own adjudicated bounds of August, 17815 requir- 
ing this State “ without delay to make full and ample restitution to Fim- 
othy Church, Timothy Phelps, Henry Evans, William Shattuck, and 
such others as have been. condemned to banishment and confiscation of 
estate, or have, otherwise, been deprived: of property, since the first day . 
of September last, and that they be not molested in their persons. or proper- 
ties, on their return to their habitations in the said district." Congress 
has been so mutable in their resolutions fespecting Vermont, that it is im- 
possible to know on what ground to find them, or what they design next. . 
At one time, they guarantee to the States of New-York and New-Hamp- 
shire their lands and jurisdiction, to certain described limits, leaving a 
place for the existence of this State, And the next that this government 
-hears from them, they are within those limits, controuling the internal 
government of this State. Again, they prescribe preliminaries of eon- 
federation, and when complied with, on the part of this State, they un- 
reasonably procrastinate the ratification thereof.—“That the United 
States will take effectual measures to enforce a compliance with the afore- 
said resolution, in case the same shall be disobeyed by the people of the 
said district” In this case, it is probable that this State would appeal to 
the justice of his Excellency, General Washington, and, inasmuck as his 
Excellency, the General,.and most ef the inhabitants of the contiguous . 
States, are in favor of the independence of this State,.as limited by Con- 
gress, as aforesaid, I beg leave to suggest to them, whether it is not more 
prudent to refer the settlement of this dispute to the States of New-York 
and Vermont, than to embroil the. confederacy of the United States 
therewith. oa ae ; 
Although this State is not amenable to the tribunal of Congress for the 
management of their "Internal police, E, nevertheless, will give them a 
brief narrative of facts, relative to those delinquents, in whose hehalf 
Congress, in their resolutions of December last, have interposed. At 
the session of the General Assembly of this State, in February, 1781, 
they made a general act of amnesty, in favor of such persons, within this 
State, who had previously made opposition to its authority ; upon which 
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they unanimously submitted to this government, and all opposition to it 
ceased, for mofe than one year, when, the Legislature having ordered a 
certain quota.of men, to be raised in the several towns throughout this. 
State, for the defence of its frontiers, evil minded persons in the town and 
vicinage of Guilford, in the southerly part of the county of Windham, 
opposed the raising and paying of them, and Governor Clinton of the 
State of New York, by letters to them and otherwise, interfered in their 
behalf, which caused a second insurrection in this State; and though ev- 
ery prudent and lenient measure was taken by government, to reclaim the 
offenders, they proved ineffectual, In the mean time, Governor Clinton 
gave commissions, civil and military, to sundry of those disaffected per- 
sons, and they had the effrontery to attempt to exercise the laws of the 
State of New-York, over the citizens of this State; when a military force 
was, by the direction of this government, sent to assist the sheriff of 
. Windham county, in the execution of the laws of this State; and the 
procedure of the court, relative to the five criminals, who were banished, 
ard to sundry others, who were amerced in pecuniary fines, was in due 
form of law. The notorious Samuel Ely, who was ring-leader of the 
late seditions in the State of Massachusetts, a fugitive from justice, was 
one of the banished. He had left that State, and was beginning insur- 
rections in this; when he was detected, and carefully delivered to the 
sheriff of the county of Hampshire, in the State of Massachusetts, who, 
as I have been since informed, has secured him in goal at Boston; to 
the great satisfaction and peace of that State. ‘This same Samuel Ely, 
Timothy Church, and William Shattuck, who were three of the banished, 
had previously taken the oath of allegiance to this State, and.so had a 
greater part of those who were fined; and every of the towns, in which 
they resided, had, for several sessions of Assembly, previous to their in- 
surrection, been represented in the Legislature of this State. So that, 
admitting the resolutions of Congress of the 24th of September, 1779, 
and 2d of June, 1780, to be binding on the States of New-York and 
Vermont, which prescribed to them to exercise their respective jurisdic- 
tions over such of the inhabitants of the controverted territory, whe 
should profess to owe allegiance to one or both of them, and not to inter- 
fere with each others jurisdiction ; and as every.of those inhabitants; 
previous to the late insurrection, had conformed to the government of this 
State, the jurisdiction of the State of New-York became extinct: and 
Congress having, in their said resolves, given théir premised right of ju- 
risdiction to the States of New-York and Vermont; and that of New- 
York having ended as aforesaid, the whole right of jurisdiction reverted 
to the State of Vermont, so that Congress, by their said resolutions of 
1779, and 1780, fairly put the aforesaid banished persons and others, un- 
der the jurisdiction of this State, and are foreclosed from interfering 
with the jurisdiction of the same; and, consequently, could have ne 
jurisdiction of those matters, which, in their resolutions of the 5th of De- 
cember, 1782, they object to the civil authority of this State, and in 
which they so spiritedly interpose their prerogative,—for that the said 
delinquents were, every of them, in just construction of law or reason, 
subjects of this State; and, therefore, agreeable to the express tenor of 
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those resolutions of Congress of 1779, and 1780, could not be amena- . 


-ble to any other laws or regulations, but those of the State of Vermont. 

But, admitting that Congress has-a judicial authority to controul the 
internal police of this State, it has an incontestible right to be heard in 
its defence, as a party, (in law) and should, on this thesis, have been 
cited by Congress to a hearing at their tribunal, previous to their having 
passed their resolutions of the 5th of December last, that this State might 
. have had the privilege of vindicating their cause... But that Congress, at 
the special instance of —— *, (a notorious cheat and huisance to 
mankind, as far as his acquaintance and dealings have been extended) 
should come to a decision of so important a matter, ex parte, is illegal, 
and contrary to the law of nature and nations. : 

, Sir, I beg leave to conclude this remostrance, by earnestly soliciting a 
foederal union with the United States, agreeable to the before recited pre- 
liminary agreement, which the committee of Congress have reported, 
has “become absolute and necessary on their part,to be performed,” 
and from which this State will not recede. | E ; 

I have the honor, to be, 
Sir, ; : : . Mei 
With due respect,  . S 
Your Excellency’s obedient and - l 
Humble Servant, — . A 
.- THOMAS CHITTENDEN. | 


'The General Assembly met, at "Windsor, in February following; at 


which time, the Governor communieated to that body the resolution-of 
Congress of the 5th of December, 17/82; and sundry papers connected 
with the subject of that resolution. The deliberations of. the Assembly 
resulted in the following remonstrance. _ TES 
"m l ; Wiınpsor, February 26, 1783. 
. To his Rug the President of Congress: ! l 


3 , i a *. E , ES d 
We, the Legislature of Vermont, request your Excellency to commu- 
nicate to Congress the following determinations of the freemen of this 


State, in answer to. the requisition of Congress, of the 5th of December. . 
last. | , E c 


We beg leave to observe that Congress, in. and by their resolutions of 
the 7th and 21st of August, 1781, did virtually acknowledge the right, 
and engage to recognize the independence of this State, on compliance 
with a certain preliminary condition, therein contained; which prelimi- 


nary condition has been, in the most full and ample manner, complied. * 


with by this State, as appears from the journals of this House, gríd.the 
report of a committee of Congress. In this situation, conscious of our 
right, and seeing such right virtually acknowledged Hy Congress, we had 


no apprehension of our becoming obnoxious, by an exercise of that right . 


over those, who, by an oath of allegiance and otherwise, were the liege 


dr ————À— 
> 5 We have thought proper to omit the d of the person here mentioned. —— . « 
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subjects of this State, and had, in a flagrant manner, violated iis laws 
and disturbed the peace of government; and however this Legislature 
may be disposed to extend mercy to delinquents, on proper application, 
yet, that mercy must be free, and at our own election. ; 

All and every act of Congress, which interfere with the internal gav- 
ernment of this State, and tend to prevent a general exercise of our laws, 
are unjustifiable in their nature, and repugnant to every idea of freedom. 
It presupposes this State dependent on Congress, not only for the enjoy- 
ment of their independent right of jurisdiction, but for the right itself; 
whereas, the fact is, if we have any right to be an independent jurisdic- 
tion, such right is, and must be, derived from association, and the civil 
compact of the people. . We conceive the several States in the union do 
not owe to. Congress their right of existing independent of their neigh- 
bors; but that each State was formed by the association and civil com- 
pact of its inhabitants. Through this medium they derive their separate 
. rights to jurisdiction, and Congress the different powers they are vested 
with; and have, of course, neither the power or right to make, or un- 
make, States, within, or without, the union, or to controul their interna} 
police, without a power delegated to them. for the purpose. Admitting 
the propriety of this reasoning, and the existence of a right in the peo- 
ple in this State to an independent jurisdiction—which is explicitly 
avowed by the resolutions of Congress of the 21st of August, 1781-—is 
not the resolutions of the Sth of December an-invasion of the rights of 
a free people ? 

The citizens.of this State have ever entertained the highest opinion of 
the wisdom and integrity of Congress, and ‘have manifested their confi- . 
dence in that body, by a spiriteg.exertion in prosecution of every mea- 
sure against the common enemy, at the risque of life and fortune, We 
still are ready to comply with every reasonable requisition of Congress ;. 
but when Congress require us to abrogate our laws, and reverse the sol- 
emn decisions of our courts of justice, in favor of insurgents and distur- 
bers of the public peace, we think ourselves justified to God and the, 
world, when we say we cannot comply with such their requisitions. The 
interests of the United States, which, with a view to confederation, we 
have made our own, forbid it. It would be licensing factious subjects to 
oppose government, with impunity. We should become the resort of in- 
surgents and disturbers of government, and, consequently, every measure. 
to raise men or money in support of the common cause, would be weak 
and contemptible. 

We are conscious of doing no act, in derogation to the dignity, or in 
contempt of the authority, of Congréss, or to disturb the peace of the 
confederacy ; but solely, with a view to the security of our just rights, 
and the internal peace and tranquility of this State. 

Ás we have, from the commencement of the war, braved every dan- 
ger and hardship, against the usurpations of Britain, in common with the 
United States; as our inherent right of sovereignty and jurisdiction 
stands confessed, upon the principles of the revolution, and implied by 
the solemn transactions of Congress, we cannot but express our surprize 
at the reception of the late resolutions of Congress of the 5th of Decem- 
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ber, obtained ex-parte, and at the special instance of an infamous person, 
as the inclosed evidence, among other things, will evince. — — ^ 
And as we have, repeatedly, solicited a confederation and union with. 
the United States of America, so now, in the name and 1n behalf of the 
freemen of, this State, we renew our request, and, in the most solemn 
manner, call upon Congress to execute, on their part, the intent and 
spirit of their resolution of the 21st of August, 1781. l 
- Jn behalf of the General Assembly of Vermont. . 
| THOMAs PORTER, Speaker. 


" 


| 
We have now arrived at a period which nearly closes:the series of doc- 
uments, relating to the controversy with New-York, and the efforts of 
Vermont to obtain admission into the union. It is a period, however, 
when those who have not been familiar with its history, might look for an 
immediate succession of important events. Atno time, had measures been 
adopted, aiming a more fatal blow at the independence of. Vermont, than 
those embraced in the act of Congress of the 5th of December, 1782; 
and never had the people of Vermont felt a more unshaken determina- 
~ tion to maintain that independence, or a more decided and settled hostil- 
ity toward those who aimed to destroy it. In this eventful state of things, 
the reader may be surprised to learn, that no measures were taken by 
Congress to give effect to its interference with the government of Ver- 
mont; but that; on the contrary, thé course of justice continued, unin- - 
terrupted,— the sentence which the ministers of the law had pronounced 
on offenders, remained unreversed, and the people of Vermont proceed- - 
ed in the quiet administration of their government, unawed by the com- 
dination of policy and power which threatened to crush them. 

"The state of public feeling which immediately succeeded this period, 
the causes which produced it, and tlie genéral course of events which fol- 
lowed, until the final settlement of tlie dispute with New-York, and the 
admissiog of Vermont into the union, are well described in the excellent 
history of Vermont, by Dr. Williams. From ihis work, we take the 
liberty to make the following extract; connecting with it a few original 
papers which fall within the period which it embraces, and with which 
we close this part of the volume. E 


^ The effect produced by these acts of Congress, (says Dr. Williams,) 
was, in every respect, different, from what that body seem to have expect- 
ed. Instead of being awed into submission, the people and government 
of Vermont concluded they were. produced by the influence of New- 
York; and determined that they should never be executed,’ The eva- 
sive, irresolute, contradictory acts of Congress, had nearly destroyed olt 
the faith and confidence, which'the people of Vermont had reposed in 
that body: and it was generally thought it would not be best to have any 
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connexion with them; but only to keep up the custom and form of chooss 


- ing delegates, every year, to represent the state of Vermont. 


The war with Great Britain, had proved greatly distressing to every 
part of the United States; but it had served to establish an union among 
the people of America, which could not have been so firmly cemented, 
but by the prospeet of common danger. This appearance was now come 
toanend. On January the 20th, 1783, the preliminary articles of peace 
were signed by the ministers of the king of Great Britain, and the Uni-- 
ted States of America. In this treaty, the. former colonies were ac- . 
knowledged to be free, sovereign and independent states. By putting an 
end to the war, this treaty put an end to the embarrassments of Congress, 
and to.all the fears of the people of Vermont. . An union with the con- 
federation, was no longer a matter of immediate and urgent necessity. 
The state had now, no external enemies to oppose, or any body of troops 
to be raised, or kept in pay. Weary of so long and distressing a war, all 
parties wished for the repose and tranquility of peace; and were hearti- 
ly desirous of dropping all occasions of controversy and debate. The 


‘business of Congress however, became more and more embarrassing. 


Their currency had failed, their revenues were exhausted, their armies 
were dissatisfied and unpaid, the debts they had contracted were unfund- 
ed, the public creditors were every where full of complaints against their 
proceedings, and they had no resources to answer the demands that were 
perpetually made upon them. Few of the states paid much regard to 
their resolutions, and it was now fully evident that their powers were in- 
adequate to the public business of the United States, and that the articles 
of union and confederation were essentially defective.: Without power - 
to relieve themselves, under these embarrassments, the Congress was ' 
daily sinking into a state of insignificance and contempt ; and the public 
affairs of he union were constantly becoming more and more embarass- 
ed with weakness, disorder, the want of wisdom, credit and. power. 

In sucha state of things, an admission into the confederacy of the 
states, ceased to be an object of any importance, or even desire. ` Ver- 
mont was happy in being free from the load of debt, which lay upon the 
United States; and was not perplexed by the constant calls of Congress, 
to raise the necessary sums of money. ‘The legislature had" acquired 
wisdom and experience in governing the people, from the difficulties in 
which they had been engaged. It had not been in their power to con- 
tract very large debts, nor was it necessary or practicable to impose heavy 
taxes upon the people. "The state had a large quantity of valuable lands 
to dispose of; and purchasers and settlers were constantly coming in, 
from all the New-England states. "Thus, by one of those sudden transi- 
tions which are common to human affairs, from the most distressed and 
perplexed state, the condition and prospect of the people of Vermont, 
became, at once, more easy and flattering than those of their neighbors, . 
Encouraged by the mildness of the government, the smallness of the 
taxes, the fertility and cheapness of the lands, large additions were an- 
nually made to their numbers and property, by the accession of inhabi- 
tants from other states. There was nothing therefore, in the public af- 
fairs of the United States, or in those of Vermont, that could lead the 


& 


(^ dero mae Uk. ^ 189 


inhabitants any longer to wish for an admission into the confederation. 
The body of the people felt that they were in a better situation, than the. 
people in the neighboring states; and: it was the general inclination 
and desire, not to be connected with the union, if it could be decently 
avoided. AP re l i 
' In this situation things remained, until several of the leading men in 
the United: States, became alarmed withthe operation and tendency of . 
public affairs. Statesmen of ability and information saw that the powers 
invested in Congress, were, in effect, only the powers of a diplomatic 
body; and .wholly inadequate to the purposes of federal government: : 
and that the liberties, the safety, and the union of America, could not be 
preserved, unless an adequate and efficient government could be estab- 
.lished in the United States Virginia had the honor to lead in the first. : 
avowed opposition to the British king and parliament: and she was the ` 
- first that attempted to call a convention of the states, to form a new fede- 
ral constitution, The measure was crowned with that success, which - 
might be expected from the deliberate consultations of a free and uncor- . 
 rupted people, aiming to secure the public safety. -A new federal con- 
stitution was adopted by the people of America: and a new Congress, -. 
furnished with competent powers, met in the city of New-York, March 
3d, 1789. Ko | 

Like, the other citizens of America, the people of Vermont were anxe 
ious to know what would be the policy and proceedings of the federal 
government. Their interest had not been much promoted by the meas- 
ures of the Congress, with whom they had formerly transacted business. ` 
But there was now a general expectation among. the people, that some- 
thing wiser and better, was to take place: but they had learned from ex- 
perience, that there was no other way te "judge, with certainty, of the 
excellency of any constitution, or government, but by the good which it 
did to the people. In the course of one or two sessions, they found the 
federal government had been laboring to restore the public credit, to — 
do justice to the public creditors, to provide for the payment of the pub- 
lic debt, and tà establish a system'of equal law and justice, in every part - - 
of the federál government. Measures, thus marked with wisdom and 
justice, served to abate the fears that many had entertained, and to con- 
ciliate the minds of the people to federal sentiments: and the prospect 
seemed favorable, that every part of the American states might be 
brought to act with union and vigor, in support-of the federal system. 

But the ancient difficulty with New-York, was not yet removed. "That. 
state had, indeed, given up all prospect, and probably all desire, of sub- 
duing Vermont by force, or by policy; and well knew that Vermont was, 
and would remain, a free and independent state. But large tracts of land. 
had been granted by the governors to individuals. These tracts of land, 
by means of the increasing settlements and prosperity of Vermont, were 
become greatly valuable. The government of Vermont had uniformly 
refused to acknowledge the validity of these ‘grants, or submit to any of 
the legislative acts of New-York, and had made new grants of all those 
tracts of land; and was unalterably fixed, in refusing to admit the legality 
of any legislative act of New-York, which related to the territory of 
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Vermont. The grantees under New-York, were constantly complaining 
of the injuries that were done to them, in not being permitted to take 
possession of their property ; and of the injustice that would be estab- 
lished, if the government of New-York should suffer their lands to be 
thus taken from them, without an equivalent, Much pains had been ta- 
ken to compromise the difficulty, but without coming to any general 
agreement: and the government of New-York did not conceive any 
very strong obligation lay upon them, to refund that to individuals, which 
the state had no hand in granting; but which was simply an act of the 
crown of Great Britain, executed by the will of the royal governor; gen- 
erally for his personal profit, always for the benefit of his particular- 
friends, but never for any emolument to the government or people. 
~ A course of events at length occurred, which rendered the views of 
New-York, more favorable towards Vermont. Disputes relative to the 
permanent seat of the federal government, ran high in Congress. After 
repeated trials, the decision sometimes fell in favor of remaining at New- 
York, and sometimes in favor of removmg to Philadelphia; and it was 
finally carried in favor of Philadelphia, by a very small majority. Ken- 
tucky, it was foreseen, would soon be admitted into the federal union : 
and Virginia, to whose territory it belonged, with great dignity and honor, 
instead of opposing, was aiming to promote that event. ‘The represen- 
tation from the eastern states, was diminished of its just proportion, by 
the exclusion of Vermont; and this had already proved to the disadvan- 
eee of New-York. If their old controversy could be settled, it was ap- 
, parent that the interests and influence of these states, would, in almost 
every instance, coincide. The public sentiment called loudly, for the 

Same measure. To what purpose, it was said, is Vermont kept out of 
the union? Is it not in the full and complete possession of independence; 
and as well regulated and governed as the other states? And shall the . 
federal union throughout the whole territory, be obstructed, and rendered 
incomplete, by the ancient and endless controversy, between New-York 
and Vermont ? l . l 

New-York wished, with the rest of America, to have the federal union 
completed : and without calling to view the former occasions of conten- 
tion, passed an act, July 15, 1789, appointing commissioners with full 
powers to acknowledge the independence of Vermont, and to settle all 
matters of controversy with the state. On October the 23d, 1789, 
the legislature of Vermont appointed commissioners on their part, to 
treat with those of New-York, with powers to adjust, and finally deter- 
mine every thing which obstructed the union of Vermont with the Uni- 
ted States. The commissioners from both states, were themselves very 
desirous to have Vermont brought into the federal union. The only 
point of difficulty and debate, related to a compensation for the Jands 
claimed by the citizens of New-York, which had been regranted by the 
government of Vermont. After two or three meetings of the commis- 
sioners, the matter was brought to an equitable and amicable agreement. 

October the 7th, 790, “the commissioners for New-York, by virtue 
of the powers to them granted for that purpose, declared the consent of 
the legislature of New-York, that the state of Vermont be admitted inte 
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the union of the Uuited States of America; and that, immediately upon 
such admission, all claims of jurisdiction of the state of New- York, with- 
in the state of Vermont, shall cease; and thenceforth, the perpetual 
boundary line between.the state of New-York, and the state of Vermont 
shall be? as was then holden and possessed by Vermont; thatis, the west 
lines of the most western towns which had been granted by New-Hamp- 
shire, and the middle channel of Lake Champlain. With regard to the 
lands which had been granted by New-York, “the said commissioners, ` 
by virtue of the powers to them granted, declare the will of the legisla- 
ture of New-York, that if the legislature of the state of Vermont should, 
on or before the first day of January, 1792, declare that, on or before the 
first day of June, 1794, the said state of Vermont would pay the state of 
New-York, the sum of thirty thousand dollars, that, immediately from 
such declaration by the legislature of the state of Vermont, all rights and 
titles to lands within the state of Vermont, under grants from the govern- 
ment of the colony of New-York, or from the state of New-York, should 
cease ;” those excepted, which had been made in confirmation of the 
grants of New-Hampshire. : 

This proposal and declaration being laid before the-legislature of Ver- 
mont, they very readily agreed to the plan, which had been concerted by 
the commissioners. from both states; and on October, 28, 1790, passed- 
an act directing the treaurer of the-state, to pay the sum of thirty thou- 
sand dollars to the state of New-York, at the time proposed ; adopting 
the western line as the perpetual boundary between the two states; and - 
declaring all the grants, charters and patents of land, lying within the 
state of Vermont, made by, or under, the late colony of New York, to. 
be null and void; those only excepted, which had been made in confir- 
tation of the grants from New-Hampshire. — 

In this amicable manner, was terminated a controversy, which had - 
been carried on, with great animosity, for twenty-six years. Both sides 
were weary of the contest, and happily for them, the general state of A- 
merica led to moderation, equity and wisdom: and this seems to have 
been the only period, in which the matter could have been adjusted to 
the satisfaction-of all parties. edm 

The difficulties with. New-York, being thus removed, the assembly of 
Vermont proceeded to call a convention of the people, to take into con- 
sideration the expediency of joining the federal union. The convention 
met at Bennington, January 6, 1791. The members were not all agreed 
in the expediency of being connected with the thirteen states: and it 
was doubted whether a majority of the people, were for the measure. 
Several members of the convention wished to defer the consideration of 
the question, to a more distant period. "It was urged, on the other hand, 
that the safety, the interest, and the honor of Vermont, would be essen- 
tially promoted by joining the union of the other states ; and that this 
was the precise time, when it might be done without difficulty or opposi- 
tion. A large majority of the members were convinced that the matter 
could not be put off any longer; and after a debate of three days, the 
question was carried in the affirmative, by a majority of one hundred and 
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fiveto two. This being the only business for which the convention had 
been called, it was dissolved, Jannary 11th. , 

The general assembly of Vermont met at Bennington, January the 
10th. On the 18th, they made choice of the Honorable Nathaniel Chip- 
man, and Lewis R. Morris, Esquire, as their commissioners to attend- 
Congress, and negociate the admission of the state into the union of the 
confederated states of America. ‘The commissioners repaired to Phila- 
delphia, and laid before the President of the United States, the acts of 
the convention and legislature of Vermont; and on February 18th, 1791, 
the admission of Vermont, was completed, by an act of Congress, with- 
out any debate, or one dissenting vote. Bythis event, all the controversies 
respecting Vermont, were brought to a conclusion. She was to take her 
seat in Congress, March 4, 179; ; and the federal union was completed, 
in every part of the United States of America."*. 


* 


The following are the Acts of the Legislature of Vermont, of the 23d of 
October, 1789, and 28th of October, 17902—the Act of the Convention, 
approving and ratifying the Constitution of the United States, and the 
Act of Congress admitting Vermont into the union—referred to in the - 
foregoing extract from Dr. Williams. 


An Act appointing Commissioners for the purposes therein mentioned. 

Whereas, it is of consequence that the line between the state of Ver- 
mont and the state of New-York be ascertained and established, and that 
certain obstacles to the admission of the state of Vermont into union with 
the United States, should be removed—which purpose to effect, 

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Vermont, 
That Isaac Tichenor, Stephen R. Bradley, Nathaniel Chipman, Elijah 
Paine, Ira Allen, Stephen Jacob, and Israel Smith, Esquires, be, and 
hereby are, appointed Commissioners in behalf of this state, with full 
powers, to them, or any four or more of them, to treat with-Commission- 
ers$Xhat now are, or hereafter may be, appointed by the state of New-York, 
and who shall be fully authorized and empowered by the said. state of 
NewMKork, to ascertain, agree to, ratify and confirm, a jurisdictional or 
boundary line between the state of New-York and the state of Vermont ; 
and to adjust, and finally determine; all and every matter or thing which, 
in any wise, obstructs a union of this state with the United States. 

It is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every 
. act or agreement ofthe said Commissioners, or either four or more of 

them, made and entered into, and with, certàin Commissioners, that now 
are, or hereafter may be, appointed by the state of New-York, in the 
execution of the powers aforesaid, shall be as effectual, to every purpose, 
as if the same had been an immediate act of the Legislature. 

Provided always, That nothing in this act shall be construed to givé 
the said Commissioners power to lessen or abridge the present jurisdiction 
of this state, or, in any wise, oblige the inhabitants ofthe same or any 
other person or persons, claiming title to lands heretofore granted by this 
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- state or the late province of New-Hampshire, to relinquish their claims 
under the jurisdiction thereof, or, in any wise, subject’ the state of Ver- 
mont to make any compensation to different persons claiming under 
grants made by the late province, and now state, of New-York, oflands .. 
situate and being in the state of Vermont and within the jurisdiction of 

the same.—[Passed October 23, 1789.] _ 


Aw Act directingthe payment of thirty thousand dollars to the state of 
New-York, and declaring what shall be the boundary line between the 
state of Vermont and state of New-York ; and declaring certain grants 
therein mentioned, extinguished. 

. Whereas Robert Yates, John Lansing, junr. Gulian Verplank, Simeon 
De Witt, Egbert Benson and Melancton Smith, Esquires, Commissioners, 
appointed by an Act of the Legislature of the state of New-York, entitled, 
* An Act appointing Commissioners with power to declare the consent 
ef the Legislature of the state of New-York, that a certain territory within 
the jurisdiction thereof, should be formed into a new state,” passed the 
sixth day of March, A. D. 1790—did, by their certain act, on the seventh 
day of October instant, at New-York, by virtue ofthe powers to'them 
granted for the purpose, among other things, declare the consent of the 
Legislature of the state of New-York, that the state of Vermont be ad- - 
mitted into the union of the United States of America, and that, imme- 
diately from such admission, all claim. ee of the state of New- 
York; within the state of eee d cease, and, thenceforth, the 
perpetual boundary line between the state of New-York and the state of 
Vermont should be as follows, viz: beginning at the north-west corner: 
of the state of Massachusetts, thence west-ward, along the south boundary 
- of Pownall, to the south-west corner thereof, thence northerly, along the 
western boundaries of the townships of Pownall, Bennington, Shaftsbury, 
Arlington, Sandgate, Rupert, Pawlet, Wells and Poultney, as the said 
townships are now held or possessed, to the river, commonly called 
Poultney river, thence down the same, through the middle of the deepest 
channel thereof, to East Bay, thence through the middle of the deepest 
channel of East Bay’ and the waters thereof, to where the same commu- 
nicates with Lake Champlain, thence through the middle ofthe deepest 
channel of Lake Champlain, to the eastward of the islands, called the 
. Four Brothers, and the westward ofthe islands, called Grand Isle and | 
Long Isle, or the Two Heroes, and to the west-ward of the Isle La Mott, ` 
tothe forty-fifth degree of north latitude ;—ahd the said. Commissioners, : 
by virtue of the powers to them granted, did declare the will of the Legis- 
lature of the state of New-York, that, ifthe Legislature ofthe state of 
Vermont should, on or before the first day of January, 1792, declare that, 

- en or before the first day of June, 1794, the said state of Vermont would : 

pay to the state of New-York the sum of thirty thousand dollars, that, 

. Immediately from such declaration by the Legislature of the state of Ver- 

mont, all rights and titles to lands within the state of Vermont, under 

. grants from the government of the late colony of New-York or from the 
ridi of New-York (except as is therein excepted) should case ; where- 

ore, ue mi 
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It is hereby enacted and declared by -the ‘General Assembly of the 
state of Vermont, 'That the state of Vermont shall, on or before the first 
day of June, 794, pay the state of New-York thirty thousand dollars. 
And the treasurer of this state, for and in behalf of this state, and for the 
purposes mentioned in the Act of the Commissioners aforesaid, shall pay 
to the state of New-York the sum of thirty thousand dollars, on or before 
the first day of June, 794, —And 

It is hereby further enacted, That the said line, described in the said 
Act of the said Commissioners, shall, henceforth, be the perpetual bound- 
ary line between the state of Vermont and the state of New-York : and 
all grants, charters or patents of land, lying within the state of Vermont, 
made by or under the government ofthe late colony of New- Y ork—except 
such grants, charters or patents, as were made in confirmation of grants, 
charters or patents, made by, or under, the government of the late pro- - 
vince or colony of New-Hampshire—are hereby declared null and void, 
and incapable of being givenin evidence, in any court of law within this 
state.— [Passed October 28, 1790.] 


A 


STATE OF VERMONT. - 
In Convention of the Delegates of the people of the State of Vermont. 

Whereas, by an Act cf the Commissioners of the state of New-York, 
done at New-York, the seventh day of October, in the fifteenth year of 
the Independence of the United States of America, one thousand seven’ 
hundred and ninety, every impediment, as well on the part of the state of 
New-York, as on the part of the state of Vermont, to the admission of the 
state of Vermont into the union of the United States of America, is re- 
moved.—In full faith and assurance that the same will stand approved 
and ratified by Congress :— - 

This Convention, having impartially deliberated upon the Constitution 
ofthe United States of America, as now established, submitted tous by 
an Act of the general assembly ofthe state of Vermont, passed October 
the twenty seventh one thousand seven hundred and ninety, do, in virtue 
of the power and authority to us given, for that purpose, fully and entirely 
approve of, assent to, and ratify the said Constitution ; and declare that 
immediately from, and after, this state shall be admitted by the Congress 
into the union, and to a full participation of the benefit of the government 
now enjoyed by the states in the union, the same shall be binding on tts 
and the people of the state of Vermont forever. 

Done at Bennington, in the county of Bennington, the tenth day of. 
January, in the fifteenth year of the Independence of the United States of 
America, one thousand seven hundred -and ninety one. In testimony 
whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names. 

Tuomas Cuirrenpen, President, 
Moses RosiwsoN, Vice President, 
Timothy Brownson, Stephen R. Bradley, Abel Waters, 


John Fassett, Janna Churchill, James Shafter, 
John Strong, Ebenezer Willson, Edward Aiken, © 
Jonathan Hunt, John White, . Simeon Stevens, 


Gideon Olin, - Daniel Shearman, Abel Thompson, 
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Joshua Wood, 
Wathaniel Chipman, 


Thomas Hammond, . 


` Benjamin Holcomb, 
Peter Priggs, 
John M’Neil, 
Oliver Gallup, 
Lemuel Chipman, 

Samuel Miller, 
Jsrael Smith, 
Benjamin Greene, 
Andrew Selden, 
John Marsh, 
Gardiner Chandler, 
Timothy Todd, 
Calvin Knoulton, 
Timothy Bliss, 
Wm. C. Harrington, 
Josiah Edson, 
Noah Lee, 
Isaac Lyman, 
Daniel Jewett, 
John Forgason, 
Reuben Thomas, 
Thomas Jewett, 
Asaph Fletcher, 
Elijah Lovell, 
John Rich, 
John Barron, 
Amos Brownson, 


. John N. Bennett. 


David Hopkinson, . 
Daniel Kingsbury, . 
Samuel Harrison, 
Michael Flynn, 
Cornelius Lynde, 


Jonathan Brewster 
Jonathan M*Connell, 
Benjamin Henry, 
Samuel Lathrop, 
Oliver Pier, 
Nathaniel Stoughton, 
Martin Powell, 
Nathan Daniels, 
Jason Duncan, 
Elias Curtis, 
Samuel Beach, 
Benjamin Emmons, 
Alexander Brush, 
Daniel Gilbert, 

Ira Allen, 
Timothy Castle, 
Eleazar Claghorn, 
Silas Tupper, 
David Palmer, 
William Perry, 
Joseph Warner, 
Asahel Smith,” 
Simeon Smith, 


dagh — 


John Shumway, . 
Silas Hathaway, 


' "Thomas Porter, 


John Smith, 
Elisha Barber, 


.. William Ward, 


Joseph Beeman, ` 
Heman Durkee, 
Emanuel Case, 
Peter Pennock, 
Martin Chittenden, 
Josiah Pond, 
William Slade, 
John Spafford, 
Peter Sleeman, 
Jonas Whitney, 
Nathaniel Niles, 
Alexander Harvey, 
William Chamberlain, 
Daniel Buck, : l 
Daniel Farrand, 
Abraham Morrill, 
Beriah Loomis, 
Asahel Jackson, 
Jonathan Arnold, 
Samuel Gott, 
Ebenezer Allen, - 
Enos Wood, l 
Samuel Hitchcock., 


STATE or VERMONT, ss.—Bennington, January 10, 1791. 
The foregoing ratification was agreed to, and signed by one hundred 
and five, and dissented to, by four; which is a majority of one hundred, 


| THOS. CHITTENDEN, President. 
Attest, Ros. Hopkins, Sec’y of Convention.* 


and one. 
eee 


AN Acr for the adinission of the State of Vermont into this Union. 

The State of Vermont having petitioned the Congress to be admitted 
a member of the United States, , ooo 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress Assembled, and it is hereby -er- 


_ * Copy ef the original act, on file in the Secretary .of State's office, 
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acted and declared, That on the fourth day of March, one thousand - 
seven hundred and ninety-one, the said State, by the name and style of 
4 the State of Vermont,” shall be received and admitted into this Union, 
as a new and entire member of the United States of Aimerica. 
FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN ADAMS, 
Vice-President of the United States, and President of the Senate. 
Approved, February the 18th, 1791. 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, 
President of the United States. 
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COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 


Havine completed the series of docufhents, exhibiting a view of the 
external relations of Vermont, during its long and eventful struggle for 
independence, we turn to examine the structure of its government, and 
the early history of its legislation. For this purpose, we shall now pre. 
sent—the Journal of the. Council of Safety—the first Constitution of 
the State—the Journal of the Legislature, during the first year of its 
existence - and the Laws, passed during the seven succeeding years. 

For an account of the origin of the Council of. Safety, we refer our 
readers to the introduction to this work. We regret that we have been 
able to find no part.of their journal, of a date anterior to the 15th of 
August, 1777. The most unremitted efforts to obtain'it, have proved 
wholly unavailing ; and the result renders it probable that it is irrecove- 
rably lost.: Enough, however, has been preserved, to exemplify the ex- 
traordinary powers exercised by that body ; and thus enable us to gratify 
the public with the greatest political curiosity which the history of Ver. 
mont can furnish. The part which has been preserved, commences on . 
the day preceding the Bennington battle ; and is as follows. `. 


> 


‘SPATE OF VERMONT. BE 
. Bennington- In Council of Safety, August 15, 1777. 
Sr&— You are hereby desired to forward to this place, by express, all - 
the lead you can possibly collectiri your vicinity; as it is expected, every 
minute, an action will commence between our troops and the enemies’, 
within four or five miles of this place, and the lead will be positively: ~ 
wanted, e 
; PAUL SPOONER, D. Secy.. 
The Chairman of the Committee of Safety, Williamstown. 
The same request sent to the Chairman of the Comniitte, Lanesboro, 
the same date -sent by Jedediah Reed, Paulett. 
Madam—Please to send by the bearer, Jedediah Reed,:6 or 7 lbs. of 
- lead, by Col. Simonds’ order. : 
By order.of Council, 


By order of Council, 


PAUL SPOONER, D. Sec'y. 
Mrs. Simends.- 


H 
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A warrant was given to Doct. J. Rhuback, to impress a horse to ride 
to General Starks’ head quarters, in this town—drawn in the usuat 
form. : 


To Lieut. Peter Roberts, one of the Commissioners of sequestration, 

Sir— You are hereby directed to forward the cattle: under your care, 
being one hundred and eleven head, to New Providence; then and there 
to advertise said cattle, and expose them to sale at public vendue, and 
keep fair accounts of said cattle, natural and artificial marks, and age, 
. with their particular prices—and make returns of the money, with all 
your proceedings, to this Council, as soon as may be. 

PAUL SPOONER, D. Sec'y. 


STATE oF Vermont—ZIn Council of Safety, Aug. 16, 1777. 
To Col. John Williams—Sir, l : 

You will proceed with your party toward the lines, and if the enemy 
-should retreat, you will repair to the road leading from St Cork to 
Hoosack, and if you make any discovery, report to this Council ;—at 
the same time, you are to pay proper attention to the road leading from 
Hoosack to Pownal. 

By order of Council, 


PAUL SPOONER, D. Sec’y. 


In Council of .Safety, Bennington, August 20, 1777. 
Sir—You are required to raise seventy-five able hodied; effective men 
of -your regiment of militia, exclusive of the common quota of commis- 
sioned officers for such number; which number you will cause to be con- 
tinued in the field, under the commanding officer of the eastern militia, 
until the first day of December next, unless sooner discharged by such 
commanding officer. Should you find it more convenient for part or all 
such troops to be relieved before that time, you will do it, observing al- 
ways, to keep the full number in the field. Those who engage, are to 
do it only on the principle of being under the regulation of the Conti- 
nental army, during the time they serve, although under the command of 

the above officer. 
By order of Council, 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 


Bennington, August 23, 1777. 
David Brackenridge is permitted to remain at his father’s house, une 
det the care of the guard at that place, until further orders. 


In Council of Safety, Bennington, August 23, 1777. 
To —, , and * 
Notwithstanding your ungratefulness to your country ; and notwith- 
standing you have, by your conduct, forfeited the confidence of your 
countrymen, yet, nevertheless, on the application of Capt. Abram Up- 


* For obvious reasons, we have thought proper to refrain from exposing the names of 
trose who were stigmatized by the Council. 
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derhill, m your behalf, this Council are induced, óut of humanity, to ac- 
cept you again into friendship, on your voluntary surrender, and taking 
the oath of fidelity to the United States of America, forthwith, and dis- 
- pensing with the loss you have already sustained, to atone for past folly, 


By order of Council, | | . 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 


7 In. Council of Safety, Bennington, August 25, 1777. 
To Capt. John Fassett—Sir, ; 

“You are requested to take ‘a potash kittle, for the Hessian troops to 
cook in. Give your receipt for the same, and bring the same to the- 
meeting-house in this place. | 

By order of Council, 
IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. 


l In Council of Safety, Bennington, August 26, 1777. 
To Adjutant Elisha Clark, f Safety, i 

You are hereby required to make return of the names and number of 
the officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers, belonging to Col. 
Samuel Herrick’s Regiment of Rangers, already raised within this State, 
for the defence thereof, to Ebenezer Walbridge, at Arlington, at 10 o? 
clock of the morning of the 28th. inst; as he 1s appointed and author- 
ised to muster, and return the several musters of the whole, in order to 
their being severally entered and entitled to their pay, agreeably to their 
several ranks. And you are further ordered to take particular accounts 
of the several companies and names of the several soldiers of that corps, 
py may hereafter join, at every opportunity. Of this you are not to 
fail, — : 

By order of Council, aa 
l . THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 
Attest, IRA ALLEN, Sec'y. 


In Council of Safety, Bennington, August 27, 1777. 
Whereas, this Council have received a letter from Capt. Burroughs, 
at Arlington, acquainting us that our scouts had taken all the stock of - 
every kind, from Auger Hawley’s wife, of Rupert, and she had made ap- 
plication to him for a cow, as her children was in a suffering condition— 
These are, therefore, to require you to let her have one cow, for the 
time being, out of the first cows you take from any disaffected person. 
. By order of Council, | 
IRA ALLEN, Sec'y.. 
Lt. Martin Powel, Commissioner of Sequestration. , 


In Council of Safety, Bennington, Aug. 27, 1777. 
These are to require all persons in this State, that have taken any ef- 
fects from, or belonging to, any person in the State of New-York, in these 
late disturbances, to deliver. up such effects to Mr. John, Abbott and 
Capt. Nathan Smith, as they are appointed by Major Younglove, one of 
_ the commissioners ef sequestration, for said State, to take care of euch 
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effects, in behalf of said State,—their proving their property to süch ef- 
fects. Provided such effects were not taken in the field of battle. 
By order of Ser 
IRA eee Sec'y. 


To whom it may concern. 


In Council of Safety, Bennington, Aug. 27, 1777. 
To 
Sir—You are hereby required to take four horses, belonging to John 
Munro, Esq. supposed to be at Mr. Brackenridge's, and them safely keep 
and convey them to this Council, as soon as may be. ; 
By order of Council, 


IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. 
The gentlemen in whose custody the horses are, is requested to deliver 
them to the bearer. 


In Council, August 27, 1777. 
. To Lieutenant Silas Watson, 

You will please to send all the evidence you have against Jonathan 
Card and Peleg Card, as we propose to .bring them on trial, on the 29th 
instant. We shall depend on hearing from you, by said day. 

By order of Council, 
IRA ALLEN, Sec'y. 


In Council of Safety, August 27,1777. 
To Capt. Joseph Farnsworth, Commissary, Bennington. 

Sir—If you please to give Lieut. Benjamin Chamberlain, and three 
men with him, three days provisions, as they are bold volunteers, this 
Council will settle with you for the same. | 

By order of Council, 
c- B IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. 


In Council of Safety, Aug. 27,1777. 
Permit Mrs. Munro to keep her cattle, sheep, swine, and other effects, 
until orders is given from this Council, for her to deliver them up. 
Ey order of Council, 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN, Pres. 
N. B. To Mrs. Munro—By sending to Bennington, to-morrow, you 
can have one cf your riding hores to use, until we send for him. 
Per order, 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN, Pres. 


In Council of Safety, Aug. 27, 1777. 
To Mr. Harris, 

_ + You are hereby directed to employ some men to harvest Mr. Brack- 
enricge’s wheat, and put the same into his barn. You also pay the ex- 
ense-out of the wheat, and what is not wanted, for the use of the fam- 
ily, you will keep, until further orders from this Council. 

By order of Sonel l 
. IRA ALLEN, Sec'y. 
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In Council of. Safety, dug. 28, 1777. 
To Mr. David Fassett—Sir, > ott ty 
~ You will proceed to Mr. James Brackenridge’s, and make strict exam- 
ination of his improvements, or lands adjoining; and if you find any 
stock or other effects, which you have reason to suspect, belongs to any - 
enemical persons within this State, you will seize the same, and cause it - 
to be brought to this Council, as soon as may be. s 
By order of Council, EMEN 
IRA ALLEN, Secy. 
In Council of Safety, August 29, 1777. 
To Mr. David Fassett.—8Sir, e 7 
You are to proceed to the house of Mr. ——,* of Shaftsbury, 
and seize all his lands and effects, of whatsoever name or nature, and 
bring all.his writings, together with all his movable effects, to this Coun- 
cil, excepting two cows and such other effects as are wanted for the sup- 
port of said ’s family, which you are to leave with the woman, ta- 
king.a proper account of them. . _ | ) ME 
By order of Council, 


. IRA ALLEN, Sey, . 
. ^ In Council of Safety, Aug. 29, ATTT. ^ 
To Mr. Jesse Burke, Westminster—Sir, > . a 
You will bring Capt. — * of Putney, now in your care, to this 
Council, as soon as may be. (7 l " . 
^. 7  . By order of Council, s MEE s 
` THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 


i In Council of : Safety, Aug. 29, 1777. 
To the Committee of Safety, in Windsor, and the adjacent Towns, in 
- this State—Gentleman, , - » -. 
All such persons as you shall have sufficient evidence exhibited against, 
on trial, as to prove them so far enemies to the liberties of America, as 
to be dangerous persons. to go at large, you will send to Westminster 
goal, and put them in close confinement. If you send any prisoners to 
said goal, you will send a proper guard; provided it should happen be- 
fore any prisoners or guards should be sent from this. - © — .  . 
By order of Council, © 


MEE . THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President: 


. In Council of. Safety, Aug. 29, ATTT.. 
To Mr. Benjamin Fassett—Sir, — s | 

You are hereby directed to proceed to Pownal, and bring from some 
of the Toriés that are gone to the enemy, or otherwise proved themselves 
to be enemies to their country, a load of sauce, for the use óf the wound- 
ed prisoners here ; and make returns to this Council of what you bring, 
and from whom. You will leave sufficient for their families. 

. Per order, i E 


——— . THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 
* See note, page 198. B2 | 
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ApoU ` In Council of Safety, Aug. 29, ATTT. 

Whereas, his honor, Major General B. Lincoln, has requested this 
Council to raise a part of the militia of this State,to serve in Continen- 
tal service, agreeable to the Resolution of the Hon. Continental Congress 
of tlie United: States ;—in obedience to which, this Council have hereto- 
foré résolved, that three hundred and twenty-five men of the militia of 
this State, should be raised for the defence of this, and the United States 
of America:—and whereas, the price of all kinds of provisions and 
clothing, are raised to exorbitant prices— 

Resolved, therefore, that fifty shillings per month be paid to each per- 
son that shall serve agreeable to the aforesaid Resolutions, in addition to 
their Continental pay. l 

By order of Council, l - 
IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. 


In Council of Safety, Aug. 29, 1777. 
To the Hon. Major General Lincoln —Sir, . ] 

The following contains a list of the Tories of this State, and the sev- 
eral erimes with which they stand charged, viz :—* 
and ——, by their own confession, are found guilty. 
of assisting the enemy in disarming the inhabitants of Sandgate, within 
this State. 


, , and 
; acknowledge they voluntarily joined the enemy, and were taken in 
action, the 16th inst. 

, was taken in action the 16th instant, and, by his own con- 
fession, fired his piece three times, on General Stark's brigade. 

, voluntarily applied to Mr. Skeene, took his protection,-— 
procured a quantity of aminunition— promised a number of cattle, car- 
riages, &c. - Taken by Col. Warner, on his return, endeavoring to carry 
his projects into execution. 

-and —— - confess they were conversant with the ene- 
my,—have taken protection, and voluntarily assisted them with teams, 
provisions, &c. : 
found to be in the aforesaid action, and supposed to be in 


>t 


arms. 


The eviderice against him enclosed. : 
The above are the whole which the Council have in custody, except | 
some few who have been brought so late, the evidence have not, as yet. 
arrived. : 
1 am, Dear General, 
Your most obedient, hunible servant, 


THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 


In Council of Safety, Aug. 30, 1777. 
* and ——— are permitted the liberty of this 
town, until further orders from this Council. 
i By order of Council, 


IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. 


———— 


* See note, page 128. 


COUNCIL OF SAFETY. ; 203 ' 

- *, of ‘Munro Patent, and. -——— ————, of little 
White Creek, are permitted to return to their several habitations, until 

further orders,-- they behaving as becometli. : 

: Byordetof Council, | °? 555 o5 57 507 

IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. 


- 


In Council of Safety, 2d September, 1777. 
To Lieut. Ebenezer Hyde - Sir, © a 
You are hereby required to examine the goods deposited in the cart, 
now in the care of Seth Kealer, and report the several articles particu- 
. larly, which are not wearing apparell; for which this shall be your suf- 
ficient warrant. You will make returns, as.soon as may be. 
By order of Council, l 
IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. 


^ In Council of Safety, 3d September, 1777. : 
Capt. Elijah More of Putney, and Capt. Leonard Spauldin, are ap- 
pointed Commissioners of Sequestration, &c. 


—— ——* is permitted to return home, and remain on his father’s 
home farm, (and if found off, to expect thirty-nine lashes of the beach 
seal,) until further orders from this Council. 


Thomas Green is permitted to return.home, on-the recommendation 
of Major Younglove, until further orders. 


In Council, 3d Sept. 1777. 
To Thaddeus Harris, of Bennington—Sir, . 

“You are directed to deliver all the cattle in your care, or in Mr. Breck- 
enridge’s enclosures, that you know, or have reason to believe, belongs 
to the State of New-York, to Major Younglove; as he is one of the 
Commissioners of Sequestration for said State. 

By order of Council, l 
IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. 


In Council of Safety, 3d Sept. 1777. 
Then personally appeared ‘David Smith, and -acknowledged himself 
bound in a recognizance of one hundred pounds,-to the ‘Secretary of the 
Council of the State of Vermont, that ‘Capt. Michael Lantman shall ap- 
pear before the General Committee of Albany, within six days, to an- 
swer any complaint-that may-be-exhibited against him. 


"n In Councilof Safety,Ath Sept. 1777. 
To the officer commanding the guards at Capt. Dewey’s:barn— Sir, 
You are hereby authorised to remove áll-the -prisoners.to the school- 

house, and see that there is a proper guard over-them, except those that 


va mma, 


* See note, page 198, 


? 
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are wounded. If there is sufficient room for them in the meeting-house, 
you are to put them there, in lieu of the school-house. 
By order of Council, 


IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. 


Capt. Joseph Ingley has a permit to take a bay mare, taken from 
Capt. Hard’s son, and use, during the pleasure of Council. 

By. order of Council, 

l IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. 


In Council, 4th Sept. 1777. 
To all whom it may concern, 
You are hereby required to deliver unto Capt. Sunderland, the bearer, 

such arms and other accontrements, as you have taken from the field of 
battle, in Hubbarton ; and, on the receipt of your accounts, you will be 
reasonably paid for your trouble. 

> 7 By order of Council, 

IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. 


. In Council of Safety, Ath Sept. 1777. 


This Council having heard the evidences against 
heard his evidence, and considered the case, with all the attending cir- 
cumstances, do judge and order that the said Bostwick pay a fine for the 


use of this State, of three pounds, and stand committed until this judg- 
ment be complied with. 


By order of Council, 
| THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 


Thomas Bull has- given his word, for the above sum, to be forthwith 
paid. 


vamma 


In Council, Ath Sept. 1771. 
"This Council, having before them * who stands charged 
with being an enemy to the United States of America, having heard the - 
witnesses, and considered them, with all the attending circumstances, do 
judge that the said is an enemy to the said States, and a dangerous 
person to go at large ;—therefore order that he be committed to close 

confinement, unfil released, by order of this Council. 
By order of Council, . 
^. THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 


l In Council of Safety, Ath Sept-ATTT. 
Resolved, that Gen. Jacob Bailey, Doct. Jonas Fay, and Capt. Ira 
Allen, be a committee to wait on the Hon. Major General Lincoln, to 
assure him that every aid and assistance in the power of this Council, will 
be granted him, on the earliest notice. l 
By order of Council, 
IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. | 


** See note, page 199, 
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Jonathan Smith is permitted to pass to Litchfield, in Connecticut, and 
return in fifteen days.* . UE MP 2 i 


To whom it may-conéern. 
Permit + to pass the guards from, this to Manchester, 

and remain on his farm, during his good behavior, or the pleasure of this 

Council, - 


In Council of Safety, Bennington, Sept. 5, 1777. 


Per order, 
i THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 
Let him take his oxen and cart. 


In Council of Safety, 6th Sept. 1777. 
` "Fo Mr. David Fassett- Sir, . 1 
Agreeable to General Lincoln’s request to this Council, you are direct-- 
ed to engage five teams, to carry flour to Manchester, this day. 
y order of Council, 


IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. 


In Council of Safety, Sept. 6, 1777.- 
To Capt. William Fitch—Sir,  . : iod ^. dt 
You are hereby directed to deliver to Capt. Goodnough, the bearer, 
two sides of leather, out of. Marsh's fatts, and out of his leather, taking — 
his receipt for the same, after appraised. 
By order of Council, 


IRA ALLEN, Sec'y. 


*. Resolved, that Mr. Joseph Fay be, and he is hereby, appointed Secre- 
tary to this Council. cua M 
E ATTEST, IRA ALLEN, Sec’y. 


E Bennington, Sept. 6, 1777. 
"This may certify, to all whom it may concern, that Brigadier General 
Stark has, this day, made a present of one Hessian broad sword, to the 
Hon. Council of the State of Vermont, in order to be kept in said Coun- 
cil Chamber, as a memorial, in commemoration of the glorious action 
fought at Walloomsack, August 16, 1777 ; in which case, the exertions 
of thé said Council, was found to be exceeding servicable. 
. By the donor's order, 
i JOHN CASEY, 4. D. Camp. 


| _ In Council, 6th Sept. 1777. 
To the General Committee at Albany. i 
The following contains a list of persons, belonging to the State of 
New-York, confined, on suspicion of being enemies to the United States 


amenna aminen 


* We find incorporated in this journal, a great number of licenses simildr to this ; 


which we have omitted, to avoid-incumbering the- work with unnecessary rebetitions.- 


t See note, page 198. 
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ef America, viz 5 ———,. , and 
. ‘The above are the whole which the Council haves in custody. 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 


"THOMAS CHITTENDEN,, President. 


To the Hon. Major General Gates. 

The following contains a list of the tories belonging to this State, and 
the several crimes with which they stand charged, viz :— 

* has joined a tory seout, under arms, and assisted them in 
taking, and keeping, a prisoner ; and, by his own confession, given hard 
money to several young men, to induce, and enable, them to join said 
scout, and go to the British troops. 

went voluntarily, under arms, to the enemy's camp, and was 
taken on the 16th day of August, in the memorable battle fought near 
this place. The reason of his being sent in irons is—he has once broke 
from the guards, and got some miles, before retaken, 

This committee wish those persons to be sent on board the guard ships 
in the north river, or otherwise dealt with, as your honor, in your great 
wisdom, shall think proper. 

I am, Dear General, 
Your most obedient, humble servant 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. . 


f * being arraigned for enemical conduct towards the United 
States of America; this Council having heard the evidence against the 
said „and his arguments, and having duly deliberated on the same, 
do judge and order, that the said ay a fine for the use of this 
State, of twenty pounds, and stand committed until judgment is complied 
with. 
Sept.11. Judgment is complied with, and he has taken the oath of 

allegiance, and is acquitted. l 


Masi Maas stent 


In Council of Safety, 6th Sept. 1777. 
is proved an enemy to the United States of America, by 
words and actions, and is judged a dangerous person to go at large. 
has taken protection under General Burgoyne, and been 
very officious in assisting him ;~-by his own confession, been to the regu- 
lars, and drove cattle. 


EO 


and , proved to have 
been aiding and assisting the British troops, and are dangerous persons to 
go at large. 

This Council having heard the witnesses, with all the attending circum- 
stances, of the several persons above named, do judge and order, that 
said persons be committed to close confinement, in the common no at 
Westminster, until released by proper authority. 

By order of Council, 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN, Pres. 


* See note, page 198. 
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In Council of Safety, 6th. Sept. 1777. 

The Council's compliments most cordially wait on his honor Brigadier 
General Stark, with their sincere thanks forthe honor the General has 
been pleased to do them, by presenting them with a Hessian broad sword, 
taken by a number of troops from the State of New-Hampshire, and 
elsewhere, under his immediate command, in the memorable battle fought 
in Walloomsack, near this place, on the 16th of August last ; and also for 
the honor the General has been pleased to do them, in applauding their 


' exertions in a public weal, as a Council. 


JOSEPH FAY, Sec'y. 
* Brig. Gen. Stark. — 


In Council of Safety, Sept. 8, 1777. 
Whereas, complaint has been made to this Council, against you, for 
disposing of cattle and horses belonging to this State, you are therefore 
hereby summoned to appear before this Council, to answer the complaint, 
immediately. RES 
Per order, l 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN, Pres. 
To Wm. Searls, Jun. of Arlington. i 


To Capt. Jonathan Fassett, 
You are hereby authorised to procure, or impress, ten teams, immedi- . 
ately, for the use of forwarding provisions to the army. 
By order of Council, 
i THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 


In Council, Sept. 8, 1777. 
To Capt. Ebenezer Allen — Sir, A 

This day received yours of the 6th instant, dated at Manchester, re- 
questing this Council to furnish you with shoes. We have taken the 
same into consideration, and do hereby recommend to you to take some 
leather out of Marsh’s tan-yard, at Shaftshury, and make moccasons, to 
answer the present purpose, until shoes can be procured, ^ You are to 
make application to Capt. Fitch, or the person who has the care of the 

yard. The leather is to be appraised, and returns made to this board. 

. By order of Council, ' 
THOS. CHITTENDEN, President. 


The following is a copy of a complaint received from Lt. Isaac Clark. 
Bennington, Sept. 8, 1777. 
To the Council of Safety, 
I, the subscriber, complain of m of Castleton, for going to 
the ministerial army, and serving, as a conductor of teams, in the king’s 


service, as doth appear by his writings. 
ISAAC CLARK, Lt. 


* See note, page 193. 
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In Council of Safety, Sept. 8,1 
'To the officer of the main guard, f Safary, Sep aes 
You are hereby required to take the body of and him 
safely keep in the guard-house, until further ois nom this Council. 
You are also to continue him in irons. 
By order, 


JOSEPH FAY, Sec'y. 


In Council, Sept. 9, 1771. 
Chareles Brewster is appointed one of the Commissioners of Seques- 
tration for this State. 


Resolved, that the estate of * of Manchester, be confiscated 
io the use ‘of this State, for his enemical conduct towards the United 
States of America. 


In Council of Safety, Bennington, Sept. 9, 1777. 
Resolved, that * be committed to close confinement in the 
common gaol in Litchfield, in lieu of Westminster gaol. 


To all whom it may concern, 

Permit Messrs. Lemuel Canfield and Jabez Wooster to pass to Ar- 
lington, and move to this place "s family and moveable effects, 
and lease out his farm. 

By order of Council, 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President 


In Council, AOth Sept. 1777. 
Whereas William Searls, Jun. has disposed of one yoke of oxen, 
which is the property of * of Manchester, who has been . 
apprehended as an enemy to the United States— 
Resolved, therefore, that said Searls be, and hereby is directed, imme- 
diately to pay into the Treasury of this State, seventy-four dollars, which 
was the sum he received for said oxen. 


By order, 


JOSEPH FAY, Sec’y. 
Execution issued on the above judgment, to Ebenezer Wallis. 


In Council of Safety, 11th Sept. 1777. 
To Peter Harwood, 
You are directed to receive the sick person, in David Fassett’s care, 
into your house, and keep until further orders. 
By order of Council, 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 


* js permitted to go to Arlington, to see his wife, as she 
is sick, and return again in thirty-six hours. -> 


a ee 


* See note, page 198., 
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. da Council, 12th Sept. 1711. 
Yo Freegift Cole—Sir, 
' You are required to deliver to Lieut. Isaac Clark, five sides of leath- 
er, out of the leather belonging to Marsh, and take his receipt for thé 
same. 

By order, 
J OSEPH FAY, Sec’y. 


Whereas, sundry persons in this State, have been so lost to a sense of 
the duty they owe to the Supreme Arbiter of rights, and their country, 
friends and relations, as to join the tyrant of Great Britain, together 
with his foreign mercenary troops, and cruel savages in arms, and have 
been flagrantly guilty of shedding the blood of their innocent neighbors 
and friends ;—and whereas several women, wives to those merciless and 
unproked murderers, have aided and assisted in bringing about such their. 
designs, by harboring, secreting, feeding, and giving private intelligence 
to such emissaries of Great Britain, and, by riding post, carrying intelli- 
gence to the enemies’ camp and scouts, are found to be dangeraus per- 
_ sons to society, and instruments of great mischief to this, and the United 
States of America; 

Resotved, therefore, that all such persons as: have joined, or may here- 
after join, the British troops, and left, or may hereafter leave, their wives 
and families within this State, have their wives and families sent to Gen- 
eral John Burgoyne’s head quarters, or some other branch of the minis- 
terial army, as soon as may be. 

By order of Council, E 
. JOSEPH FAY, Soy. 


In Council of Safety, 12th Sept. 1771. 

Then voluntarily appeared before.this Council, ——' ——-,* and ac- 
knowledgeth himself guilty of taking his arms and joining the infamous 
'"s company, and going with them to the British army,— 
praying this Council to take him under their protection, and deal with 
, him according to their judgment and discretion ;— 

This Council having taken the same under their consideration, do 
judge that, on his dispensing with the loss of what he has already sustain- 
ed, and-voluntarily taking the oath ‘of fidelity to the United States of 
America, -he be dismissed. 

By order of Council, 


JOSEPH F AY, Sec’y. 


‘Fo whom it: niay concern, 

Permit ——— to pass from this tọ his farm in. . Manchester, there 
to remain unmolested; he -hehaving as; becometh a, friend to his coun- 
iry,—as he has taken the oath of allegiance to the States of America, 


‘By order . 
Í JOSEPH FAY, Sec’y, 


* See note, page 198, - 
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Resolved, that — —* be permitted to go to his brother's, in 
White Creek, and there to remain until further orders from this Council, 


upon giving sufficient bail. — Ne 


. In Council of Safety, Sept. 12, 1777. -` 
Then personally appeared John Curtis, and acknowledges himself 
bound to the Treasurer of this State, in a recognizance of two hundred 
pounds, that — - * shall be ready at his house, to answer the 
call of this Council, at any time. 
By order of Council, ; l 
ME THOMAS CHITTENDEN, Pres. 


———-*, having voluntarily appeared before this Council, 
and acknowledged himself guilty of taking up arms, and joining the in- 
famous —— —s’ company, and jolning the British army, praying 
this Council to take. bim under their protection, and deal with him ac- 
. cording to their judgment and discretion :— 

"This Council, having taken his case under their consideration, do: 
judge and order, that the said ——— — pay, as a fine, the sum 
of twenty pounds, and stand committed until this judgment is complied 
with; and the said - — voluntarily take the oath of fidelity to the U- 
mited States of America—then to be discharged. d 


By order of Council, 
JOSEPH FAY, Sec'y. 
The above judgment is satisfied, in cash. 
JOSEPH FAY. 


In Council, Sept. 12, 1777. 
This Council, on reconsidération, vote and order that % 
pay thirty pounds, L. money, as a fine for the use of this State, arid be: 
released from any further confinement. zi ; . 
Per order, 


JOSEPH FAY, Sec'y. 


Resolved, that * be permitted the privilege of letting 
. his farm and effects, in Arlington, remain in the hands of Deliverance 
Squire, unmolested, as he has satisfied this Council for his past conduct, 
and taken the oath of fidelity to the United States of America. 
By order of Council, — 
E THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President- 


- 


Received of Nathan Canfield, one pair blacksmith’s bellows, one an- 
vil, one vice, without screw, and one pair of tongs, which was the prop- 
erty of Samuel Buck, of Arlington. In behalf of the Council, received, 


Per, - 
| ' JOSEPH FAY, Sec'y. 


bn POI 


* See note, page 198, 
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| "In Council of Safety, 18th Sept. 1777: 
I received your's of yesterday's date—also received verbal. accounts 


- "from your father. Ani surprised at both — ` 


First, the account in your letter, when you say that what you ever be- 


lieved, you now know to be true, viz.—that the protection of the States 


was the best—considering the conversation I have lately had with you, . ~ 
and your cenduct. . a us 
Secondly—that you should think strange that we should take care of 
yoür interest, when we had certain intelligence that you had joined our 
avowed enemies, and was actually in their service; and AN 
Thirdly—that you should attempt to escape, when you was taken by 
our people, on your return; which circumstance would have been much 


. in. your favor, even if they had brought you in. You were much to 


blame in breaking away from the guard. j 
However, what provocation you had to conduct in that manner, is yet 
unknown to me ; yet, notwithstanding, as it appears by your letter, and 
your father's request, that you have a -desire to be received into favor of 
your country, I am to inform you, that if you see cause to come to this 
Council, you may depend on being used as well as you can reasonably 
expect, when all the circumstances of your case are known. Those per- 


-sons that took. you, must be present, when you come. ‘If you think 


best to come, it must be within two days from this date; and this shalt - 
be your sufficient warrant, on the way, - E 
By order of Council, 
I am, Sir, yours, 


Ll 


THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President: . 


| c _ In Council of Safety, 20th sept. 1777. 

The Council beg leave to return their sincere thanks to the Hon. Brig- ` 
adier General Jonn STARK, for the infinite service he has been pleased to 
do them, in defending them and. their constituents, from the cruel and 
bloody rage of their unnatural enemy, who sought to destroy them, on 
the 6th day of August last They also return their grateful acknowl- 
edgements, for the honor the General has been pleased to do the Council, 
by presenting them with one Hessian gun with bayonet, one broad sword, - 
one brass barrell'd drum, and one grenadier's cap—taken on the memo- 
rable 6th of August, aforesaid for the use of this State. The Gene- 
ral may rely, that they will be reserved for the use they were designed. 

i I am, Dear General, with sentiments of. esteem, l 

Your most obedient, humble servant, . 

l O THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. - 

Gen Stark. a oe l MEE B 


The bearer, Samuel Trowbridge, is permitted to pass to Arlington, 
ra Ne his family down the country, as he has taken the oath of 
ehty. | : 
By order of Council, | 
— - THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 


** See note, page 198, 
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M j Ta Council of Safety, 17th Sept. 1777. 
Resolved, that whatsoever of the goods or chattels, that his prop» 
erty, (viz. ———*-—has been taken by our scouts, we make him . 


no compensation ; but he to bear the loss, on the Couneil giving him, 


the said » 8 pass to return to his habitation, and there to remain, 
` under our protection, on his good behaviour for the future. 


By erder of Council, - 
l THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 
| In Council of Safety, 19th Sept. 1777. 
Permit Garret Williamson to take a red roane horse, that belongs tq, 
himself, or his son, lately taken by Lt. Isaac Clark. 
By order of Council, a 
THOS. CHITTENDEN, President... 
i In Council, Sept. 20, 1777. 
Resolved, on reconsideration, that ——— —-——* pay a fine of forty 
pounds, ten shillings, for the use of this State, and to stand committed 
until this judgment is complied with. . 
l By order of Couneil, 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 


Received, the above sum of £40; 10: 0, at two several payments, in 
behalf of the Tréasurer. ' 
JOSEPH FAY, Sec’y. 


In Council of Safety, Sept. 19, 1777. 

- The bearer, Capt. Ebenezer Willoby, having passed examination be- 
fore this Council, has leave to-return to his home, at Arlington ; to re- 
turn the arms belonging to Mr. Moore, or the guard he set over him, and 
return to this Council within five days from this date, on the parole of 
honor; having first notified Mr. Moore to attend on this Council with 
him, or ‘bring a line from said Moore, to signify that all matters-in dis- 
pute between them, is finally settled with Capt. Willoby. Should Mr. 
Moore refuse, it is accepted he will attend, on this notice. 

By order of Council, 
t JOSEPH FAY, Sec'y. 


In Council of Safety, YOth September, 1777. 
To Capt. William Fitch—Sir, DIE d 
Whereas, Mr. Timothy Mead has, some days past, made application 
to this Council, to take thirteen sheep out of the tory flock in Arlington, 
in lieu of that number which he lost, —this Council positively orders that" 
none he delivered, until further evidence can be had. 
I am, Sir, your humble servant, 
By order of Council, > — — 
l JOSEPH FAY, Sec’ys 
* See note, page 189. 
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. Bennington, Sept. 21, 1777. 

i : (CIRCULAR.) i 

To all gentlemen concerned. — — j a. 
. The :Counċil enclose a copy of the Hon. General Gates’ particular 
and positive orders, of this date, to you, which he requests may be for- 
warded to you, with the greatest speed. It seems that your assistance 
can never be more wanted than at this critical moment. The armies are 
now in such position, as renders it impossible for the-enemy to avoid an 
action. It is a thing almost impossible for them to retreat ; therefore, if 
you will now instantly give your assistance, you never can have it in 
your power to do yourselves, and your country, a greater service. So 
favorable a prospect of success, in the northern department, never before 
appeared. Pray exert yourselves, this once, and the matter cannot de~ 

tain you long.. de 
iam, Dear Gentlemen, with great anxiety, 
_ ‘By order of Council, ma 
Your most obedient, humble servant, —. 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. ` 


Les 


In Council of Safety, Sept. 22, 1777. 
To Capt. Jonas Galusha—Sir, = mE 

You are hereby directed to repair, with the fifty men of the militia of 
Col. Moses Robinson's Regiment, now under your command, tothe Hon. . 
Major General Gates! head quarters, who is the commander in chief of — 
the northern department. You will, on, your urrival, put yourself un- 
der his immediate command, where you will receive orders, during the, 
time you are engaged for, unless sooner discharged by him, or some other 
Continental officer, commanding the northern department;. during which 
time, you will strictly adhere to, and follow, such ‘orders and directions, 
as you shall, from time to time, receive from your superior officers. 


To Lieut. William Hutchins. — mE | 
Sir -- You being the next officer m command, and Capt. Galasha be- 
ing unable to attend the service, will take the-above- command, and see 
the orders duly executed. - l JE 
E By order of Council, - — 


1 


. JOSEPH FAY, Sey. |. 


In Council of Safety, Sept. 24, 1777. 

To Mr. Conner, . B | i: | 

You are hereby ordered to deliver to Mr.. William Broomley, his cow, 

tliat you have in your keeping, as I am informed that your cow is in 
Shaftsbury, and can drive her home. | e 

^— ' . By order of Council, 

E | . JOSEPH FAY, Sec’y. 


Nathaniel Mallary is permitted to join Capt. Smith's company, as he 
had engaged to take arms in defence of the liberties of America. Í 
By order of Council, 
| JOSEPH FAY, Sec'y, 


r 
t 
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X 


sentenced to pay a fine of fifteen pounds, to satisfy the 
judgment of this Council against him, for enemical conduct towards the 
United States. : 
By order of Council,- © M A PA 

eee. <p EC Lh JOS. FAY, Sec y. 


: | ` In Council of Safety, Sept. 24, 1777. 

In consequence of a letter received from Col. Benjamin Simonds, for. 
horses to forward flour to the relief of General Warner, at Tyconderoga, . 
we have granted warrants to procure them, with all expedition. 

By order of Council, 


JOSEPH FAY, Sec’y. 
To Capt. Nathan Smith—Sir, 


You are hereby required to march, with the men under your command, 
to Paulett, on horse back, where you will apply to Col. Simonds for a. 
-horse load of flour to each man and horse. You will furnish bags suff- 
. cient for such purpose. 
By order of Council, . 
) THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 


To Capt. Ebenezer Wood—Sir, 

^ You are hereby required to take the charge of the men, horses and 
bags, ordered from this town, and proceed, without one minute’s loss of 
time, to Paulett, where you will apply to Col. Benjamin Simonds for a 
load of flour for each horse, and proceed to Gen. Warner, with the same; 
if Col. Simonds shall judge proper. When you return, you are to take 
especial care that the horses and bags be returned totheir proper owners. 

JOSEPH FAY, Sec’y. 


In Council of Safety, Sept. 24, 1777. 

Pursuant to a complaint made to this Council, by Henry Snyder, for 
two horses ‘stele, as will appear by the complaint on file ;—Sergeant 
and ,* being apprehended, and brought before this 
Council. acknowledge themselves guilty of stealing said horses. 

Therefore this Council, having taken into consideration their cases, do 
judge, by the evidence and their own confession, that the act was theft,— 
` an atrocious crime, that demands, by the laws of God and men, that the 
person or persons, found guilty, should be made a public example of, to 
deter people from such vicious practices :— The Council, unwilling t 
see any person suffer, are, nevertheless, constrained, in duty to themselves 
and constituents, to order that the said and , TC 
ceive, each, thirty-nine lashes on the naked back, at the liberty pole in 
this place, to satisfy the complaint, and be discharged. 

Mt. Josiah Brush, the officer appointed to execute this warrant, is ap- 
. pointed to see this judgment put in immediate execution. 

By order of Council, 


THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 


* See note, page 198; 


i and —— 
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| In Council of Safety, 24th Sept. NT. 

"Henry Suyder — before this Council, and acknowledged to 
have received eighteen pounds, eighteen shillings, for the T and 
‘cost of recovering his horses. 

"Therefore, the Council, on reconsideration of ‘the case of 
, have thought fit to take off the corporal s unen 
and discharge them, on their paying to the Council, as: an acknowledge-  . 
merit to the public, a fine of five pounds, and nine shillings cost, and re-  . 
ceive a reprimand from the Hon. the President of this Council. 

By order of Council, 
; THOMAS CHITTENDEN, Pres. 
Received in full satisfaction of i above judgment. 


JOS. FAY, Sec’y. 


In Council of Safety, 25th Sept.1777- 
In consequence of a letter, this day received from Colonels Brown and 
Herrick, requesting teams to be sent to bring on plunder, to this TR 
we have therefore given orders to procure five teams. 
By order of Council, 


THOMAS CHITTEN DEN, President. 


In Council of Safety, 26th September, 1777. 
To Mr. Wright, and the other teams in company, 
You are to repair from this to Paulet, with your teams, there to apply . 
to the commanding officer, or Lt. Hyde, to be loaded with plunder,. be- 


longing to Col. Brown, and return with the same, and gelver it safe, to 
this Council. 


By order -of Council, i 
JOSEPH -FAY, See? Ye 


is permitted to pass from this to Litchfield south farms, in 
„Connecticut ; there to remain, and not to be found without the bounds of 
ihat place, without a pass irom the Committee of Safety. 

By order, i 


* i 


` JOS. FAY, Soo’y. 


du Council of Safety, 30th Sept. 177 7. 


* is permitted to pass to his home, in little Hoosack, and 


: return in thirty days. _ 


* 


I promise, on the forfeiture of one thousand pounds, to see the above 
named ; before the Council, at the expiration of thirty days. 
: . | AARON BACKUS. 


In Council of Safety, 3d Oct. 1777. 
To Capt. J olia Simonds— Sir, 


You are hereby authorised and empowered, to let, or lease, all the es- 
tate of Col. ,* late of Kent, now with the se troops, both 


* See note, page 198, : ; 
* . * 


t 
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real and personal; and all real estate, except so muck ás humanity też 
quires for the comfortable support of the family, left behind, you will sell 
at public vendue, and return the money raised. on such sale, after the cost 
is paid, to the Treasurer of this State. The improved land you will let, 
or lease, to some proper person or persons, as you shall judge will serve 
the best purpose of supporting the family, and the benefit of this State, 
not exceeding the term of two years. — . 

You will return to this Council, an account of all the estate, both real 
and personal, that you shall seize. You will take the advice of the Com- 
mittee of the town of Kent, with regard to what part will be sufficient 
to support the family. "You are to obey the orders of this Council, from 
time to time, relative to said estate, and settle your account with them, or 
their successors, or some person or persons, appointed for that purpose ;— 
and you are to do it on oath. 

By order of Council, | 
THOMAS CHITTENDEN, President. 
Attest— Jos. Fay, Sec’y. 


This may certify that we, pursuant tp Gen. Gates? orders, employed 
Mr. Moses Cleveland to ride post from this to Sheffield, and to impress 
fresh horses, when he should find it necessary. 

By order of Council, 
JOS. FAY, Sec'y. 
. Fo whom it may concern. 


In Council of Safety, Oct. 7, 1777. 
To Abner Blanchard, 
This Council orders that you deliver James Haskins, the gun which 
you took from him. 
' . By order of Council, 
JOSEPH FAY, Sec’y: 


In Council, Bennington, Oct. 8, 1777. 
— *, Paulett — Sir, | , 

This Council are informed that you are found, since you passed exam- 
ination before us, with arms and ammunition secreted, which gives the 
inhabitants great uneasiness; and nothing short of your making immedi- 
ate satisfaction to this"Council, will prevent your:being ordered, immedi- 
ately, to remove,—which must be done, forthwith. 

By order of Council, 


JOS. FAY, Secy. 
~ P.S. 1f you- can satisfy the inhabitants, and obtain their liberty, you 
may remain, until further orders. l l 
JOS. FAY. 


` ‘In -Couneil, Bennington, 8th Nov. | 1777. 
Mis. Easter Hawley— Madam; l 
We received your petition, the 8th instant, requesting an answer.— 


P ande 


* See note, page 198, id 
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We are not destitute of human affection, towards all persons, that are, in 
‘principle and practice, friends to America, if it.be found in the weaker 


vessel. Therefore you are permitted to remain-in peace, where you are, . 


until further orders -from this or a future Council, or a General Assembly 
of this State. 4 ; * . : 

By order of Council, 7 

mE JOSEPH FAY, Sec'y. 


D .. In Council, Oct. 8. 1777.. 
Gentlemen—-This Council earnestly recommend to the town of Ben- 
nington, to warn a town meeting, to fill up the Committee of Safety for 
‘said town. ; ; 
By order of Council, E - XM 
JOSEPH FAY, Sec'y. 
To the Selectmen of Bennington. . | 
Sold Simeon Sears and Mr. Risdon, the one half of the cart, belonging 


to this State, for twenty-three dollars. 
` By order, ` 


dy 


. JOSEPH FAY, Sec'y. 

2 ; Oct. 9, 1777. - 
You will please to deliver to Mr. Timothy Pritchett, the cart and oxen 
belonging to 
family to this place. 
By order of Council, 


JOSEPH FAY, Séc’y. 


: In Council of Safety, Oct. 16, 1777. 
This may certify, to whom it may concern, that Doct. Jacob Rhuback, 
being a friend to his country, has full power from this Council, to take his 
estate where it may be found—proving his property. r ; 
. JOS. FAY, Sec’y. 


To whom it may concern. 


‘Ephraim Knapp is permitted to go to Arlington, and remove his fam- 
ily down the country. i l D LM 
—. By order of Council, l DM 
JUPE | i JOSEPH FAY, Sec’y. 
To whom it may concern, _ | i M 
= , . In Council of Safety; Oct. 20, 1777 : 
To the Committee of Safety, Bennington- Gentlemen, 


On the request of Capt. John Fassett, Jun. one of your said Commit- . 


. tee, the Council are of opinion, that any persons from this State, who 


© ` have voluntarily deserted ‘the country’s cause, and have hadrrecourse to 


the enemy, for protection, directly or indirectly, do remain in their pres- 
+ See riote, page 198, l E 


——,* and go to Castleton and bring off said ——’s © 


t. Aaka 


* 
` 
- 
eR utentes 
- 


To whom it may concern. 


* 
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-ent situation, until a requisition be made by those who have them in cus- 


tody, to the authority of this State. 
l By order of Council, © we . 
R2 03 "LA. | JOSEPH FAY, Sec’y. 
t * In Council of Safety, Oct. 20, 1777. 
This Council having had under consideration, the particular circum- 
stances of ——— ,* are of opinion that he return to his farm in Cas- 
tleton, whenever he shall procure a certificate from under the hands of 
his several neighbors in that vicinity, that they are severally satisfied to . 
receive him into their friendship; and there to remain, until farther or- 


ders, unmolested. 
~  . By order of Council, 


te 


_ JOSEPH FAY, Sec'y.. 
N. B. May return with his family, if he chooses. . : 


The bearer, *,, is permitted to pass to Castleton, for the 
purpose of procuring the above named certificate. 

By. order of Council, ` 

| JOSEPH FAY, Sec'y. 


Col. Peter Olcutt proposed the following question to the Council, viz: ` 
Several of my men deserted over to the enemy, after being drafted to go 


..to;T'yconderoga - were gone about one month, and returned : — the ques- 


tion is—what must be done with these men? 
S Signed, Peter Olcutt. 
The Council’s answer is— If thoseeers have re-esteb- 


A2 


n 
Y 


aed the ferry over the Puyallup, proceed with: your battalion, to.: Sonti 
gütle, efect.a block "house at some convenient point as possible, and: - 
kepin readiness to. mové towards thé Nesqually. pass of -the, Cascades; 
ftis proposed: for your command to proceed from the South: prairie £o: 
W outl east, to Michael's fork of the N Neaqually, and erect there another 
feck house: 35 c “4 AUTO lw y 
æ You.willemploy upon ‘the york of opening: ‘roads and building block 
kases all the force at your command, not employed in making scouts; or 
a guard,arrange your guards to tliat a man. may be twenty-four hours 
asud twenty-fonr hours off, strengthen the Pioneer € company during its 
aployment in.cleaning.ont the roads and building defences by:es-Iarge:&- 
joking party from the other" companies of the command as possible, a 
werity: of moverent is absolutely demanded by the exigency of the case. _. 
4 Report tö this office.-the state.of affairs UE cee snd. the 
ogress of ‘the work ordered, as frequently a& possible; ^ .. «5 c. t 
Leave an officer and fifteen or twenty men-at: Fort Wii, CR 
i ~ Iam, sir, tespectfully, ^ $ 
. -Your obedient — 
TS Ts sq za YJ. TILTON, z 
eid E "itp Adjutant General W. T. V. 


By dřdetof; e Govérnor and Commanderin-Chief: 2 


Boe Hu 3 Z Fort Srevens, Yeu Pram, i 
; ‘ April 6th, 1856. 


Cd juli 


a 


P Excellency, n L cie mom vu - =- 


m — "st Gov. and Career Chit. T EEI : 2 
=i ss e of orders received: óm 80th EN T mapchied:thati 
yeimenjtundét.the guidance of; Mr. 185 ihe pads Lieut 
De y itor Adjutant sare battalion, and: varrivBd:aithissplace’s tame 
c arhar 7 91 pe hors A AS ni vore TAY 
z Onj3let; I. ed ir a the country-around;. so sojas tohid. , 
ie direction:the Indians:had taken, but.found:nó LE acrTedanechm . 
April 1st.— Marched for Lakamas prairie; mtr the- guidsnce;of- 


^ - 
TO tea ae 


ved 


tre s 


304 
Mr: Brail,; who had lost sme horses by 'the"Indisüs recently, brit coli 
find'no tign: Rotüriied to this place. by way-of, tlie Nesqually river. “Qh 
the third, the Test of my company ‘having joined me, started:with: : twenty: 
seven ‘men, intending to go as far as possible towards’.the mountain; 
Took four: days" rations.. , 4th. —Maréhed all -day.-without;seeing any In 
dians. Sent horses back to Lackamas prairie, and proceeded forwant 
with partot command. Returned” in the roning: “without making "y 
discovery. i nis eta 13.47 
è iv Dth.-—Detáched "Lt: renti with fifteeh. pien: towards head of 
thie 3Nesqually. , fiver, with order to'examine the fiver minutely on his way 
downto this place, whilst I ‘returned with the rest of the compeny to 
this place. > i 5B wot x8 XS H um 
- 60K Scouts havi. returned, moved.camp ito Temoric pri 
where I can get good’ feed forthe animals. No fresh Indian sign hu 
-been found. It is.sdpposed. that ‘there ware re-only four P Indians in the 
party i that stole the horses. ^4 6 5. oaia . 
* t0. ka’, " pn x 


Fou ST aisi 


* I.have the honor to be, 
SUYECPZ Very respectfully, &c., 
SPOU fae 5$ 27 a. BLUFORD MILLER, 


aed 5s Oey dapt. Cor I, W. T. V. 
(No. 2£2.} E 
M . - Exgcumve OFFICE, Orzum; t 
e "April 10th, 1856. f 
Major 6. Hars, (7 t A | 
Com’ , Central Battalion: - =- 50 5 f 1 
Sim I he havé,réceivéd yoü- letter of “this date, resigning your pak 
tion ab Major; " ostio Ceitral battalion» Ltd we a A> ! . 25 EA 


eio niddackepted, to:takéefféct, ‘rom his. date.: * 
In asceptinghy rivet guation, I desire:to express: dnyreppreeiation 
your services inthe Indian war. - ‘Communications from the office of ibt: 
 Kdjütant. Generalshavesshown you that the:authorities havé not been ur, 
` mihdful of the time you have devoted tothe publio servion; not shetani 
. Ships: yoishaveienesimtered 2p UG sqb nuit zt isl, 


that N 


aw 


] 908. - m 


Ed aration 1 that in. the bosom of your family youll find a solace, from 
dd public, employment. E 
ery respectfully; 
os . kinh obedieht servant, > -; DA au 
` Raa = ISAAC,I STEVENS, : 
3 E E E E Gov. and. Commonder-in- Chief, a3 
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2437] x Nic d SR Ri Neh E qu E Ne e 
3 un E rM ETPA from. Adjutant General te Captain’ 
Sgindal, on whoin command-of Cent£al battalion: had! devolved, at- siuné 


wx seront of in 6th inst.-to Mejor Hayse ivo cie on Pani 
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A -  Execonve Orrice, "WASHINGTON: TERRITORY, | ` 
~ a Olympia, April; 15, 1856. r 
t. C. W. Swinvar, l i pas 3 
Ar "Tm ommanding , Central Battalion : | 27 j i 
EF Tiet. Col, Shaw has been elected Lient. Col, of the Central ` 
A sit Southern Battalion. ` p SË ah Tou debits, 
Lo. Tou will push-forward;-eatablish: a Toa oie àt South. prairie,-and 
i -cótasmynioation; with ‘the force moy püshing, up, the, Nesqually. . 
‘egramuniogting with Col, Shaw, you will reveren him pedern 
Roe s of, the battalion. 2... paii ake aires 
aéreo he ‘here, thatthe line. of theNes me Sore 
ito, hy ocoupied—thag itis to, beast 
od that whe >‘ availgble;force of your battalion, is Bonis 


^ = be €^ t 4. 
. Ls P auium ieee gy ae Lol ox thy e ] 
fear "asia. Tul yours {2° 8 Stay top ea Th, 


Puc = 


Signed) ne Per aad iS " Go EA TL SEEVENS, rT i 


; a hepa Tau Dni $. nd ae y iss Goya, araa Bad Commander-in-Chief;, ti 
"m 29 ; 


wm mea 


Loc me m ge 


L3 


"[No.'945]*. Tan Sadie ev os c0 

^ s 2 ~- * a 23 As. 2 
i j Caw MowrcowERY, Aptil-20th, 1856. -: 
cU C * E 


Loa 


or. Ev. oon IRA AM a uns di 
1.1 -sQ6mmenderán-Chíef : m 

"Sm; T novel forward onthe 15th inst, for South prairie, by wey d 
Finnell’s prairie, cutting a wagon road some six miles through the woods, 

- and making a good road. On 2d, enéamped/on, South prairje, and two 
days after, completed block house, which I flamed Fort McAllister, and 
on the following morning, moved towards Camp Montgomery... The Pi 
oneers deserye much credit for their perseverance. 

On 1%th int., I sent out.a sconting party “ap the north branch of the 
North fork of the Poyallup, commanded by Adjutant’ Ruth, : Some foir 
‘of five iniles -up the river, they:discovered w camp,” which the Indians no | 
doubt had intended for theii- placé of ‘retreat, but no fresh’ sign -was - seen, 
except one track which passed through. Sóuth: prairie ‘towards While 
river. "o te . 


* 
"E 
1 


* 3 ` OK dd. S * * 
"Very respectfully, . Pu 
VEU W. ‘SWINDAL, 


Capt. Com'dg. Central Battalion: 


cu. 
a 
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[No 246] y MEER ME E. 
i - idol M. “Cate Waen, April 234, 1856, 
Adjatant General JAMES Tizon, ] dy tps aet 
CT 03 Gm We "Voluuteers-Olympig/: «^ ^7 ——. 


Sins —Fheg leave 40° report, that- iú- Ob€diénés- to’ orders “recki 
from Liéut, Coli Shaw, T-broke sup my camp ‘at Melotd'Y and mii 
,onthe 11th insisto ' Tenook Greek, andon néx$ day drive at 
praitie atinoonigh 1éft:my- horses het dndàr'a gulttüt ind" et 
proceeded up -tléMicliets creek; ái braneh of thé Nisi iati Hur IW 
accompanied: by. Gok Shaw's nd nd ‘Adjutant ‘De Faty. gi 
We proceeded up the river for about eight miles and. cudiel 
> tinting our course next. day, ye came: ACTOSS fresh Todian sign and mn 
. the party; ZQoleShiüw going upone side of the river aud Tcontibuing y 
the other’ Cdl? Shaw foundau Indian, who, however, escaped in th 


ee MM 


807. 


déf-wood,, ;ünd soon,came to a fibhery. Above this, a short distance, we 
seprisédian old Indian“ making fish weirs, and;shortly after captured an; 
ger spearing salmon, We induced these to.lead us to. their? ranch, 
yhere they represented that there were: séveral men and women, but on. 
qr arrival we5fonnd: thatthe one who had escaped had given them warn- 
wy, and that they were gone. . They had not had‘time however to take 
wytbing, as we found all their clothing, two'^ guns, t cache containing 
tinkents, clothing; &c., some ammunition and other articles. I sent out 
xoats in every direction but were unable to catch any more except an old 
paw, who came up not knowing that wè were there. . We destroyed ev- 
aything. Next morning Col. Shaw, returned with a party under com- 
uid of Lieut. Bennington, taking one of the captured Tpdians.as a guide, 
sd got six Indian horses south of Lake Guns, too poor to be of, „any 
w. 

x hiking that ‘the “Indians had escaped over to the ‘Nisqually, I re- 
farted down the Michel i a short distrance, crossed it.and proceeded about 
three miles over to the river, which-I ascended seven or eight miles until 
sopped by. the, tremendous precipices.- I found no:signs of Indians and 
wjplacefor them to'stay. Same day-returned to Michel’s prairie. by the 
mouth of ,Michel’s ereek, passing by the place where we had kliled. the 
Indians oi on,the , previous scont. The podies, were still there aud i not 
ig disturbed. , eo oed * 

. Onmy arrival at camp, L found that Capt. Achillis" ‘company, had 
wriyed: under; command of. Lieut. Powell. I started again on the 17th 
int. som another scout, taking the other company also, with me, Myzmen 
iud‘on-the previous expedition seen.@ large lake to the north-east, and I 
fought, that we would find Indians there. We. proceeded on our former 
fail until within a short distance of the fishery, | when I sent Lieut. . Rowell 
fith his company to the ranch which we had found. on the previous expe- 
dion, and struck a northern course myself for the-unknown:lake. «On our . 
gate Wwe came across an old Indian camp, where we found dcacheof sađ- 
de «ropes “and BXCB, which we destroyed. We crossed three small but 
si | streams-which I named successively the South, Middle, and N orth 
‘sof “the ,Owhap.: On the Jast we camped, having made-25, miles | that 
: uWe,were pow on a distinet well marked trail Jeaking.to, the Jako, 
K atiyed:at this: his; latter about noon. .. We coasted along, it for, about, 5 
al finding no, Indians, headed it-and, came. on the opposite side., " Here 
re found, several; small. streams flowing from the. lake into the. Puyallup. of 
jh this is probably the head. We struck a trail -going to this river 
= our aoe told us that it was not very far distant. oe aniei, " 


29 ux 


paye: continued, oi refurniog course next on the trail, TA generally. 


iion: 


X 


1 
M 
h 


+ 


308 


Sn’ south: “pod esst'direction,.  * .& ^X ke ‘Again arrifedat- Mickeys 
prairie, X. -* .-* o^. Having tio provisions, Ehavé oonké Aa gthis plac 
n will await: lend toe Posee d soe S ee 
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CDL do. and "Cothiinderin-Chíef :: Wl rte ea bet ba a 
“Bir 1— apt. Swindal left here this evening či Fonte ‘for ‘the Nisquall 
tiver- with forty-eigh ht mën; Y accompanied | diim aa fat ‘ag the main North 
fork of ‘the Puyálla ‘with’ seven of ‘thy meig” d I felt: certain’ thatit 
would ‘have a fight with Leschi on bis e day march, but we pissi 
arouiid his eam S Ducks d "xe? K oU CES * POPE PEU 
£395 We went to an old "— where Wei foudd-w třaik which wi 
thotight was-the rie that tiie Thdians ‘had ‘token wher they "-left'it, bat 
proved-to bo i- false tamil madé for the purpose: ofiii dijisleadihir ‘any’ boiiy't 
men that might disedver” tlie camp. ` * “After runtiidg out tHe “trail, we'd 
«ovéféd-an. "opening: which wo ‘supposed. to be ‘piaities but $ which proved 
HE thé-NorthiFork of the Puyallup ^ Capt. ‘Sivitdal Tesólvéd ‘to proces 
‘forward Sind T; returned’ to the: old Inditin: cati. -Iri about Au^ hott I 
found ót thé course the Indians had’ tiken,- hë éricampnient is situatéd 
upon te edge of a Áyamp. There Wete Fook Boise” eapabile Of holdity 
about thifty. B swamp was an Islind-with-fve- large Hiduses whit 
contatori ‘otsixty men. ; Wè likewise foudd old:bedsin-héllow d 
and" ‘there Were probably onè Knäred dien encamped “herë, and" Irth 
bit they WER tæ wretcliéd condition ad they fhe Beth "obliged to il 
bed horses for St “We followed the trail of de Titdians.<é*fax as wil 
pride: ‘considering 6 ódr small: nuthber and tter returiiéd'tà camp." d 
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i e o2 0 kK‘ tee cee ual LL veXxRisesc ii 5 
zn n “Youre fespedtfallyy — $7 TL, 
i LR MEE A. B. RABBESON, gs d 

ura = E ^ Pomigt ‘Ooinpany B, W: T. V 


hod 


ME ae 


UMS] Jie ore UTS mg Ben spat ihe ai 
tar be qe En deri gm Monat) May 3à 1656 br Ne.” 
POE RA at "uu EL M ET LE PET 
BLA, - ub erar srao? A Aude ARE Tem. A, dde 
^ to: Adjufenf: General W. VEE ma L gane G Ony 
Sín.i-SWith-fdur day’s-proyisions, Letarted with part:of-my com- 
nd; conkistingiof "Capt, White of tlie'Pióneer tompany.with 20 meni; 
lin. Temple of company B, with 14 men ; Xáeut.:Colé:with "men;'ahd 
fati óf: thë company scouts, upon: the marek archy you ordered: towards the 


jnt -before-the.cormmand and upon raising:a ridge-discovered-an Indian 
sind within thirty: yards, . -I signalled to the’ command to surróund át, but 
wore 1t’could be done, an Indian ran to the door: : Lilevelled: in my rifle.to 
dot him but he dodged back, ‘and all of the Indians rån ont, of the back - 
bor I caught sight of a young Indian whom I ghot. 

The command then charged and killed four Indians ; one of the killed 
si recognized. ‘as. Sam" of White river, 

- Se earthed ‘the camp: and burnt everything. A smali quantity of, 
wovisions were found-:-some potatoes, &d. f. yt.” 3 f 
WE: papers of the Duwamish Mill Co, were found here and I forward 

in to you j vor 

, This camp contained abont 25 or 30 Indians. We reubhed. Fort 
WéAllister yesterday after a fatiguing march of 35 miles through. the 

matains. 

i Lieut, McKibbonof Company H, 9th Infantry, has,just arrived here, - 

Wis going with us tomorrow with 22 men of his company. 
Very.respectfally, . . 

d ’ . Your obedient servant, WP duo 

H eee i re ae 9. W. SWINDALL, mu 

ki cogo PGaSMICUMS e Cong. Central Battalion W. T. V... 
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j ijo Vi Boke froti Connell prairie tothe pessof'the'Süogüs]- 
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pally; :Düring-this march, "having i discoyered a fresh trailof Indias, , - 


»SiR:—You are hereby detailed to inspect. the route bic Aven ; 


310 

' mie and report upon its practicability for ox teams-and the fime reaiisis 
‘to cut a road through by a patty.of ‘pioneers, of say 30 men, I 
"^. Upon arrival at Major Van Bokkelin's camp, confer EN Him wii 
the subject and inform him that,the Commander-in-Chief is ery Quid kw imd 
that^the Northern Battalion should/acüvely employ itself in cuttingion 

as much. ofthe northern portion of the proposed road aaspossible,sto fid] 

itate the movement:and enable the post at: Raingers"prairjeta be 

with provisions, &e., from the train of Cole Shaw... . 1 07 PX 

^: Phe details, " you will give: the necessary. - EUR about) and inform 

Major. Van: Bokkelin of £he-plan atthis offite rélative to the; movement. 

- Bear in miod that ‘the arrangements’ for the march-via. the Snoqtal 
ini dependupor the possibility of ihe road being made. practicable | toor 
téams, in bay- twelve days: 45" 7 coer. Vis C > ^e 
.. « -Return to this place within’ sit days to^ report... mower 77 

ue a sped TM M te 


[orm KT , Your übédient:servaht,« |... 
a <a | JAMES: TILTON,. 
oka E S cum ee ` -Adjvant General W. T. V. 


Br: order of the Gov. Pee -Commander-in-Chief. 


avo ep ase 


"Wore: —Lidat, ise beirig taken sick, the: sbori ordérs were exe 


‘ted by Capt. : De. pus NET ws Pu 
" ^ » `% o - 
Dry "a 3 pe, T à E pv ` M Sd QU E Y g tol ES ss wr x 
5 ii * p i 82 as ES 
" En : Fi, a y 
F B E e 4 E wor S» ° 
[No. 250] . m E : e: * 
z E ded a "Exzov vg Orricz, Terrrrory WasHINGTON, | 7 
ik ai -r **" Oryuera, July 17th, 1856. di 
i sg PH ee m * 
Capt. deni, : 
“Commanding: Central-Battalion : $ 


Sis :—¥on are directed to confer with Lieut. Col. Casey, and 
over Fort. Hicks to him as soon as he will receive it. | 
e 20 On-his s taking possession, the Sieilacoorit. compap under. ie | 
will bë immedia ‘ei: to ‘Steilacoom ‘and be m out of serrie 
aby you. 4c 1 

The Guam te and Commisary Géneral will make the necessary] 
arrangements for the nee safe keeping: of the public pr 
JE Hicks. 2 i k ni 5 HS xut, 7 rupes 

,.Xeu will immediately: éend "orders tothe detachment, of tho Seattle 
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gigi ‘Neely: to move immediately to Seattle, tlače tahe 
OE service next.week. by Lieut. Col. Fitzhogh: - sr 2%. v 

a ments of your: enmpany- at Skookum Bay: you will. n 

- to be musteréd out of service, -3 o at d 

PAD ne detachment of men at tlie Nisqually Ferry’ block house will be 

m red out'of-service by: Quartermaster and Commissary General Miller. 


m. a athe compabien'at thé Cowlitz and in. Clarke county: will bè musteréd 


ael is week, ^: f^ da porate Cp GATA ere ge 
B. e eun UYery respectfully, - aa aM" hada aa dL Gy 
p -Your most obedient, : M LL oe ge EN 

Wide n4 i eo JSAAC I- STEVENS, . Sey 


Co t Ta Taa, tet Governor‘aid Commanders Chief. -| 


s, > P E Loa gk +, s 
wet 2 Yor wat A Y. say 


No. JE] ; 
“4 Ponr orcum W. T, "Nor. 5th, 1855. 


iz Kag ga sne n 


Age Geni Jauxs Turon, PRN ; 

E ; Washington. Territory Wolunteers, ‘Olympia ne 
: Sm—I- "take this opportunity. of informing you that on : Tast Satur- 
Ay a company of volunteers was organized at my. place of about.fifty 
smo, which is increasing daily, and.in a few days the compan'ys cotiple- 
wat will be full. Immediately on the organization of the: conipaiiys E 


Pos let vom S. D. Howe with a detachment of, mënt visit 
get. Indians DOW situated on the Poa immedi- 


g—to separate them as far as possible | from. the influence of the” 


- Indians of known hostilities. Iam now fitting ont an expedi- . 


vof " meto go on the American schooner :A:” Ý. Trask,'ánd 
H "ade-ther Snohomish. river. "This expedition goes under command of 
M Lieut, James Kames. ' I have sent the schooner R. B. Potter to.San 
a Island, for two, pieces: of ordnance. She is expectéd:now'ihoutly. 


Bas Kames to proc a up tl the river to above ail the. sloughs, and 
E vetat where tiie tren ig Pilürboi and the "baile ‘clear of tim- 


^on as she returns fhe expediti on will sail for the,river. I have in- | 


» 


“a ua 


c 


“a 


' Sus 
: 
^x - is B 
r - 
* 


ber; and thon: proceed ‘to throw. aboom, of; logs. ‘Aeros. the tin m 
his schooner below fhé'Bamé; and place: afguard'on each h "api 
to prevent: any, cance from: assitig; “if the; sbipdkade1 js atte » iit 
forced he is instructed to resist the same, sand a isd 
SEII think, with: this river ‘blockiided; indde greatly to. the:secuty 
all ‘the. ‘settlement on the lower: partzef: the’ Soünd;. .“Tnicfact; wii 
fiter operi; With a:large tráil from the Clickatat. country’ to-thecrivéF 
can be traversed at all. séasons.of the year, the yhole- lower sportit,” 
the Sound is at the mercy of the enemy; v, 4i party. of Andians ean Tea, 
all the settlements below, with, tlinf,river open, in 48 hours- from the ra 
kima river, -with it’tlosed; they, cannot be reached at all.’ ‘I think d 
course’ hare’ pursued will - mect with your approbation; the exigency àf 
the case seemed to mé to'demand ‘it. 

The people of this place are very much alarmed, All the familie 
are moving in, and building's block house- The people'on Whidby's Is. 
land do not appear so much alarmed—the blockade of the Snohomish 
river, has added greatly to the feeling of, security. — 

I hope’ and fus to be up to Olympia hefore this reaches you, 


^t 


*-e * E. “ok * 
The expedition I think will: have the river blockaded by.to-morroy 
night. = - ; 4. 
* * ' x k * des T v 
k SOS ete, VS VE elei Pa SE k *o 
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| Very respevtfally, ; ye Dis 
Fr 9 di POUA Es t Za 
2: 2i 
m C TEE aigue most dhe ent, ers 
x » ~ eel 
4 xy. M. QS TS amu ET i ay at gt Á 7 M E 
, (Signed) ] ISAAC- BEY. 
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f fe ME E MA 4 D Ns i 5 2 e ^ Nod Y Its st ‘or? ia Soe 1, 5" yeas Zt 
, ae : E UM 
‘ a ee = XN ENDS, m [I ead E 
"Bp LT uoa ROUES QUEDÉ Yi un PEE ae 
P Ato ue NE " "E mE ex e r 
K PERIA Co aa EE v agl oo y Pel duad ferd 
CEAS PETOA wy et MO 7 9 A K x * 
dI 10 qo 0 Ne DP IUIS TUE CIN PN NM E E a 
j e i gs " « - ^ 
Eg a we T tt ae 145 
Bt +s, (ON C, TP; WAU.INGaeE tl. 1 à je n EA * 
" pow diu ii [LEE © pw T T Miar ste ut “$ R S aaa 
~ 4 eu Mic A 36. So a ua mA s ts data ous id 
e` ` + PET AU ^a - wo ey € M ** Y - E NT. 
hos, Duu DULh*. lef 7C DIA RISO GEI EXE pe 


k] 
e^ gamete Tot ee eae NS ce E H ope < 
$08, T in, oA Besta “4 D. d do ldem 


P m | i d ME al ay na eios qt tenet 
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Mie ye nel db O^ ET a "an “ta oe df S oe ife 
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~ se $Xx suce 


105 |S  Ajásht Général Wüshtágto Bids s" E 
404 Mee ioo lo canon id H ae svp Ae. Sol 
+; Sin iI have the honor £o o Tepot tp, you dui f ae 
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t Yolunteera at Whidby’s } Tsland, on the third inst , called the Nor- 
erse > * -ck * Uum MEL: 


Rang 
mediately i upon 4 i the’ organization ‘of the company, I ‘dispatched: Lt. 


e; with * portion of the comiiand, to the rivers on the east side of | 


"by's Island,-to meet the main encampment of the Scadget Indians, 
Ye a talk with them, and Tequest the tribe on masse to move ‘into 
tilements. ~ This course oppeatedto the higlily i nécessary, as they 
at‘times. past, been: very*considerably under the.. influence of Te-i-as, 
“f of-the Yakima tribe of: Indians, and who has visited them in the: 
P P autor, of À priest; and. at’this time, a Snoqualmie chief is visiting them;:. 
piis well known that differents mémbers of this tribe are dissatisfied 
iis the whites, and but little persuasion would be needed, to induce them: 
fiiscegard their solemn treaty obligations, and join in alliance with the 


Et 


tije bands-of Indians, within reach of, them.» These ; fears are greatly 


ae ph tha hostile, Tudiats hayeibeen ` compelled to retrenf, aud, 
Minumerons. murders have been committed within Short distances of, 
wu. that; pre the best. prepared for. defence, T think it a. matter of the 
m, „importance to separate. those Inayo, who show no disposition for; 
mare from thoso of known hostilities. ; ee ae aS 
eee ee a co oc My ee ae 
*T have now "despatched Lient. ‘James: . Keymes with : thirty men on. 
atd of the schoonér A. Y. Trask to blockade the Snohomish river. - 
Bon SK te Cos tme + 


a 
Sy Ot ee Ri RL ae - ^" 


D 


| e “ontaine ‘north uk the dubio. mti jn tito Frazers 

M E 

ar "n as, FANS 
With ‘this river, (the soobomish open, it brings the main’ band st 

i m Indians within‘ 48° hours of. Port Tindlow, ‘Port’ Gambië- "Pórt 
lind, Discovery ‘and Whidby’ 8 Islands, wherd an | fnfnietis e Eee tof 


itl could be destroyed, and [many lives lost héfore the eniti ua e 
Mid. x Ese ge PUR es py 


P " D 5 


Ld H 


idi lam,si ^ ^- e 
p - Your obedient servant, 


(Signed,) «775-7 ISAAC N.EBEY.. 


E s ; Ati ds: ‘believed that there’ is no row or. pass in the, - 
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[No. 253.] qub VS E n Hr 
NUES TP „Orrick ore GeNeRaL, W, T. Y. 
vo : MX ste oe Nov, 10th, 1855, . ee 
Capt. L NR. Beery, 7 " D modd Ul : i e 

- | QomWg Do E Ist Regt We T Ve TO l. : 


Sim :— Your company; I, being" abcepted into the service of the Uni, 
ted States, you will retarn to your coiimand and cause thie’ military. cath, 
a copy of. which is herewith. transmitted, to“ be Administered to your olf. 
cers; non-commissioned’ ‘officers and privates. Any one: declining lom 
swear will not be > accepted into service: ~‘, qe TOT D ect MAE cud 
= "de Sox ee c NA a Se d RAE E 

^ Xod will maintain a guard ‘at the boom on’ ‘hie Snohomish 4 river, i 
strücting your guard to avoid all collision, with the tribes, or any imenibéty 
ofthe tribes," who, ‘may not exhibit “unmistakeable- evidence" of hostili 
or be found: i in, oF. strongly suspected df communication-: with the hostie 
Indians. Your command will earnestly endeavor: to’ maintain the frieidy 
relations hithertó: éxisfing" between the Snoqualmies ahd other: triber' 
the Sound, and our people. . If this'js done, "your services will: be most 
~yaluablé, and more highly appreciated than any victory over ee ie 


should they Mübappily join the hostile undue E te is 
ee Coe Bo EL eS 
To P2. Itis made your adi duty to guard against and 


prevent a all pérséns; nof on military, duiy, or agents of the Indian depart 
ment, from "uidtaking ` any expeditions ‘against. the ‘Indiatis. Priva 
war must not be tolerated. ! 


The general, arfangements inregard to the collection of friendly 
dians and restricting, them to particular points, : will be strictly confined W 
ihe Indian department, whose agents this is the special duty of, and who 
will be instructed, in case of necessity, to make 1 requisition upon youre 
for any military force they may require in your vicinity. 


* * GENET * * 
o 5 f il Yours, respectfully. 1 
ou, 07 9*5 . JAMES TILTON, 00x 


Adjutant Genetal W. T. Y. 
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NO 354] c Vue GE stadt se edge e E EI xu. 
VARY E dee be s + @xonomen River, e ) 
CM NE Y , Nov. 12, 1855.. S. 

i - 


e z >s ~ 7 pi 
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mos: Adjutant General NOR Ya VAR. c EHE 

f Sm :—The steamer made Point, Elliot this day about 5 P. M, where. 
igand. the. schooner A *8 Trask, "with forty-five of my: ‘command on 
Moos Oe mL 
' at, Kanim is still with us; ond. designs ascending the river by him- 
ai,to-morrow; and. seeing his people, returning by the.time Dr.- Hill ar-- 
tres here, so as 8 to getómpany, in up as the special, agent of the Indi- 
"LE: . *. * 2 0X 


v ^. 


gl ‘Will send.a dispatch es for Dr. Hil - © .' 24 
Se the -number of men on board the ibaa ' 
as much alarméd, aud endeavored „to dissuade me, from going up the - " 


1 


* 


E uu * | ee a s 

gi have. this ‘evening had'a long talk with Pat Kani, i in which T .  . 

bfe aliya En ord . Lam also eda the game to Capt.. Fay's . : 

Muence.- s. C "UE s 

3l ana be at my position early.i in the oming. 5 We 2 Ae ce ] 
* * * . ne * D a 


$ E 200 kk 2-0 x* E 
, Every effort on my part, shall be directed towaids. maintainin aining i 
tindly relations with the Indians:on the river, : 23 . 
wei. ci Very respectfally,, ... > > LA ; 


Mita. ic ^.  Yourobedientservánt, ~ - P 
" “(Sign . ^. ISAAC N. EBBY,, -~ 


Gi = of En mt v -- pk 


a oe T-x s 


Es., a E es 
Fonr. Hey, ee - 
. (Nov. 28, 1855. 


E 


3. - Adjutant Gonetal W. T. Yao” ; 5 : 
pem this ee by Lieut,- Howe, who fakes with him 
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Pat’ Kanim and Quesam, the two head chiefs of the Snoqualmie Jan] 
Shawamish: tribes.. Until. to-day the chances were about evén whéthé 
_Queéam-and ‘mast ofthe young men of the tribes were disposed for peace: 
or wat. -. 

. Yesterday, Pat's brother, J ohn, went E the river. I tóla Hiatt 
tell Quesam and his people if they were ‘tot down thé river in three days 
T-shóuld: gnf thevriyer and “sée him: Today's party. of about. 315 
cane’ down. the river including -Quesam, abd all the. others: that: were. 
ported as “beig disaffected. They report 4o me that all ara now.dom 
the river, except threesmen and. their families: Oé: of ithe. great dbjecis 
of. our station here is dccomplished,:without. which, T fear: oM 


of id ‘Eaoguainly tibe won xs Joided. dome p dies 
i “i F T ^d 
* * * x Da PES P ng a, ce Fe 


< My conipany is now over | avait strong.. "Thirty inen à are sufficieat 
to guard this river." F think -thátitowould be ‘advisable: 10 ledve that 
number at the fort, and with the remainder, ascend the Snoqualmiein 
boats to a point some miles below the falls, taking" Pat Kanim and a fex 
othex Indians às guides: “At. that’ point; the, Snoqualmies have: fourteen 
head of. hofses; which I will procure to transport my baggdge, and the 
take up the line of march for Seattle or Steilacoom. I will thus pene 
trate the heart of the Indian UE I have no; fears: but .we shall get 
through?“ "E ke ; 

* - * * dU. ES ko. Ok x 
oT lude Me ROS DESI. blc. r e gu as 

I understand the Indiens , ai New ; ;Dünginéss -were. -itahifesfinga 
slight disposition to hostility, and'tlist the. bordes of my boys from Port 
Discovery had beet: ‘broken,inta and ‘plundered. since they left, and I im 
mediately despatched Lieut- Newton with 16 men, believing-that ther 
presenge Monk be aired to Sianga ar disposition for ve better. 
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Se * n *c * x 
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I have the honor-to- be, =- 
- Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed,) - ISAAC.N. EBEY,  - 
. TOt m Capi. Northerñ Ranger. 
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t;[No 256. ae o (017 "n i F 1a PE * 7 I A 
e pd cw. ic oil otim kin W. T. Noles & 
q6 Lami SELL UI a - | Oryuers Dec. Auth, 1855. e 

Á ys A s : Seis : S Ws ME i 
Caer. bry, eo OR ne m g A 

. .Com'g Co. Y. Ist. Regt W, s Y. . : 

po Sm Your lettér of Nov. 28th, is received. In- ais, I am in- 
fated by:the  Actihg/Govemor to state: T. 


.  Thééólidillon of affairs as shown by Tat developements in the Green, ^ - 
irer country, and i th~uneértain tenure’ By which ‘the kàvages of the 
found åre- held, renders it unadvisable to authorize the proposed expedi- 
tion up the Snoqualmie river, and thence to Seattle or Steilacoom. - , 

+ You will, therefore, continue to act, under ` your former orders, tnain- 

taining your head quarters at Port "Townsend, and keeping up & guard . of. 
ay 25 or 30 men, at Fort Ebey. “Whe. difficulties with the Indians re- 
farted by yourself at Port Discovery and New Dunginess, indicate the 
decessity for your keeping your company at Port Townsend or in that 
vicinity, exercising. a surveillance upon the northern. Indians, and ‘prevent- 


üg them from coming up the Sound. ae 
E n * * * 075 0X 
a r 4A $ S: a r ii , -— RA ^ y . i 
P IR Sous, most réspectfully, 
' (Signed, ) - JAMES TILTON, 
l Adjt. Gen. W.T. V.. 
` CT ie boa ae Mest .0' Qs eue 
BeiolücrAs lige. M 4$ ea. c. nit mE . 
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E M ED. donee * - ERA Loqedut n" Wa " 3.0 B bd 
ase Ju ii ees eau? Ke D Pony f H sho = * dan d MA PT 
*$INe.351] ^'^ .- E xu 
$ 9E ae price Apsorant GrNzRAL, W. T. N., 
; ; jo : Olympia, Dec. Sth, 1855. 
Ced, XM ee 4^ 3^ uc Oar o 
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Vout ad lieretig di dito detail se officer foal 20 oes of those of - 
5 en 
“your command) awhoiresi Crescent basic, a at the!block 
house at that point, i3 , a 
d a n WEE : 
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, Endeavor to petai all collisions pavers the. detachments of your | 

x company ‘stationed. at the block houses,: and the friendly : Indians upon the | 


reservations or. elsewhere. ' 


t 


* s * Ya 1. *- - K B $ , 2 " SE 

^. o Very mspeetfnly,^ | ^ «zv 
js WX DU Xour obedient servant, pod N 
pa bo ovt d ey sy yf 1 g eS 


(Sigue) atu |. JAMES TILTON, a: 
T FX. ES Adj't. Gen/W. T. Volunteers: 
"By order. of the Governor and Commander in-Cbief, 


* « 
ZI Fat 
me = 
x Y 
wh 7 "SU. ve ME ME ‘ Y Sch e re n 
2: or 1 
cae "o omn r T ma a TE 2 ` 5 
-9 - x = A K , z at H 
* * se ~va DES a S4 = * i 
ra ^ B a 
"o5 un 2 4 ye iS rey) M - » 
WE do e ex ub X qiero eT SA "LOT » AM gp v. Wem 
“e E "E 
7 Se Ga fe S "m 
Aa dS ott WU V used. eec a WE 2 ger TD PNE, Vaf ` 
ph 4 * i 
> - 
t $ n -a cl ye 1 
wa” t oc 1 S 2001 ^ t *r e 
a x E EN i ————' à MA us " AS 
, M 
4 a > "ES T * n ~y 
AE Fa D ~y x re 0&4 t 1a LEM aR oy * 
xS o T r^ EI E ` s% ? DE ux [3 ^ S yr A rane 4 
" E 2 a 
i, gk FIRE, gy? " a m à -b ovx 7 3 
4 area ^ " ‘as eae - "m - > PLA tees - PS : 
i " SPOY u— y% t e 
M. “a T i - 
Peet gh "L4 ica FB eat ea ee gga Be « Pe 
i ~ e 
- 


[No.. cud : XD c I 


: OFFICE Abs’ HM Ww, T. vV, 
C00 ss uo or 8, Olympia’ Dec. 11, 1855.. 
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Capt; IA A: Prien; '- i 
Commanding Port Townsend Guards: 
Sm ;—Your company is accepted into service, and herewith you will 
receive commissions for youraelt and officers. - ae 
* : * * Nu. * > k 
* =% Supply your command with provisions when an expe 


dition is made, and only such men.as are absolutely on daty will H 8p 
plied with rations. 


ux d 
QoS ue Eu "P * * ~ 
rt wh 0.14 rue iU ` SA D koi. n r 
Yat gt 
"n * a ce x x. vad s nag ate x * 


to collision between our people and the friendly Indians, is entrusted to 
you, and you are especially enjoined to : ?requiréjof your ‘command. i 
PRINS and Crome peenon 1 in this matter. 
a a p , Respectfully 1 m y >œ ma 
" b te Ae 5 " JAMES TILTON, . - 
Deo ugue . "Tec s^ ^ Aljutant Giera: We. V... 
ful Ay order: ‘of. the e Aing Goreme Mic oet ` 
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. Wash. Ter. “Volunteers, Port Townsend +. : 


E Is &m: determined to’ receive in "service nó j Vóhinteets; ‘except . 
E 88 enlist for six months, and: ‘for be general defence of'fhe Terri . 


a se an FS * T 


po your Aid will be aiiided; m you feted td 
jise a company to be enrolfed-at’ Port Townsend, subject to the ‘orders 
d tho Executive. ` : P7 FRAG e Se 

The necestary orders ‘for’ their Aispeition will Ke given “in season. 
But in the present emergency, it isi indispensable that-as large * force as 
PN should be thrown into the rum now occupied zi the, Las i 


`, Tiy’ and respectfully, . ASI 
js IN Xen most obedient; tow” sand pus TR 
" SX MM. E 


FT 1 coc UESAACESTEVENS, css 


t . f : E st 44 g 5 ER I 
uic LM A NM E E ree: 
E 
um - £3 PRI ee a ava ns ORCI RESET Zu dari ME im ^ 2o 
t ^s "T t NTE E x p w ée TT à 7 GER ` Som ‘a 
abies HOOP Y p D. = fa * ` ULM : f al ^ tue RO X wed 
No. 266] " er ee e UU T 
fNo. ele s ° i 
P BE f Bangor Orrick,  Wasuuiciox ‘Daisey: 
: 
: 3 rnm: Feb. 2d, 1856. 
"NET 
* A ewe € = 
E " B : 
Capt. Teac" N. Eoy t aB anas : 
» . W. T, Volunteers: 


; from the counties of Whatcom, Island, Jefferson and Clallam, to urge it 
fevard with all possible dispatch,. and to consolidate the whole force, if 

two or more companies, by calling n “election of Major, and i issuing 
; necessary certificates. . ` 


^ i * 
€ i , : 
i 319 TR l 
(No. '259;] à i ra M at 
2 Ae a c Exgcuriis Oros WASHINGTON TT'enniToRY, } f 
MEINEM! amni, Feb. 1st, 1856. i 
pt. L N. Eper, re p T. iu 


, Governor and Commander-in-Chief! wet 


g The Major thus elected, will at once enter upon his duties, awaiting, 


lis commission from the Executive. ae 
$ The instructions to the Major are herewith enclosed, ^t <7" 0. 
Xo o- Na . ur " a : 
» , 1 or obedient fenai, = oe 
“(ign ‘A+ 70750, ASAAC. BQBSTEVENS, .: i 
g “x 2 67, ^ . Gov. end Commander-in-Chief., DEN 
L2 T - T cw - i 7 Í - 
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Sis :—You are requested to take in hand the raising of volunteers" - . 
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[No 261.] he 4, 
paoa Sfp paraa’ “y Erneenes Orgice, Oryweia, W. T,} 7 
ca. eut Qus February 24, 1856.- | 
To the- Mason, oe Di ALGO a. 


Commanding ‘Lower Sound "Battalion.:. 4 

Sir :—¥ou will make the, following “disposition f of ihe force-nnder 
your command: . , ep gh tiny 

1. Establish smail posts at Bellingham. Bay” Port . Toyneend and 
on Whidby’s Island, not, exceeding 15 men edch/ ,, a a 

2... You will keep the same- amber afloat i in: rogis ‘no, o epi of 
war is on the Sound, , : uitgeg Lr pi 

, 8. ; Your remaining force you v will. m" up the Snohomish, occupy" 
Fort Ebey with 15 men, nnd stefión;the rest at the Fajls- ~, Herga block 
house should: be'built, . po ~+, ,. “oat vey 

4, If & body of 100 men canbe collected at ie, Falk under your 
command, you will receive orders to moye towards Gréen and White riv- 
ers, to meet-cojumns moving towards’ the same point from Steilacoom and 
Seattle. | >> 

5. Report from' time to ‘time fo the Adjutant General's office at 
Olympia, and especially report immediately the number of troops you will 
be able to concentrate at the Falls of the Snoqualmie. 

6. Robinson has been appointed quartermaster and commissary of 
your command, and of the post of Port Townsend, and has been instruc- 
ted promptly to comply with your requisitions. MM 

Ma respectfully, | ` DU To € 
"Your obedient servant, 
ISAAC 1. STEVENS, 
Governor and Commaiderin-Chief.: '; 
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DEFENCE OF THE ‘Lowen, Part OE THR Sounn. | 


1. 'fülthe hostiles are met and defeated i in their own_conntry, a 
steamer should be on nioYe continually, and posts of 15 men each be es 


Be 


jsblished at Bellingham Bay, Port Townsend : and Whidby's Iland; ‘and 
apost of. "thirty men at tl the Snohomish. +- 

2.. The want of a steam vessel to be supplied by 2 sailing vessel, to 
mise between Port Townseüd and Bellingham Bay,:occasionally” ES 


ag down, the: Straits, and. bye Supply vessel „from; Fort Tend to 
ie Snohomish... +>; ey 


Hf 


ini cage óf attack, de settlers sirolled sa milla shonld be ‘ealled, l 


aller. for, the | emergency. & 


TUS sfa au qu S TOME E 
gt d two. ‘Companies a are formed - ia ida Ner part of: the Sound,. 
they will mostly have to actin cóncert, and should bé under the command; 


dá Major, to he elected by the companies. Pha ses ag 


* : . (Signed), Scu e os ASAAC JI. STEVENS, - 2% dais 
; sores and Compander;in-hief. ton 
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- - Derence OF Bersenam Bay. : 


y ^9 c s x j 


“if the force stationed there shonld not he competent, the en- 

ae militia, or & portion thereof, should be called out. 
2. With suitable block house, one quarter of the citizens as a 
uly guard, would probably, during the existing Indian difficulties, be snf- 
iento “maittain it-and get infdrination of the approach of hostile In- ` 


tang, and in case of am attack being threatened, give notice I ane set- . 


irt. & Lov $ 
;9. In case of. attack, alithéxeitizens hild “assert to cael it. 
Im 4,1; Eyezyaexertion will be:inade;to keep acsteamer ee 
V Bound, t» stablish:e weekly. debes idugun Uy ond 0 
tinta on; the Sound; ands@lympiar: (2, Bik Push! Sandi 


iO suf. the citizens of Bellitigham Bay come: forwardein the, defence; 


isthe "Territory; they, will, in-oonettioncwith: the:compapy:to bé enrolled! 
Poets Townsend, be. ‘organized: Snainly for tiiBtdefence:o ‘ofthe lower part: 


tbo Sound, : Bt it;is;possible: their, services maya petréqhired ^ else 
jjandithey,sliould enlist.unconditionàlly; “«* angi forr.” 


(Signed, ) . ^, ISAAC L STÉVENS, ^7 
Ber ce n à Gov -ånd "Commánder-in-Chief, 
Al 
E de € 
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b Qf 3 n um 
‘Bott Bist Cool, “Feb. ‘ath, m a 
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Cipt. Tanat: N.-Eitty, p i Da pomo a eve te i 
ELMO  Entélliog Officer: Lower Sotind Battalion : de. D 
` Sin :— The importance of immediately establishing. thé ‘poets above 

the falls of the Shofjuslini fiie, is: so vital that^f haté” requested’ Captain 
Gansevoort to despatch the Active to Port délit to "rid port i 
your! available forces with the nebdéeary | siipplies thé oiii ‘of the 
Shohóih. oc 7 mo D x TU ESZM n, 
: ` The posts, indicated in the general instruction win the’ 
TS of the éueiny, and: :élose “tho passes over the Cascia: * They are 


needed to aid the óperatiór& of Pat ‘Kaniin. E ~ 
Then; sir, push ahead with your characteristie energy; * we shall 8000 
move from: this quarter. « 
. Lam, very respectfally, ~ 
. Your obedient servant, ; 
a (Signed) ISAAC F. STEVENS, | 
‘Gov, and Commander-in-Chief. 
gash? ES de Fi i eye Sei. * " 
TET E à ba > s Ts TY F. £L xt 
"rt E SENS: i pa cu DN act 
[No,. 265 eee aed Jen ee 
ne a £ E r 
"eia eed a" (M E. Fort manos, Mach Lith, 1856, à 
Se ae ae ee a ae wi ny! 
Janes Tos, ‘Eso. ope ve 


+) a Adjt Gen, ML. Olympians, o oc ort i 

2 Su Your despatch, bearing daite:Feb.: At; tecti through 
ther, bürids of Lt: Hugér;on the 390: réceipt of: iT dina ediately 
with the assistance of Messrs. CollinsandMorieyy: coragrodr tee rd 
to. frünipoft ny "command: wp hs 3Suddvitaile rivers wad Bomiewbsi 
liotliered in the operations; us XPupt. PutzKonini/thros: himself: loei 
his dignity, add insisted ROA wyiraitilig “upon bis--pléseare, büt- Nl 
last-consented te preceeduwith part ob mý tonnani upithe^ Stoquiliiir 
river to Pat's house, where we had:to: remain ‘as Pat hed: ordered ties 
to take us nofürtheE; ^ Sor 
~ Aftor two days, bywiog threate, ` I succeded iu waking seven d 


Y 


O98 
dem. take'me up tò the Falls, to: Jeok fora location’ to establish s fort ac- 


bm-the liberty t9:namo “Fort Tilton”: Të is situated -et the head-of ca- 


tan. Mand ardind-it Which is never, overflowed, After: prtivihg here, I 
yagan délayéd in consequence. of my being. ahead ‘of ‘my supplies, and 
wt having the tools to work with. In the mean time, with the assist- 
—àÀ : Measra; Collins « & Money; X layed ont. a road from this place to 

fie prairie above the. Falls the: said -rbad bad. being six or seven miles jn 
woth. ot ^75 + af T ^a 


mand to: ork cutting the road for. pack, animals to travel, which will be 
fnislied^ jn a couplé ‘of'dayé .I- have delayed doing any thing"on the 
block house at this place, as I was o far behind i in my movements in the 
mpectation ‘of the: Commander-in-Chief, that I thought it advisable to 
yush-matters through; leaving. thes. block house to be eranted by- the de- 
tachment to remain attis. place: o> Xesferday, by the hands Serg’t Eboy, 
of my conitidnd,” T Yéceived " all the Hack instructions from Capt I. N. 
Ebey, together with map ‘of thiseountry; with my line of march laid out. 
Taleo received by the express running to this station, ammunition and 
other articles forwarded from quartermaster’s department; as per your fa- 
yor hearing date February 26th, 1856, which is acceptable. By the cx- 


station to-morrow to report for duty -~ ~ ------ 
A portion of Capt. Flowe’s. company is 5 also at Fort Ebey—say 1 18, 

wd talk of remaining there for some fifteen days: for what - purpose I 
cannot tell. 2 

; Lhave sent. an exprees fo them, ordering them’ to this station to re- 
port themselves (T acting as inspecting officer) without delay. - So Lam 
inshopés that’all of “this division-will be at this place i in four or fivc days 
-fom date, when a Major will be elected, and the line.of march takeit up: 
i have go far lalfored under great difficulties in the pilier companies of 
(uu battaliolispot using proper exertions in pushing; business, and in get- 
(Ng; enimals.to pack. our: prosisions, ; i Tám: in hopes , of obtai ining, some 
i nat Kanin; andi bivg also sent 1 hi e E R of -twe Tid 
den; noder;so lont, Monate Wit. fivo - maps seedre five; horse: 
Mesroving above ther siis; nnd the "Indians tell me.they E belóng:ito "the 
iiy: My Indian, auxiliaries: are we u^ -sloug, pith, in Ry opin- 
oyal nre:rather inclined to show the whi n feather, As “Aa ye, ie 4 quar: 
{ or )has, been: anable, £o furnish: me "with, „tenta, but ARTE <atart 
rea fm X canonly raise pack animals engugli. to peek, igi. day's 


wtding to instructions,- when. I selectéd the present site whieh;Y baye ta: 


melnavigation, And. three niiles below the Falls, with.o large: tract df bot `- 


; Two days. aitice, on receipt of axes, s &o; I immediately put my com- - 


press I learn that Kanim’s company is at Fort Ebey, and wil be at this - 


‘eons fiber nsi Phe belange;.of the time remain at iis- 
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place; dwaiting the aftigahot. thecbthier' ‘companiés, T shail employ dicem 
ting: ‘the Block-liousé- at-which -T shall commence’ to-morrow?! Leite Tan 
/- *5 Bo far the movements of this division have.been-veryexpentive, 1 as wi 
‘had to > dial with a-hard ‘crowd; atid p ini their.zióvenente.?, Bat Is 
sure you ip-alli my operations thus. far, 3 ‘Tleve-exerted stajself'to push’ mat: 
ters, ‘and at thb ‘smo time; to avoid | an y'onnécessery: Outlay: ‘the wayol 
expenses. exces ; 24$ 0 Se quc ode A Y; nS e old oe ERR AM 


7. TiS” evening - Iide Mounts" and party ) re tyriied; ringing infos 
horses.’ iReport. nó Inditing on the upper. praifie/ n Eigen iod) 
next letter on the line of march, : E 
one woe E e sss prada ven tespectfally, &e, i.c 7 

Mu dup cd cte HE :VAN-BOKRELEN, ax 
: 4 Cape CoG, 2d Regt.. W. T.V... 


fa ANE. "s xot hr iy RRR OD E NL COL cdi 

have: io report Dr. Bigelow for-iegleot -of-daty sishé will not coms 
i this placé, bat is- constantly, - «Penn's :Cofgrandi other pany 
(instead. óf attending to-his bu Eno .earthly-purpose. $a 6 


=r. (Sigüed;) oo = dO HANAN BOKKELEN, aa 
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a: 2 4 Saaria f ix ES Eid v ? EDAD 44 = e. Yan 4: H T 

ci Wu Pan E EFIE A LX Nee ae March 10th, 1856, viai 
m wo EN SFr oa t e -o ree - 

DR SE x Cre ie = E BF D LAC zb honos us S -- a gr add gt 3^ ui 

Tames Tinton; i BENE, Ge Ok M TUN E NE a Aji wie welt 


MEINE S diti Geral. TVs "ge 4 -iga peee NET 
“Siri E C pecbediet lice to! ‘your order 3156 ebrdary "amie: 
iii bes Si ahi mie river and for siio wale a 
ive dtidédVored té Chri “thé ‘ot patel 
zu yd S iat i Pravéller* T. as cm up*that:portios: 
of miyom anid Wii Cfi werégfstatioried : At:Port o Townsénd, oi theafindy 
insi D ander command TY y dergeant, ‘JOD TFRr Sn Tétinedistelyiódt 
landing said’ de(acfilnéit AUF ort Ehej dhe returied to'Péni/e Cover... Oi", 
her ‘arrival atama place ^] YP gob on-board “i “my Supplies and vstatted up to 
Port Eef where! 8i ME arrived "oit te - -Bih ini; witlite'efaaceof my 


325 : 
teupsny:t of d4anien. présent; fas shown ‘pi lay. sister aud dessiptive ol 
alee qq ‘please: find enclosed. Ei Tik xi UE ni ex hto Cp Taree io 
asy: company “are-in' high splits ack ignxions to/énter, sthe-field.; I 
intermadde: thé. hecbésary: requisitions Yapon, t Quartermaster, Robinson for 
ies, but Lam sórfy t ‘ny. thatihetis ; So meet, hein; prompt- 
"mighi-be: desitable.: - A havéitliougtit t that matters might | ‘be, expedi- 
by remaining: at this placer until my supplies might reach here, Which 
[ave been assured by the Conimissary wouid not exceed eight days by 
filets tinie,-L.sliallibe.ciabled: tà procure, à sufficient number of gauges to 
tansport my mén and, gapplis: to the-Kalls without. delay; - ram aware ' 
ihat a more prompt indvement was “expect ] ted inthis. -quarter, and I assure 
yu that nothing would liae: - heonsmore} gratifying to myself and men, 
ould I have docs ierated mj moveniénts in the prémises. 5 ‘2; 

"But considering, the force: Bltendy att Falls, and . my scant Büp- 
pies, I have thought that the:movément of the troops from the Falls 
night be expedited by remaining at Fort Ebey until my supplies arrive: 

You will perceive by my 'musterroll that seven of my company are 
iteent without leave. Permit nie to state in relation thereto that many 
members of my company voluntéered thei services éxpecting that the 
wüers issued to the Major, bearing date February 2d, would be adhered 
"NN PS 

„Those seven are among the number who persist in not joining the 
company after having been duly notified so todo. Ihave used no eom- 
plory means as yet, all of them have families, some have drawn cloth- 
agjand. som hee tot; T wishito beindvised in regard to the matter. 

“I regret exceéditigly that I could not be furnished with rifles, for a 
wajority of my company aré unaccustomed to muskets. I have been 
tidy furnished with,’ 300 ‘ball cartridges (musket) by. Capt.: Alden, he- 
idis ite Fave HOU Saing? hall; Duckehóf oreartridge box, nor have 
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. " . 
General Orders No. +4 rapon the: concentration: of the. colnpanin, 
am somewhat at 8 loss ‘to, know the’ pobition iof) CoL fEbéy—ifz hb, 
prece d or t belong Ue C onion n Eihouldtlike tj. 
pene vi ý d vel oe jd: ont from him his ‘position, ssa 
hd Ktondedy Urahallibelterer kady sestbepedt the | 
p ma atitis; i "HS ? claims to | bea. & privatéürriy company ea] 
— , Xósüy 4li&leust of ii?hé cannot cuite dena an officbtiat. 
tHe samstinie. ete Mey ES LERI aaa ott 

Ci > gap M. TË Simms teft heb this riori febsthié Falls, to tob Pu 

Káuim; Dr. McCurdy is here'with ne awai iting. inétructions,-s ..... ig 

Pires pru n "Fan; "Yen reepéettülly, “Se. ue n TE 

ME Bete Puy S 7 24:5 y Yoür uerus oe u Mu 

(Signed, Sac A. HORAS By Dell OWE, 2! : Ps 
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ter’s'prairie; geven: miles;: camped, (enaid have mjadi shorter mech; ‘Dak 
was!inforihed ithatiriven was too high cron? Rer fon) | uicta 
Monday, 28d— Caribe to "lock housélgwereud of:prairie prairies ‘crossed. 

White river, and arrived &t-Connell's prairie: Yeling-fodrimiles: oct 
Tam ünder the-impression. thatithe niger e made in forty 

miles, as we were compelled to. take. 9; very éirtui tõus route to avoid high 

water, as it«rained: during theventting march eae d I d 
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(Signed, ) J, J. H. VAN BOKKELEN, 
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Other matters will be referred tó in.a communication: which you will 
melvé by this express from the Adjutant General's office, * ^. i 5 
I have the honor to be; . , . 
"E Very respectfally, &c., , 
DU cuo: 577! ISAAC I. STEVENS, 
s. 7 7.75 Gov. and Com.-in-Chief, W- T. V. 


r 


je 


[No 990] T E. 

, Fort Hays, Connett’s PRAIRIE, ' 
April Ist, 1856. a 

Hs ix Isaac I. pr ne i 

Lee, Gov. and Commander-in:Chief,- Oiyupis; W. T.: 0 


vith Major. Hay!'s command, took a tramp through the surrounding çoun- 
ty laying at the head waters of the Puyallup rivér. We went through 
slarge section-of country of but little value to either the whites or Trdi- 
di; In our march we found: sotme, Indian Signs, say of. about eight or 
ten, With -their horses, but we did not succeed in finding a camp. - It is 
syopinion that:they have all fell back to the base of the. mountains; to 
eoas-over at thé frstsign of our approach, as they are’ disheartened 


t month. Q* 
„ Et may. be their intention uy to remove, their families ont of the 


Th lieve itis tie intention of Major Hays to. make another scout, tothe 

Mad waters of White river, to thorónghly examine‘ that-country-for 

{aid Tam in hopes we will meet with, better success... By the ex- 

= yesterday; I received my commission as Major of ‘Northern “bate 
T'have appointed" Mr. Humphrey Hil adjutant to the Northern 

jon, for whom.you Will please issue commission: , — ^ 

A I UE appointed Mr. Robert C. Hill, of Co. I, clerk of the. m 


wx 


FN hare this: day iai (after consulting with. Col. 'Shàw) Licut, 
42 


Mau ec - ea uu M EA » * "— 


~ Sip mm my last communication, my command, in conjunction: 


EA the reception given to them by the Central Battalion on tite eleventh . 


of abd again visit us; if so, we will, be ready fóf then, - 
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Ebey and‘private Lawrey to Port Townsend for thé p purposé- of rectüig 
to ic tes my battalion, and hope itl meet your sanction. if 
lom, very respectfally,... gatoi > 
* et 0 Your’ most.gbedient, 
B i. s “TSH VAN BOKKELEN, 
oer i D c ee Dong N. B. W. T. V. 


(No. 271.] " 
. Fonr Tinton, April 27th}1856. . 
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Hon. pM Anton, t beats 
Adjutant General, Olympia, W. T.: 


Sir :—Since my lost of the 30th'óf March, T have kept thing? 
motion to thé utrió- ‘of my abilities.: -I had’ ahat time in getting up 
the river.to this place... Phe river “was.very lugh; and. it; rained' jnces- 
santly thé entire passage,..and for ten:days after:cmy arrival‘ here; Ese 
at. work and put.ap a log: house to.quartér my *men—-some, of} whom were 
sick; in fact, LT have a very few able for duty; -but..byscérevantkattention 
I-got them, or some of ‘thom; on to their feet: again, and “witha partot 
my command, and'à small detachment of:.Capt.; Howe's; Estarted sous 

scont towards the’Snoqualmie pass, but found xio-signs of ;ady of, the hoe 
tile. tribes, and returned. Having received: no orders, aidbéing: anxious‘ 
be stirring, I advised Capt. Hawe to prepare tocactompany nie:with.18 
men from his command (leaving this place in command of 1stLientenait 
Beam, of Co..I, and 10. men) en: ronte for the. Mucklesheot;: tà join 
Major Van Bokkelen; + When ù the eve;of idepertute;, badidvety: thing 
packed for a start, Lient. „Fitzhugh. 'and: Col. Simmotu atf ited; and :sd 
vised us ef the whercabonts of à portion of.the-enemy;who erete:by:tbé 
last acemihts,,: ‘secreted-in the swamp: backeof the lake ofowhith: Black 
river'is the outlet. We had the worst kind of weatherssraining:oll the 
way over. We camped thé.third. doy tight: withinebalf .a.mile of where 
they were encamped three..days before; bnt; Mr, Yessler had, been-up 

- _ there several times, and evéry time they moved-farther: up the: lake, but 
notwithstanding all our inconveniences, if we had a guide, or even a goed 
chart of «the tomt, I think. we. could liave capturéd:add killed the most 


ae 


l 


jo 
: 
[i 


i ETSN 

of them before they knew who were after them. But our provisions- being 
totally "exhausted, iwe: had. to‘take'up our line of march for Seattle, it 
nining incessantly, and we having to wade for half the’ way, and for up- 
yards of three miles, waist on in water, and through almost impenetra- 


* 


We. thickets em : 


“Arrived at tutae fort sitünted [Tour miles abors Seattle, on 
tie Dewainish } fiver, We J ‘got a days rations, and moved tò a Mr, Maple's, 
"y a mile helow, : and. „camped for the night. We there learned that 
y. Yesder] had. been, commissioned ‘to-pet'these Indipns i in, and conclu- 
ii to wait until he returned; and if they. come in to fit guti for the Muck- 
ieghoot prairie. . - Before he returned, I saw Mr. Hanna, of. Port Town- 
nd; end h he informed me that the whole battalion were ordered , to “this 
place., We. immediately goti in readiness and returned, arriving here last 
aight, making | the march from the mouth of, Cedar river to this place ín 
ino days, “being & forced march of one day on account of the scarcity of 
tations, "E eae ok " 


fy 
DA aser ate he ag 9 


i, Llearn from Mr. ias Thompson, “who "ved here just before 
ie, that:there had been" orders sent tó me; but that Lieut. Col. Fitzhugh 
had taken them to Seattle, expecting té meet us there, but. was s delayed, 


ia.accautit of the;tainy weather, . Tr a MU Toe 


wT} Fhál ‘remain herd in réádihéssfor any orders'until the arrival of 
ij of Van Bokkelen. I propose to send a-scout also to-morrow or next 
EM (ag boon às the men recruit; a little) ‘out on the Snoqualmie trail to 


Beet ini and’ ascertain if therë are any j fresh signs, &e: 


if itis possible fo] proetre ‘afew U.S. “rifles for my command, I feel 
tonádent that we eould turn them to good account, for these county arms 
much inferior to a common “shot gun, , Three or four rifles ‘would 
fenger us us very n much., The other company have some, 
rm close, Doping ‘that, what T have done will meet your approbation, - 


Lp nus. Iam, very respectfally, 

kA Du joe dom os _ , Your obedient servant, ` . 
©. (Signed oe RV, PEABODY, p 
Pi isa Re pee 1 i 


MES i. Capt. “Co. H, ERWITC 
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E 212] A : s 
Sm Rute A Ge t Bom Tao, + Aprl 35 aei T 
Adji General’ JAMES Tox, ü . E eae : 


Washington Territory Volite, Olympia. 

Sir ;—I Larè some time since completed 8 yery substantial. block 
houso’at this point, and upon the a£rival of Capt.’ ‘Peabody and his com. 
mand of twenty-four men at. this place, we ‘immediately made arrange. 
ments for'a march in the direction of the lakes i in ‘the vicinity , of Seattle, 
After making the necessary arrangements preparatory. to marching, we 
accordingly set out on the’ morning of the 14th ‘inst., with my-command 
of twenty men, and Capt Peabody, twenty-four men rank and file, for the 
above named place, having left à detachment-of ten men'at Fort Tilton 
under the command of my first Lieut. Beam. After a three days’ marelr 
through an incessant rain, (my men drenched to the skin) we arrived at 
the mouth of Cedar river, and there~discovered some-Indiam signs, such 
as foot prints fresh upon the sand. We scoured the country thoroughly 
in this direction and fotind but one Indian, or saw. but one; and ‘he was 
far in the distance, and consequently poe after- which, -we Toi 
our march into Seattle. ^ - 

On the way down, I fell in with Capt.  Yesslr, from whom 1 learned 
that he was then en route for the lakes (having previously made arrange- 
ments with the Indians ‘there to come down), he “accordingly -had set 
out ta bring them i in. After remaining at. Séattle a few days to recruit 
my men and supplies, lreturned again by the, ‘same route that we came, 

end arrived at Fort Tilton on the’ 26th inst. , meeting with no accident on 
` the'roàte, except one of my Indians wounded through the fleshy part of 
the arm by the accidental discharge of a musket. . 
"^ YXhave taken the’ liberty to have in my company six northern Tadians, 
whom I have found to be very gerviceable soldiers, and anxious to fight if 
a chance is given (heir "Had we been favored’ with'a guidé, and a chart 
of the country, something doubtless miglit have "been effected in that vi: 
cinity. It.is no very pleasant reflection to tramp through this country, 
knowing not where you ate, nor where’ you may find supplies; half the 
time hot knowing whether to turn to the right or left. 

Ihave not had the pleasure of receiving any cartridge boris for my 
command, . something that I have so often yeqnested:. of which I have 
stood so much in need, until I arrived at Seattle, and there made arrange- 
ments with the quartermaster to.have them made and furnished me at 
- his earliest opportunity. Linen or canvass bags, I assure you, don’t prove 

water proof in these parts in rainy weather. -> i 

Į understand that Major Van Bokkelen i is moving in this direction, 


333, 


{shall remain’ here until his arrival. -I have not had the pleasnre'of re- 
wiying.any official documents from. any one since I arrived at this, place. 
[shall have to.request-of you-to accept'of my resignation, as 1 mye pri- 
nte business to attend to which requires, my presence., "bs 


EM xs 


"i;  alhave the ‘hotior’ to he, ` "c 
PT rv ML Åc., hong, eH 
E Vie , 8. D HOWE, 
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ES RS E a Captain Co. I, Northern Battalion. 


i ^ 4 * * ^ Y 4 
B "y , {i ry 
at " à A i : 
* ) «4 - m fs ] 
[ No. 273. ] . E "HE E 
.. `o, Orrore Ansurant Generar, W. T. V., 
so 45.1.5, Olympia, April 27tb, 1856. 
A 5 4 ‘at , á 
Msjor Van Boxman, . B 


Com’g. Northern. ‘Battalion, 2d Reg. W. T. V. 

Sm :—As soon as practicable, after the receipt of these orders, you 
vill turn over the charge of the post now occupied by your command to 
Lieut. Col. Shaw, and start for Fort Tilton to concentrate your battalion 
Peto with fhe companies:commanded: -by Captains Howe and a 


body. 
5. Yow will proceed. towards the Naches pass, m the: military road, to 
wie point on the road.from which- -yon came; off towards the Snoqualmie 
, and thus traverse a region of country which no party has yet ‘passed. 
itis left to your diséretion, upon consultation with Col. Shaw, to déterm- 
ise the route, so as not to interfere with his’ proposed ‘movements. Bear - 
aiina- that the- object is to explore country not: ‘yet occupied or passed 

by troops; and if possible, strike the ‘enemy in any " fastnieases! they 
2r upon the western bone of the mountains, or üpon the heads of 
tivers emptying into the Sound. 
9 After arriving at Fort Tilton, you vill leave a sufficient garrison 
ibere, and proceed with your battalion to the prairies above the Falls— 
dit there a block house, with pickets and a corral, for horses which may ` 
ieteafter be required there, and .employ your command" in scouting the ` 
Mjacent country, and particularly in watching the Snoqualmie pes ^C 
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+. The dutý of guarding the settlements upon thé Sound from attacks of 
the hostilés by:thé way of the Snoqualmie:pass is.entrusted to you.: Send 
scouting partiegas far into the pass as possible, and make:reports to head 
quarters relative tothe deptit and distance occupied by the -snows upon 
it. Also, your opinion as to the probable time at which any: considerable 
body of the enemy could cross intothe Sound region'by way of the pass 
"Upon your arch from the point at which you Jeave the military 
road to" 'přóceed “to ‘the "Shoqualmie falls, “make topographical notes 
-of the country, showing the distances,” ‘Cestimatéd) "between eros. 
ings of streams, descriptions of prairies traversed, or which you may dis. 
cover near your route—the distances to the mountains, character of the 
ground passed over—whether level, rolling or mountainous, and, all other 
matters which will assist in thé delinéation of the country upon a military 
map, which is being made at the office of the Commander-in-Chief. Cans 

a sketch of the country to be prepared and send it here. | 
With full confidence in your energy, intelligence and zeal in the per. 

formance of the arduous duty before you. 


very respectfully, Lo Peed etn 
ta 3 OT T o -d lae > Your obedient servant, 
EATIS? I o > JAMES TILTON, 


Adjutant General W. T. V, 
By: order of the Governor and Commander-in-Ohief, Mocter o a 
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5 <4 P... Od. " "Fitahngb, ately-from) Fort t Titon, reports, four -— 
provisions there for sixty men, 
n> iFirst. Lieut.-Edward. Gibson, aid, has been despatched to Port Ton 


Y 


send todake, supplies of all kinds to: meet you at. Fort ' Tilton. ee 
55 ;sReport;before- marching, to this office, . and inform the quartermastet 
"n ‘Any: ‘articles: wanted: ab the, Falls, which. ; you. may think could not 
supplied by, fhe quartermaster. at Port. Townsend... «.— p, - 

i - ,Capt&.-iHowe sand: ‘Peabody haye made an expedition: throngh | the 
countzy;from; Fort: Tilton, to Seatile,: anil when las heard from, werex 


torging: to.the Balls, | tama > ML EMITE MES 
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ue : M ut 
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Jaies. Tiron, Esq. ARE ey 
Adjutant General Washington anon. dee ere 

Sir :—I arrived on this prairie (called by some Spoguatmie prairie) 
yesterday at 3 o'clock P. M., being the 8th day from Fort Hays.. Du- 


fing the march T have thoroughly. examined i the country ai the, base of 


. 
- ~~ 
FÉ r r o) 


country that bas never been traveled by white-man. - “f - 
Tfound on Green river; under the mountains, various camps of the. 
enemy that had been abandoned not over a month since. These trails all 
kd down to the settlements" except that of two or three Indians and one 
horse, that I followed to the edge of the snow in the Snoqualmie pass, 
bat think they did not cross, as we could see no signs in the snow, (they 
my have crossed before the last fall of snow) ‘we un their camp fires 
al along their route. 
ains. ET D 
Since my atriyal here I have had too*nruch. bnsiness on hand to get 
things ünder way to make a full report as to my march, but will do it as 
son as I have leisure. Isent Capt. Smalley over the summit with add. 
tachment, and he reports to me that’ there is but two anda rr i oe 
niles of’ snow-—thé greatest depth: four feet. - l eshe 
» < In case of necessity, Captain. Smalley ‘and myedt arewitisied dni ü 
wain could pass.over-at this - time withthe’ lahor‘of: twenty ' ‘Wen! with 
thovels for six hours -(we: lave been both snowed im in‘ ‘ thenCalifoznis 
‘mountains, and have used tho same means'oft working a train through.) 
Nothing is impossible; where there is’a‘will, aid a:movement can be made. 
through the Snoqualinie ‘pats. With no- difficulty as soon as itcan be got 
wady, and s long ,ways/ahead of “the regulars through the N achess pass. 
I have applied to the Commander-in-Chief to send sixty-five men of 
this battalion over the mountaing with the main body, and am desirous 
of having them mounted. YT shall commence to-morrow to erect a com- 
missary building and hospital om Ranger's prairie, and shall send an ad- 
vance guard on the Snoqualmie trail, to erect a breast work’ APNG pres 
ent.snow line, keeping’ scout on the summit. . 
As soon as the snow will admit, I shall advance the guard to the 
sumit prairie, (if not otherwise ordered, ) which is the onlpistation that 
the pass can be protected. with a sumllparty.. « got > 


ihe mountains, and my route: the greatest part of; the- way was. oyera - 


i Tend this with au express across Tand:hy the route 1 I traveled, con-. 
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sisting of three men, to test the time taken to travel the route], and in 
cage the Commander-in-Chief should see fit to order the movement of the 
volunteer forces across this pass, they would. act as guides to the party, 
If the movement should. be made, it will be necessary „to start some 
twelve men with axes ahead, to iprove the trail BO that: party could pass 
through with despatch. ~ 

The express is nòt of the "best informed men, atl can give you 
# correct account of this route, ` 

"Your communications bearing date of t the nt - 8t inst; was 
received to-day, and I shall act in accordance. UM 


. Very respectfully, Sq eq ie Lf i bra 
» : : Your obedient: servant; .: Rapes: scm 
ee a TNT UE -> c VAN-BOKKELEN, 


X f azis ‘ . 
(eis Cio o "Maj N. B; WoT V. 
7 LS i : aj. N. B; W. T. V. 
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Jiuxs Tiros; -4 Í VUE UE m 
K Adjutant General W. T. Vas 

Sim :—In my despatch by land, I forgot to. mention that it will be 
necessary to have oxen on Ranger’s prairie to haul rails for a corral, as 
the timbér is a long way from the place where I will put up the ne 
and the:lumber I am using I have to raft down stream, : : 
>*= - — "fruly and respectfully, .. I 2L a 
BI ei: r Your most; obedient, ELI : 

'(Signed) -- ^" "s J:.H.. VAN BOKKELEN, 
: a NN Nope Msj, oe B. W: T. v 
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o ee 
í d ANGENS. Paine j 
-— : "May 23d, 1856. 
Gov. 1. T, STEVENS, E | eo See . ^h a 
Commander-in-Chief, W. T. V., Olympia:  - ; 
^ Sir +L arrived at this: ‘place after scouting between -Fort Hays and 


i 


ma^ 


ER ES 


Mere. T visited the summit on.the Shoqualniie pass, ‘and found but fout 
feet of snow, which does not extend : more than. two ‘and : a half: or three 
ies, and is fast sinking. - Capt. Smalley and myself aré under the impres- 
on that's party ean ¿ross with the assistance, of ‘the’ -labor of twelve 
iin for six hoars at this time, and by the timé the expedition can ‘be į L3 
ready, it can cross without any labor, 

"s TwWóuld like, if in accordance with your arrangements for the fature, 
to'take sixty or sixty-five men of this battalion over the mountains’ to br 
idunted; if the animals and fixtures can-be-procured: * 


your office, and: shall. proceed inimediately'to éarry ont the instructions. 
You may rest assured that I will leave nothing undone’ that will tend to 
take the movements of the-yolunteer forces” successful, and to carty out 
iny ordérs I may receive from your office, - 

At an election held in Company I, to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation ‘of Captain Howe, on the 21st. inst, George W Beam was 
dected- Captain, and Thomas Sinnot was: elected lst Lieutenant. You 
will please forward: commissions fo the above officers, 

. Through some™ cversight, - Benjamin Welcher, who was ected 2 2d 
lieutenant of Company I, on the 10th of March last, has never received. 
^is commission. You will please forward it with the others, + 

e “oo  ffruly, your obedient servant, 

d (Signed) E J J. H. VAN BOKKELEN, ` 
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Ul Exrottive OFFICE, Ose, W.. T. di 


eut. Col. E. C Fnzmwn, . . n 
Do to t AlddeCamp, Holmes Harbor; 

Sui: {have . conversod:with’ the messengers of Te-i-as, and Ovhi, 

aad have directed them to return to Tei-as and Owhi, and invite themi 

iid all friendly Indians to come, with their- women and children, to the 
43 


ney 


. Since “my arrival here, I have receivéd two conimunications from 


' Toa, '"— Comg N. B. W. T. Vol < 


HA 


m 


"$338 


prairie above the falls of the, Snoqualmie, iand: submit. unconditionally. to 
the -justice and mercy, of the government... wg -, i dosis cuota e tu 

. Absolute, and rinconditíonal -submission i is required.. - Those guilty of 
murders. or who have, urged on the.war, will _be-punished.:; The: remain 
der will be treated with, mercy, as, in the «case, of the Indians -on be 
Sound. SL fa^ do GE in CS fa o sE -I 

«, On the arrival of these. Indians at the prairie; you.) will, n. connec- 
tion with. Col. Simmons,.examine fully into thejr.cpnneetion with the war, 
and in case of their déserving punishment, organize a military commission, 
have them tried, and carry ‘inte effect the decision of the: court. - I invest 
you: with „my whole authority i in ordering- and approving the- - proceedings 
of the commission. ^,, 7, ^ Wc Ww. ius Mecum 

-You are authorized, howeyer, either to suspend, the exécution of the 
sentence, or defer the trial of the criminals for Wie eren Which au 
and policy may require. |. < =- 5 
> - If thus deferring the trial:or_ execution. of: thie ‘sentence sunk favor 
more criminals being got in, or would tend to bring over all Abe: Indians 
who have opposed the war, and are sincerely desirous.of: peace, or would 
enable Col. Shaw to strike à blow at the hostiles hy falling on. them una- 
wares, or. if any oue pcd could result, then-let the matter be d& 
ferred , m^ PCM I 

Should.it be egi dria by. yourself T ‘Gol. Simmons for me 
to visit the Indians on the Snoqualmie, send for me and I gwill go. And 
you will exercise your own judgment as to sending any of the chiefs of 
people.to Olympia to see me. i 
_  Xshal immediateiy push up the Snoqualmie a supply of provisions 
for the Indians 

When Lient. Col. Shaw starts for the Snoqualmie I will advise you 
by special express. 

Having had a full personal~conference with Col. Simmons, I write 
necessarily briefly. 

I say to both of you, use your own judgment in effecting the end 
desired, and you will be right. 

You will make known to Major Van Bokkelen the duties. ;with which. 
you are charged, and you will make with him the necessary arraügemeits 
to insure the "safety. of the Tiidianis on their way to the place of render 
vous. 


E tos " 


FOU, most respectful! < 
(Signed) 007 «outs. ISAAC I STEVENS; 
ete ELE ‘and. Commander-i-Chief.: 
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- AP a * June.20th, 1850.. 


Ger. 1. T Sy, ue i R 
i -Commarider-in-Chief, Port Townsend : 

Sır :—I regret to inform you that the mission you were pleased to. 

entrust to Col. Simmons and myself has turned out a perfect failure, 
The causés of the failure I cannot pivé Fou in full, bat will tell you why, 
we think we were not partially: successful. 
. . Col. Wright of the “regulars, ” has for the last month been enter- 
taining the Indians over the other side of the mountains, besides feeding 
the tyees, making them presents, &c., &c., after having sent for reinforce- 
ments to different points, and tickling the community with the belief that 
he intended speedily to demolish all the Indians on the east'side.. He is 
still holding a'talk-with them, with what-expectation I cannot tell. The 
Indians would: not: come over to us, às they hoped to get better terms from 
him. 

Our Indians informed us that Col. Wright told all*of ‘them that he 
was the “ Big Dog ” in this part of thée.world, and'had dome a long dis- 
tance to: treat: with a anl if they- would roy mm fighting, that all 
vould ‘be right. . ; 
* . The:Indians at course, are e willing to slay quits iive al fheir petpla 

And; stop: the war.. If they. succeed in doimg' that, a8 soon as they-are 
Well.prepared to carry'on the war with any prospects of success, the gov- 
emment will have the same expenses and trouble over again. - They noti- 
fied sthat as"soon ‘as they: made friends of .the soldiérs, they would. come 
ovér ‘and treat, but: as there was no time specified, we thought there was 
no use of our remaining. We accordingly left. ‘This is- the end of: your 
attempt to "treat after- nearly two.months’ time beiug consunied, to say 
wthing-of. sóme five or-six Hundred dollars it-has cost the government." 
^" I believe that you are entirely correct in your "impression, that. they 
wily wished to gaiñ time "and information, “I believe that Owhi and Te- 
Pag, anđšome of the sub-cbiefs of their band would have surrendered 
wiconditionally to:government, but for the inducements held out to” them 


ih yt 


by Col. Wright, that they could trest with him on better terms, and ove - 


‘Wi their people. As things now Meter will have to -be well thrastiéd 
before they will treat.. . ^. - TIE EC 

From the beginning of the difficulty to the iris time, the Tegu 
lara, from their" ComminderinChief down, have stultified themselves. 
‘Whey have done no fighting, and now they wish to pátelt up a iei 60 
asto get the credit for putting an end to the war. ' 
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I must refer you to Col. Simmons for all particulars, as he goes di. 
rect to Olympia.  ,, A 7 
1 . Jam, very — 
; Your obedient servant, 
(Signed)  . PE E. C. FIBUGR, EVE 
a ME: ‘ pa * M, C. ` Aided Comp, 
: li i r ~ : s "et 
t 4 " hi ox Á Fi » dd MES 
4 E § $ 4 s 9g x S E 
MÀ a E 7 
(No. 219, e Ns ; thee ^ D EE POLLEN +? oc 3 
dE E da soon E OME, WASHINGTON ennaint be 
ps EE NE Vinc 1856, :.. J. 


Major J. J. Van BOREKELIN, aa T 
. Commanding Northern Battalion : Wee dicte 

^ Sr :-—Yoür express reached Olympia" yesterday with: information i 
your arrival at the Falls of the Snoqualmie, of the quantity of snow in the 
pass, and the practicability of the toute.- From the information-giyen by 
‘Mr. Vincent, there would seem to be little doubt-of the „practicability of 
pushing a wagon train.from Montgomery’s to. the eer prairie, ‘and 
thence over the pass to the main Yakima, . .: ee 
r, If will require some five or six days to get.the wagon and pack. trains 
in residiness. Every. exertion will be.made , to have every sing in read 
ness to.move.in'six days. „°: : - 
. ‘Lo verify the information given : as to » the ‘practicability of getting 
throngh a wagon train, I send with yonr express M. Huger, the sae 
Adjutant of the regiment. — ` eio E 

“If on gn inspection, of the route, ‘and after A with „you, he 
shall be of opinion that a wagon train can be pushed: from, Montgomery's 
to the. Rattlesnake prairie say in six or Seven days, -and thence to- the 
main Yakima over the pass in three or. ‘four days more, hé. Will arrange 
with you the putting of a strong working party tó-open the road simulta: 
neously from-Rattlesnake E ‘to Frog Pond, ane from Rattlesuake; 
, prairie to the pasa. - ` aT 

. On the return of Lieut. Huger with safommation of the practicability - 
of the route, a strong working party,will be moyed Ja from, this 
quarter to meet your working party at Frog Pond. , , 
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- My information. deriyed from Mr..Vincent is that Frog Pond ia some 
fur miles beyond Green Hs and reni. ive milés. this side of- Rattle- 


PR 


wake prairie, >. ^ MCN DC NE M E 
; In.the event that, the wagon train can be ‘piuhed-over- the Snoqual- 
nie pass to the main Yakima, itis intended to establist-a post and depot 
4 the: fitst named prairie, ai to seven it with a detachment from | your 
mmand. 25, | Bos 
» This, vil leave “available to strike and usi: the enemy. the, whole 
mounted force, and they yill. have a depot-wheré to draw supplies., : 
Very respectfully, ; 
zh Br f Your obedient servant; , 
(Signed) : ;. — f - ISAAC I. STEVENS, : 
: S e dex. os Governor Washington Territory, - 
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Ae. eRe NE Seo Pass Jane 24th, 1856. 
hays re Tuas Turow, - i dis T M 
ecu Pu :W. T. V., Olympis:: 7 Zu 


x Sig i—In ioris with my last communication, ‘the Viris started 
for. this ‘place by the different trails, I weht with Capt, Beani end his 
&mpanuy by the foot.trail from Rangers’ prairie, sending the pack: train 
with Company I'and H. by-the.horse trait ón Cedar creek. After tray? 
ding a mile through the bottom I came into a prairie of fine grass, abont 
fo and- one-half miles long and three-fourths wide. After leaving the 
peairie I went through the-timber.for'a mile.and struck a burnt prairie 
with rock-soil aboüt three miles long, after leaving which I commenced a 
gradual-rise. to the summit of the pass; which thirty-five-miles from Rang: 
iti" prairie the whole trail is a gradual rise, but greatly obstructed with 
timber and would tequire considerable labor to open. After raising ‘the 
fammit we lost the old Indian trail, and I took.a road with a gradual 
slope to the south, with the intetition of striking Cichelass Lake, which I 
trick «after: traveling fourteen miles. . About four miles ‘before I struck 
the lake I foiind an Lidián -trail-which I followed to within one hundred 
fards of the lake; where I found blazes on the trees to the lake which ap- 
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“peared to have been-màde by white men ; commencing from the lake they 

must have gone that‘far aud retiined, ‘giving it "up ad a bad-job. ^ Y shout 
like to know if a white man has ever been through before we. -welit throngh 
-this tire; for we could find no signs of white refi ón-thé-road. .'The trail 
t:this place ran info.the like, and the ‘Indians in usitig ‘this “trail ‘nin 
‘either cross the lake in canoes or. travel. atound the shores‘of the lake jn 
the dry season. From this place we took the western side of thé lake and 
foréed óur-way along over rocks and ‘timber, ap Hill and down, for. eight 
miles, till. we got tothe lower end of the-lake, alien we stfuck-the pack 
trail where we camped. . a Tey 

Towards evening: ‘Capt. 'Smälléy came down from the summit with a 
detachment ‘for the purjóse óf meeting my party. He reports that the 
party with the train is on the'summit hill, and had thought it advisable 
to stop them at this place till he saw me, for if the animals were brought 
down to the river they would not be enabled to return to Rangers’ prairie 
to pack out again before we would consume what provisions we had on 
hand. This was the fifth day from camp. 

The next morning, witha ‘small party, I started down the river 
which forms the Yakima, to examine the country. I went some five 
miles and found the country to continue too open to guard with my small 
party, so I returned, sending two men ahead to examine the trail and to 
look for signs, as I was desirous to return to camp to see what could be 
done towards - “getting tlie . ‘party ahead, After arriving in camp I found 
there was but six days provisions on hand and not over eight horses that 
was fit to pack, as the others had tender feet ;:so°I*orderedl them to fall 
back to the foot of the summit; tull-as it would Bot do for them to remain 
åt this place as it has beém atorming-for. the last: week; and- there await 
till I. could, learn whether the Quartermaster. Departínent" would ániwet 
my requisition for horses ór "not, forif the hórses are not;sent me; I will 
be compélled to fall back to Ragers prairie, where I willbe within read 
of provisions ico] 0n IQQ. ARE 68,4, Polus 

. Jn relation to this pass, have beén totally:deceived in representation 
of "it made io mé; as far-ns'Lhave beei Ihave .fouid no place thats 
party can effectually. guard it. At.times.I am-of: the Opinion: that'by 
holding Fort Tilton, Fort Alder and Rattlésnake:prairie; we can -effett 
‘Madly guard this séetion ofthe conntry as at any” otherrpoint. I shall e 
main al this place until, I ‘hear from 'yout-office, - * Wpenirt]Eed o 2f 
tono o li slam sif, respectfally,, 5 22 87. 00s ae 
kl ty X 4 S, i obédieht'servant, >. tit 4^ 7. 
7e. (Signed, ys b » , ME JJ. Hc VAN BOKKEEIN, ; 
esad C5. :. Mag Cot Notthern: Battalion, V3 T.V. 
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jars. Tiron Esq:, 4: JU ? . , uut ty LEDE 4 MU 
2 "Adj. General W: T Y; “Olympia: $6.44 she ed 
24, Siz +Vatrived‘at this place‘on tho evening ‘of: the’26th, dfteritrav- 
dig throigh: rain:for: forty-five miles:with ‘my pack on 1$ back; whiefb 
business of making pack-cnimals.of ourselves for'the want of "proper ani# 
mals; (which: T-understand the. other’ battalions. have been? supplied with, 
wth to ride as well as to pack, whilst this battalion cannot obtain enodghy 
o.pack’ twenty. days rations to make'a move that’ may bè of: some. credit 
themselves and, those that commiind thém,) both the:battalion and: my 
slfare sick of: re tT anallati Sate iiec nl 
Ifeund the various communications from your office’ swhich the exe 
peess-had - brought-through, but no horses from the Quartermaster’s De- 
prient, whick was great disappointment, as for the wantzof -them, I: 
baye been compelled to:order- the command te fall back from- Summit to. 
Rattlesnake’ prairie; whére I shall station them to ‘the best’: advantage so: 
that I-con'supply.them with provisions, < ^ >», * oe de 
vi^ Themen -that T'sent down;:towards the Yokima valley returned: the 
moming I left camp and report having gone down the xiver twenty miles, 
after crossing the river where they left me, After troveling three-fourths 
ofa mile they found the trail that I should have followed, coming: into thé 
pack (rail. After travelling sixteen miles, they came to a narrow place 
about three-fourths of a mile wide, with the mountains coming together on 
both sides ; after which, the country opened into the valley. This place 


vent four miles further into the valle ey when. théy came upon an Indian 
dicampment, which had not. been adandoned over 24 hours. From the 
corral they must have had considerable stock’ They had their fish traps 
ii the river. 

“ T forgot to state that the first morning after the train camped oñthe 
Summit prairie the. guard at three o’elock,-a.as., discovered three Indians 
on the edge, of ; the.timber , watching camp. The alarm was given and 
parsnit given without success. They must have belonged ip the cam 
oken of, and was on the look-out for us, After finditig 8 lotation 4 do! 
guard. the pass itis mortifying- and "discourdging i6 bive to fall back 
fit thé want of animals," As soon as theiparty tetris frott'the Sutimit, 
Ishall erect w.blick-housé on. Rattlesnake’ ahd another. on thé: fóàt- trail’ 
othe prairie, catting a pack iráilto the same; —- 2 3:725 P. 
^tI:h&ve been compelled to detail a! portion of this-battalión for" piofiéer- 
duty, promising them that they shalt be paid:at the same rate^that othér^ 
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fey, report te me as a good location for a fort, to defend the pass. They : 
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pioneers are paid. You will please inform me if I am rightfin pr 
them the same. It is nothing more than just, ag iu all our movements we 
have gone through an entirely wild. country, and have been compelled to 
open our own roads and build roads, and not have it done for-uà as other 
battalions have ;. but things may all turn out for the best-yet. 
` The Quartermaster informs: me that he has. oxen- for me. at Port 
Townsend, and:if I will detail a party to bring them through; he will de. 
liver them at Seattle, which I cannot do, ds I fannot spare the men ; and 
again, hy the. time the cattle gets theoteh Abe mens time: vill hare’ a 
ired. - s Ope uk 
i , Those át Fort Hays I shall endéavor ‘to get ;throügh,' as they ars 
necessary Án. this section for work. I have already pretty well'opened the 
trail to the Sommit, and have ordered the party on their. return to put 
some more "work uponi  .- y PM 
Your request in yours.of -1"th, and relative: to the report of the; 
amount of :articles drawn by. each individual cannot be ‘complied with, as 
a portion "ofthe ‘articles furnished by Quartermaster ‘has. no . prices at- 
tached. It will be attended to as soon ns thé prices can be obtained. 
In accordance with your iustractions I shall make. requisition on the 
Quartermaster: at Port "Townsend for supplies for Col. Shaw; and hare 


the same in readiness at Fort Tilton. . . z 
- Respectfully yours, ME 
~ (Sigued,) x J, J- H. VAN BOKKELIN, ` 


Com’g. Northern Battalion, W. T, Voluntéers.. 


[No 382] ^: 57 Ms We e c EAE 
spei ee -Orce Abran GrNERAL, W: T =) : 
eod us Kew emo uem gaa a Nov. 9th, 1855. 

Capt nn C; Hew, ey cutn i "n f E ; ae CR i | 2 E f a 


, - Commanding Company Hi ist Regiment W.T: Y. 
E — Heronith. you -will -receive . your. commission ‘as Captain of 
Gompany H, of 1st Regiment "Washington "Territory". Volünteers.. . . 
You will take the enclosed military oath, before any magistrate; ini, 
cause the officers, non-commissioned, iique tö take t the same; Any who 
refuse. will not be received into the. service. : m 


^M 
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Your düty will be to proceed to tlie Forks of the White river, estab- 


"cA 


lish a, communication : with Capt; Maloney, report for orders from him to ; 
stin concert with the.forces under his command. : 
Very respectfully, &e, 2 : £ 
` JAMES TILTON, | 8555 5 
ese D ioo Ae dm W. T V. $ 
a et E i - 5 E Tie" Ey 
MP $t LE à : : i B 
ac^ gts E M i EM "Eo i à r4 
2 ar io ERA e = i a ba 
Eo Toeto Soa v i " 
[No, 283.] ie eR Sag Bis Ta a M 
2. 00 Beli, "November 19th, 1895. à 
Hon. C. H: Mások, em a 
“Acting ‘Governor Washington Mersitory, Olympia : l 5 
- fm:—On my way to this placé I called at Fort Steilacoom An ; 
express had just arrived bringing intelligénée thnt Capt. Malony had fal- 3 
ln back to within ten miles of the Fort It will therefore be impossible ` 
for me to form a junction with him at present on account of high water in ; l 
the White and Puyallup rivers, as well as the stream ronning-across from 
the former to the latter. I have therefore concluded to.send ont a party 
to blockade ithe trail leading from Green river to the Sound, and await” ; 
util I can tm arms for all my company. At present’ ‘we have but thirty- 
five effective guns, and my company now numbers 62, and I think by to- i 
morrow will be increased to 70. i 
I have learned by Indians that all the stock on White ri river has been - 
either killed or driven off. I shall, therefore, have to call for more provi- f 
sions, as I was in hopes to find plenty of beef. 1 "s 
Xo X RO 0X 058 0C Sk, ROCK, X, - . 
We are getting our block-house along às fast as s possible, We Have ‘ 
the cannon mounted and ready for use. p. RES 
eo en "E yours, &c; ^ ^5. Es. cR "E 
N ism san OO HEWIPT,. ru d 
| Capt, Company.H, W.:T: Volunteers. 
n Es (rA í ux B rx PEL PE " 
44 : J 
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- [No284] > Aca. 
i-o pie Hee nos Onos Ayr: ERA W. T; Vit - 
2 irc Nov. 24th, 1855. 


i OT £ 
Capt. C. n femi. B^ aa MC y 
Coinmanding Company H, W. T. Vélunteers : : 


Sm :—The steamer “Traveler” is despatched to carry your eompany 
to-your post at junction of White and Green rifers/ Should you be called 
upon before leaving Seattle, you will aid tlie Iidian agent or Bub-agent 
to remove, the Indians from Seattle, and if necessary employ force in eo 
ercing obedience from the Indians or. preventing any interference from the 
white men who may attempt to prevent their intention to remove the In. 
dians from the eastern to the western side of the Sound. 

Report to this office as frequently as possible, 

'I am, very respectfully, Mo de 
|o . * . ,. . Your obedient servant, 
mM : JAMES TILTON, 
s: - Adjutant General W. T.V. 


By ios of the ds Governor., 


7t 
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[No. 285.] : 
rp" Executive OFFICE, TERRITORY. Wasuincron, 
| Ornen,. Feb. lat, 1856. | 


x 
A n 


Lieut, Col. E. LANDER, E j 
‘Commanding Post at Seattle: Co, : 
Dear Sm :—I haye determined to.disband the existing organization 
sentirely, and to accept the servicés of no voluntéers, except ars six months, 
and subject to the ordér of the Executive. . . - 
Accordingly, the company recently raised. at Seattle will be disband: 
ed, and yon are instructed to` enlist-as large a force as possible, i in cor, 


formity with the requirements of the proclamation. T 
^ Every man who enlists must de so with the understanding thathe 


"d 


wt 
cu 
` 


BAT 


į 
eulists for-the general defence of the Territory, and that he wust move to 
any point, Where his deos in the opinion of his commanding officer, are. 
most needed. * < i 
Yery nai ; 

e id "E Your most obedient, . 

Prats. a 2 a ISAAC I. STEVENS, . i 
ea a pF Governor TUS Washington. . 


- 


MÀ E». 


.[No. 286.] M NE 
AMA Orrick ApuTANT GENERAL, W. T. V., 
NE i Orrar i A pril 13th, 1528s 


Capt, E. Dike: 
M -—'  Com’g. Company A, Ist ore W. T. Volunteers ` 
Sir:—You are hereby ordered to employ as many more of the Tu- 
dians now upon Dr. Maynard’s reservation, together with such as you may 
choose to employ of those now at Seattle—organize the whole into a war 
party, and either command them yourself, or detail a commander. ' 
Push the party ia canoes up the Duwamish river, and give ‘them or- 
ders to act against the enemy as they best can, by engaging the parties 


now infesting the country to the eastward of Seattle, and endeavoring to - 


drive the hostile savages towards the Muckleshoot prairie, or falling upon 
any parties who may be endeavoring to make their way from the Duwani- 
ish river towards the Snoqualmie pass. 

f Very respectfully, 

* Your thost- obedient, 
JAMES TILTON, 
= Adjt Genwi W. T. V. 
By oeer of the Governor and Commander-in-chief, W. TV. =! 
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RENE: EM : a : NOE E, nou "i 


zeo, As pen OFFICE, WARN en | : 


> , Olympia, Feb. 17th, 1856. 


Lieut. Col E Lanner, up. EU 
Commianding Seattle: ^^ - is 

Dear Sin :— 1 have writteh Capt. Gansevoort, urging him, after the 
Active has landed troops and sappiles at the north of the Sno-ho-mish, to 
keep her crmsing the whole time between Fort-Townsend, Bellingham 
Bay, and Seattle. PI & 

“You are instructed to see Capt. Gansevoort and enforce this request 
with any argument in your power. I deem it essential to the security of 
the lower settlements from, the incursions of the Northern Indians. 

My information is that 16 northern war canoes will, as soon as the 

winter breaks, make a dash upon the Sound. The Active will keep them 
back. 
‘ his information comes from Fitzhugh ; but it will cause no change 
in my plans from the line.of the Sno-ho-misb. Pat Kanim has been reit- 
forced by 25 friendly Indians, and the opérations there must be supported, 
and my instructions to "Capt Ebey vigoronsly carried out 

One hundred and sixty volunteers are now at Yelm'pråirie. «The 
works are completed there, and day after tomorrow We move to Mont- 
gomery'&. In ten days we hope to be in the heart of the pens country. 

I shall cover an advance by 80 friendly Indians. K 

The weekly express will touch at Seattle both ‘Ways. - Report fully 
as td operations therg, and make your dpa for supplies sie 

proces Truly and respectfully, ee. 
~ Your most. -obodjant, s 


(Signed] | .. 5. | BACE STEVENS, 
E I. ix rites CH Gy. oN Gov. and Gomaandersin-Chiet à 
ee "n es Pe ms ee Kr oA 
oe E S a aig 
SNE 
- E ^ ~ ey ` 
Re = WU ee E 
[No 988] ^. ^^ n "cl CE "v 


"Post AT Siami, March 3d, 1856, 


Major Janes "Tiuros, v S 
- Adjutant General W. T. V.: - d 
Sir :—By-special instructions of February 12th, I am instructed io 
employ Indians on Dr. Maynard's reservation in offensive, operations, 


> ka 


849 - i 


I am informed by the Agent, Dr. Maynard, that they are no longer in- 


dined to operate with the whites, and therefore I have not organized those ae 
Indians. - E h 
In pursuance of best orders of February 1st, I have discharged all 3 
soldiers refusing to be sworn for the service during six moiths and for- p 
ward original muster roll and master of March 1st. -> e p 
In’ pursuance of special order from the Commander-in- chief and Sup- rM 
trintendent of Indian Affairs, thé Indians at Seattle and on the shore of p 
Ellioti’s Bay, “have‘been moved to the: "western shore of Admiraly Inlet. = 


m 
yee 


Their removal is due to the exertions of 1:3 I. Yesler, assisted by H: H. 

Tobin, " special Thdian agent. Tf consistent with the views of the Com- 
mander-in-chief, "Indian agents bringing Indians to that point might be re- 
quired to report ‘their arrival and also the number ot Tndioüs that may pe 
in the company. š 


w 
B 


ty oF ^ 


aon 


Conimander Swartwout fios retained for his specjal service eight In- ia 
dians, with their families heir names ‘are as follows: - © Old Curly, J 
Curley's Charléy, Jim, Lochey, Bob—(old man at Conley’s,) Cowlitz and M 
Jim's John.” The number of squaws and children with these Indians has i 
fot been stated tome, ` DIR ae ee i 

There is employed- in service of the Territory one Indian called a 
George, and theré are two in private famitics not yet removed. — " 

‘There are grounds for believing that Indians are camped on the lakes i S 
in this vicinity, and on ‘the streams ranning ‘into them. In my opinion no ir 
‘attack can be made upon them without means of SANE UMOR m me ; i: 


water. E 
Indians employed for this purpose ean sip be obtained by prompt ; 
payment. Could means of payment be devised for them Mus difficulty . 
would be in-some measure Overcome. * : 
Reports by persofs.deemed: trustworthy are uds of intended atiacks 
upon this post by Indians im force. ~ A scout was made by: my command 
in direction of the lake and river but no signs of Indians were discovered, A 
and it is thought no immediate attack is to be feared. 
, I am, sir, very respectfully, 
, . Your obedient servant,  . : 
(Signed, ) EDWARD LANDER, de m 
` Capt. (Co. A,) Com’g. Post at Seattle. 
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* _[No, .289.];. ! E E: > d yo cns So Rs. de a ue 
: E ONE Apsorant GeNeRaL, W. T. V, 
ees, Jan. 14th, 1856. pt 
Col. Ososbrg, : : m y 
` ' Aid to Commander-in-Chiet : "n 
>. $m :—Yon will proceed to Seattle. Your mission there is to endes- 
vor to impress upon the naval officer in command i in the harbor, the nülity 
and practicability of a combined naval and military movement from Seat. 
tle to the Lake Duwamish. 
. The plan which ‘seems, best is for the shipping to farish boats ‘and 
men to man them ; take on board the company “ A,” of Capt. Lander, 
and examine the shores of the Lake, making..such expeditions therefrom 
ag may seem advisable. 

, Or, for the boat expedition to be manned | exclusively from the ves. 
sels, and the town of Seattle being left garrisoned by detachments from 
the ship, the company of Capt. Lander to eut a road from the -town fo 
the Lake, join there the naval forces, and erect a block-house or block- 
houses at such points as will be easily supplied and communicated with 
upon both the east dnd the west shores of the Lake, 

The details will of course be: “governed by circumstances, but the 
chief object of your mission will be accomplished if you can induce the for- 
ces now occupying the town and harbor of Seattle to demonstrate their 
ability to advance, occupy and maintain a footing, in the country lying 
eastward of Seattle. 


" 
2 Y 
x0 b 


" Very respectfully, EE: 
. - Your obedient servant, > 
(Signed, ) ., JAMES TILTON, .: 
Adjt. Gen. W..T. Volunteers, 
By order of the Governor and Commander-in- Chief. dj en 


NOTES FOR LIEUT COL CROSBIE. 


LS 


; The Massachusetts, in moving on the Sound, will require but. ve]. 
‘few men in addition to those required to work: the steamer. 

The Decatur lying at Seattle is invulnerable io attack, with 40 men 
on board. 
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: Thus to garrison Seattle and fit ont a, boat expedition. to the "okes, 
150 nien at least would be available. = : 3: 


. Let 50 occupy Seattle. Let 100 men go with the, boats, UE 
. Leti Col, Lander build his blork- honse on.the shores of the Lake- and 
open the road to Seattle; 


If there be two companies of fund at Seattle, the whole of re 
except some thirty occupying. two block-houses on the Duwamish—one 
at the Forks of Black and White rivers, and one unmediate between-these 
Forks and the Forks of Green and White rivers, would be available for 


Muckleshoot. . us 
The boats of the navy could — their force to any part of e 
Lake, where they might push forward into the country. - 
Col. Lander’s force would hold the block-house on the Lake rS 
open the communication with Seattle. ; 
(Signed, ) ISAAC I. STEVENS, 
: Gov, and Commander-in-Chief. 


- [No. 290.] > ae St ] | ME cM 
- di Orricg: Apsorant GENERAL, W. T. V., 3 
à ' : Pace April 13th, 1856. ` 


* E UE ? "n 
Lieut. ca. LANDER, "^ Bk . AY "Lm 
x Commanding Post, on Duwamisfi River: 

Six :—Mr. Yesler, of Seattle, reports a possibility of inducing, the. 
ssvageg now occupying tlie shores.of Lake Washington, Sqnaw Lake; and, 
the country, adjacent, to come in to the reservation. 

He also gives it as his opinion that Nelson and others R f in. 
the murders of families upon the Duwamish river, can be taken., .-- , 

You are hereby instructed to concert measures for the- attainment of. 
these objects with Mr. -Yesler, and to employ the force under your-com-, 
mand in sucha manner as in: your opinion. will be ‘most ener to 80. 
S a result. 

. Also, you are instructed tomake discrimination between such asare pro- 
x o send to the reservation, and sach. as may ] be tried for. the murders 


blows.apon the und iu d si with the ires ee from the- 
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conimitted. Collect proof, and bearing inmind that a ‘marked’ difference | 
exists between the persons who have committed: murders and ‘incited war, | 
and their comparatively ‘innocent followers. —.  .. — v6 rw auan 
"^s Those/who you may lave ‘reason to-suppóse-to.be mürderérs, or to | 
have incited the war, you will send here with the: witnesses or‘such other. | 
proof as you may deem essential, to be-tried by a military commission, 


WMery.respectfully, -^ `- E ERES: 
i Your obedient servan | 
«o Geni) mop: E ae E 
; HA ^ Adj. Gen. W. T. vo 


By order of the Gov, dd Commander-in-Chief, à 


Fort ow DvwawisH Rives, 
April 24th, 1856. 


[No. 291.] ` 


JAMES PILTON, 
Adjutant General W. T. V.: 

Sir :—1 have to report that in pursuance of orders, Mr. Yesler visi- 
ted the Indians residing on the Duwamish Lake, and on his retur, 
reported ta me that nearly forty of them had already started for the 
Duwamish reservation, and that he thought the remaindér would consent 
to go there also, when he saw them again. He returned to the Lake at 
once, and-on Tuesday the 21st, at noon, he reported’to me that all the 
Indians except those in óne camp, who retuned to come in, had started for 
the reservation by Union Lake portage. 5 © ee HUS on. 

^ I immedistely-détailed Liéut. Neely with a Sergeatit and twelve men 
in oo canoes to proceed af ońce to the Lake by the Way of Black river, 
with a view of surprising their camp, and striking any "Indians who might 
be found" on the Like shóre? It was expected ‘that 1 the canoes - -would he 
able to get to-the Laké by dark atid strike the Indians at early dawn the 
next morning. “Black river however, was’ found tobe much higher and 
more rapid thari usual, and 'clósed to somè extent by fallen, trees ; ‘and af 
ter. working all-night in the rain, the command wag six iniles from: "the . 
camp at day-light the -enext morning. UME Neely reriaiued concealed 
on shore all’ that day ánd's portion of the night, and at téfelve vloek 


$ 
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started:for.the camp—landed on the shore, and lenving four men an charge 

of the canoes, marched through tlie woods for half an hour, . At the first 
light he found himself within four hundred yards of two large houses, not 
dismantled; and with every sign of occupangy the day before. - Following 
down the trail another. house was found’ and a canoe‘ partially finished. 
The;cnmp was'on the edge of a large- willow: ‘swamp, and could not he 
reached: from the Lake through the swamp. No-Indians were: found at 
either camp ; they had evidently left the first camp a very short time’ be- 
fore. At the first place of landing were. the remains of a ‘large encamp- 
ment of, at least four hundred Indians, judging by the fires and other signs. 
Here were found wheat, peas and ox-bones, showing clearly that to this 
place, the-Indians who attacked Seattle and plundered and “burned the 
houses on the river retreated-to enjoy their plunder. Mr. Neeley made a 
very. careful ,examinafion of. the east shore of fhe Lake, and is satisfied 
that soine few Indians are still lurking there, He returned to Black river 
early this . morning, : finding eucnaped there on the North bank, Capt. 
Howe, with two companies of the-Northern ‘Battalion, on their return to 
Fort Tilton ; Lieut. N ngen “with a command of regulars preparing to cross 
with a view to scout, having left Seattle on Thursday, and Lieut Denny 
with twenty- oue. ‘men of Company “A,” who had been ordered to more 
forward io Black river to cross it with rtke “canoes which Lieut. Neely’s 
command would have there by three o'clock on Wednesday ; and having 
crossed it to make the best of his way by means of a compass to the prai- 
ties on the meridian line. 

Mr. Denny had ‘arrived on Wednesday at noon’ in advance of Capt. 
Howe, who-had been invited by me to co-operate in the movement, Not 
being met by Lieut. ‘Neely, he prodéeded to build & raft but was unable 
to cross his men upon ib from the swiftness of the current, 

i Mr. Neely, on his ‘rival with one, canoe, ferried over Capt. Howe's 
éomyiand to the north bank of Cedar creek,” and with’ the other ferried 
Lieut, , Denny's command ovér to the gouth side of Blick rivor, aid with 
ee men of his detail accompanied 3 Mr. “Denny ‘on his route‘to the prai- 
Ties sending back id his post the remainder of his command. . - 

- Although the'ex xpédítion of Mr. Neeley 3 was ünsnécossful in taking or 
destroying the Indians left by Mr. Yesler, owing to their sudden depar: 
ture from their camp, yet the command is entitled to great credit for thei 
fersevérence through the first ‘day and night in endeavortüg to reach the 
like before day, and their- patience in remaining hidden until the next 
tight, and for-their precautions taken to come upon the comp at dawn 
Mr. ‘Neely made every effort to carry out his instructions, ‘and I would 

ftitolarly state, that upon their ` expedition as apon numerous other ex, 

itions ‘since hé has been attdched to Company “:A,” he "has always 
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ted his scouting, parties with great. discretion: and never failed to ‘fo, his 
duty, generally of the most fatigueing Kind. ue Bae do s M 


` I déem it my duty in this connection to say, that the officers and 
mien of this company - -have always pérfórmed their duty most cheerfully 
and faithfully ; -and although it has not been their good’ fortune in numer- 
ous searches to’ find the enemy, nor to be attacked by them, they have 
undergone à as much as those whose luck has been better. ^ - i 

“The first occupation of the post at Seattlg was a severe duty. ` The 
alarm of the citizens, and the believed iniminent dánger of attack rendered 
necessary along line of sentinels and a-corresponding ‘amount of guard 
duty, always harrassing. The work on barricades and large block-honse 
was pushed “forward as rapidly as possible, and a ‘smaller block-house for 
stores was also built, “When by the aid of the naval forces the guard du: 
ty was made~much lighter, strong scouting parties were pushed ‘out in 
every direction. ‘The woods surrounding Seattle were thoroughly scoured, 
both on the trails and off. ` (The Indians lurking in them were driven ont; 
the Duwamish river was freed from theri, they were driven ‘ over Black 
river, and the whole western shore of the great Lake was examined ; the 
favorite portage of the Indians, between the great Lake and the Sond, 
by the way of Lake Union and Salmon Bay, was watched by’ parties night 
and day until they ceased to use it. 


On the arrival of Capt. Swartwoat upon the Massachusetts, the oc 
cupation of the town by the naval forces being understood from him to be 
permanent, which had not previously been the case, and the completion of 
the block-houses in Seattle, a large block-house was comménced in Seattle 
to be erected upon the Duwamish river, as no suitable tiniher could be 
‘obtained near the proposed site. A slight delay was occasioned in thé- 
work by the sudden withdrawal of the naval forces, which delay was how- 
ever soon remedied. The block-house was finished in town and in two 
days time conveyed up the’ river—erected and roofed, Since then a stock: 
ade ninety-eight feet long and fifty-eight wide, with a. -bástioi), ha’ been 
erected, In the prosecution of so much work it has been necessary to 
call upon the men to run saw-mills, fo, nct as engineers, firemen, raftemen, 
log-cutters and mechanics, in addition to their duties as soldiers, ud there 
has been no refusals. ; R 


È 


Detailed accounts of scouts, ride isiicnous and praiseworthy, where 
no brilliant results have followed have not been made, as it has not been 
deemed necessary to trouble, the Commander-in-Chief with. them. Not 
has the account of the progress of the different block-houses that have been 
built, been forwarded for the sume reason ; and it was also supposed that ' 
Lieut. Col. Crosbie, Aiddeeamp to the Consanderinhief would report 
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all that would be desirable to, be known, on his return from: lis visit of 
inspection. UNE $ hus 4 

To make, the Fort on the Dumamish | river easily. defensilile, a great 
deal of work must. be done, -and it will-he resumed on she. return of the. 
party under Mr. Denny. 

I have farther to report that immediately on the tuni of the party 
from the Lake, deeming the observations. of it important while these par- 
ties were” engaged in the country south and east of -it, I ordered Ist Ber- 
geant Henning to:take a-party of eight.men and proceed through the 
woods to, the Union Lake portage, distant sixteen miles, and watch the: 
Lake and portage, for parties of Indians passing near him. In so doing 
he was compelled to take a portion of the men who, had- just -returned 
from a Revere Cont, -as mosg of, those remaining were unfit for marching 


duty. hcg qo Ha 
The usual ration of om ounces of pork, which TN the diaaa. 


of fish in Seattle, was sufficient while the company was stationed there, 
did not subsist the men for the first three weeks while stationed at this: 
post. I therefore ordered an issue of a ration of fourteen ounces of pork 
for the past week, which has proved amply sufficient. This issue aill not 
be continued unless approved. „An issue of potatoes will be beneficial to 
the health of the men, and Lieut. Matthihs'could, probably obtain them 
for that purpose if authorized so to do. 

Mr. Yesler has not yet reported asto the guilt of the Indians brought 
in by him, but he has been directed to make diligent inquiry on that head. 
My attention has been called by the last order to the fact that an express 
boat calls at Seattle every week. This post is distant from Seattle and. 
the communication is ever uncertain, as there are no horses at. this post 
nor Indians for canoe expresses. The want of horses and canoes for pub- 
lic service is mueh felt. : 


a 


Very respectfully, s od —— 
` > Your obedient servant, * 
* ^ Signed,) d : EDWARD LANDER. 
B. i 
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[No. 202;] .. CHE GE oo ES Dm 
| : à Orricr Apr GrNERAL, W. T. Y. A 
Ao CE - Olympia, April 1th, 1856/2" (o 
Lieut Col GA NDER, l coe Ka 5 


=; t 


LET Come, Post on Duwamish River: | ; : iT 
e > Siit have-received information from Steilacoom that Capt. Dent, 
with-two companies, will make an expédition shortly, from Dent':Post, to 
-thë sliorés of Lake Washington, and will có-opiergite ‘with’ boats to be sent 
frou ‘tlie ‘Bay of Seattle, by ‘the men-of-war lying in that harbor.: 
< Tésend you this iiformation for- your guidancein tlie-.hiüpe -you can 
Soter with Mr, Yesler and Capt. Dent, “such measures as will disinfesf 
the country adjacent to Seattle of the bands which afe in that vicinity, and 
a capture Nelson and the murderers of the families upon the-Du- 


warnish, ee LEES wow Se supe iude 

mpecyo um od un : “Very respectfully, ge; — . Chana 70 
NEL AM ME ~e © JAMES TITON, =~ °°. 
pot. es URGE TS Adjutant Geüeral WT. ied REIS, 3 


- By order of tho-Gfoviner and (BED sd uk que t 
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Fanes Thurow, 
Adjutant General W. T. V.: 
. Sm :— Under date of 24th of April, a report was made of the opere 
tions of my cdmmand to that date, and I now have to report that Lieut. 
Denny with bis party returned on yesterday to this post from the scout to 
the e Exin prairies i P : 
yt Loup essed Blade river on the morning of the 25th, after 
awe it, A dave i £ half for canoes, Findiug tho raft he constructed , 
could not be used in the current, Lient Nagen, commanding detachment 
of regular forces, kindly offered to Denny the use of his canoe to cross the 


r 


a Xu of ^a OBE 


*" - 


357 


B river with’; but the opportune arrival of Lieut. N ely with the canoes of 
his, party,, prevented the necessity of taking Sinus of the i dnd of 
Lieut. Nugen. 

z- Imniedistely after crossing, he followed. the Territorial road astlozed 
through, the low ground near: the river, and upon getting pon, the bluff 
Bi took. course by compass south 24° east, expecting this to bring them to 
the prairies,in a-march of ten miles. Abont three miles from the river an 
old Indian-trail was crossed, which from its-general direction appeared to 
lead from, White riyer to Cedar creek ; bat not to have been used lately 
to any extent if at all. . The country, after leaving, the. bluff was found to’ 
be good, and the woods generally easy to march “throng ; po that there 
Was but little delay occasioned on the marth, . ctis Walk ote 

1: Lient, Denny went as he supposed froín twelve to fifteen miles in the 
direction he had, taken before he left, and could find no‘signs of the prai; 
ries,-ag the distance he:had come was more than: sufficient to have found 
them if the direction taken from tho blnff had been correct. .He was 
compelled:to conclude that he had taken a wrong direction: Ashe had 
but, one.day's provisions left, and a two day's march before him on his re- 
turn, he very. properly decided to proceed no farther. — - u^ 

£ On his return he foünd encamped on Black tiver Lient. Nugen and 
his command, who: had arrived some two “days previously.: Mr. Denny’s 
want of success in finding the prairies, is to be nttribnted.to the delay-in 
crossing Black river, and the wrong direction taken from the bluffs, which 
was in pursuance of my instruction. No time was left to explore the 
country: ou either side of , the line followed, . and all was done -that it was 
possible . to be. done to effect the object desired. . It is to be-regretted 
that ‘the’ prairies were not reamed, as Capt, Dent. would uate ben 
thëre. : sis 

The party sent to the en under: ist Sergeant Henning, returned 
to the post this afternoon after four days absence; "The party marched 
upon the Seattle trail for some four. miles-and then struck off through the 
woods skirting the lake to-the pottage. No Indian signs were discovered 
on the roads. .At-the portage‘on tho Duwamish, four canoes were found. 
In Union Lake none were discoveréd. During the stay at the portage 
sentinels were posted to command both the lakes, and one-half of the par- 
ty kept watching on the trail day and night, No fires were seen on the 
shore, or canoes on either lake. On his return down the lake, the western 
shore of the lake and island were carefully examined, and a party under 
Sergeant Webbins landed at Clark’s prairie and went through the woods 
‘to this post.” The rest of the party and the 1st Sergeant continued down 
the lake to Black river, and met at Tobing mill, Capt. Dent, with eighty- 
five men, returning to Fort Dent, It was stated to the Sergeant that 
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Capt. Dent had found twénty families bigh up Cedar creek lind killed 
two, Indians .and: drove .thé' remainder “before him: - One-man.of bes 
Dent's command was badly wounded. =” : 

. Sergeant Henning was just recovering from a severe attack of | sieke 
nesg, and volunteered for the duty from which he had justreturned, and 
he has always shown himself & zealous and efficient officer,’ especially in 
command of scouting parties,- Second Sergeant. Rossis. now absent 
with a party of twelve’ men on the way to thé pan to, occupy. the 
position -held by Sergeant Henning. - It is thought that. the Indians re, 
iiaining ou the lakes will seek’ the opportunity of. hiding i in the eóuntry 
north of Lake Union and Trial lakes. Sone slight feárs are éntertained 
by me, though not by Mr. Yesler, that some of the Indians lately gone to 
the reservation may return ; should they. attempt to do so, tliey "would be 
intercepted by this party. — , 

' . £ Mr. Denny has been ordered to move with. a party ‘of Grete an men n to 
Squaw Lake prairies, to be accómpanied by Mr. Yesler and two friendly 
Indians, as soon as Mr. Yesler reports his arrangements made.: ; 
‘ The information from head quarters: as to Capt. Dent/s movements; 
which reached me to day, had been anticipated as far as my force allowed, 
and two parties were operating—one on the Lake, and one “on the south 


-and east of it ;. and although no armed boats were on the Jake,’ still their 


place: was supplied with two canoes. Without any positive’ information, 
it seems to.me Capt. Dent found his Indians some urtera miles -up Cedar 
creek.. : i 

` Mr Yeslerhad informed me that old ‘ Dare,’ the Indian who brought 
to Seattle the three, children after the massacre at White river, was uf 
Cedar creek, aud it was suggested to Mr. Denny if his provisions Held out, 
to come down Cedar creek and try to seize him alive. I is probablé 
there were other families with him. , . 


m I am, very respectfally, “° vee, ; 
Burdeos. "Your most.obedient, ^ ., ^.: .' 
rer — Ha ias HM LANDER,: 
A peo ">. 55 *. Com’g. Post at Seattle 
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"ME ~- OFFICE ADIGTANT GENERAL, W; Ty E " 
a lun d Overs, May. 4th, 1856. = 
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Lieut. ‘Col LANDER, 
Com’g. Co. 2 "9d Regt, W. T. Volunteers; -~ 

Sis ;—Your letter dated 28th April and 2d May, is received. 
The Commander-in-chief, desires me to express to yourself and Com- 


pany “A,” his high: sense of your late valuable and arduous- scouting 
service. ` c 


ka 


With regard to that part of your letter of the 9d May, i in which you. 
state that citizens of Seattle desire that town to be garrisoned by a por- 
tion of Company “A,” I am instructed to reply : 

That in the opinion of the Commander-in-chief, the nayal force in the 
harbor, together with your company on the Duwamish, will afford sufficient 
protection, and Company “A” will be better and more usefully employed 
in garrisoning the post on the Dawamish, "e scouting, than it ‘wonld be 
at Seattle. 

Therefore you will communicate with the naval commander in the 
Bay, and endeavor to prevail upon that officer to keep up, the garrison 
ashore. ' = mn 

Assure the T oa that i in any means he may adopt to suppress 
the infamons traffic with his men ashore, he will be sustained by the Ex- 
ecutive of this Territory, and the power of the Government will be exer- 
ised to relieve’ ‘hun from any penalty he may incur from = civil process 
in the. matter i - á 
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x2 077 a 


E t7 5. Very respectfally, : Ses SES 
uu E :* Yonr obedient servant, ^ A RT 
m. n , (Signed) | i es JAMES TILTÓN, zs 
i - ' - Adjt; Gen. W.T: Volunteers: — 
E: order of the. Goverior and Commander in-Chief. ded um 
$ $ - 4 z 
> -4 B E i - 
ms » 7 2 F P uu. X H ve 2 
EL M cram E cur [PU A P 
x . - 5 3s i MEC T j det 5 
I . idt 4 ` H f » " * 3 Eon Es 
[No.. 295.] : 
: - ' Orrice ADJUTANT GRE WT v,,. A 
SUIS : OFT, June 9th, 1856.: E 
Lieut. ‘Denny, f | v d 


i Com'g. Co. “A,” 2d Reg’t. W. T. Voluáteors "m" TUE 
, Bm As. 800n as practicable after receiving these orders; you will 
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detail an officer and 8 men to hold the block-house above Seattle, < and 
march witli your company to Fort Hays, -thénce to assist in entting a road 
to pass certain ‘oxen over from Fort’ Hays to the Falls of the Snoqualmie, 

Report to this office the probable time of your departure, and make 


a scout upon your route, f (ee ERT x 
. . Very respectfallj,, ; "MU PES 
"e . Your most obedient, ? 77, 
as: e 5o i0, JAMESATIETON, 5 
| CUL AdPE Gem WoT, y. 


By order of the Governor and Conmander-n-ehief, W.T, V.” 


os uS Ass 


M 


.[No. 296] - "EE a ` l fe 
Fon LANDER, W. 7T, June 15 Pons 


Janes Tiron; Eso’ fp E ` ET HER 
„Adjutant General “Washington Territory : Poa : 
BEL = d have the honor to acknowledge t the receipt of your despatch, 
of the 9th inst, and ju answer would say, that I am utterly at- a loss to 
know how I can comply with the orders thereia contained, to the letter. 
If I attempt to make the trip to Fort Hays a scout, I am under the nec- 
essity of packing, eyery article requisite, withont the aid of animals through 
an unbroken forest, and under such. circumstances it would be impossible 
for me to-tell at what, time could reach the point.designated ; also the 
future well being 'of the Citizens, if not their very existence, "demands the 
presence of a greater force than your order designates, or than I could 
possibly leave here. There are now a few farmers endeavoring to raise 
produce for the future subsistence of the families in King county, and who 
are relying upon the presence of my command while so doing as a safe- 
guard, but if they are deprived of this, they must inevitably abandon all 
hope of success, as they will deem it unsafe to continue to work their farms 
ifI abandón thé occupation. of the lakes by my scouts, not even mentior 
ing their fears of hostilities from the Indians on the opposite side of the 
-Sound. er 
I earnestly. desire to execute all ones promptly and efficiently, and 
Lam sorry.to be compelled to.say, that by so doing;-in this instance, I 
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shalliprosirate the interests and put i in: jeopardy t the lives óf thb'citizens of: 
‘this section of the country. Se ine Peng ae 
S torin wl have the honorío be, . Lch ee io os ` 
KE Bet, og Your most obedient servant, *-' - n. A MEN. 
catt (Signed,) = qx pas or uA s DENNY; POr 
here annsa ep uc visl Lt, Con? , Co, AW: T Valupteons. 
- 1 , u^ qu 
ack SM wf : jT Ws 
E Bi 5 o" = ete ee p EE 
* his ss gy - Se 
>> LLL P à v 
[ No, 297. ] ` 


OFFICE ADIUTANT GENERAL, W. T. Vs 
> ÒLA, June 15th, 1855. 


5 Se — 03 wee 


Lieut. Denny, ~ 


Commanding Co. F1 Fort Laden: t l l - 


Sm :—Your letter of the 13th June, respecting your inability to 
comply with the orders sent to you, dated June 9, is received. 

In answer, I state your reasons for being unable to make tho march,- 
are considered satisfactory. You wil, therefore, make requisition upon 
the special agent for, Indians and canoes; amd come by water to Steila- 
coom, thence march out nine miles to Camp Monigonen, where je m 
receive supplies for your command, pa oi 

The representation of apt. Lander, that ‘forty mén could be spared, - 
“the fact of- phities of' from „three to‘five having traveled in safety the 
roitte from the falls. ofthe. Snoqualinie to’ Portcr’s praitie, and the reports“ 
off Mr. Yessler; that but six or.eiglit-Indians are still out enst.of Seattle,” 
are bufficient to-warrapt the leaving of the town'of Seattle to the protee-: 
tior.of..the naval sforees, ànd the few settlers to be guarded by a detach: 
ment. of Company: A, atid the regulars at Fort‘Thomas. - Upon'your rep. 
resetitation, this detachment may bé increased to twenty men, and the re- - 
naindér of -your company; commanded by yourself or Lieut. Neely; will 
niove ag.sóón-a&-possible, and proceed by.canoes, of any othér rapid mode 


of communication, to join the Ped now nearly à ít Montene. 


€ 


efy’s, Atay ee i 
*s Fe will probably oceupy- difteén dojs t to cut the road ut dios beitig ` 
. eiriplogéd. n; sttong working-party from each end. "Phe ro&d'is absolutely" 
ential tothe military- “operations: contehiplated; and ‘is a far of the' 
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plan: by ‘which the forces now en route across the Yakima- under Colonel 
Shaw, are to be supported or relieved. HEU AN 

"The success of the plan depends nipón the protapt compliance of al 
forces included in tht combination, and itis. hoped that ‘the. next report 
from you will Tepresent at least twenty men of. Company A, at Mont- 
gomery’s; where tools, ‘transportation and supplies for you are already 


concentrated. ` 
- Truly and respectfully your£, ” 
JAMES TILTON, 
MR T. -z -~ Apt Gen. W. T. V. 


By order of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 


as Eee 
Y 


' (No. 298.) : xa dee 
- . Fonr Lanper, W. F., Jané 19th, 1856.  ' 


E £2 


ju Tinton, En. M 

Adj't Gen. W, T. V., Olripias Uo xU; 
NOU coy oor Mespacth of June 16th is received, and I have, in reply, 
tosay that-I did, at the time. T last wrote; and de yet deem it unsafe to 
withdraw the forces from this post; not on account'of any considerable 
number of Indians now supposed tx be in. the country‘east of Seattle, but 
from, the fact that the Indians who, laid waste this section of the country 
are so'situafed that they can, in ene - night's time, reach and - occupy their 
old; hiding, places in, and-east of. the lakés, I have, moreover, good res. 
són to beliéye that.it is only owing te the presence of this command, and 
the close watch I have thus far been enabled to keep of all hg T that. 
hag prevented this, - ~ > vis 

I bad supposed you. were well aware of the fact, din. were iot to. 

exceed fifteen .men of the naval forces now garrisoning the town of- Se- 
attle, and, thatit was their settled policy, under no circumstances, to gend 
a forgminto the- interior. You mast also be aware of the fact ka owing 


a 


368 i 


` to the withdrawal cf nearly the whole of Captain Dents command from 
Fort Thomas, upon White river, their force is only sufficient for post duty. 
The, game; too, would prove ‘true in respect to the proposed detachment 
of Company A. 

: Jam, to say the least, — surprised at the opinion Pepresén- 
_€ed as expressed by Judge Lander. Dutitig the period of his command 
it was often publicly stated.by him that this company was expressly or- 
- ganized (by private understanding with the Goyernor and Commander-in- 
Chief) for'.the protection of this immediate neighborhood; and that, for 
this purpose, ag well-for guarding the he different avenues leading from the 
Sound to the interior, and thus preventing the transit of Indians to and 
from the reserves, its presenco here was absolutely indispensable, |. _ 

: I have’ to regret that, if under (these circumstances, -yoú deem it 
both safe and just to this section, to" withdraw the forces from the post; 
you could not leave mie the privilege of taking the shortest-ahd most 
practicable route:to the work you ~require.to be done: This, a glance at 
the topography of the country, would at once indicate to be by. water to 

^ Camp Thomas, thence by a march of a few miles to Fort Hays. 

I trust that. what I have said in this letter, will not be imputed to 
any improper-mofive, as I but express the views and feelings of the mass 
of -our eifizens-—thóse, too, who-have suffered perhaps more'than any in 
the Territory froi the ravages of tle Indians. , They are of course, nat- 
orally unwilling to be exposed to fresh outrages from the same or other 
savages, by the removal of the only force upon which they can rely for 
active operations outside of the town of Seatile. _ 


The policy of making. requisition upon. ihe Indion department: "here 
for the means of transportatiwh would certainly be injudicious, as the In- 
dians would thus be notified of the fact that our forces were about to be 


withdrawn. Bis 7 


Very respectfully, eS 
Your obedient servant, A a 
i (Signed,) - .^ - Q5 99 A. A. DENNY, 
LAE eer MEM 


' * Jst. Lieut. Com'g Co. A 
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Lieut.-Denny,- ° ,.: 
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“Brk 5— You are hereby ordered to’ turn over thézconimónd: of Co. A 


to the officer of that company nextin rank. ^ p -, '- E 


The reason of this order wilt bé found ins Dd: acatiüibg à obey the 
former orders sent you to send- a detachment! of - ‘Company A tó ‘Fort 
‘Hays, afterwards to Camp Montgomery, and thereby causing a “derange 
ment of the plans formed’ and. combinations made.by-the Codmmanderin- 
Chief ‘relative to the concentration of! a party destined, to open’ a commu- 


nication: essential to. certain military: movements, from Fort Hays to. the 
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4, Xou are héreby. relieved from. daty sin the volunteer service" imitil far: 


ther orders + ze AE x ae Mia E Xu qe os i 
dean: Disce TA eo Le ey E YA 
hé toe ^5 Qe? Your mogt obedientseryant,2o ^; 51i 
PI os a.ciufidi INDEED _JAMES: TILTON, sa Feta ne y 
| te EU Dts “Adjutant General WEN: j 
E order, of the Borea and Commanderin-Chief; ^ -5 7.5: 7. 
"ll. a uso Bee pe pus m E^ CONI et 
SE hae e URS da oS ug go toten 
j x r3. is SEP ete fogs gees 
qe UN SR og oe ELE E 
WM c MUNI c Uu 
ee Pe toS e: BS en ee. aed ls 
~ ty as ui 
~~ tol E "m : . 
[No. 3800] © ouo oro 
det. m y Ws OFFICE ADIUTANT Generar, W: T:Y., 
APR DES EX: Olympia, June Bm 1856. ie 


Lieut. D. A. NEELY, 


"nu 
d 


. 2G Lieut. Co. A, 24 Regt, W.T. V; ^ DE 
Sin:—You will assume command of Company A, vice ist Lieut. 
Denny, relieved from duty, and as soon as possible, detail twenty men 
with orders to report for duty ab Monítgomery's, there to meet a ‘party of 
Pioncers and other troops, who are concentrated there awaiting the arri- 
yal of the detachment from Co. A, to commence cutting ont a military 


= —n 94e 
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mad from: Fort, Hays to connect withthe road lately: cut ont: by:the:com- 
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mand of "Major Van, Bokkelen uon Fort Alden, at ie ‘Snoqualmie falls, "5 
to the. crossing; of Cedar creek. ` iy te aT Ba d : 
*, 9 Supplies, tools, pack animals eee regalito ato! ‘awaiting H 
the- ayal of the; deischmbntiot: men: from se a A, nt se ; 
"rs. v s LE LZ E ; 
"Tie e orders to proceed to Fort Haysare; arol “as ths reg- E 

slars are now in possesion of that:post, and the.volunteer forces haye-no à 
sapplies there. BOP S i eat er PES LT x 
. ; Haley: wil furnish transportation if you come by water, oo Tet M 
uu s t A "S m 

— E wW By . Yours, respéctfully, ~ fou Boyt Fora 5. 

Xo. o mw Vo 5. JAMES TIDTON, ^0 Thes th ‘ 
Pare. MY eg NO a * - = Afutant Gereral WE Vo LÀ T 
Hm By. order of . tlie Governor and Commandét-in-Chief. ` Wt Wi es ui mE 
E eae Yas ue! ded Re ee ate tae, XOU Ae i 
pama Iur a Mu PUE a a a a i 
a 6 depu ule See duy TQ" Aso Ao Sp Ne e ee X 
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The following Letter and3Resolutions, mailed, at: Seattle, on the "m 3 
dey: of, daly 1856,..were,received . at the, Executive Office "at 11:4. x, a. 
A Ca f i 

oh the 93a ‘day of aly :- Se es" EN " T do har Pee ee low F k 


a EI. ydus 


5r can iret ^N : E Ia ve Fata epg a qal 
is x dore e ek nte ladi ^u ui - « PEDES PH rae er pon - p 
5s : 25. 8 BO EME cale eta : 
Ru m UA XP I Lx M m ASA 
at prd £5, 985 E A SI paces E Vu dua yr fa oS rps ate i 
i 


gest irauuttcs ;. Fonp annen; 28th June; -1856. ` E 


“Fh SAT ia. £a T BE li NE " vy s SEF ^. us E 5 £ Sark perk ° 
Hig ‘Excellency, Inl “STEVENS; ; 5o Ae OE rs gu tuia gam? oes 
‘ : Goy. and Commandor-ii-hief : tard 5n 6) deel ” 


4s Buceo ; this "eficloéed] you find à set of, résolitions'to Which are 

shadede sigantayes ót this entire compariy—the origin'a hd isteition a 

dwhich are as follows : Atria : 
On 9th June, the Adjutant-Général issuéd: ordéts to Litt} Denny, , g 

Company A, to detail eight men:to-tiold the bfock-house-whove Seattle, 

wd io march'his company to Fort Hayssthere to‘perfotm Certain duties, s 
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Lieut; :Detiny, »for reasons given ‘in his hote of the -13th- June," ewaited 
further iüstructions. ‘The Adjutant :Geheral, in his. order béarihg. dats 
- 16th June, says : “Your reasons are satisfactory.” ' Y owwill, therefore, 
proceed to, etc. "— giving orders which átonce show à lutüentablg, hot to 
say criminal degree of ignorance with regard to -the country and ‘its vari. 
ous avenues of communication over which he was moving men and mate 
rial of war evéry day. Lieut. Denny, seeing that-le was certainly i in the 
dark, asked-leave to take the most direct and : egsiest-route to the point 
desigaated as the rendezvous; whereupon, the/Adjatant General isshed 
order bearing date df 24th duc. in which he says “ You Will turn over 
the command of Company A to Lieut, Neely, and await farther orders) 
which order he obeyed; miich tothe dissatisfaction of the company. The 
order, wasread to the company on parade, ‘and the command resigned to 
the officer designated ~ Immediately’ after which, the:company held s 
meeting, and adopted the enclosed resolutions. In the proceedings had 
‘in this matter, we have intended to do nothing more nor less than they 
~ show on their.face. To give a full, free and decided expression of our 
opinion and feelings on the subject, | ~~- . 
With sentiments of due respect, 
= COMPANY “A.” 
W. T. Volunteers. ', 


r 
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The undersigned members ‘of Co. A, Washington Territory volun- 
teers, do, by the following resolutions, a their undivided sentiment 


s , 


ne ‘regard to the ‘inatter heteiri alluded to : DX ae 


-Kesblved, That wéiüdividually, and as a we do fully erdo 
and approve of the course pursued by Lieut. Denny; of.Company Ai, in 
his recent. correspondence with the Adjutant General in regard to_certain 
orders. by him issued. 

Resolved, That we know Lieut. Denny to be an able and efficient 
officer, and that we have full confidence in him as a commander, 
Résolved,.. That we do not approve of the course of the Commander 
in-chief in suspending Lieut. Denny from hiscommand. But on the cot 
trary, consider it an act of DR and aw fusa to the company, Wholly 
unjustifiablé and uricalled-for; vzr, 2 Lo 2. 
. “Resolved, "That; in- justice iw Liowt, ie and. to this company, the 
E Commander in-Chief should. reinstate: Lieut; Denny, in his command ir 
pom rok Arie iis 
` For Laxnper, Jung 28th, isse. Pigo day Chun ge pont 
2^. D. Ha Neely; 94 Lüeftengotz : ^ Dui Ay i 
Wed c “H.A Smith, Rurgeon:: . PI EM A ta diger. AM 
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^ John. Henning, let Sergeant,- Se E 


a x 26 D.. ‘Biven, 2d- 7 " | c2 4, Moe we quie 
iso sd, Ross, 3d iu Pur vp Mna p a 

ote. a z Jacob Wibbins, 4th | C MENS 

b du - „James Fieldin, Ist AS g. d Rr te mu e 

duos ae "Walter Graham, 2d“ E v" um 

aia tk —- Dayid Mamner, 8d. “se 6, n o - 


gg mU Fowler, athe- *. 
isanne E oe : 7 t 


_ Privarza i., ee 


| John. Philips Mi B: Maple William. Woodbridge, Salomon, Brunn, 
Charles. Miller, James Broad, Henry "Williams, B. .W. Johns, J.. John. 
Moss; Ira; B. Burlingame, James Morrison, John Haney, C. C. Thomp-, 
gu, A. „Hargrave, Robt. Hicks, Alonzo Russell, , Samuel Bechtelhei-. 
mer, Joseph Lake, Peter Lauderville, Dayid Stanley; Robert H. Beatty, 
Henry Van Assett, B. L. Johns, W. H. Gilliam, W. W. Ward, William | 
F. Johns, William H. Brown, E. A..Clarke, Lemuel J. Holgate, A. G. 
kerty, € vo: Bouker, W..P. Smith, S. A. Maple. 


4 

Dee 
é 
5 


] y Dm t pa a 
PES Fa * à - 9 ^ y” RC Aah 


[No. 802.] 


„Orpon Avsorant Genera, W, T. V, d 
Olympia, July 2th, 1856, -fj ~ 


Lieut, Col. Frranven, 
Aid, &e., to Commander-in-Chief : 


Sm :—Enclosed you have certain resolutions, dated de “Lander, 
June 28th; 1856 ^ 
You will show these resolutions to the company, and reqnest the 
signers to either repudiate or modify them in such a-manner as to relieve. 
themselyea. from the position-ef disobedience - to the orders which these 
molutions condemn. , 

"You will represent i to the eómpany that the resolution „disapproving 
ihe course of the “Conimandgr'in-Chief, and considering ' it an “act of. 
Aios, + and wholly uncalled for,’ » ‘places the company, in an attitude of 
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968 . 
insubordination which will necessarily: preclude: the possibility of their bẹ 
‘ing honorably discharged from the ‘service until they, -by their own act, 

occupy different ground from that of justifying. disobedience to orders, 

There is nothing objectionable or improper'in Compay A requesting 
the re-instatement of Lieut. Denny; ‘and E Tequest , to that ~ effect would 
be.properly considered, but by endorsing and sustaining ‘that, officer in his 
refusal to obey orders, they participate in^a state of ` indiscipline and in- 
subordmation which is destructive to efficiency, aña injariouk to ¢ ‘the repu- 
tation of the volunteer service EW. T 7 ^ 

In the-hope that the intelligent ; and gallant men of, Company A will 
see the matter in the "true light, and: by: their act in rescinding 3 "those ute 
military aud insubordinate resolutions, will place- them upónt the’ ‘Same foc: 
ing i a8 ‘the rest of the’ regiment, and'so énable the ‘Gonitmander-in-Chief’ “th 
report n8 ‘efficient and useful. the hole “body « of troops raised: “from the 


citizen’ soldiery of ‘Washington: Yertitory,- " - oe Vu SEEN 
"lt de "T have ‘the honor to be, * " Sol eh eig: ce Bee 

tg * ^ , * a REPES Pow t S 4 
foa. (Hd ul CGU respectfully, &c., E sycuonmy Bee sss 


20039 ty Pay. "TILTÓN: PEN 
Adjutant General W. T. V. 
By order of the Governor and Commander-in-Chicf. ' 
N. B.—Of the paper signed “ Company A,” which accompanied 
the resolutions, T return it without comment: it being anonymous. 
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His Excellency I. I. Sisina, udo Bean ToS IES Ri 
L 7X cs ii Gov, and Cominander-in-Chief Wy TY. ; Olympia: 


E . Sır :—In pursuance. of your orders, I arrived at this Hace yesterday 
evening, and l proceeded to disband, Company A under the instructions con 
tained i in gaid orders. .. I sent, to. cuu. ‘for MES “Neely, Mr. Ward, and 
others of the most intelligent of the’ company, and explained very fully, 


ae 
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and at.great length, the position the company now occupied, your-views 
and;wishes and requested them to talk to the different members of Com- 
pany A, and’ request thénr to withdraw those offensive  * * 
resolutions, m : 

Í believe that I succeeded with some six or eight * Xo * 
but could do nothing , with the balance. After. a great . deal of talking 
with a great number of thém privately, I requested Mr „Neely to muster 
his company before «Mr. Yéssler °s door, where they: were enlístcd—mnde a 
full and: lengthy explanation to them in a hody—tola- them that they had 
placéd - Ahemiélves in y false position—that they were the only company ia 
the service that had ‘disobeyed - orders, &ci, &G.- "I said’ all that a man 
couldsay—told-them of your kind feelings - towards them—begged. -theni 
to rescind those resolutions, and give the lio to Gen, Wools statement, 
that’ “the volüntéers -were inefficient atid disobedient,- de.” « Imiade a 
strong ‘appeal tò them privately aid in a body, - ~ Some seemed willing to 
be actuated by a proper motive; but when the commaiid was given-“all 
who' wish to rescind those’ resoldtións, step. forward,”-no one stepped from 
the ranks. It seems that a false sense of shavie Yesttained them. — ^ =" 

I told them. that’ my ‘duty wasat an end; and that I could do nothing 
more. "They still stood in their ranks, and I had a discussion with a Mr. 


R^ 


‘Smith... ok * * CE - * * 
— kx * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * ož 


° 
Stil they persisted in their original intention, and T then knew that 
nothing more could be done, ga dropped m subject, 


* * % * 
* 2° * * * * 
* * * * * + 
* JK * * * | 
T have the honor to be, a 
Very respectfully, &e., 
(Signed) — E. €. FITZHUGH, . 
"n ] 4 dv Aid, &c. 
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[No. 804.] i 
DM E QM EE Bruson Bay, W: By 
Go o a -.* .. October 8th, 1856. . 


Gor. Isaac I. Sevens, s 
Commander-in-Chief Volunteer Forces: 


_ Sm:—À short time since, Y received the muster ‘roll: of Company A, 
unattended by any communication.” At that/time, I was under the im- 
pression. that it had been forwarded to me'by Lieut. Neely, ‘and wrote 
him a polite note—a copy:of. which I forwarded to Gen, Tilton, y which he 
will show. - Enclosed, xm will receive his reply to mg same, an exact copy 
of which I send., i 

.« You will perceive that he. puts himself. ont, of the way. to renew his 
gratuitous’ insult to Gen. Tilton, by referring io the anonymous letter, 
signed “ Company A.” 

I have enclosed his letter to him without any riaka Tie muster 
roll is um subject to your orders. . f 
I remain, very respectfully, &c.,: "7. 
(Signed) i : ' E. €. FITZHUGH, 
x i Aid, &c. 


[No 305] 
t Brruwamax Bay, W. T, >] 
i sal 22, 1856. 


Lieut. D. A. Neety, - oP ss a 
Seattle : : 

Sm ;—The muster roll of Company A, formerly commanded by you, 
has been enclosed to me at this place. As there is no communication with 
it of any kind or description, I am forced to conclude that it was sent to 
me by you; for the purpose of having it certified to, in- order tomeke' 
the discharge of Company A legal, and of some effect. I have to say, 


— 


wA 


ihst-my orders now are the same as they were when I. read them to you 
at Seattld some time since, ~ 

Those of your company, who have taken, their names from those. fa- 
mous resolations, addressed to the Commander-in-Chief of the yolunteer 
forces are entitled to an honorable discharge, and it will give me pleasuro 
to certify to such fact. ‘Those who have not done so, are not entitled to 
guch discharge, and I can’t give it. --I hope, however, npon mature con- 
sideration, you all have determined to rescind those resolutions, and a line 
from you to that effect, will accomplish the purpose at once. I will then 
immediately certify your muster roll and send it to head quarters, td Be 
put on file. Without this is done, I am powerless to do what I presume 
you wish to be done. Be so good as to write me by return mail, and I 
will then. either enclose the muster roll to you or Gen. Tilton, 


"Truly and respectfully, 
& * Your most-obedient, oe Ok e 
(Signed, ) E. C. FITZHUGH, 
i | Aid, &c. 
[ No. 306. ] 
i ' : Fort me W W. T, | 
m . October Ist,-1856. $- 
Col. Fraaven; ° coe 


: -2d Reg't. W. T. V.: 
P fm: —Your letter of Sept. the 22d, eame to hand. You say you 
‘have obtained a master roll of Company A, and you appear to be at a 
loss as there was no communication from me with it, It was not sent to 
you -by me, and it might be an imposition- on you or Company A, and 
-you can make yourself easy by sending it as neartits Begper -OWNET 88 pos- 
sible. ` 


1 


I wish you to bear in mind the letter that was pent to General Til- 


ton, and signed one A. . 
D. A. NEELY, 


l ee dh. oc Commanding Co. A. 
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"l Note—The letter reférred:to isthe‘one wluch atcompanied tlie rez 
olotions, and which, previous to this endorsement*by Lieut «Neély, -the 
‘commanding -offiter of “Company A, liad been considered anonymous. 

Iu virttie,- ‘however, 'of"tlíi$ endorsement, it Became a part &nd:pareel 
of the same transaction with thé-resolution& ^ +++ AE Thin 5 
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[No 305] .» oiu te h Dasto gratia 
Troian, W. T "Nov, "13th, 1855, 
^S. * « De E 
„Acting: oyern sœ: H « Mason, $0 AH 
o. dà 
_ a? n Olympia, W T: 


Smt—I have deemed it my duty tọ keep a diligent watch in this 
portion of the Territory Yesterday a party of Scouts, under charge of 
2d Lient. Roundtree, were out up the Newacum five or six miles east of 
my place and east of the meridian line, where they found a considerable 
Indian trail, along which from six-to seven horses had traveled that morn- 
ing in the direction of the Klickitat country, or Upper Cowlitz, (none of 
our Indians had passed that way.) Just before finding said trail Lieut. 
Roundtree met a Klickatat Indian who said there was uo trail im that di- 
rection, and seemed to be anxious that the party should proceed no for- 
ther. eR be 

> I have, also,’ sent & party up. ‘the Cowlitz to the Klickatat prairie, to 
bring away two'of my éompany who reside there, and also, to take obser- 
vation..—I have also, stationed a party on the trail south of the Cowlitz 
river, leading from Klickatat to Lewis river pass. . Tir e Tem 

F shall keep parties out on these” trails bvery-dd day b. should have 
mentioned" ‘above, that the’ iai found" by Heat: Roniitreé Pas ‘iéen i im 
` proved hy Indians within the las? three months by blazing andl eutting 
"logs and brásh£ónt-c of ‘thie way, 9 o thing whieh you are awiire "théy : seldom 
` dó, and this iur ove trail lias not bëen Known to any offas “Before.” 

' « “Frorewith | Mera you the muster “roll of my coinpany, thé NS 
.fownty Ra ngers. ^ . . 
NES. am, vary" Téspecifulty, SEMEN 


* - 


. EE Your obedient servant, ~ : * a 
0 NUT . _ | JOHN R. JACKSON, | 
ee a | Captain, : 

* t un ~ . 


BTI 


3 
V 4 
< : : ARDET? 


E S EAE E S CETS 
i sata m a 
ponh aai : Orrice, A DJUTANT ‘GENERAL, Wer 
Lad 1 cq d T > . Olympia, apil d 1 


x Y » x 
aba ria bu uw t f 7A oed $ t tu 


a uy 


Lieut. Col. Cnosniz, 1 : BE 


E -- + -Aid tothe Governor: ‘and. Commandér-in-Chief z, : k? 


^c BR You will proceed to Lewis “county, and organize ‘compas of 
"voluiteérs; diréct them to erect two ‘or more block houses, and ráüge tlie 
conntry in thé vicinity of Lewis river-pass;-and &sewhere ‘ when;reqüiféd, 
after Teaving sufüiciént-gartisons ab the block houses, - “6 P ot 
‘u The ‘object’of the ‘tanging to bem tainly for the due protection òf 
such -of the farmers as may propose remaining upon their ‘claifns, or’ are 
sputting ih. a crop, &nd-making scouts to the ‘Klickatat’ prairie, and, heads 
-of the Cowlitz and!Léwié-rivers)&c , &c.. The block hose should. be at 
» the Cowlitz Landing; another.at the forks of the.Cowlitz .' .-.: 7 
' Cénfer with! Capt. John R. Jackson relative ta: strengthehing : his 
ee to answer as a, block hone. Ao 
:^ Report to this office:as frequently:as possible, and, if necessary, or- 
ganize two companiés; one, from; the Cowlitz Farms, and the ofher-to ren- 
:dezvous either at:the Landing or at-Highland post-offipe, s -=$ 
: „vy Eixamine-into the-condition of thë “Indians at -Plomandav’s’ reserva- 
tion, and if they are found to obtain liquor from any soure, take any 
measures you may choose to abate this, most dangerous practices: np 
modu ost UL ua VaR repel AL cnr ud 
; E JÀMES, TILTON, + E 
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“Adjt General Jawgs Tuton,~ “yi > 80, pm loco om A 
AR Washington Territory. Volunteers, Olympia : TE 
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Sir i—Agrecably to instructions, I hayé this day’ orgatiized ühd mus- 


twm 


-874 


“tered into the {service of the] Territory of Washington ü. company of 
volunteers in Lewis county. E 
The company is at present 67 strong, and will most probably be in- 
creased to eighty. I forward herewith the names of the officers and pri 
vates. * f gy. E 
I request that blank muster rolls bé sent'hy the express. Much dis. 
satisfaction . has existed i in this coanty, both amongst the Canadian settlers 
, and, the Americans. : That of the. Canadians has b been. removed by bestow- 
ing üpon the Lieutennáits ‘of the company Ander command, of. Captain 
Peers, their commissions, and informing thein that if had been recognized, 
‘and the discharges of thé men as- -proof of pend venti he one at 
as early a day as practicable. -_ = 
: “i desire that they "bé sent me eee That of -the namau 
i still exists, owing to the negligente of Capt, J: R. Jackson. All of the 
men attached to his company furnished, not only their.horses and equip 
ments, bnt even "their own supplies, - for which no. Siswane lias pepr 
made. +- ttl 

-I have directed the late 1st Lieutenant Tokid Barton, m adres 
you on the.subject, so that a remedy may be.applied. 

There should be an assistait quartermaster at this: ‘place. I recoin 
mend C. €. Pagett be‘appointed as a with the rank. aud ‘emoluments 
of a Captain of eavalry,: © ~ 7. 

I also recommend the appoititment of Dr. U. G. Warbass as an as- 
sistant surgeon. It is absolutely necessary that: there should be one at- 
tached to the company, a8 itis my intention to order the company imme 
diately on the completion of the block houses to make a scouf on the 
Klickatat prairie, and in the neighborhood of the Lewis river pass. 

I shall enclose the large house at this place heretofore used as a tav- 
ern, with pickets ten and twelve feet-high, with bastions at diagonal cor- 
ners. It will serve as a depot for quartermaster’s stores, and also afford, 
in case of an emergency, protection for the families of the neighborhood. 


There is no necessity for a block house at the forks of the Cowlitz, 
inasmuch as the settlers are already building one at Caghill's, four miles 
below. Where else it may be requisite to evi block ee I have 
not as yet determined. 

Ishall [ Lt: i; Andorson, the First Lient. of the Lewis m 
Rangers, with «anjonder on the quartermaster at Vanconver for supplies, 
more particularly neis : 

There is a great scarcity of muskets and percussion cáps. . I; brought 
over a small package; but on counting, there was but 168.: MS 

. 1 It would be well to send by the express.2,500. 
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and bridging the Cowlitz trail,- 
- I request that the commissions for the officers-of the company d. 


ately. . ; DE ` 
"n . - Very respectfally, ` do LN EE 
HIA | Your’obedient servant, NE : 
` A ad ' HENRY R: CROSBIE; e» 
RES i : Lt. qok am Aid-de-Camp. ` 
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- t PX t 
È ^ = A Aog - 2° 
r o> 3c : Ya S ABT day : aa 
f - m E Š xS a 23 
P » ; n H“ - EN e m ra " : 
t x me 1 un S A` ~ k lis 
uh " H š ^n Y ^ 
3 f Ey, A ra ^ m 35 
Tog PN f S » Ep u b : E Ye 
213 f $ pe - : n EN Ve E i "T x. ere 
No. 80] - Ron hos Bas 
iv. wt. SOE  Exzcitree TUE SK aient Terron 
c* ant i} pa w , ! ^ t i . Olympia, iod 5th, Je 


* a3 iba 


o 
^ aw D - 24 wee at 


lih. ‘Col. poe 5 : o EN 
AC Aid-de-Camp, &c. j Cowlitz Landing : 5 
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, Sm »2-Suppliés and transportation fo tbe company tained in Lewis 
county will be furnished. by:Col.. Hurd, quartermaster and commissary. 
He has, under the Quartermaster and Commissary General, general charge 
of the purchasing a aud forwarding of supplies from the Cowlitz to Olym- 
pia, and it.is.indispensablé that, in supplying the Lewis county company, 
‘there be. no interferenae with his operations which will be accomplished - 
‘by | his being the quartermaster and commissary for that region. 
Capt. Hurd will see you, and receive from you the necéssary instrac- 
tions as to the supplies required for the Lewis scounty UE 


A — Very fespectfully, ` 2 ^ 
à . Your obedient servant, ^^  « ! 
x -(Signed)) ` - ISAAC I. STEY ENS, 
; Gov. and Commander-in-Chiet, 
* REC 
d * & 


“On Monday, I shall endeayor to make an arrangement for improving / 


also those ‘of assistant a a and gurgeon, De forwanied Ammedi- . 
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W. T. V, Olympia; | .;. : 
Sır :—-I have got out the timber for the pickets ad bastions of the 
fort at this plage, Ltrust,- bye -active exertions, to complete it withins 


oe i 


week. : B 

* lshall build a ferty boat "t the €—— the Cowlitz T and 
perhaps another at the forks, in which case, I shall strengthen Gardner 
house and garrison it with five men. 

I have deemed it better than opening, and bridging the trail on this 
side. -There is a traveled wagon road from the Landing to the forks. If, 
would cost much less, be quicker done, and the route is the shorter. Ma 
ny of the Cowlitz Indians, much to the dissatisfaction of the whites, haye 

‘been in the habit of wandering off from the reservation, giving as'an ex. 
cuse when met on the road, that they were out looking after their horses 
left at the Klickatat prairie. I therefore dispatched Lieut. Balisti, Lewis 
‘county Rangers, with five men, to make a scout in that direction, and to 
bring in the Indian horses. He will most probably return to‘morrow. 

.. f Ewould càll the attention of: the: Governor, and Commander-in-Chief 
to the fact'of’ the iübabitants of Rainier forbidding the express Canoes to 
visit that town with an Indian on board. As it is, almost impossible to 
obtain whites to work the canoes, it is much to be apprehénded that gredt 
ingonvenience, pethaps diffictlty, mày be occasioned by inconsiderateness 
i... Very little relianceis to bè placed on the Cowlitz band. ~-An ill-timed 
act of violence might be: productive:of! tte" most serioüs:consétjüences.' 
fupe Ger ait yery “respectfully; ^ ^— ii b uS oto 

uy La rli Li. "d ld + Your. obedient servant, : Pa ee 49 07 hs b 
iT Qn a "oie, sHENRY.R, ‘OROSBIEy o oe 
19b gee Ca at Votre -Lieüt. Col, and: Ait-Ge-Canip. a 
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$9 f. June 2d, 1856. 
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' . Gov. IT. Stevens, P i 
os Com.-in-Chief W., T. Volunteers, Olympi: i * 
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FM m EF men rand mysdf. have gone oh a scouting party, 


to the Klickitat penne, : 
. Weare cutting a road from. ^ Pain Court, "a setileniont east of J. 
Re Jackson's; dnd will finish it in another week. 
There is a trail from Jackson’s counecting with. it; also, a wagon- 
road fram Cowlitz river. , Itwill be much shorter than the old trail. 


| o. ED. WARBASS >o o 
E T E `. Captain Company L, W. T. V. 
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` [No. 313.] 
Execunve Orrick, WASHINGTON TERRITORY, 
Olympia, May 21st., 1856. 
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pras Col. S, S. Foro, à 
Aid-de-Camp, &c.: 


Sm :— " 
* i * i * * 
* * * E 

ox Pw E e Ner ccm TUN 


1. Divide Capt. Warbass' company into an active and reserved list. 
The active list to consist of forty men to be selected from those not hav- 
ing families,.to be constantly engaged in, scouting the country. ‘It will 
require one Lieutenant, two Sergeants, and two Corporals. ‘The. number 
may be got by calling for volunteers. 
2. The reserved list to be employed only in case of an emergency. ~ 
They will'assemble at the'callof the Captain. ."Phey.will.liave neither — . 
pay nor rations; except when on duty. ^ Phe Captain will see that a carc- 
ful’ record is kept ofthe details for duty of his. company, He should 
siate exactly how many-days a member has, been on. duty+-how many. 
days he has been on his farm, or attending to his own business. . 


| % 8, "Themen on the reserved list will be provided with ammunition : 


jon they will be Soper v: be on any: : 
eroe a ampio, * xt & 4. "ues m 


and cape, and should assemble? for inspection once a-week. "The day of c - 


aves rete o e 
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-£ You will see personally to this matter, and report to me the 
names of the men on the active and-on the reserved list, . You wir give 


- orders to the commissary to furnish rations only to tlie men on daty. e~ 


- 5. You will start Pierre Charles ô on &/scoüt as soon as possible. 

6. The guns will be returned to Plomaridedu. _ The locks wit be 
teken off and plated in chargé of’ Captain Warbass, =- ++.: 

7. The two prone hind better be taken by you-'to the Chehalis : 
for g period. . R : 

8. Itis indispensable that cordial relatións should exist- between the 
citizens and the Indian and military authorities to preyent trouble, and 
perhaps an outbreak of the Indians. 

9. There should be.defences at Jackson’s, at the earliest practicable 
period. ^ 

I am, very respectfully, 
"Your most obedient, 
ISAAC I. STEVENS, 
Gov. and Commander-in-Chief 


at a 


[No 3144] ^. A 
Onzmaus, W. T, - } 
May 26, 1856. 
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Gor. “Isaac 1: Brevis, pov S IUPE E. qo a 
7 P ` Commander-in-Chief Volunteer Forces : "nei, T 
Sr:—" - p RSG CE o x p 
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‘Capt. Pierre Charles started. on a scout on Tuesday. last, witli ten In: 
dians, intending to go to where the trails diverge from. the. lead waters 
of the Cowlitz towards the Columbia, Yakima.and Nesqually rivers, but; 
on.reaching the Klickatat pruirie,'they. discovered one camip’ of: ‘Indians, 
seven in. number. 'One.of Capt. P/s men: approached, knew them, and: 
explained to them the-object-of the visit to,that place... He replied: that 
they had. come down from the mountains to find their’ people's and friends 

and were glad to find them.:, They readily complied: with the » request of tof 
Capt. P., and he brought them down. They were rather hard looking fe^ 


1 
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dows, and had never seen white men before. Pierre Charles will start 
this morning for the upper Cowlitz with a scouting party. — 

T have also ordered Capt. Warbass immediately to open the trail to 
‘the Klickatat prairie, and push forward the men and supplies, and con- 
struct a block house without delay, and also to -send a sufficient number 
of nion to speedily 'eóniplete the defences at Jackson's. ii 

In regard fo Capt. “Warbass’ company; I at once pursued the course 
indiested by “yon of dividing the “Company into on aétive and reserved 


what is wanted. Every 1 man remained in the company, excepting three. 
two lists. . c 
I do'not apprehend any more trouble asatar, I ionin tó 
impress upon them the great necessity of being united at this time.’ : 
ars : ;Very respectfully, * 
bo ogna L -Your most obedient, = 
(Signed, )« JE LE : && FORD, ^ ^ 
z Lieut Col. and Aid-de-Camp: 


vei \ 


[No $15]: 5 i : 
Cowur2 LANDING, | 
. dune 30th, 1856. 
Jaunes Turos, ~’ a x 
“> Adjutant General Ww. T MS A M y 
"Siri VETE * Tam 


now finishing the block house on the Klickitat prairie, and will, with a 
little Jéisare, send you some topographical ideas’ relative to ‘the a 
east of the, Cowlitz. ^ v 

*-2 y wilbbe ready for any emergency ‘in ‘regard to the enemy, although 
we are ill provided with the” requisites for a forced march in consequence 
SE the quartermaster not furnishing sugar, s and steel iron for shoes 
‘for the company horses. ~ 

s . Respectfully y yours, &c., 

i ae’ E. D. WARBASS, 
mr M Captain Commanding Co, L, W. T. V. 


lish, and -it took ddmirably. Well | Anaetive cnd. reserved list is just — 


—two of these tóok a dishonorable discharge. `I enclose: herewith the 


wo 
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[No.316] © - + ’ TAPA E 
. E UE ront mre duy 1ith, 1856- ~ 
Gov. Y. I. STEVENS, ‘ St ee oe "m 
- Commander-in-Chief : : rr We ? 


Sir :—On yesterday T returned from: a —! up the Cowlitz river, 
with a party of friendly Indians from Mr. Plomondegu's reservation, 

I proceeded, on the first of. this month to the. Olickatat - prairie, and 
thence to Tum, Water, about twenty miles above the’ prairie; "end; was ui: 
able to find any traces of hostile Indians, ^. ' - 

At Tom Water I found | only one old 1 man, an "old x woman ; aad’ a boy. 
Al the Indians I had with me proved themselves very good men, and 
readily obeyed any commands I gave them. -If yon have any other: busi- 
ness you wish me to attend to, ‘hope you will write and inform what it is. 

I wish to know, that if I am sent out again, how I am to get arms 
for my Indians, as I had some difficulty in getting arms for them on my 
last trip. Capt. Warbass only furnished me with „two, and was obliged 
to furpish the others myself. . 

Very respectfully, &c., 
PIERCH ALL, 


[No 311.] 
Exscotive Orricz, Terrtrory WASHINGTON, 
Olympia, Oct. 14th, 1855. ` 


To the CoswaxprNe OFFICER, 
Clarke County Volunteers : i E 
Sm:—The company of volunteers of which you are the commanding 
officer, are directed by the proclamation to report to the commanding ofi- 
‘cer of the military post at Fort Vancouver. | - ae 
"The system of enrollment- which has heen adopted bie and. which 
you are desired to adopt, is “for three months, or during the, war,” . 
Arms, emmunition, accoutrements, supplies, &c., will, as far | 8s pos 
sible, be furujshed by the commanding officer at the military posi. : 
Transportation aud subsistence Will “be supplied yi the U. UM "e 
iermaster and Commissary.. . "LS 0n - 
Very respectfully, » ... ~ Dd : 
sooo + s, ++" Your obedient servant, 
res A i , C. H. MASON, 
UU "7 Acting-Governor, W. T. 
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[ No;218..]. P EN ; DX x (ae 
Heap Quarters, Co. A, Vancouver VoluNvEERS Y ^ 
TIL E ; October koth, 1855. 
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To His Excellency, T H, Mason, n LI MEE 
Gp a Acting-Governor W. T.: 

SIR :—À. company of fifty men, citizens of Vancouverand its vicin: 
ity organized at this place on the evening of the 12th inst. . The company 
elected. their Captain, 1st and 2d -Licatenants,.leaving the appointment 
of. non-commissioned officers with the Captain. On'the 13th, the com: 
pany was armed and ‘equipped from the military- store at Vancouver, and 


ies rounds of. ball cartridges issued to eadh man: S" 
‘The officers elected are— £ ` Ew iS a 
-) vo uWiliasm Kelly, Captain: 9 : "7 t ; : * d 
IS CS Patrick Aken, ‘Ist Lieüténant. Bn EV 
Geo W. Martin, 2d Yüentehant. ^^ ' dts, Y 


-The arms recéived were fifty v. S. pecan rarka ind bayonets 
aid 25 cavalry pistols. * T nos RES : 

The company was organized for home defined the citizons deeming 
the magazines, arms, and: milifary stores, and the removal of the troops 
from, this post, a ‘sufficient de for Indians to make £^ attack on 
the place.” ' : 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM KELLY, 
. Capt. Vaneouver Volunteers. 


i ji 1 
[ No. 319..] gt , EC C | 
. o^ 7.7 SuxecurvE Orrice, WASHINGTON eem] 
: Orvuri, Oct. 20, 1855 
Wa. Kr, Esq. c) a t IRE 
a '.'.. Vaneourer, W. T.: FE. 


>: Sig iI received by yesterd&y's moil of. Oct. 1th, & letter enclosing 


a copy of a recommendation of certain gentlemen of Vancouver in -your 
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favor, and of October 15th, informing me that a volunteer company hod ' 
been formed at Vanéeayerfor home defence, - 

+ On the receipt of the requisition of Major Raines, piodsustion was 
made for two companies of volunteers, one to be enrolled at Vancouver, 
and the other at Olympia, both being” intended to take the field. The 
company here bas been enrolled, and started to-day for Fort Steilacoom 
te co-operate.with the regular troops moving from there.’ s ' «^: ^ 
~~ When information. was received yesterday that' Major Haller had re- 
turned to the Dalles, it was determined to make Á call upon cortaih coun: 
ties, Clarké among.the number, for more . companies not to take the field, 
except. npon emergency, but simply to organize for home defence, «~~ . 

T am ready to accept the service. tendered: ‘The term.of enlistment 
which has been adopted here, has been “‘for three months, or during the 
war.” I will suggest that you raise, if, possible, the number of your com- 
pany to the standard mentioned in the proclamation, have them regularly 
ente and transmit a copy of the muster roll to this'office. * 

^ Whenever: they are’ organized, and ' ready to _ co-operate, with the 
troops of the United States, arms, ammunition, transportation, &e., will 
at.once: 2 furnished, by:the quartermaster at Fort Vancouver. s 

^07 5.2 4.8 . Yours, patel ee ae e 


E i a de d i 2d . 0 H, MASON; ` 
? A Goreuce W, E : 
T z 2 - 5 
$ 
T No-820.] 


"Orricz ADJUTANT GENERAL, W. T. V, . 
Orxuria, Nov 10th, 1855. 

Capt. MeConxre, - g Í 

Com’g Company G, W. T. V.: - dup ee 

¢ Sr :—Herewith you: will receiye-your commission and that of your 

offers. ,."" ; 

You will take the enclosed form of military oath, and cause the same 

to be administered to all the officers, non-commissioned ‘officers, and pri- 

vates of your company, as none will bé' réceived in thé service who do . 


ot comply with thig Re requirement; mes T" bé taken -before any 
magistrate... - ; M p. Meno jg 


M : 3898 


'; Your duty will be to guard the conntry west of the Lewis river 
pass ofthe Cascade mountains, and intercept communication between the 
hostile Indians and those-who may be friendly or ‘waivering,- .< ^os 
Any suspected savages you .will send bound to-Fort. Vancouver, and 
endeavor to ‘prevent’ any acts which may have a tendency to cnitse any 
savages who-tnüy be friendly from joining the ENEMY. es ee six. eiuf 


"Report your movements, and all information Pu may obtain to this 
office as fréqüently as possible.’ l - To 9 
/ (Signed, 1) ay JAMES TILTON, "m 

rd "s "Adjt. Gen W, T. Volunteers. , 


By ordér of the Acting- dieto | 


[ No. 381. un | 
Monticeiio, W. T., Nov. 19th, 1855, 


A D "o 
Acting-Governor, c. H. Masox, 
Olympia : > 

Sir :— Being a portion of our duty to inform you of: our movemeiits, 
I will state them as freely as possible. Immediately after organizing our 
company, à party of 5 went to. the lake lying twenty-five . miles , to the 
north, and near the east fork of the Cowlitz, to reconnoitre ‘that part. of 
the countr y, more-to quiet the’ fears of the people. in that ` region than 
from any,apprehension of hostilities.. They found nothing, . 


in the Cascade mountains, Onour arrival there, we sent. out. sconts to. 
learn if, possible, the positipn. of the "enemy... They saw two suspicious 
looking Indians in the Lewis river bottom, who made their ‘eseape-into 
the bushes and érossed the river. After camping at the pass three days 
and learning that there were other passes niore practicable and shorter, 
we marched back to Challacha prairie, where the Indians would be com- 
pelled to pass, it being.only eight iniles from the pass. We remained here 


xo. Ky 0x 7 E ME a 


At the same time, a party of 15 "proceeded to the Lewis river pass, 


about three weeks, actively scouting the whole-time, but seeing no Indi. 


n 


p Yt ca em em E M ehm oc) 
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4 After Sig the commissions of: the, officers of: this company, we 
returned immediately to this place, to: make the proper arrangements to 
guard the pass with more certainty, as there was more danger. apprehen: 
ded, than a£ first, as Untal . and his party: -had'eseaped from Vancouver. 

It is said his, intention was-to hold a council of war at Challacha. prairie, 
and then make an assault upon the settlements. Our &ompany will- pre- 
ceed to the pass on Friday, with the intention of finding all the Indians - 
in that vicinity if pe We will have some twenty or twenty-five, 
men. 2 E KG M 

E oua W A.S. MeCORKLE, 
l f __ Capt. Co. G, W. T Jr 
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52777 + 'ygdugig Orrtce," ^W asutNoroN TERRITORY, 
Olympia, Nov. 26th, 1855, . | 
Capt. iie i | 
-` Ooramanding Gonipany G,: f o * : 
` Sm Your letter, dated Nov. 23d, is sécilved. C08 Su xul 


In reply to your request for arms, I réfer you to Brigadier Geneiit 
Gibbs at Fort Vancouyer, who will supply goi from the Territorial arinë 
now at Fort ‘Vaneonvér. SZ. arene e 

With regard to provisions, you must biin them seii ay soured 
where you ĉan, obtain credit for the U. S. Government. "Your receipt to 
tlie holders of provisions. will entitle the’ owner tothe amount of your: re- 
ceipts, Whenever the government pays; by appropriation, for ng expéised 


of the war. - ] : 
7 k =T * O7 p: P T 3 yg e * 
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rer have the honor to be; . : Ne d 

_ Very repestüly, e DORE i 

; J. TETON, >i 
2 GE Na ` Adjutant General W. mm ve um 

E order of “the Acting-Governor. in 
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= [No..328;] *zt mee Ss ge NOS "E Hu U f eee g^ s i. E 
Eu Ree ge OFFICE ADIUTANT Güzrir, W. T. Vi) 
DART MEC ME. Onnen, id Iit, 1855; 3 
: R ee 
“Capt. Was Biarrax,. pr m FEMME 
A € t 5 bI wo’ t a AC e 
Com’g. “Lewis River Rangers: "c ee 


Sm :—Herewith you will receive a corimission -as Cap tain of the 
“company you report as haviug.- been organized, n. the vicinity of “Lewis 
river pass. L 2 Wes Pe Ge - ues 


E 
i > 4» LPS ae 


"E * +, * X Ad PE n d *, V* PE: 


_ Your dat y will he to watch’ the Lewis river pass, and, in junction 
with Capt MeUorkle, preyent all intercourse between “i "die hostile and 
friendly Indians. Yon can obtain armg aud accoutrements from Briga- 
ier (General Gibbs. at Fort Vancouver, hy receipting to to him for the num- 


ber you, make requisition lvo lt xp fu Pia eie e. 
Respectfally, ` A sais cael 

N^ . ^ , Your most obedient servant, pe XE og 
E a CV — JAMES TILTON, ae 

: "S INL. Adjutant General W. T v. 

By. order of. the Acting- -Governor. ` TEE EIS "E" 

X Qt pe MI o 1 7 $ 
~ f ` E: 
VLA uA AP SUME 
~ $e 4 
[No, 324.] 


- Fort Vancouver, Nov. 10th, 1855.. 


~ Maj. G. J. Rares, 
‘ 4th Inf. Coin’g. Columbia River District : 

Sm :—In obedience to your order, the company of Washington 
Mounted Rites, mustered into the service. of the United “Statés;* un- 
der ny corümand; díave, in part, arrived al this place. Owing to want of. 
transportation, á part of the command are still detained at the Cascades, 
but may ke expected here to-morrow or the day after., > n, 1, 77” 

You speak in: your order of muttering my command ont of eorvice, 
l beg to, suggest that, ọn the 27th day of October last, in obedience to a 
proclamation and ‘orders received. from Chas, H. Mason, Acting Governor 
of Washingt Territory, upon, & a call made by yourself K organized a. 
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company of mounted volunteers to serve three months, or unti-discharged, 
and on the same. day the company were mustered into the! service, 

t It was: understood at the tinie we were mustered in, that we were 
not to be discharged under three months. Upon no other terms could | 
men haye been induced to leave their, homes and business. at the présent" 
season of the year. — a E : 

-I theréfore beg to submit—- S CMS ML X 

“First That" my command ‘can iu be' disbanded by an Lo bur 
the authority under wbieh they were enlisted. ^ 

Second,— That having been: “mustered re service ündét the enlist- 
ment'for three months from tlie ‘27th day of October” 1855, we cannot 
legally | be mustered ont intil the expirdtion of that yéfiod: 
a. HT make these cuggestions, not from any desire’ to resist, er hesitation 
‘to-obey-any lawful order; but from a^ belief’ that jistice to my command 
and a proper regard for the SUE of the Acting-Goveinór' ‘of the 
"Territory require mo to do £o., nae 

I also desire’ 36, ‘make’ p i saiutation “for five day’s provisions for my 
men, and forage for my 'animals, which I am informed by the commissary 
he has nó / authority to grant Withont an order from yeu. "s 

* x x * CE k OT P Te Bal 

I have the honor to be, 
Tour most obedient servant, 
, WM. STRONG, 
o. +» Captain Mounted Rifles. 
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"Com'g. Washington Mounted Rifles; W.'T.V.: 577 

vee Sm :— I gm directed "without qualification to have "your company 
inubtered’ out of the service of the United States bf the Major General 
Commanding - Department of' the Pacific, . I presume oi tlie’ "gtouila | that 


TP 
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-Services of. the vólunteérs no longer necessary here. > Possibly your sefvi> 
ces may be wanted by Governor Mason at Paget Sound. -Please send 
Bor or @ copy to hir at once." We part with you with regret. ©- 4 - 
: mee 1 2. oa "Very respectfully, — . P En 

a G. J, RAINS, `` ne 

NES Big. Gen. W, T. and Major U. S. A. 
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elc 20 8°". Wanconvek, December 14th, 1855. 
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Hon. Cgas. H. Mison, ; . 
Acting Governor Washington Territory, : Tal NM 


Sin: have received a note from Brig.” Gen, Rains, (a copy of 
‘which is énclosed;) by which you will see that there is a probability of our, 
heing mustered opt of service. Our company i are ready for service, and I 
ain waiting” your orders to perform any service “you may wish. ° ; 


à 


I wish to b advised, of your method of obtaining sustenance, trans- 


portation, & desc pow ee at 
OUS GER a ‘ Respectfully, ! is i ; 
D ow i WM: STRONG, E 
put. 5 i , Sc ' Capt, Com'g. Washington m Rifles, 
^ > : e TE Bokn TRO m, 
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Fort VANCOUVER December Lett, 185 ME 
Hon. Crus, if. T d ak Lat EE 


É il no ing: n "Territory : 


- the arrival of Brevet Major F'itzgernld's'company of drágoons render the 
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<Runing-and :myself;ini reference to mustering out the compariy. 7- Since:the 
Jast news front thé Dalles and Walla Walla, thet the’ Oregon, vojutiteers 
were acinülly Gshting the Indimns’jeay Wallotpu, the-ordor to mualcr aus 
out has been eogutermandcd, and we may gain be; spelt; to that country, 
If we had remained at the Dglles, we would-have been at hand i in time to 
~have been of some' service; .:: 


Manibus LR EUN ii ii ia 
i Respectfully, 2 j 
WM. STRONG, 


Capt: Co A, Mounted Rifles, W.T. A 


^ 
LM » 


tems ade Yo o yaa OR mea a 


4 


a Ó& 


, tNo. 328.) T 
“pote Gf on: : OFFICE ÅDIUTANT GeneraL, W. T b J 


ESL vow NT Olympia, January ath, 1856. 


E 


Capt. Ww, Strona, |. 
ou, oy Gom's ‘CoA; y. T. Volantecrs : 
© Ste Your letters of thió 14th.and 16th December, 1855, “enélosing 
copies of. orders from Brig. Gen. Rains, dated December’ 12th, ‘and. your ' 
‘answet, dated N over 10th, to a previous Oir from én, Rains are 
receiyed. _ : beilo 

In Soswer, Í am direc by Acting Gov. PN to reply: : 

As the term of service of your company will expire on the PI of 
the present month, you wil retain the organization of Company "A," till 
then, but grant discharges or furloughs to any of yonr men who may de- 
sire then, and on the 24th Ji anuary, d discharge the whole, and inform them 
that they-will be called into service again whenever required. 

* * * x H x * * 

As you will have earlier communieation with Gov. Stevens than this 
office can, you may perhaps receive from himself orders based upon his 
plans and modifying the above- ; 

In the hope that such may be the case, and that Comany “ A” and- 
its gallant officers and a may have more congenial employment i in its 
next four.of duty, ~ . << QUU RIG 
i d am, sir, respectfully, 

“Your obedient servant, - e ds 
: teo 7 7202 URAMESCIDRÓN, +, 
di. i i Adjutant ‘General W.T v: 
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3 porder‘of the Acting Govetor, — FN. Fae 
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Execctive Orricr, iran, wW. T.)- 
, “7 t ^ Olympia, March 30th, 1856. 
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Ist Lient: Evsris: Hooks; : Nt 
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Gn nt Acting Adjutant, bar u NT 


_ Sir :—If the savages are ravaging Olarke connty, the citizens should 
adopt ‘the block-house’ system of Thurston county, wherever there is a 
neighborhood of say five men ; they-aud their families will be enfe in a 


good block-house. - 
_, Look to this matter aud do all-you can to prevent the citizens all 
coming in to Vancouver. Y - 
| Very respectfally, : : 
Your obedient servant, ^ 
m ISAAC I. STEVENS, . 
PON Fart) a a UV 2 Governor Washington Territory, 
T 2 to. 3 * - g 
a : à : 
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js tis, epee , Olympia, April 2d, 1856. 
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YS M: R. Bodas, xs TL eT : 


P - "Quartermaster aud. ‘Comnissary ; E i m i PN 
M au m: am;desired by Gov. Stévens to express his approbation of 
your action in-anstering- into service the company of -voluntcers ráisedl in 
Clarke county;;and also iu furdishing &üpplies and transportation tothe 
yoluntéers sentsforward to the rehef of the Cascades. 

* Thesjudgment; energy. and zeal displayed by the Quartermaster de- 
partmen "Rt Vaaconver-in meeting promptly so unexpected an emergency, 


ig i appreciated ab it deserves, — « ` 
The, date.of- enroliment.of Capt. Kelly’s ery will p that of your 
, Adfeptance ote servit z^ ox | sr 
m 
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"You n direct that officer to forward his muster roll to the Aujütánt | 
Gee SN RU 
i A Y sui aes ‘e “Yours, most respectfully, : 
à (Signe, HENRY R. CROSBIE, ] 


E Liceut. Col::and Aid-dé-càmp. + © 
P S. The-commissions of Capt: Eey aid: officers are herewith 
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B e -381; J Guam tc A Ber TEE 
er NW TES . Vancouver, THURSDAY Mons, 
opu Ápril 2d, 1856 
: His Excellency, I. I. STEVENS, E. i 
Governor Washington Territory : . 
Sm;—* | * * * * * E: 
F * * ^ x *- * * * ok 


Capt. Wm. Kelly of this place has raised & company of 82 men for 
home service ; bat they are not willing to join the volunteer service unless 
they are promised to remain in this town, or a party of them to be sta- 
tioned on their claims.~ 

They are willing whenever there is anything for them. to.do i in 2 
neighborhood to give their services, and when it is finished, Bley f 
lowed to return to their occupations. ED 

* Now, sir ^ loge number of these well deserving and patriotic citi- 
zens are diving at their own houses, and on their own Property, nd are 

a well armed. Icaunot see why the U. S.should pay and snpport them 

for defending their own honres, when they say it'is inipossible for them to 

"üefend.. éthers; unlessitis asione of. the oldest citizens ofthis placé said 
yeiterday -when urging’ upon-me tò muster thé eonipany— ^^ Some ofthe 
mièn: een posting will sturye if not. fed by the Goverameat + Tk? 


. $E. EX EFE pto e O8 msg ee d 
D PLE Te NE yn oka BE P. tà s * 
FIM MEME Se, ILC EIE MET Lag TE p oe 
Very ls and respecttullrs 2 Dt a aie a s 
vod ce CEDE cope Your me obeiente ale? of 
(Sigied) |— — E EUBTIS vaa. 
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T "Tusros, Eiga., PSE - cA E - 
vv. + Adj, General W, T. Y» Olin Re s 
" Sm ‘wrote to the Governor this morping in regard to Capt. Ket 
ly's company.” "I do not see, the, necessity or justice of enrolling and brings 
ing into the service a company who are not subject to his orders ; and ẹ 
large majority of them say they cannot leave this place on any account as 
deir property ‘and families are here.. ; pus 6s - E 
; Tt is a supposable case that men will defend their property if they 
hava the chance; whether, in the U. B. service.or not ; and why should the 
U, 8: feed and pay them for it? and taking all things in consideration, I 


haye, not: received the company, hut let them remain as they gre,,,* Inder 
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from Vanconver is peceiyed. > - . 
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Teifipetn of: tiec makes it neeessary to aceepí men te the. 
iurrice, P they, williscout and defend th the farmers punagi cropa 
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keep at least one-half of his men employed whilst the rest aré puttiig i in 
€TOpS.—. © sius Y aah Gee sae E 

With regard to a man who will not agree to obey. orders, and who 
proposes to oxereise his trade in the village, or has fio clai to culfivite? 
or who will pot scout or 'go upon expedition, Hé will nat;bo mustered in. 
Phe intention of employment of the company of Capt. Kelly,-ist6 defend 
the- settlements: of Clarke ie Do in the vicinity "of: Fort 
Vancouver, " ^ ^ ROME ano fuss 
^ — ÜThe-goverament is well aware that the’ Tar has béenwell didined 
of is avaiable men, both by the patriotic eifistmeris in thé yolüntéer 
Betvice, and by employment with the regulars ; conseqatntly nothing but 
the most stringent public ‘necessity will forceithe governirent to order 
theni out fr n the vicinity of Fort Vancouver, or- niles the ‘regular’ forces 
there are so angmented as to guarantee aniple’ protection tó-their fathilies, 

Direct Capt. Kelly to make out his muster and descriptive rolls; atid, 
not muster in any mau whom he cannot rely upon to obey a reasóhable 
order for scouting duty, or to march : for a reasonable distance from home 


if his family are mäde secure. j ; 


* *5 070 k oo X* Y X U ox ? x Rk v 

8 7 (+ Very respectfully, * ` 

y» ^ . JAMES TILTON; g 
(Signed) S o GOT EO a Adj’t. Gen. W. T. v. 


` Eş order: df- -the Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 
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[ No. 834.] - AES 00 get oe 
L2. - Gagong EE TERRITORY WASHINGTON, y 
x HILDA" , ij Olympia, April oti; 1856.,04 
J i ane 
Capt. R. M-Harmgaway, > LEES bo tok. Brae het 


" Commissary and Quartermaster, ‘Vaticouver, FW, PT: 10% 
- Str:—Tostructions po by -this express to Liédt3 Huger erence 
to,mustering inthe cotupatty. -taised:in Olafke cóünty:.-: ie SN A 
. The duty of that company will be to protect the cilizeriàrof Clarke’ 
county; bufithe éondition'isjndiápénsablotIhatsthey:be: iisti 2f Ser- 
vice: sqbject'ta the otders ôf tliè executive, : 1s 4.2% iru 
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x, cy a- -, _ Very respectfully,- - 
li Your obedient servant; 


Lieut, ‘Huger has the necessary authority in the premises. | -— 


Capt. Wo. Kxux, 
“Com’g. Co. Clarke County Rangers : 


Bri :— Your company is accepted into the volunteer service of the 
United States as Mounted Rangers; to daté from first organization. 

You will: establish ‘plockshonses at Washoogal and Lewis rivers, to 
enable settlers to reside on their claims, and keep scouting parties ranging 
through the settlements for the protection of the citizens of-Clarke county. 

You will keep at least ¢~ >-half of your men employed, whilst the rest 
are patting in crops. 

Make requsitions on the Quartermaster and Commissary at thie post. 
for such horses and supplies-as you may need. 

Send a muster and: ‘description roll to the Adjutant General’s office, 


E 5) 


adit. Sd Regiment W. T. Volunteers. 
‘By order.of the Gov: and Commander in-chiet. 


n 
Ae. * 2 
t 1 EJ agar, =» g S ^ 
^ 4 4 i 
* » 
- eg t a 3 
PRI - 
amet $ E à aa * ^ 
cS " » 
> 3 ^ Y 3 
"a i $ d "(ot ~ zo "EOS d Li 
^ ^ > - z 
nto ^ 4 ¢ 
pits 4 3 ps th p it - m * x 
^ ` * 
` x 
~ B a Ua. w - 
b i E 
^A 
> 4 a 
x x B 
* + 
£ 
xà n a Pal -e ~ E 
MIU Ce Teo -= 


Signed ISAAC I. STEVENS; —... 
^» é 3 I'a 
_ « Goy. and Commanderin-Chief. 
" P os ^ qaod fa vnd : 
a CL. 03 + » 2 En ye ge” et te wee $ S dd 
E P It oy s i 2 n NO oy 4 $ = E ut E 7 M Y T $ »^ ^ 
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(No. cd Q^ A " Q4» a r 
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ee Vascos, W. T, , April 6th, 1856. .. 
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and report your progress-from time to time to head quarters. -— 
Respectfully, sir, — À 
i è . Your obedient servant, z 
(Signed; ). » « . BUSTIS HUGER, 
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JAMES ids X 
d “Adjunt General’ $e T. V.: bar 


Sir :—Encloesd I send you copies of cofrespondence between Capt, 
Kelly and Lieut. Biles, in regard to the erection of” the block-houses at 
the Washoogal and Levis rivers ; also a copy € of instructions to Capt, 
Kelly. , : 

' As soon as the company at this place was eR I called upon 
the commanding officer at Fort Vancouver, and in the name of the Gor- 
ernor of this Territory, offered to co-operate with the regular forces in 
protecting the citizens. This was done in writing. As yet my communi- 
cation has not been answered officially. 

, Col Morris told me he would answer it^ after lie talked ‘with’ ‘Cal. 
‘Wright: * Ag son as itis onë &'topies ‘wil be B to your office.” 
s * 
* * as site — for Fon Bee is a ‘very, Lond d one ee 
I have approved of it ' 
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E arh Res pectfally’: ‘yours; ' PG. suot 
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Sin ,—1t the savages are ravaging’ Clarke couuty, the citizens should 
adopt the: block-house system of 'Thurston.county; Whereversthere is a 


neighborhood of say five men, they and-their families will be safe-in good 
block-houses..— - m 


- Sr E 


: 35 ! | 
' Look to this matter and do i nS you tan to prevent the citi- 
zeng all,goming j into: Vancouver, ` EET is 
Oi acer Very, respectfally, , drogue EO 
Your most. obedient, 
. - ISAAC I. STEVENS, +H wu 
i xd. a. , Governor. Territory Washington. ~ 
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f [No; 885] - ogee ELT que ex usd Wa Rara, 
cr PRs F Notons W. T, Apri Mfh856. - 


S xr C? 2 bar Po n E ect E un yit! x 
Jawes rass, 7 i " Í n" 
PEN "4 te eir a 24 
fy e „Adjutant General, ‘Olympia, W. di. Qs eee, : 


DE ‘+ Enclosed I send- you copies of «correspondence. .betw ween: "Capt. 
Kelly. And: Lieut: Biles; in: ‘regard. to. the -erection of, the block houses ab 
the Washoogal . me. Lewis. rivers; also a copy of instructions, to, Capt, , 
| i onn EE e TAS Vea 7 =al 

«i .ÁÀ8 Boon as the soaps a Ms aiie -was organized, I called . upon . 
the xommanding oficer -at Fort ‘Mancoyer, „andin, the name of the, Gor- 
ernor,of ithig Ferritory, . -offered to co-operate, with::thie regular ¿forces in 
protecting: thetcitizens.; This: was done in writing... As ye et my, communi- 
cation, haa -not been- answered,officially. . wk of dessus 
+. 3 Cole Morris told-mei e sióüd-auswer it after. lici talked with. Col. 
Wrights s AB: mavas ivindone opie, wl be:sent.to.your opr officers "Heg "e 


E * ^ 


* * * -The dis selected rior Riggi a very vega and- : 


Iove approved ofitig tr t <- EIE - : 
bo id Very.réspeetfully;; n ^io: —— 24 ] 
r Ren, Your obedient servant, bn uv PERS 
^, (Sizned,) E. cs ^ BUSTIS. HUGER, : DA 
pa 2E eig ‘Adjutant. 2d Reg't, 
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ÉNS. 8$] - "o oo s T 0 sot Tt T ei 
: ‘Fort Rices- W'snoócut. Disreer; J 
Clarke County, : W T, - April Mito 1850. 
Capt. Wu. Kins, PER CI m on 

. P* t “Com’g. Clarke Co: Rangers, &c., Vaticouver : 

. Sm:—In pursuance of your orders dated April 9th, 1856, I proceed- 
ed to this place without delay and have complied , with | the, instructions 
‘therein. ^ Fr 

“The detachment at this place, now consisting ¢ of eleven men, ‘are en- 
gaged in scouting the “neighborhood and eua: the’ Indian trails or 
passes through Cape Horn mountain. * : LIE. 

* * I find that every member is more or less engaged. in farm- 
ing, conséquently, I deemed it justice to them that they should have the 
selection of. the point for the erection of the. block-house, (ordéred to be 
built ‘by the! Comianderin-éhief,) ‘ànd réquested a report of their action 
thereon. The following is their verbal report : . 

. _ We, the farmers of Washoogol District, unanimously’: agree: "That 
the block-house ordered to be built by His Excelfency f. T. Stevens, Gov. 
&c; for the protection of the farmers; &e., in-said district, be built on the 
laud. claim-of Col. Ruben Riggs, neat- tlie-b&nk of the. Columbi river, in 
Clarke county, dud that the same be known as “Fort Riggs? ~. ' 

I have to say that the point selected fally merits my approbatión,—- 
‘Near this point thé main road leading fróm.Cascades to Vancouver.comes 
“down‘on the bottom or pasture land,-and the i imatiy: trails’ ov passés strike 
this road- within 4-mile of this point“ -It i¢ génerally. conceded hère that 
should the Indians contemplate ah attack it the neighborhood, that’ this 
point would be the first place ; ; it i¢.aleo theimiost: conyeniént place Zor zor the 
farinérs to concentrate in casó of aa attack, and-can havé-their stock so 


concentrated that with & howitzer, could men de fróm the Indians 


* + xk Ff cx * E e * * 
Alf which is respectfully submitted; ^ .. ." 5 
(Signed,) J. D. BILES; y 
i lst-Lieut. . Clarké/Co. Bengek, Y LA. Gý, - 
ae ee 
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[No, 340.) . Qi 
Em ic. mm urpis. Craget Co. Tinea W. T. V, 
tod ud Vancouver, April 10th, 1856. 


ORDERS NO. 5. : 


Ist. A detachment of Clarke Co. Rangers, consisting ‘of sacenbers 
residing i in the neighborhood of 4th Plain, i is hereby detactied for duty in 
‘that direction. 

"öd. Mr. Richard Covington being. duly elected s , Boigeant of the 
detachment, vill. be obeyed and respected accordingly, ^ “e's 

' 8d. Sergeant Covingtoh ‘will proceed with his command as soon 88 
possible to the 4th Plain, and catise a site to be selected Uy the members 
of his command for the erection of a block-house, for- the "defence ofthe 
settlement in that vicinity. , The site should be'at a respectable distance . 
from the woods or thickets, ánd at a ‘point where, water’ can be easily pro- 
nred, "and which will afford the greatest security to the mien While tend- 
ing their farms. 

Áth; The person groitiüg thie site “should Breer to give P 
consent in writing, tbat the settlers may hold the building as E as the 
safety of the settlements requife i it, 

Sth. Until thé house ‘is is built, “senting party from the dinde. 
of"one third of the men, will be sent out daily, to reconnoitre the country 
. and Indian trails in the direction of the 5th Plain, or in any. other direc- 
tion that may be deemed necessary by Sergeant Covington ; and for the 
safety of ‘the settlements, as well as that of the detachment, a guard will 
be kept up during the night. _, 

6th, All Indians found in, or passing through the settlements 
will be. apprehended (except those on government express, ) and sent in 
under an escort to these,head. quarters ; should. any Indian attempt to es- 
cape, he will be fired ọn. > ; e 


"th, Should the enemy appear in force, or there + be appearances of ' 


his heing i in your vicinit , you will immediately despatch one or more of 
your ipua met t at the necessary aseintanice may be afforded yon as 
"ds Ble, ' 


E (Sigi WM. KELLY, 
IP eae 

Ho. Capt. Clark Co. Rangers, 3d Reg't. w. Tiy. 

i "fo Bergean à Fgestit Rickard Coyridro, Fi, 
duc. cu v sei Cos Ranga, W. T. V. d fumme. E 

E CENE. * * tay 
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(No, 841.) uM tg, 
I aa gS Uu Heap QUARTERS, OLérgk Co, Rangers, id 
Z'a * i Vancouver, April 14, 1856. 


SE Ug E 


Lieut. J. D. Bikes, f a PRA . 
ot Ae hes td 
dst . Clarke County Kaigre, $a Regt, Wd y.í Dt i 
£t S » e PER Mi 


Sm — You are directed to proceed i 2S SOO as convenient to, ‘the Lew > 
. - c js; Rivyer District, for the, purpose of locating a paced (tok be built by 
order of the Gov. and ‘Commander-in-chief.). 2 TOM T M EE 
, , You will ‘gonsalt the ‘settlers i in that, vicinity as to the gst “suitable 
point for its erection ; 5 one. that would secure thè. ot, protectiph } to the 
farming comniunity of said district, x ass utque E 
^, ,,.YQ9u will also mse our influence to. have ihe. rS | ihere join "the 
sompany, on. teris, the same as, Washoogal District dotachinent.” MAN 
. , You are authorized to,.sécure Aman. mien 98. yon .ean get, on your 
way, for the volunteer service. «^ 
5j You will report to head quarters, ‘Vancouver, at the earliest period — 


<? 


“possible. DOR TE 


pee X yu cod M - thay " Aqu i 
: 
(Signed; ) WM. KELLY. ET E 
E 
PT aeu a Dutt Clarke Go. Rangers 28. Reg’t, W, T y. 
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ESPO tat abe id a, HEAD pan Qranizas, Cinet os v rig 
od Regt. W. T.'V., Vancouver, April 14, 185 
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2 ` , Ist Lieut. and Adj 2d Regt.) (T, Yos yenomgn WW. T: 
Sig i Enclosed I seid. jour report-of lst Lieut. J. D. Biles, in re- 


- lation to a detachment at Washoogal District, ^ - * * * 
— and also copy,of an order to him, &c., &, ~~ * ~~ *^ -,'* 
* X -The present strength of the company is 1 Captain; 1st and ! i 
2d Lieutenant, sd 56 rank end file. ^ - ~ l 
* n Rue 7 ; z 
Pi ts « F f 
s s rox T" -= > 
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"In Washoogal District I have a detachment of ` I3 enc 
. Othe dt Plaiih,.. < ue ert 15 “ i 
‘At Lackamass Plaiù, ^ <i 5.057 77 i yo t Te na 
At Salmon Creek, 6 miles | north cof, Vancouver, 


At Vancouver, (officérs and men, ) ; ME 19 "TT ' 
. Total} a Myth Ca 785.2 af 9 

.E ‘The men at Vanedaver are standing. guard every other night, a as well Ro 
. 88 scouting in, the- neighborhood. . - Ro-day. there is a report.of ;some, six 
armed Indians being below, about twelye miles from hero.3..I, send: a-par- ; : 
tynfter them this. morning; under Lieut :Aken. , Toporov, a pasty lenve l 
to scout twelve miles above “Vancouver 19, amoun iain nearhe,Celumbia,. 
Vere s Tagine are supposed, to be,conpenled ag SPIES T pog F 


* Ra T Lon 
T ify * "S - x 
dons, 9 PON ag iot AF OF 


I am, sir, very respectfully, is htm CRI 
Sto gta ona x, Nour obedient servant; sgo ay d l 
. WM, KEL ELLY 


" Capt. Clarke Co. Rangers, 3d Regt. W. E Y, — 
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ENo. 343: GPL IJ LA i ! E 
! : Lewis River, CLARKE "ridic m" 
"t - April 1856, °$- 


Capt. Wy KELLY, : i i ESE | a 4 
+4. _-Glarke Count: y Reeg W. BV - E mE | 


ar Ye WY TFA 
‘Se lid) pursedned t3 your órdeii of date April M, 1858, Tj pro- : 
ceeded to this place, and to fulfil the duty, assigned me, i procured t vA 
yeervices c of Messrs. Lewis and Tappan as guides, for’ fhe ‘purpose vdd ‘Of exa. . 
Juing thë , country in this district, “To-dby T sblected’ a potit to yw the loca- ~~ "d 
bon thd Bldck‘house, "MPO ag i des aS uc Hoe HO x : E 
ë móst'Géitrii;ià td's point that Will"secufé thethost Dro" ^ > 
UE £j, big Apoda jas astüre and ránge' afóund'f"? oe o 
: "me géttlers 3 with the exception of two ofthted*haveletttheir cii ds 
and dob tb St. kie tier 0: VT (or soféty! "T "Otia" stiggest tus god send 3 
* e dé tachitiient’ orto bu ithe house, HÀ on theii out thin paises? 
Tail SP whig Ki fally submitted: 10° memo Bish Deco 0 
$ we (8i ME Y teta Aen € eps 3. ‘D: BAY : wit 


STAR Lieut. Olarke Co. Raiigtts, 2 a TOV. : 
^ T Phi . y 2 x i 2. ; 7 »" 
- x T $ ` 
3 RE * Ea i 
Ld Ld 
* i ES i % = Vu doe z 
"aves + . A oo usw g + CP ae 


t 


- is built, and known as Fort Riggs, and a sconti 


Ne 
ts 


400 . 
[No. 844] p ` y AE "m da iod AD A: nt Ts s 
ees, Heap QUARTERS, CLARKE Cornie Ra 
i E: VANCOUVER, April 21st, 1857. - 
* 2 , CAS LM: s awa es i [d nee ae rales n f A be ` 
] CEDE NO.0 27 7 TE ou 


Í. D. Puis, - i e a en 

‘tat Lieut. and Acting Adit, 2d Regt W.t v i 
> " A ecoùting party consisting of Capt. Kelly; vist Lient: Bilée; 2d Lt 
' Aken and twenty men, will proceed, tomora ide iming ne Teyi rives, 


to Chala-chie Plain. — ^ ie Fak 
. Phe party will take rations-for five ai at te ication of- wii“ 
period they ‘will Péfufn to Vancónyébs; +>“ Po 


2d Corporal Dodd will proceed this — ‘Lewis river, for xn 
purpose of engaging the ferty, that me attendant may | be aware of the, 
party requiring his services, ^. -''7 Ls 
+ He willalso take whatever" vations’ may be required to Lewis’ river 
for the party, and will leave for St, Helens per steamer “Senorita.” 


By order. IU w^ 4 
;  (Signed,) "us wo. KELLY, x 
Capt. Clarke Co. Ranger, 2d Reg’t. w. T. Vy. 


[No. 345.) "edi. 
nar ‘Hras Quarrers, Oiarke Co. aime 
Ee See a ME =e Venesuver, W: T, boa 30, 1856. ~ 
“pa » FAINT " z "d egy d" 
Major Jan Turon, ZUM beu s fl ue P ties 


Adjntant General W: T. Y ocu. S] 
Sm :—Herewith I enclose some of my orders 2d repens ew 
J. D. Biles,,in relation to the ns Clarkecounty. M; ya 
present Warübéra. seventy-four, office T otop, and, inen, and "m E 
They are distributed'as follows =" : UR 
Fourteen detached: ot Wishcogal istrict. P or x HM 
rt y:of one: iü 3 


sént out dailyito reconnoitre the trailsion the; of: "Cape Horn. * 


P705. 


hed at. Lackamas’ prairie,’ ont miles from here, mh 


scout on’ ‘thet sto: that place, „+ ee ae ee: N 
- i: E " Tw ER i s ^ 
Lo ^* P ^ z E 
-^ É - E rai 


es 


, i i vf 
: $ za 
401- 2 e 
it, ae 
~: Fiftgen men at 4th Plain, commanded by Sergeant Covington- ` 'Phoy | d S 3 
have bui a fort witha blockchonse- bastion, and with a.small piccoof * TI 
; ordnance could defy’ & very strong force!” They scont on the trail leading ot 
7 from Cha-la-che prairie, which is the principal trail to "Vancouver from = | 7 i di 
thé Indian country. ee Cx E 
Vue Seveh n men at-Salyion cvoek, They have Yoilt g stockade aid stout oy 
-on an old trail leading from tlie east fork of Lewis riyen, « ^. wc $ 
-I haye been: ‘to Cheda-che «prairie with & party of twenty-thiee men; F ; tl 
it is abont thirty aniles from the Lewis riyer settlement . There was no in^ M 
: dication of Indians, bang i in that direction, though rumor had it thatthere e d 
were Aiu before T-went ‘thers, .Theré was-also some two hundred, head ore? P 
horses, supposed’ to be there, "put.on arrivibg,. T found: only. four ffo year : i | f 
old colis, d one Jamehhorse that had een ‘eft there by a iieri b om ou 
' last fall, ; e: HM ND H že “a at 
; ._ “The Chelacche prairicis an important point, and should have ‘ede To E 
fifty men stationed there, as the Indians must: pass that point to, durus 7 ah 
‘the settlements, and if they should by chance get inte this comtry RE T NM b. | 
‘ty there could: check | their m , A E “Es ae íi 
aa Nue by ` x5 77 0x ME LA " P E 
The people at Lewis, river "were; nearly all away from their claims, y 
hs no men could be induced to volunteer into our company. ^, Ee M 
“To-morrow morning a detachment of fifteen men under Lieut. “Biles, É Se a 
leaves fot Lewis river to build a block-house at that place, which, could —,. 7o 0x 
not possibly he ‘done before in consequence of the material that composes EN 
my company. Ne early all hre» married men and farmers, and humanity de- ge i 
manded- that they should make their own women and children secure bé- | z 
fore they could be.cálled away. ^ 0c "ue wr ^u 
- Hoping. that my course may meet the approbation of lus Excellene i r 
the Governor, a vel as youpown, . (>. d 1 f - 


ty + Uoolremain, sir, very reset * i EE e 
E - Your obeditniservant, -~ l = 
(Signed, } "E NE : VM j M.. KELLY, 3 
+ & — . Capt. Clarke Co. Ranger E: 
^ DOM $ . ry i IM 


oF xe 


4 


t 


si foréeinents demanded by ‘COL’ "Wright. PRS as 


& 


te 


" 
à 


E 
ə 


# 


" * EL E corer Que oe 
He a 
: i TE t 
He à 4 > a » E 
lo. BABY ins, eer nade CN SB... 
" f Ec "TENE zm WaT (eee 
LE nd " 4a s 1 J r 2; bus ith, 158 cor E k 4 i LI 
* a r : i 
Pl Tene 
Capt. Por P dels ae DET 


Em: LÀ requisition is this day inadé spon, (s nitur store "— 
for Tour howitzers to p garrison your forts forts | forttwovhandred rifles; 
and atcontrements, with the necessary 8 x IE . vd SQ sad 

l “Should. this "requiition be honored, y , you "wi 


$ 
nective ie Wit. 
Plant tlie, and arm your men Mi the rifles Tete Me ase in in yout 
forts. . .'. i ve »i 
ise f cola to éi agiye éffectiye mèn, réüay Bad" willing’ WÄ 
T, Y alo "Walla af fiie public service ‘requires it; and besides. 
- "those: P ideta | say om 8 uu te men Ro gira the forts in Clar atko” 
"county. aE 367 
~ n With Gol. Hird ele to o yout supplici. and keep yonr com- 
bii utn during tho ë Biene “from Clarke colniy of the^lgtge tin’ 
E "Any responsibilty you take, having for its view the good óf the ķer: | 
Vice, and warranted ‘by the reasonable appearance oF things, will bé fully 
sustained by iis department; . Yee xd fpi. % 
~The ‘Commander-in-chief is fully determine’ upon thè. most active, 
, Brogecittion | of the war, possible. ~ - | m 
eT i dn and tespectfully; — — EIS M : 
D a _ + 554 * . You most obedient, -+ 7 ^ ET. 
(Signed) . > -° ' JAMES TILTON,” " 
Ps LEES Adjt. Gen. W: T.: v. . 
_By order of the Gov. ‘and Commander in-Chief. AX A 


s Wa. uia. ch < Rer oh 


; 
as ur i oy 2S gie Pn 


; st tt eeu, BME + 5g 
s cimet, y "T ^ git T4 iv d a" 


DW i l Head QUARTERS, Crarge Co. Rincers, mE 
E i RS N, ee May 19th, 1856. f$ | 
uis ILTON, oe, y i : - | 


gAdjutant Genetal WLV: c "e an ' 
ah ay directed. by. Capt, Kelly (who Teft, this morning with at 


a 


ihe 
tion 


cade ràountdins,) to avknowlerige the receipt of your communica:  - 
f May 1th, 18560... c l2. l1 * 
ZONE I pe (ok * *o. 
Capt. Kelly desires me to say that as regards the raising of a com- - 
pany eighty strong, out of the-present county and country, that would be 
ready and willing to manch into the Walla Walla country, cannot be done. 
Not a nian except three’ OF four would be willing to march out of Clarke: 


this county have been drawn away ;_and-2d—shonld this company receive 
` ofders.to.march out of-the.county,-the women and children of tlie county | 
would be exposed to the murderous acts of the hostile Indians, m 
The express starts this moment: ; 2078s 
x /"Trüly.and respectfully yours; —.. T 


(Signed) ` . J. D. BILES, 7 
Susi 2 Ast Lient, Clarke Co. Rangers, 2d Reg't. W: T. v. 
M 7 Ue 
Gi 348.] I E 2 ` 


at a 


Exgconve Orrice, Terrirory WASHINGTON, '| 
Olympia, May 22d, 1856. ~ 
+ Capt. War KELLY,” . 
* Clarke Co Rangers, Vancouver, W T: . au 

. . Bin :— You are directed to keep a careful daily record of fhe men on 
duty and those nòt on duty of your company. - ^ ~- 

. Men not on duty will'not be furnished with rations, and instructions 
will go to the Commissary Department to that effect by this express, 
. Truly and respectfully, ` zc 261 

(Signed)  — ^ ‘ISAAC I. STEVENS, - 

m Gov. and Commander in-Chief. 


t 


- [No, 349] - . 
> EXECUTIVE Overs, Orvar, W Ta) 
i | Olympia, May 29th, "1856. 
Capt Wx. Kr, | 2l 
^ Clarke Co. Rangers : - i ] 
Sm ;—Your letter of the 5th inst., renclied me by express on- the " 


27th inst. - 2 ' 


wee 


" 4s oe 000.7 


county, for these reasons: igb— That about one-half of our citizens of. 2 


. 
l , 404 `: , a 


/.7 Theorder in regard to keeping a daily record of the men on daty and 
arte * not on duty, and to give rations only to the former, was not dictated from 


"n any want of confidence in yourself or your cotipany, but from ‘the neces- . 


~ sity which exists that the Territory should he able to show a fair record, 
7 and that ia more. troops were-employed than the exigency: absolutely de- 
manded: Every ‘citizen is interested in the strictest economy being ob- 
7 served, and in the force being reduced, to the smallest number compatible 
with safety, for if any want of caution can he «sion, d my defeat, alto 
gether; appropriations by Congress. 
-+> I cannot therefore rescind the order, bit xi niust direct s a stt compli- 


Mace rl ao. aio Ipod Mal SACR OR rele à bie ene BA d cat ORO a 
a ft 
n 
j 


r 


i 
i 
N 
LES 5 
i ance with it. ] ^ 
! 2) Very respectfully, n r 
i * Your most obedient, 
i. (Signed) —  * ISAAC I STEVENS, 
i, Se 0 c. f - Governor and Commander-in-Chief. ` 
i "o? 
l rS 
| : ! 
i woe - RA 
: - . 
! . o ' ; 
, * [No. 350.] : i mE . 
. " Bxsounve OFFICE, WASRBINGTON "TERRITORY, |. 
. . , Olympia, July Tth, 1856, 
he a 3 
Capt Wi. Kxux, " 07 7 


% 


DOW. Volunteers, "Vancouver, W.T: 
" LL Yos will report by return express the names fof the twenty 
* men of your company, you have been authorized to retain in service. 

Should you find it impossible to get twenty men, who will keep con- 
stantly on duty and obey all orders, the whole. company will be disbanded, 
and the horses. and company property turned oyer to Capt Millard, the 
Quartermaster at Vancouver? ` 

Capt. Millard will, in this alternative, réceive the necessary orders to 
muster you ont of ‘the service, 


I am, very respectfully . . . 
" Your most. obedienf, tot 
» D ISAAC I. STEVENS, 


: Gov. and Commander-in-Chief. 
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pe [No- 351.} Toe es a i po p DS gur Cr FITR x do S 


wD BB eee i “Hew QuknrEÁS Quei Conr, RFüisckis, ^ 
ii angan eg We T, ‘Taly 9th, 1856.: ` 


: Governor: M padi your ader of July, 1th inst, directing me 
to forward you the names of :the.men that I have-been ‘dathotieed 1o: Te- 
tain in the service, -and | directing me,to disband if the requisito HS of 
men could not be retained for actual service. . ^ «5 n= 

` In reply, I would recoinnieud thatthe company bo disbanded, in con- 

sequence of, the amotnt of farming required to be done during the next 
. month, in haying-and harvésting crops, by the members who are willing to 
serve, and who would require leave of absence for that purpose, and who 
, would be under very great inconvenience if taken away from this neigh- 
hood. >» ` : 

I, would also recommend that.myself, and another officer, or non- 
commissioned officer of the company, be retained until the 25th inst., that 
the property of Washington ‘Territory in the company, at several points 
in the county may be collected, and the necessary reports and returns 
made. , 

Y have issued rations before the receipt of your order to-day, to the 
29th inst, i MS 

I enclose you this correspondence to show. that I have used every ex- — — 
ertion to have the detachments comply with instructions. -* * —— 


ox * * E I Koa 
Very respectfully, f i 
. Your obedient servant, 
(Signed)  . WM. KELLY, mods 


Capt. Clarke Co. Rangers, 2d Regt W. 'T- V. 


id 352.] l - ` 
: Execurrve Orrrg, W. rae ; 
Olympia, July 14, 1856. | 


fap. Wu. Ksux, j 
Vancouver, W. T.. ] i OP OE 
Sir :— Your letter of J uly 9th has been received, and in compliance m 
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with your recommendation, your company will be mustered ónt of service, 
“yourself : and one of, -your.officera being retained till the 25th inst., in order 


E 


‘to prepare the necessary, papérs.. ..°. . . , 


"You will show carefully on your muster voll ae period each man 
was on aetive-duty. ps EE T : 
— "apt Millard, Quartermaster and Commissary; will act as:mustering, 


Spe en EE orem ee ne 


— —— M — PE EO mo 


Cw mro ET Ee 


cA 


—— oA 


officer, -. 7” TP LI Me 


à - Iam, sir, very respéetfally, - K LET «te 


~ x E 


"TIS ML . Your most obedient, A uS E 
(Signed;) ] | s IBAKO Í. STEVENS. 
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ADJUTANT GENERAL, report of, : ki 


“ALDEN, Capt., Gen. Tilton to, as 

x to General Tilton, we 

"ARMS, amonnt of received, . am 

: et issued, E 
‘ a on hand, 


Li 
i BATTALION, northern, operations of, NES 
H central, . 
sonthern, 


BELLINGHAM BAY, defence of, E x 
BILES, Lieut. J. D., to Captain Kelly, 
“* Captain Kelly to, 
to General Tiltón, P 


' BLOCK HOUSES— — un 
BRATTON, Captain, General Tilton 'to, 
BURNS, Dr. M. P., report of, 


E 
* 
i A a 
P = E 


, CAMPAIGN, effect of, of General Rains and the Oregon volunteers, 
' “CASEY, Col:, to Goy Stevens, as to general operations, ^ ! 


- , alls for volunteers, . 
' orders Major Garnet to occupy Porter’ B Praine, 
orders Major Garnet to join Col. Wright, - 
« ^' reason for not sending troops across Nachess Pass, 
as to-Indíans encamped at his post, "s 
Statement as to Indian agent refusing to receive them, 
x ~ 


in i 


” 64, 65 
198" 

! 200 
> 204 
206 

Z- 207 
* 7910; 213 


a x bi: ll * ae x e 
t i : i : j i * E - e 
i. : i o : - Lo Xe 
} i RES 
t ^ 
n - r » 
] Hn s ` INDEX, : T 
E . " i" 
i . ~ 3 PAGE, ' 
M CASEY, Col., declines to eirest Indian murderers, » 213, 216 
à ! as to authorising Indians to leave the reservation, — , 218 
: E i views of, as to treatment of Indians, | ` 218 
. CLARKE COUNTY, company orgamzed in, Mx 8l' 
5s x block houses built in, > te da VL ER 5 8L 
COMMISSION, to try Indians, ` i ` : 71, 87 
i * COMPANY A, resolutions of, . 365 
COUNTRY, state of? "a a V0, 71,1, 79 
cast of Cascades, aec a XC 188-139 
‘ Indians in, t 133 
: plan of campaign for, > ; . 136-139 
COVINGTON, Sergeant, Captain Kellyto, « 397 
^ 4 
OOWLITZ, ferries established on, : 18 
, ; company raised at, +. E 78 
; N Lauding, wagon road to Monticello, . 78 
,. GRAIG, Col., as to matters in the interior, de "EL 83 
advined by the Nez Perces not to return, B9 
i ; Governor Stevens to, as to operations in the interior, - 254 
r * Col Shaw to, as to battle of Grand Ronde, 266 
: u — gs to council with the Nez Perces, ` , 267 
. ics X^ M at Walla Nate . 269 
Govérüof Stevens to, > ^ . M 
E Cal Shaw to, as to division among the chjefs, o. 272 
& 
CROSBIE, Col. H. R., mstractions to, i : : 238 
ordered to Seattle, 2 . 350 
T - General fulton to, - , - 3178 
report of. to Gen. Tilton, , 913-316 
Governor Stevens to, 7 E 376 
to Capt, Hathaway, " . 389 
* PE 
€URRY, Gov. Geo. L , Gov Stevens to, as to co operation, —-- "E ~ 97 
to Gov. Stevens as to purchase of supplies, s su Poa t 98 
RN ag to operations at Cascades, SIS ee. ga 98 
~~ : De ` s ý ro “ge è E 
t DALLES, móvement of troops front, . 88 
ex - DAVIS, Hon, Jeffer-on, declines to furnish arms, &c., < ol 
~  DELAOY, Capt. W. W., report of upon wagon Tonte, > : . W. 
5 DENNISON, Col, operations at Cascades, th dee oe d 99 
EXE “DENNY, Lient., Gen. Tilton ‘to, > - (^ * - 859,801 
to Gen. Tilton, as to moving from Seattle, 360, 302 
suspended. from‘ command, = "s 36i 
> P 
: ‘DOUGLASS, Governor, letter of furnishing supplies, - 3. RO 101, 102 , 
E : - Governor Mason to, : "n. E 103 à 
- T P b us “4 - N 
? ' "d : 
x i B Tue Pa : A 
ty ^ d 7 


* 


* 


EATÓN, Captain, attack upon, " 


EBEY, Capt. I. N., reports organization of company, and bus views relative to 
. lower: part of Sound, 


^ 


EMIGRANTS, order 1n réference to settlement of, east of. Cascades, ‘ 
rights of, as to settlement, 


"otüdnzed lo raise rangers, 
orders to as to general scouting, 
* fo report to Captain Malony, 


[£1 


5 


T 


? 


to, Tilton, reports * Northern Rangers” organized, 


Tilton to, company accepted, guard ggainst collision with friendly Indians, 314 

to Thton, ns command on Snohomish, Pat Komm at his camp, - 

to Tilton, reports even chances of hostility or inendebip, of the Snoqual- 
mie and Rkawamuish tribes, 

Tilton to, expedition up ev suspended, keep -company at Port 


Townsend, 


Tilton to, ordered to manson block house at Crescent harbor, 


E 


Stevens to, no volunteers except for 6 months,ordered to disband cc., 


€ 


. 7 


. «* requested to raise volunteer in Whateoin, Island, &c , 
* importance of posta above Snoqualmie Falls, 


ENGINEERS, report of Captain of, - 


> 


F. 


- 


_ FITZHUGH, Lent. Col. ENS failure to bring m i Texas and pota s people ana ^ 


E 


k] 


* »Col , Governor Stevens to; 
f o Govereor Stevens, 


FORT STEILACOOM, Caplam Sterrett siquestil: to send men to, 
Tilton, force at, and design of, 


à 


ge 


the c 


instructions to, as.to Company A, 


auses therefor, 


to Governor Steyens, 
to Lieut. Neely, ° 
t Lieut. Neely to, 


FORD, Captain, seont of, 


1 


s 


1 T 


ae 


4 © E 
, BANSEVOORT, Captain, letters to, 


` GENERAL ORDERS, No. 1,. 


No. 2 
nt A; * 
ee B, " 
*. 7 Nog " 
zm -No. 4, 
‘ "gupplement to No. 4, 
KU ¥No. B, 
t. .No, 6. - 
4€ "No. 7, 


1 
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G. 


$C 


Lnd 


136, 


338 
387 . 
368, 370 
$70 - 
371 


78: 
377 
318 
107 
"3° 


111, 112 
33 PC 
< 9k 
36 
37 
'38 
'" 38 
>, 40 
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IV j INDEX;- CHAT d Peg 
al tU : j i a ~ : PAGE, 
GOFF, Captain, iy “2-5 B * 9l - 
" ordered to Walla Walla, ^ "s Ev. 200. 248, 244 
- instructions of, as to operations in the tenor, 252, 234 
. . report of, of battle of Bunt river, * Go E (203, 
4^ = wo eot v *3 
GOSNELL, Lieut., scout of, ia ‘ net - "e 
GOVERNOR, message of, ; ^ gx zo w-- Wr 
l ^ 
GRAND RONDE, battle of, 27 re PAS sod eu 42 
reparto killed and wounded' abo MEA A ae 46 


] 


HALLER, Major G. Or, attack upon, e * 2 ! 160 
PEE ^ a 
HATHAWAY, Capt. M. E, €ol. rostite, to, -" fH oe ae SS ' 889 
> Governor Stevens to PE , T 5 ‘ " 392 
HAYS,MaorG. ^^ p < 69, 182; 185, 186. 187 
G Captain Keyes to, „7 ~ ? 189 
n orders to report, 6 at Fort Steilacoom, è > E u294 
reports fight sii White river, ` V eis as UE RE 216 
letter om Gov Mason to, a &. 2 . 27 
d d " — " fghton Green river, d RUE NE TG 
ordasto,march to Yelm, _ ^ (005. t T $8 
orders for movement upon. Puyallup, 7 R . ' 984, 
- © t fór march to Muckleshoot, &c , - E. m e 285. 
reports Camp Connell proper place fór depot, i abu CODO 
^ suggestion as to depot at Connell’s, approved, wo! (05^ ^ 288 
E reporta fight of Connell's prairie, i , ae eer 290 
to, expressing gratification as to his operations, ! «291 
reports completion of plosie house on png river, and mpyements of * 
the enemy, sc 7* bob 
ordered to open road-from Fort Haysto South Prairie, and build Block - 
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